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MoTiday, September 20th. — As may be supposed, 
our hearts beat high this morning with the antici- 
pation of at length leaving Boossa, and of proceed- 
11^ on our journey ; and we were all on the qui vivt 
at a very early hour, ransackins our lumber, packing 
itup,andturningitaUout into tneyard,from whence 
it was conveyed to the water-side. About breakfast- 
time the king and queen arrived at our hut, to pay 
us a fareweU visit, and bestow upon us their last 
blessing. They brought with them two pots of 
lioney and a large quantity of goora-nuts, strongly 
recommending ne to present the latter to the Babba 
chieftain, for that nothing we might have in our poa. 
sesaioa could so elTectually conciliate his favour, 
procure us his friendship, and command his con- 
fidence. When mutual compliments were passed, 
we expressed our acknowledgments to both of them 
with sincerity and earnestness, for the benevolence, 
ir._B 
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10 THE FAREWELL VISIT. 

hospitality, and attention witn which they had uni- 
formly treated us; for their liindness tons; fortlieii 
zeal in every thing- that regarded our welfare j and 
for the protection Ihey had afforded us during a pe- 
riod little short of two months, in \vhioh we had en- 
joyed the utmost security, and as much of happiness 
and gayety as it had been in their power to bestow. 
And we assured tliem, that should we be so for- 
tunate as to return to England, it would be our first 
care to acquaint our countrymen of all their kind- 
ness to us, which we would remember as long as we 
lived. We then shook hands heartily, and concluded 
by wishin? them a continuation of the simple bless- 
ings and the felicity they enjoyed; that they might 
ever be loved by their subjects, and feared and 
honoured by the neighbouring nations ; that they 
might live to a good old age, and die in peace with 
all mankind. They were both touched with sorrow 
at our words, for they were the last wliich they 
would hear us otter; tears were glistening in the 
eyes of each as they were making an alTecting and 
suitable answer; and the good couple walked out 
of our hut with heavy and mouitiful countenances, 
and immediately repaired to their own abode in 
order to make a powerful spelt for our preservation 

When we ourselves quitted the hut, which was 
shortly aftertheirdeparture, we found our yard filled 
with neighbours, friends, and acquaintances, who all 
fell down on their knees to bid ns good-by. They 
blessed us earnestly with uplifted hands, and those 
among them (hat were of the Mohammedan religion 
fervently implored for us the favour and protection 
of Allah and their prophet. The eyes of many of 
them were streaming with tears, and all were more 
or less alTected. As we passed by these poor crea- 
tures, we spoke to them all, and thanked them again 
and a^ain for their good wishes. Our hearts must 
have been of marble if we could have beheld such a 
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scene without some slight emotion. On our way 
towards the river*, also, the path was lined wiui 
people, some of whom saluted us on one knee, and 
some on both, and we received their benedictions as 
we walked along. 

It was exactly half-past nine in the morningwhen 
we arrived at the river-side, where we found two 
canoes lying to receive our goods, which we quickly 
loaded. But with that indolence and indifference 
which distinguish all ranks of people here, the 
canoemen did not make their appearance till nearly 
two hours after, though we had sent messengers re- 
peatedly to them to hasten their coming; the head 
of themisthe"sullikinzhilligee" (king of the canoe) 
that conveyed us from Kagogie to Yioorie. When 
our people were all embarked on the Nigerand our- 
selves, we humbly thanked the Almighty for past 
deliverances, and fervently prayed that he would 
always be with us, and crown our enterprise with 

We had been but a short time on the water when 
we discovered thai the smaller canoe, in which were 
six individuals and a number of sheep belonging to 
the NonSle messengers, was overladen and in danger 
of sinking, and that both were very leaky, insomuch 
thai it required three men to be constantly employed 
in baling out the water to keep them afloat. To 
lighten the smaller canoe, we took a man from her 
into our own, and afterward we proceeded more 
safelyand with less apprehension; yet at one o'clock 
in the adernoon we were obliged to put into a small 
island called Meldtte, to get it repaired, for we were 
afraid to proceed any farther with the small canoe 
on account of the rocks and the velocity of the 

The chief of the village, a decenHooking, elderly 
man, came down to salute lis at the water-side; and 
woidd not suffer us to depart till he had prevaled 
on us to drink beer with him and fire off our guni^ 
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12 HELALIB ANY HAN's LAND. 

when he compelled us to accept of a fine kid, whicb 
we were too polite to reject. He was dressed in a 
tobe made of a mixture of conntry cloth and Man- 
chester cotton, &c. After we had remained on the 
island about half an hour, which was occupied in 
making the necessary repairs to the canoe, we 
launched her out into the water, expressed our 
thanks to the chief, and took our leave. Mel^ie is 
tolerably cultivated, and is inhabited solely by Bor- 
goo men. It lies on the western side of the river. 
Between this island and Booss^ the river is full of 
small islands, with channels of deep water tietween 
them. The banks on both sides are very fertOe, as 
well as the islands themselves, which are mostly in> 
habited and well cultivated. 

The current, according to our estimation, was 
here running at the rate of five or six miles in an 
hour; and the bed of the river was full of rocks, 
some of which were only a few inches below the 
surface of the water, which occasioned it to make a 
loud rushing noise, and forewarn the canoeman of 
his danger. Owing to the skilfulness of ours, we 
succeeded in crossing one or two sunken reefs, 
which, in the dry season more especially, must be 
extremely dangerous ; even as it was, we expe- 
rienced considerable difficulty in getting over them. 
At two o'clock we passed the boundaries of BoossS 
on the eastern side of the river, and entered the do- 
minions of the King of NoufBe. A town belonging 
to the former power, on the eastern bank of the 
river, marks the spot ; but we were unable to ascer- 
tain its name. We then travelled along by the side 
of an island, very woody, called " Any Man's Land," 
which, though fertile, is uninhabited, in consequence 
of the vast number of wildhorses which it is said to 
contain. 

At five P. M. we came to Inguazhilligee, having 
passed, just before, a very large and pleasant, but 
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stra^ling town called Congfe.* InguSzhilllgeef ia 
the first town on the Wowow ground j all aboTe, on 
the western baak of the Niger, belonging to Boossa. 
Journeying along for a quarter of an hour without 
stopping here, we put into a market-town, on a large 
and beautiful island called Paiashie, just ia time to 
save ourselves from a heavy shower; and here we 
shall be obliged to remain till the return of a mes- 
senger whom we landed in the middle of the day, 
and sent to Wowow for the purpose of informing 
tlie king of our departure from Booss^ and of our 
intention to abide at Pat^shie till he chooses to send 
us the large canoe that we have purchased of him. 
We are now out of the protection of the friendly 
monarch of Booss^ who will have nothing further 
to do with us. 

About twenty or thirty paces from the liver'a 
side, we discovered a great quantity of huge bones 
and sculls of hippopotami, piled up on a high plat- 
form which has been erected for the purpose. These, 
we understand, are preserved as trophies by the na- 
tives, on much the same principle as foxes' tails are 
kept by many country gentlemen in England. From 
the decayed appearance of some of the sculla, we 
are inclined to believe that mosi of the animals must 
have been destroyed very many years ago. We 
were speedily introduced to the chief, who gave us 
a hearty welcome, and whom we found to be a little, 
round, fat, jolly-looking old maa; and as soon as 
was convenient we were conducted to an excellent 
hut. received a quantity of provisions from the chief, 
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and then lay down to rest. Thermometer 79**, M*, 
88°, during Ihe day. 

Tuesday, Sejdember ^\sl. — Patjlshie, as we haTC 
said, is a lai^, riuh island, unspeakably beautiful, 
and ia embellished with various groves of palili and 
other noble trees. Its distance from Boossit, as 
nearly as we can guess, may be between forty and 
Any miles. It abounds with horses, asses, bullocks, 
sheep, goats, poultry, &c., and produces abundance 
of com and yams ; in fact, the soil is so exceedingly 
fertile, and its inhabitants so industrious, that not an 
acre of ground in the whole island, it is said, is left 
without cultivation, Patishie is tributarv to Wo- 
wow, though it is inhabited solely by Nouffie people, 
who are considered honest, active, laborious, and 
wealthy. We find the river very much swollen, the 
banks are of a shelving nature, and the water is 
nownearly on a level with the highest part of them. 
We observed several small village's on the Nouffie 

Our hut has this day exhibited a scene of revelry 
and mirth more becoming a native inn than a private 
dwelling. 

The chief of the island, accompanied by our four 
messengers from Boossi and Nouffie, our canoemen, 
and several of his own people, all dressed "in their 
holyday beat," paid us a visit in the earlier part of 
the morning, and out of compliment, I fancy, re- 
mained with us till evening, with the exception of a 
short absence in the middle of the day ; during all 
which time they were employed in swallowing 
palm-wine, which is procured in the island in great 
plenty, and in telling nonsensical stories. We were 
glad when they said it was time to depart, and 
having shaken hands with the.ardour of drujihmls, 
they took their leave, staggered out of the hut, and 
alt went laughing away. 

It ia rather singular that though the chief is a 
■ooty black, he has bright blue eyes. We received 
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ftom him about noon a fine goat, and messes of 
pounded yam and meat slewed in palm-oil These 
were brought in well-carved wooden dishes of huge 
dimensions; and we subsequently receive! a ewe 
sheep and similar dressed dishes from the chief of 
an island belonging to Nouffie, which lies abreast 
of this, and whom we have not yet seen. 

The mafia's son (whose name is Mohammed), and 
whom we find to be a very intelligent youth, informs 
us, that if the prince of Wowow be unable to furnish 
us with a canoe sufficiently large for our purpose, 
it would be well to demand the restoration of oui 
horses, which we could dispose of advantageously 
in Nouffie, and purchase a quantity of beads and 
other trifles with the money, as presents to the va- 
rious chiefs along the banks of the river. Instead 
of purchasing a canoe ourselves, which would lie 
very expensive, the young man promised, in the 
name of his father, to obtain one of commodious 
size, which should answer all purposes, and take us 
to Tagra, with men whom it should be his business 
likewise to get. Tagra, we believe, is very near 
Benin. In our own opinion, this would certainly be 
the safest and best means of journeying down the 
Niger, as the protection of all the chiefs would 
thereby he ensured to us. But we are apprehensive 
thai we have gone too far towards adopting a dif 
ferent scheme, and we see very little likelihood, 
indeed, that we shall be able to embrace the plan 
suggested, and so strongly recommended by Mo- 
hammed, unless the Wowow ruler be not in a con- 
dition to perform his engagement, and is willing to 
return our horses, which does not appear to us at all 
probable under existing circumstances. The mes 
senger we sent to him is not yet returned. Ther 
mometer 74°, 83°, 85°, during the day. 

Wednesd^, Sept. S2d.~Thm nwrning we were 
visited by the revellers of yesterdaj', who brought 
with them several gallons of paim-wme, which they 
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swaiiowed in a very short time, and to every ap- 
pearance wb were threatened with a renewal of yes- 
terday's debauch ; but, luokily for us, they went out 
for a few minutes to procure more liquor, when we 
embraced the opportunity of closing the door of 
our hut against inem, and thus prevented their re- 
entering it. 

In the morning we were favoured with a visit 
from the Chiefof Te&h, the Nouffie island alluded to 
yesterday. He is a venerable-looking old man, of 
advantageous stature, and exceedingly corpulent. 
He expressed the utmost delight and satisfaction on 
seeing white men before he died, and declared it was 
a pleasure which neither his father, mother, nor 
uncle had ever enjoyed, and a gratification which 
his ancestors had never hoped for; he should there- 
fore cherish the remembrance of it as long as he 
lived. We have with us a quarto edition of natural 
history with plates ; these, though incomprehensible 
to the natives of Yarriba, appear to be extremely 
well understood here, and have excited in the minds 
of those that have seen them the highest degree of 
admiration, rapture, and wonderment. The old 
Chief of TeJth gazed upon them in silent astonish> 
nient ; but when we took out a watch and mariner's 
compass for his inspection, and their uses were ex- 
plained to him, he became at first very uneasy, and 
afterward perfectly wild with amazement. No one 
in theworld could express more naturally orforcibly 
the emotion of wonder, or the passion of fear, which 
the countenance of this old man displayed as he 
looked at the watch ; nor could he be persuaded for 
a long time but that it was in possession of life and 
being, and had the power of moving. After a long 
and friendly chat the good old chief saluted us, and 
took his leave. 

Teah lies very near the island of Patashie, from 
which it is divided only by a very narrow channel. Of 
tlie two Teah is said to lie the larger and more popu- 
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lous, but with regard to agreeableness of appearance, 
amazing' fecundity of soil, and natural productions, 
they are pretty much alike, both being beyond 
description fertile and beautifiil. In both provi- 
sions are reasonable, and in the greatest plenty ; 
the^ are both inhabited by individuals of the same 
nation, who enrich the islands by their industry and 
labour ; and both have been equally exempt from 
those int«stine broils and commotions which have 
for so long atirae agitated and impoverished the iia 
lives of the mainland. 

In the evening a messenger arrived from the King 
of Wowow, with news not at all to our liking. He 
informs us that we were anxiously expected in that 
city from Eooss^ at the time of the holydays; and 
because we did not come agreeably to our promise, 
the prince could not conceal his chagrin, and was ex- 
ceedingly angry, not only with the King of Booss^ 
who was the cause of our absence, butwii^us like- 
wise. The messenger continued, that liis sovereipi 
had most certainly procured for ns a canoe, which is 
laid up at Lever ; but that if we wished, or rather if 
we were determined to have our horses back again, 
the king would send them to-us in compliance with 
our wishes, " for who," said he, with much empha- 
sis, "would presume to assert that the monarch of 
Wowow would keep the property of others 1" It 
would not be paying him tliat respect, he continued, 
which his rank and situation demanded, were the 
while men to leave his dominions, and the country 
altogether, without first coming to pay him their re< 
spects, and he would therefore entreat us to pay a 
visit to Wowow immediately for that purpose, or if 
both of us couid not leave Fatashie, he requested 
that I would come and bid him adieu, because I had 
not done so when my illness compelled me to leave 
his city. 

The man finished his message by complaining bit- 
terly of the conduct of theKingof Booss^, who, he 
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said, had acted towards his sovereign deceitfully 
unhandsomely, and incnnsistently, throughout all the 
transactions m whieh we have been principally con- 
cerned. We ourselves are confident that the King 
of WowoW win strongly object to the arrangement 
of his relative, regardingour being sent either to the 
niagja or to ihe chief of the Paldtahs at Sabba, if 
not endeavour to frustrate it ; because he is at enmity 
with the one, and both fears and hates the other. 
But how he can positively prevent this scheme from 
being carried into effect, seeing we shall have the 
magma's son and a Nouffie messenger in the same 
canoe with us, we cannot imagine. 

The mona^chs of Bonssa and Wowow seem to 
have very opposite opinions regarding our journey. 
The former insists on the necessity of our proceed- 
ing down the Niger on the eastern, or Nouffie side, 
which would certainly be the most interesting and 
desirable ; whereas the other makes use of strong 
langiiage to persuade us that the Yarriba side of the 
river would be the most convenient, the most agree- 
able, and the safest ; and that if we would make up 
our minds not to attend to the King of Boossi'a ad- 
vice, he would send a messenger with us, who should 
protect us even to the sea. This difference of opinion, 
we are apprehensive, will involve us in a thousand 
perplexities; yet we must be guided in our choice 
entirely by circumstances. Interest, present or re- 
mote, and prejudice and passion, seem to sway the 
niinds of both these rulers, though each of them 
avows his disinterestedness. The King of Booss&, 
a ffood man, but of an humble, yielding, peaceful, 
enduring temper, and of a timorous, wavering dispo- 
sition, requests us earnestly to visit the magia and 
the F^fitahs, because he knows it would gratify 
their vanity, and make them his friends for ever ; — 
the King of Wowow, of a firm, sagacious, and un- 
bending mind, scorns the friendship and defies the 
power of either, and is inveterate in his dislike both 
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of the very name^f FalStah, and that of the brother 
of Ederesa; he is aware that our visiting: their terri- 
tories in peraoii would not only be paying them a 
very [[i§h compliment, hut would likewise, in some 
measure, be advantageous to them, and is giiided by 
this decided partiality in doinfr all in his power to 
bring us over to his own views and sentiments. 
From the treatment I experienced at Soccatoo, I 
must say that I entertain a very great aversion to 
the whole Faldtah nation; and am of opinion, that if 
we put into Rabba, according to the snggestions of 
the King of BoossS, we shall be detained there till 
Bello be mfortned of the fact, and his intentions with 
regard to us be communicated to the chief. I am 
therefore inclined to adopt the advice of the King of 
Wowow, rather than to comply with the wishes ol 
his august relative, though there is no just or rea- 
sonable CTOund to fear either i!l-trealnrent or deten- 
tion at the hands of the FalAtahs, more especially 
since we have received ample and satisfactory as- 
surances from the powerful Chief of Rabba himself 
of their favourable disposition towards us, that vre 
shall be received as friends, and meet with every en- 
couragement and support as far as their power and 
interests extend, and as far as their name is known 
and respected. Yet we cannot follow the bent of 
our otvn inclinations; we are involved in difficulty ; 
and though every thing appears propitious to our en- 
terprise, yet we are not masters of our own actions ; 
we must follow where others lead, and we are still 
in doubt as to wliat we shall do. At all events, we 
shall be guided in our choice entirely by circum- 
stances ; " we shall trust our fortune lo the powers 
abuve," and can only pray that an indulgent Provi- 
dence will succour, befriend, and protect us in all 
ciri-um stances, as it has heretofore done. 

The Wowow ambassador will rest with us to 
morrow ; and on the day following I intend accom 
paaying him to that city, not only to pay my re- 
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spects to the sovtreign, but like-vrise to have a Unal 
and decisive answer from him regarding the canoe, 
without further subterfuge or procrastination. Ther- 
mometer 76, 87, 89, during tlie day, 

Thursday, Sept. S3d.—At Boossi, latterly, we had 
the greatest difficulty and trouble in procuring the 
bare necessaries of life ; but here, in ttiis flourishing 
PatSshie, provisions have been sent us from the 
chiefs of the two islands, in such abundance that 
half of them, we regret to say, have been uncon- 
Bumed by our people, and thrown lo the dogs : we 
have received from each of them, daily, as mucn 
as a strong man could carry, consisting of the 
usual gigantic bowl of pounded yam and meat, 
stewed in palm-oil. People here, of all ages, dis- 
plaj[ the most anxious, though perhaps natural, cu- 
riosity to see us } and large crowds of them assem- 
ble every day, and wait from morning till night pa- 
tiently, till they have gained the object of their visit. 
However, they are all as timid as hares, and if we 
happen to Iook fixedly in their faces for a moment, 
most of them, more especially the females, and the 
junior classes of both sexes, start back with terror, 
as if they had seen a serpent in the grass ; and when 
we attempt to walk near any of them, Ihey run away 
screaming, as though they had been pursued by a 
hon,or were in danger of falling into the jaws of a 
crocodile, so horrified are these poor people at the 
bare sight of a white man, and so frightful do their 
imaginations picture him to be. 

In the evenmg, long after the sun had gone down, 
the chief brought a youth for us to pass our opinion 
on, whom he introduced as a near relative. He has 
been ill for the last fourteen mouths, and the chief 
prayed that we would endeavour to cure him of his 
complaint. He is a tall, lank young man, of bumble, 
modest, and resened manners. From a state of ro- 
bust health and vigour, which it appears he formerly 
enjoyed, he is wasted away almost to a skeleton 
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laid his temper, once pleasant, cheerful, and sprightly 
has lost its elasticity, and he is become thouffhti'iL, 
dejected, and melancholy: however, though tlie in- 
valid rarely enjoys sound and refreshing sleep, yet 
he has a wonderful appetite, and he eats with vo- 
racity. We sincerely regret our Ignoranee of the 
nature of his disorder, and therefore our utter in- 
ability to do him the slightest benelit; nevertheless, 
the old chief solicited ua so warmly for medicine, 
and with such pressing importunity, that, rather than 
give offence, and because the young man com[dained 
of a sore throat and neck, which seemed to aunoy 
him at present more than any thing else, we chafed 
those parts with a little spirits of hartshorn, and 
wrappedround them several folds of warm flannel. It 
was all that we could do to relieve his pain, and it 
seemed to give complete satisfaction. Poor people ! 
how happy did this little service make them ! 

The natives are subject to very few diseases, and 
those, generally speaking, are not of a danger- 
ous or malignant tendency. As far as we are able 
to judge from the symptoms he describes, the com- 
plaint under which the old chief's protigi labours 
approaches nearer to the nature of consumption than 
to any other disease with which we are acquainted. 
Small-pox is very prevalent, but we do not hear that 
it often terminates fatally. The Guinea-worm is 
frequently met with ; ulcers of that frightful descrip- 
tion which prevails on the coast are unknown; but 
agues and slight fevers are by no means uncommon ; 
and of all complaints, sore eyes and affections of the 
bowels are by far the most general. Properly speak- 
ing, the natives have no active medicine of their 
own, though they boiist an acquaintance with a va- 
riety of medicinal plants, which, as far as our oh- 
servation extends, are wholly inefficacious j they 
likewise ascribe the most wonderful healing proper- 
ties to a quantity of roots and fibres of trees, which 
are sought after and vended by a number of idle. 
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lazy fellows, who pretend lo be Mohammedan priests . 
however, fiom our experience, these do neither good 
nor harm, being perfectly innocent in their effects, 
and altogether useless. The root of a large and 
scarce tree holds so high a reputation for the aston- 
ishing properties which it is supposed to possess, 
that it has obtained, by way of distinction, the name 
of the " mother of roots." Besides its other vir- 
tues, the credulous people believe, that while they 
have the smallest portion of this celebrated "mother 
of roots" -ibout their persons, they can assuage 
every sorrow alleviate every misfortune ; banish 
care from their minds and want from their dwellings, 
avert pmn, and secure happiness. From the Arabs, 
however, the natives obtain great quantities of Irona, 
which is a fossil alkali, and is found on the borders 
of the desert. It is a strong and active aperient, and 
possesses other medicinal properties, which are un- 
derstood by the people. It is taken by all rants in 
every complaint, of whatsoever nature it may be. 
Trona is liltewise beat to a powder and mixed with 
snuff, to which it imparts a great degree of pun- 
gency. And lastly, it is given to horses, sheep, and 
other animals, which eat large lumps of it. with the 
greatest avidity. Thermometer 78, 89, 91, during 
the day. 

Friday, Sept. 2ilh. — The Boossit canoe-men, who 
have been intoxicated every day since tliey have 
been here, returned to their homes this mornmg in 
a state of ebrjety, having received a shilling each 
and a few needles as a reward for their labour 
Shortly after their departure, I landed for the pur 
pose of proceeding to Wowow, and took possession 
of a bouse on the bank of the river, which had been 
prepared for me. The King of Wowow'a messen 
ger accompanied me, and having got every thing 
ready as soon as we could, we commenced our jour 
ney towards his city. It was the intention of the 
man from Boossft to have taken his leave of us here. 
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aaid return to his sovereign ; but when he heard Uib 
extraordiniin' rotninunication and insinualionB of 
the prince or Wowow, he changed his mind, and re< 
solved to at^conipajiy sne as above related. ] left Diy 
brother on the island to take caw of our thingii, and 
the following remarks were n ade by him in my 
absence. 

"The Nouffle messengers remain here with me, 
and the Queen of Boossa's ' master of the horse' 
has determined not to leave us till after our arrival 
at Lever, though we would much rather dispense 
with his company. They tell «s that Babba is two 
days' journey by water from the town of Lever, and 
three from Funda, and that Funda is four days' jour, 
ney from ilie sea. On our arrival at Rabba, says 
Mohammed, or after we shall have delivered.a pres- 
ent to its chief, and the formalities of introduction 
are gone through, he will supply us with horses to 
convey us to a town wherein the magia resides, and 
which is about two days' journey from thence, for it 
will be necessary that we should pay our respects to 
him in |>ersou. 

" The chief of Patiishie came to see me this 
evening by lamplight, acconipanitid by his sick rela- 
tive, whom he pronounced to be much better, having 
slept soundly during the night, and experienced a 
mitigation of pain- I applied a little more spirits of 
harlshorn to his throat, and recommended temper-: 
ance in eating, gentle exercise in the open air, to be- 
ware of chills, and avoid exposure to nightly damps 
and dews. The 0I4 chief and his nephew (for that 
is the relationship between them) took their leave of 
me with many expressions of thankfulness. Our 
hnt has been literally crammed with visiters nearly 
the whole of the day. Thermometer 17, 88, 93, 
during the day. 

" ^turday, Sept. 35/i. — Nothing worthy of par- 
ticular notice has occurred to-day ; I continue to re- 
oeire the utmost hos| JtaUty and kindness front the 
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old benevolent chiefs of Tehh and this island, the 
latter of wljom stays with me almost all day lon^. 
He took a fancy to the only English coat which is 
now left me, its ^reen colour seeming to he the prin- 
cipal cause of his admiration ; and as it is of little 
consequence here how imcoulhly soever a European 
may be dressed, I cut off part of its skirts to make 
him a cap, A woman belongings to the chief died to- 
day in a statfl of insanity. According to the peo- 
ple's account, the deceased was in good health three 
days ago, but this morning a malicious female demon 
entered into her, and began to exercise her malign 
propensities by tormenting her mtim, throwing her 
upon fires, and into the water, causing her eyes to 
roll in R phrensied manner, and making her lie along 
the ground, raving and roaring most furiously. Last 
of all, they say, the evil spirit put an end to her tor- 
ture by eating her life, and she died. Thermometer 
T4, 80, 83, during Ihe day. 

" Svnday, Sept, 26(4. — A Mohammedan priest, fur- 
nished with pen and ink, arrived at Patishie to pay 
his respects to us, and without wearying me witb 
questions, he sat down very composedly and com- 
menced writing an Arab charm or prayer for oui 
health, preservation, and success. I felt no inclina- 
tion to interrupt the man's benevolent intention; and 
when he had finished, the magia's son, who hap- 
pened to be present, animated by the same laudable 
impulse, produced a charm, possessinc, no doubt, as 
many virtues as the mallam's. Thesi' are nothing 
more than short extracts from ttie Koran. Both 
men appeared to write the Arabic character with a 
readiness and facility which one would scarcely ex- 
pect to find in this remote country. Charms or am- 
ulets are in universal use, more especially in Yar- 
riba, where, perhaps, the Mohammedan religion is 
least felt, and has made least progress. They are 
generallyencompassedwithredcloth or leather; are 
worn for the most part on the left arm ; and from 
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ten to twent3r are sometimes observed on the 
person of one individual. This custom mi^ht have 
originally been introduced into tlie cowntry by tho 
Arabs, and disseminated by their means through 
-all these parts of the continent. The phylacte- 
ries of the ancient Jews, which were little rolls of 
Barchment containing written passages from the 
[oly Seriptures, and which used to be worn upon 
the forehead and the wrist of the left arm, might 
have given the Arabians the hint of wearing extracts 
from the Koran in like manner, and which, by the 
lapse of ages, have flegenerated into the present su- 
perstitious practice of wearing charms, which is so 
prevalent in Africa. The same idle stories with re- 
gard to reputed wizards, necromancers, Ac, which 
are current in Booft^ obtain as great a degree of 
credit herp- ; and the people likewise believe in other 
absurdities equally detestable. To-day a man has 
been accused of eatinff the spirit, or livmg principle, 
of another; but in what manner he is to be pun- 
ished, no one lias yet informed us. Thermometer 
70, 86, 91, during the day," 

Monday, September 21th. — I returned in the warm 
eat part of the day from my visit to Wowow, with 
no less than three men as messengers from the king, 
the whole of whom are to accompany us to Lever. 
It has ever been the policy of all the African rulers 
of the cities and kingdoms through which we have 
passed since leaving Bad&gry, to furnish us with a 
greater number of guides and messengers than we 
have either required or wished. In the present in- 
stance, one would have been amply sufficient for our 
purpose ; but, as on former occasions, the Wowow 
men are the king's slaves, and will be obliged, on theii 
return, to lay before their monarch whatever we may 
give them as a reward for theirtrouble; he will take 
from them as much as he likes, which most likely 
will not be less than seven-eighths of the whole, and 
the little left will then be divided among the mes> 
1I.-C 
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sengers, so that self-interest alone has induced the 
king to send us tliree men, because three men wiU be 
entitled to more wages than one. 

On my arrival al Wowow on the 24th instant, 1 
fell too inuch fatigued, from the lengthof the journey, 
and the heat of the weather, to pay my respects to 
the monarch, and therefore desired to be excused 
from visiting him till the morrow. Accordingly, on 
the fallowing day I had prepared myself t« go to 
the king's house, in pursuance of my agreement, but 
was greatly surprised on learning loat the eccentric 
old man had excused himself from being seen on 
that day, on the same plea as I had the day before, 
observing that he had laken a ride to view his gar- 
dens in the morning, and that the exercise had so 
much tired him, that he felt no Inclination whatever 
to receive visiters till next day. Therefore, it was 
not till the 36th that the king granted me an audi- 
ence, and then lie said, with the greatest indijference, 
" I have not yet been able to prtwure you the canoe 
which I promised to get ; but I have no doubt that 
the ruler of Patishie will have it in his power to 
supply .you with one to your satisfaction, for which 
purpose 1 will send an express to that island without 
delay, whom 1 will furnish with the necessary in- 
structions to effect an immediate purchase." Thus, 
with as much discussion as would fill a volume, con- 
tinued with little or no intermission for seven weeks, 
between the sovereigns of two countries, who du- 
ring that period were sending messengers to e^ch 
other continually, the mighty business which htd 
employed all their thoughts, and in which they were 
unceasingly engaged — the simple purchase of a ca- 
noe, is even now left unfinished ; m fact, up to the 
present moment, no more has been done in the mat- 
terthan when we first made known our intentions and 
wishes to the King of Boossi from the city of 
Y&oorie two months ago. So much for the expedi- 
tion with which Africans usually trMisact their af- 
fairs. The king took the opportunity of informing 
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me ibat he should by-and-by set about erecting a 
suitable building for the reception of our coiintiy- 
men, whenever it should please tliem to come up the 
river to trade : for the old man cherishes the belief, 
in common with other rulers on the banks of the 
Niger, that numbers of Europeans will, some time 
or other, certainly visit hia country for the purposes 
of traffic. 

Before ray departure, the monarch showed me, in 
c«rnpiiafice with my request, the whole of hie col- 
lection of charms, which are written on sheets of 
paper, glued or pasted together. Among them I 
discovered a small edition of " Watts's Hymns," on 
one of the blank leaves of which was written, 
" Alexander Anderson, Royal Military Hospital, Gos- 

Sri, 1804." It is perhaps unnecessary to say, that 
r. Anderson was the companion, and I beUeve a 
very nearrelative, of the celebrated Mr. Park. From 
the Wowow chieftain, as well as from his good old 
brother, and our friend Abba, I and my attendants 
experienced the most liberal hospitality; and, on 
taking my leave of them, they wished me farewell 
in the most cordial and alfectionate manner. Be- 
sides the note from Mr. and Mrs. Watson to Mr. 
Park, which we obtained' when at Boossk, we also 
saw another from Lady Dalkeith, of the same date, 
acknowledging the receipt of some drawings from 
him. Thermometer 76. 89, 93, during the day. 

liiesday, iSepf. 38(A. — It iareally tiresome to say any 
thing further on the provoking subject of the canoe ; 
yet we think it necessary to remark, that not a sin- 
gle one is to be found here Bufiiciently lar^e for our 
purpose, or at all answering the expectations held 
out to us by the prince of Wowow. Lever is there 
fore again fixed on as the place where our wishes 
are to be answered and our hopes realized; and we 
are given to understand that we shall leave this place 
for thence at an early hour to-morrow. 
On walking across Pat&shie to-day, in perhaps its 
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narrowest part, 've fnund the island to be about a 
mile in width ; yet, in comparison to its breadth, it 
isverydisproportionale,beingseveTalmiIesinleng;lh. 
Palishie is extremely populous for its size, and large 
clusters of iiuts are soattered all over the island. 
From a gentle eminence on the mainland opposite, 
its appearance bears a striking resemblance to the 
more beautiful parts of the seacoast. 

The people have a hut here wherein all femalea 
who conduct themselves indecently, or commit any 
crimes or offences, are imprisoned. This bniiding 
is distinguished from the others by its size, situation, 
and superior appearance. Outside the doorway, 
and on each side of it, are two clay figures, nearly 
HS large as life, which are affixed to the wall. One 
of them ia intended to represent a woman in an up- 
right position, and without clothing, so that every 
female who sees it may be reminded of the object 
and origin of the institution ; but the thing looks ex- 
tremely odd, and the execution, as might be sup- 
posed, is rude and contemptible. The figure oppo 
site to it is a pretty good representation of a croco- 
dile } and is placed against the wall, I suppose, 
merely as an ornament. Nearlyall thejuniorclasaes 
of the population here go entirely naked ; and it is 
not before they attain to man's or woman's estate 
that they begin to clothe themselves. Red clay is 
in general use among females of all ranks. 'Ttie 
magia's son intends leaving us to-morrow, on a 
visit to his father, whom he will inform of our move- 
ments, &c. From thence he purposes proceeding 
to Rabba, where he will stay till our arrival. Ther- 
mometer 7e, 87,90, during the day. 

Wednesday, Sept, SQlh. — After our luggage had all 
been packedupthis morning in readiness for ourde- 
parture, and every thing had been prepared for that 
purpose, word was brought us from the chief that 
we should be unable to start till to-morrow, because 
the Niger, he said, would receive a great influx of 
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water to-night, which would be considerably in our 
favoui'. As it rained heavily and incessantly nearly 
the whole of last night, and as we had continued 
heavy showers almost the whole of this forenoon, 
we Iwve made no complaint or fuss at our disap. 
pointment, but quietly await the coming of to-mor- 
row. In the evening we were urgently solicited bj 
the hospitable chief of Pat&shie for a charm to ren- 
der him successful in all his shooting excursions, 
and in hunting the hippopotamus. This request was 
soon followed by a similar one from his brother. For 
ourselves we are obliged to follow the current of 
opinion, or consent to lose our credit and he re- 
garded with detestation; aud, as bur charms are 
likely to be as effective as those of the Arabs, we 
sometimes oblige the natives in this respect. Ther- 
mometer 75, 85, 87, during the day. 

Thursday, Sept. ZOth. — Between eight and nine 
o'clock in the mominc, horses were brought us from. 
the chief and his nephew, to take us to the water's 
side, where the luggage had been previously con- 
veyed. Here we waited a good while till canoes 
were brought from another part of the island, tliere 
being but one got ready at the time of our arrival. 
While we stood near the water's edge, hundreds of 
people were collected there to look at us, and among 
them was a native pagMi priest, who was dressed 
more fantastically than any merry-andrew in Chris- 
tendom. His clothing was mcmufactured almost 
solely of fine soft grass. His head and shoulders and 
part of his body were hid underneath an enormous 
tl I p 1 k ti e roof of a hut, with a fringe 

d 1 f tai d grass. A tobe, made also of 

g 11 ly w ven and of various colours, 

1 d h bod d reached as far as the knee ; 

d h m w likewise trousers of the same 

n t 1 d pi d n a similar manner, but this 

t d nd f the colour of dried grass ; it 

w t m d p at th ankles, though a deep fringe 
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hung to the ground. He approached several in<lt< 
viduala that wttre sitting on the tnrf, and stoopios 
over them, the priest enveloped the upper part of 
their persons in his inicoutli headdress; ehook i 
over them, which produced a strange rustling noise ; 
screamed in a most frightful and unearthly tone ; 
and then arose to perform the same hartrarous cere- 
mony to others. 

When the canoes had arrived, and all our things 
had been removed into them from the beach, we 
were desired to ride to a landing-place farther down 
the island, because of the rocks, which are reported 
to intercept the stream at a little distance from the 
place whereon w'e stood, and to be very dangerous 
for canoes which are heavily laden. But first of all 
we took a cordial farewell of the hearty old chief 
of Tedk, who had come over to see us l>efore our 
departure. The venerable governor of PatSshie, to 
whom we are under so many obligations, then pre- 
ceded us on the footway, walking with a staff; and 
we reached the appointed place of embarkation ex- 
actly at the same moment as the canoes. There 
we found a man and woman sitting on a mat, which 
was placed on the grass, refreshing themseliies with 
Guinea nuts and water; we partook of their fare by 
invitation, and as the canoes were waiting for us to 
come on board, we bade adieu, in the most expres- 
sive manner, to the good old chief of Patisbie, and 
thanking all the friends that had accompanied us 
thither, we jumped on board, and pushed off from 
the shore, cheered by the natives that were present. 

The current bore us rapidly along, but we re- 
gretted to find the river again broken up by rocks and 
numerous small islands, which spoil its delightful 
appearance, and render it unnavigable. A few miles 
below Patishie are three islands, abreast of each 
other, and by no means destitute of beauty or ver- 
dure, which are called collectively Rdah. On one 
of them is a large trading town, and near it the 
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canoemflH landed to get some refreshment. We then 

coniinutid our course for some time without meeting 
any obstacle to embarrass us ; but afterward, in or- 
der to get clear of a reef of rocks, we were obliged 
to make our way through an exceedingly narrow 
channel, overhung with the branches of trees, and 
jnore than half filled with rushes and tall luxuriant 
graspcs. This brought us into the main river again, 
Fi lid having passed itlonginfrontof one or two towns 
on the banks of the river, we came in sight of Lt- 
ver, which was the place of our destination, and 
where we landed at one o'clock, after rather a short 
excursion from PatSshie of three hours. Lecer 
may be distant from that island about twenty mites. 
Our surprise was great indeed, when, instead of 
the proper person who we expected would have re- 
ceived us, we were welcomed on shore by a man 
called Ducoa, and who represented himself as ^ent 
and confidentiat friend of the prince of Rabba; but 
this surprise was not a little increased on learning 
that a party of forty or fifty armed Falftiah soldiers 
were ^o in the town. Dueoo, who is a Bornoueae, 
treated us with the courtly politeness of a French- 
man, and was equally lavish in his compliments and 
his offers of service ; he walked with us to the chief 
of the town, to whom he took the liberty of intro- 
ducing us, almost before he himself knew who or 
what we were ; went himself and procured excel- 
lent lodgings for ua, returned and sat down in our 
company to tell us some droll stories, and impart to 
us in confidence some very disagreeable news; then 
hastily rose up, went out, and came back again with 
a sheep luid other provisions, which he had obtained 
by compulsion from the chief, and finally remained 
with us till long after the moon had risen, when he 
left us to our repose, A man of such excessive 
volubility we never recollect to have met with ; but 
at the same time he seems to be a most useful 
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This Lever, then, after all, does not belong to the 
King of Wowow, tliough it stands on li is dominions, 
nor has that monarch a single subject here, or a soli- 
tary canoe, SO that we are as far from getting one 
as ever we were, and with the loss of our horses to 
boot. We have been cajoled and out-manrauvred 
very prettily by those fellows of Boossik and its ad- 
joining stale, whoni we falsely conceived to be onr 
dearest and best b)acl( friends. They liave played 
with us as if we were great dolls; we have been 
driven about like shuttlecocks; we have been to Iheni 
lirst a gazing-stock, and are now no doubt their 
laughing-stock, perhaps their mockery; we have 
been their adnii ration — their buffoons — their wonder 
and their scorn — a by-word and a jesL Else why 
this double-dealing, tliis deceit, this chicanery, these 
hollow professions 1 Why did they entrap us in this 
mannerl Why have they led us about as though 
we had been blind, only to place us in the very lap 
of what Ihey imagine to be danger' For can it be 
possible that the nionarchs of Wowow and Boossd 
were ignontnt of the state of things here, wliich is 
in their own immediate neighbourhood, and which 
have continued the same essentially for these three 
years 1 Surely they have knowingly deceived us. 

As soon as we were convinced that no canoe could 
be had in this place, as we have all along been led to 
expect, we conceived it prudent, under existing cir- 
cumstances, to detain the two canoes which were 
lent us this morning by the chief of Patashie ; one 
of them is tolerably large, and nearly new, but the 
t ther is of much smaller dimensions. However we 
are well aware that the King of Wowow has not yet 
paid for them, and we are afraid that he never will j 
and it grieves and saddens us beyond eifpression to 
do this thing; for the island ruler is a simple, kind- 
hearted, and good, very good old man. But what 
can we do 1 We have not the means of purchasing 
his canoes, for the King of Wowow has deprived us 
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of them; our resources are nearly exhausted, and 
how should we be able to prosecute our jour- 
ney? The Pataahie canoemen stoutly resisted our 
claims, as it is iialural to suppose that they would. 
For our own parts we were actually ashamed to 
look them in the face ; but our busy, restless Criend, 
Dtteoo, the priest, soon silenced their remarks by 
tlireatening to cut off the head of him who should 
presume from that lime to set foot iii either of the 
canoes. To give his menace the greater weight, he 
stationed two of hie men to guard the forbidden 
boats till the sun went down, with drawn swords, and 
dufiiig the greater part of the night another of his 
men paraded up and down the banks of the river 
near the spot as a watch, and this man was continu- 
ally playing' upon a large drum. 

We are furnished with four messengers besides 
him from NoufSe, one of whom is from BoossJ, and 
■the other three from Wowow. The ofBce of these 
men is to see that everything promised us by their 
respective sovereigns be executed in pursuance of 
their agreement ; but no one can be more intimidated 
or alarmed than they. They have scarcely dared 
to opf n their lips for the purpose of speaking since 
our arrival ; they look as silly as slieep, sneak about 
our lodgings, and hang down their heads like pris- 
oners under sentence of death. They are of no 
service whatever to us, rather a disadvantage in fact, 
but yet their wages must be paid them. 

AJler the depiirture of Ducoo in the evening, the 
chief of the town came to pay his respects and to wish 
us good night. He related to us a pitiable account 
of the evils which he and his people had undergone, 
and were still enduring from the selfishness and ra- 
pacity of the FalAtahs; "and they never pay us a 
visit," said he, " but my spirits droop within me, 
and my heart becomes heavy and sorrowful, for 
these foreigners come only to plunder and lay 
waste." The appearance of things at the present 
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time seems to confirm this assertion, for a numtret 
of FaliitHhs are here Tor nu other reason i and the 
melancholy of the chief's countenance was an elo- 
quent illustration of the imbiltered state of his 
heart and feelings. Thermometer 78, 89, 93, du- 
ring the day. 



CHAPTER SIV. 



Baji«i»^D*PBniir> 






Fnday, October 1st. — This n 
relief, the four messengers from Wowow 
spoken of yesterday were paid for having accom- 
panied us hither, and in the forenoon they left the 
town in company to go to Wowow. The Patashie 
canoemen also received their wages at the same 
time, and embarked in two canoes a few minutes 
afterward on their return homewards, so that there 
only remains with us at present one of the Nouflie 
messengers who joined us at Booss^. 

This town is called indiscriminately Leosr and 
Layaba, though the latter name seenrs most gene- 
rally applied here. Its population is great, and 
though it is very extensive, it has been built and 
occupied a very few years only. Its inhabitants 
are all Nouifie people, and not long ago resided in a 
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ar^e village on the opposite Bide of tlie river ; but 
on account of the civil wars which raged in llieir 
country. Betting every njan against his friend and 
against his neighbour, when property was insecure, 
fieedoni threatened, and life in danger, they were 
driven to seek an asylum here, where they fancied 
themselves out of the influence of these evils, and 
beyond the reach of4he FalAtahs, of whom they 
have an unconquerable dread. Here accordingly 
they erected their dwellings, and cleared the adjacent 
ground for cultivation. However, the poor people 
were not left a great while to enjoy unmolested the 
security which they had been in quest of, and which 
they imagined they had found at Layaba; for three 
years ago their relentless enemies invaded their re- 
treat, ransacked the town, and destroyed theirhousea 
by fire. Fortunately for them, the inhabitants had 
timely notice of the approach of these marauders, 
and succeeded in recrossing the river, just before 
their arrivai, without the Ipss of a single man i nor 
could the Falatahs follow them there, because they 
had no canoes. But rather than have their property 
destroyed a second time, and rather than be liable 
to continual irruptions of their enemies, who would 
abuse their women and enslave themselves, after 
their return hither the people of Layaba consented 
to pay a certain tribute to the prince of the Faldtahs 
at Rabba, independent of a kind of ground-rent or 
acknowledgment, which is paid to the owner of the 
soil ; so that a double duty is by this means exacted 
from them. Nor is this all; for parties of FaMtahs, 
which are without employment at home, are gene- 
rally prowling about the country, and levying con- 
tributions on those villages which are too feeble to 
resist their claims. 

Such is the case here at this moment ; the FaJitahs 
entered tlie town on Wednesday to take from its 
peaceful inhabitants whatever they thought proper 
These men are all extremely weli-dressed, and an> 
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armed with large swords, which are carried about 
their persons wherever thaygo. It is hkely enough 
that, ill this town, their object, for the present at 
least, will be defeated, for it is affirmed that they 
are ia terrible apprehension of us, understanding 
that we should interfere in their unjustifiable pro- 
ceedings ; and appearances seem to confirm this as- 

This afternoon their patty was assembled to- 
gether by beat of drum, and they crossed the river 
in a hurry almost immediately a^r. Without ask- 
ing our permission, or giving the slightest intima- 
tion of their intentions to either of us, tbey launched 
mid took, away the Pat&shie canoe, which we call 
ours, and filled it with their people j which some one 
observing, he came running in haste to our hut, and 
informed us that the FalUahs had stolen our largest 
canoe, and were taking it away. Unacquainted then 
with their true motives for this action, we were 
filled with apprehension, and believing the story 
which had been told us, my brother instantly re- 
paired to the water-side, where he observed, sure 
enough, our canoe filled with Falatahs, who were 
waiting the signal for starting. He was agitated at 
the insolence of the fellowe, and ordered them to 
get out of the canoe immediately, or take the con- 
sequences. They were about to obey his commands, 
when our officious friend, Ducoo, the priest, stepped 
forward, put his hand upon his shoulder, and with 
his usual volubility, desired him to be cool, and ha 
would tell him all. He then informed him that h« 
had himself taken the liberty of launching the eano« 
for the use of his friends, made an apology for nol 
asking permission, and-said, that after the Falitahs 
had crossed over on the other side, it should be 
brought back to us again. This satisfied my brother, 
and he left them, though he knew he had been tell- 
ing a falsehood, for it was certainly his intention to 
send away the canoe, so that we should never have 
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the use of it ; but as Ducoo was to remain at Layaha 
a little longer, we had deterniiiied to keep him in 
" durance vile" till another, through his means, 
should he got for us. 

Ill the mean time I had also repaired to the water- 
side with a pistol, which so terrified the Falatahs, 



they could, in great trepidation, for Ihey fancied 
that their end was come. The priest subsequently 
remarked, that since our arrival, they had been 
greatly alarmed on account of our presence, and 
that he had been unable to suppress their fears. 
Thinking to pay us a compliment, he said we were 
stronger and better looking than any chief in the 
whole country, with the exception of the sultan of 
Bornou. He is himself a tall handsome fellow, and 
was chuckling at his own ingenuity, but we look 
little notice of him, and gave him not so much as a 
needle for his remark. This same individual has 
begun to show himself in his true colours ; in the 
morning he began begging with nmch importunity, 
not only for bimsejf, but for othej-s, nor would he be 
quieted until we had satislied hiS covelousness ; aud 
lie then laid claim to one of our canoes, which he 
had the impudence to offer us for sale, and entreated 
that we would purchase of him ! Surely the man 
cannot be in earnest. This is impudence with a 
vengeance ! 

Another small party of Fal4tahs entered Layaba 
this afternoon. An hour or two since, one of Uiem 
attempted to take away a bow and arrows from an 
inhabitant of the town, who disputed his right to do 
so ; but the Falfitah enforced his demand by cutting 
him across the right shoulder with bis sword. The 
wounded man saw the blood and wept, and ran away 
to make a complaml to his chief, who hearkened to 
his tale and pitied him. After a good deal of trou- 
ble, he caused the bow and arrows to be given back 
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to their rightful owner, but he could do no more ; he 
dared not punish the assailant for his crime, and he 
was suffered to boast of it at large. How different 
are these people from the peaceful and happy Fa!d- 
tahs in Yarriba and other countries, who spend their 
lime solely in pastoral occupations and pursuits! 
Thermometer 76°, 85°, 87°, during the day. 

Saturday, October 2d. — The chief sent us another 
fine sheep to-day, and a quantity of dressed provisions 
swimming in palm oil. He was induced to make us 
this present from Ducoo's insinuations, who, no 
doubt, has his own private ends in view. The 
priest boasts an acquaintance with the late unfor- 
tunate Major Laing, and aSams that he was near 
the spot at the time of that gentleman's death. He 
can also relate the whole of the circumstances at- 
tending the melancholy fate of Mr. Park and his 
associates. But this man is an eternal talker, and 
therefore we receive ail his communications with 
extreme suspicion. 

In the afternoon a small party of men arrived here 
in a canoe from the chief of the island of Teak, with 
a message to us, purporting that the canoes which 
We had, to his infinite surps'lse, detained at Layaba, 
did not belong, as we imagined, to his friend the 
Chief of PatAshie, but were his own property ; and 
as he did not acknowledge the authority of Wowow, 
but had ever been subject to the King of NoufKe, he 
considered that we could have no right whatever to 
the canoes in question, and therefore he would en- 
treat us to return them by the hands of his messen- 
gers. He had lent them, because he was willing to 
oblige us and please his neighbour; but he did not 
conceive or think it possible that we could make so 
ungrateful and unkind a return for his hospitality, 
and the respect and attention which it had been his 
pride and pleasure to show us. For our own parts, 
we could not forbear acknowledging the truth and 
justice of the observations of the Teah chieftain and 
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Warning ourselves for the step we had taken, We 
therefore expressed our deep and very sincere re- 
g'ret at the measure which we had, from a combina- 
tion of circumstances, been compelled to adopt ; yet 
we assured the chief messenger, a quiet, re^eetaWe 
man, that it vae not altogether our own fault (for 
indeed it was not), as the Patishie canoemen well 
Itnew, for tne men of Wowow had forbidden them 
to take back the Ixiats, promising that their sove- 
reign would pay for them, and the Falatah agent 
had prevented them from doing so. We said further, 
that whatever might bi the consequence, we had 
not the slightest objection for the canoes to be re- 
stored to their riglitful owner; and provided. the 
men from Teah could obtain ihe consent of the 
priest to take them away, they were at liberty to do 
so whenever they might think proper. But this 
they were by no means disposed to do, for they 
both feared and hated him ; and tlierefore they bribed 
the NouiBe messenger wilii a large sum of money 
to assist them in their project, and purposed tsAing 
away both canoes in the night-season by stealth. 
However, their intentions were frustrated by the 
watchful vigilance of the priest, who had mistrusted 
them long before they were made known to ua ; and 
when he bad actuallv detected their plans, he or' 
dered the canoes to De pulled up on shore, two hun- 
dred yards at least from the water's edge, and ob- 
served with vehemence, that after what he had done 
should they be launched again into the water and 
taken away, he would instantly tie a rope round the 
necks of the chief of the town and the Nouffie 
messenger that had accepted the bribe, and in that 
humiliating state they should be driven like beasts 
to their sovereign the magia. 

In the evening, the inhabitants of the town as 
sembled outside our house to amuse themselves by 
dancing and singing in the moonlight; for, notwith- 
etandinj; all their misfortunes and op[«essionsi they 
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never refrain from indulging with all their hearts 
in these sprightly and thoughtless entertainments. 
Every dancer held in each hand a cow's tail ; they 
were all dressed grotesquely, and a'great quantity of 
strings af cowries encircled their legs and boaiec, 
which made a loud rattling noise by the violence and 

1 *ty f II " movements. They sang as they 
d d and d, by the oddity of their gestures, 

1 d i pp gs f applause, and bursts of laughter 
f m 11 h by tanaers. The spectacle was ex- 
d ly 1 d us ; we have rarely witnessed so 
h j 1 ty and thouthtless gayety; and we 
h Id m 1 ghed so much at any native exhibi- 

t Th h th performers panted from want of 

b h w th tl xectiona, they yet continued theii 

da ) ng as is usual with them, till long 

aft n d ht 

T k ra y f their countrymen, and like the na- 
tives of "iamba, the inhabitants of Layaba appear 
lo bestow scarcely a moment's reflection either on 
public misery or individual distress— upon their own 
misfortunes or the calamities of their neighbours. 
Nature has moulded their minds to enjoy the life 
they lead ; their grief, if they grieve at all, is but for 
a moment; sorrow comes over tbeni and vanishes 
like the lightning's flash; they weep, and, in the 
same breath, their spirits regain their elasticity and 
cheerfulness; they may well be said to drink of the 
waters of Lethe whenever they pldase. As long as 
they have food to eat, and health to enjoy their 
frivolous pastimes, they seem contented, happy, and 
full of life. They think of little else.— 

'^ Tbouglit wcmld deairoy their paradise." 

Thermometer 77°, 83°, 90°, during the daj-. 

Sunday, Oct. 3d. — We were desired yesterday to 
get our things packed up, and ourselves prepared, 
for that this morning we should quit the island to 
proceed on our journey. In pursuance of this ar 
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rangcmenl we had got ail our luggage in readinesN 
and only waited the coming of the chief to take our 
departure, when, to our great regret, one of liis 
messengers entered our hut to apprize us that we 
should be unable to go away till to-morrow, his 
master having been dissuaded from his original pur- 
pose by the officious, bustling priest, our friend and 
enemy. We snbmitted to the disappointment as 
paiierilly and silently as we could ; and in the even- 
ing we obtained a solemn promise, that whatever 
nii<,'ht be the consequence, no one should divert him 
from the resolution he hadformed of detaining us no 
longer than to-day; and that early to-morrow we 
should certainly depart. Thermometer 7C°, 89°, 88", 
during tlie day. 

Monday, Oct. ith. — Our surprise and displeasure 
may be guessed, when, after our goods had been re- 
moved from our hut into the yard outside, we were 
informed that we should be compelled to abide in 
the town yet another day, not withstanding all that 
the chief had toid us yesterday. Our patience was 
now completely exhausted; and we were in great 
anger, for it is disheartening to be always deceived 
and trifled with hy such scoundrels. . Repairing in- 
stantly to a hut wherein we knew the chief passed 
most of his lime, we discovered him sitting on iKe 
ground in company with the artful Ducoo and our 
NoufBe messenger, and engaged in a very high dis- 
pute with both of them. Our unexpected and ab- 
rupt intrusion and angry looks cut short their wran- 
gling; and we sijoke with much emphasis of the 
shameful maimer in which we had been treated, and 
expressed our delerrai nation of leaving Layaba 
presently, in defiance of them and all their power. 
With the most insolent effrontery in the world the 
jiricsi smiled at us, and replied, that we were en- 
tirely in his power — that we should do as Ae liked, 
and quit the town whenever he thought proper. 
Such languaire as this we thought was rather too 
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bold: we pretended to be in » violent pasaion, ind 
^ickly undeceived htm in this poinl, threatening, 
Ihat if either he or any of his men should presume 
to interfere with us ia our intentions or proceedings, 
or attempt to hinder us from getting away from the 
lown, we should feel bo more hesitation or reluc- 



seen any thing in ua but mildness, was intimidated 
at the determined and resolute behaviour we had 
found it necessary to adopt : he was crest-fallen in 
a moment, and, from being one of the most bois- 
terous and consequential fellows in the world, be- 
came quite passive ; yet his presence of mind did not 
forsake him : he stammered out a kind of apology, 
attempted to sooth us by soft language and submis- 
sioLi, in which he found little difficulty, and did all in 
his power to effect a reconciliation. Having settled 
this business, we went out, and assembling our men, 
attempted to draw our canoe to the riverside, but 
the ground was uneven, and the boat so long and 
heary, that notwithstanding alt our exertions we 
could move her only a few inches towards the river. 
The people were ashamed of themselves to see m 
labouring so hard, and to so little purpose ; and the 
priest, likewise, observing us, was convinced that 
we were in earnest : therefore, whispering a few 
words in the ear of the chief, tliey both came down 
to the spot whf:re we were toiling at the canoe, fol- 
lowed ^y a number of men ; these, with the priest 
at tlieir head, took the work out of our hands, and 
in less than two minutes the boat was floating on 
the water. Our luggage was then conveyed into the 
two canoes, and shortly afterward we were supplied 
with three men to paddle them with the assistance 
of our own. Here we took our farewt'll of the chief 
and the priest, the latter begging us very anxiously 
to speak well of him to his sovereign at Rabba. 
It was sot tilt after we wrare sdl in the canoes, and 
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ready to push off, that those on shore discovered 
them to be overladen, and 11; com mended us to hire 
one of imniense size which was lying alongside. 
Without stopping to make them any reply, or listen 
to any furtlier nonsense, we desired our own men to 
push the boats out into the middle of the current, 
which they did very promptly, and the town of Lay- 
aba, with its chief and inhabitants, was speedily out 
of sight, and soon forgotten. This was about nine 
o'clock in the morning, so that, after all, we had lost 
but little time in getting away. 

The banks of the river near Lever are high, being, 
according to our estimation, about forty feet above 
the river, and steep to the water-side. The river it- 
self appeared deep, and free from rocks of any kind ; 
its direction nearly south. We ran down the stream 
very pleasantly fn- twelve or fourteen miles, the Ni- 
ger, during the whole of the distance, rolling grandly 
along — a noble river, neither obstructed by islands 
nor deformed with rocks and stones. Its width 
varied from one to three miles ; the country on each 
side was very flat, and a few mean, dirty-looking vil- 
lages were scattered on the water's edge. We then 
came to two small islands; the land appeared more 
elevated, and in some few places it rose in gentle 
hills. We observed three remarkable and lofty hilla 
on the eastern side, which nise very abruptly from 
the plain, and were separated from each other only 
by a few yards of ground. Both banks of the river 
were overhung with large shady trees, between 
which we could perceive the land behind to be open 
and well-cultivated ; and, if we may be allowed to 
form an opinion from the number of towns and vil- 
lages which were scattered over the country, we 
should conceive it to be thickly inhabited also. 

At one o'clock, P. M., we landed at a considerably 
large and spacious town, called Sojiebo, which is in- 
habited b^ Noufiie people, though it is situated on 
the Yamba or western side of the river. For dirt 
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imstle, and nastiness of all kinds, this place, we think, 
can scarcely b^ exRceiled. For two liours after our 
arrival we were obliged to wait in a close and dimin- 
utive hut, till a more convenient and becoming' habi- 
tation could be proRured for our reception, and the 
pleasure of the chief with regard to us should be 
known. Here we were visited by a number of the 
inhabitants, conaisting both of Falatahs and JVmi- 
fanchie (Nouffie people). Among the former was a 
sagacious and intelligent old man, who has travelled 
.1 long, long way on the Niger, even beyond Timbuc- 
too ; and he states, that that town is several miles 
from the biinksof the river. We were sadly incom- 
modei. by these visiters, who scarcely allowed us to 
move or breathe; which, joined to the. heat of the 
weather, and the insufferable stetich, rendered our 
situation truly comfortless and distressing. 

We were at length removed from this horrible 
hole, and conducted to a hut in the heart of the 
town, in which wood fires had been burning the 
whole of the day, so that the wall was almost as 
warm as the sides of a heated oven, insomuch that 
it could hardly be endured. Vet, to render it more 
unpleasant still, a lat^e, closely-woven mat was 
placed before the doorway, in order to prevent a 
thousand eyes from staring ia upon us; this ex- 
cluded every breath of air. Our feelings, during the 
whole of the night, were more distressing tlian can 
be conceived; we were almost suffocp^d with the 
closeness and intense heat of the room; and dreamed 
hat we were being baked alive in an oven. It ap- 
pears that this town is governed by two chiefs, sepa- 
rate and distinct from each other, one of whom is a 
Nouf&e man, and the other a Faldtah \ for in the 
afternoon ea:^h of these individuals sent us a bowl 
of rice as a present. 

Bajiebois a flourishing and important trading town, 
although not walled, and one of the largest and most 
populous that we have yet seen. A considerabl« 
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traffic is carried on by its inhabitants with tlieir 
countrymen on the opposite side of the river, for 
which purpose they have a great numbRi of canoes 
of large dimensions, which are continually employed 
every dayin crossing from sidi' to side. Their huts 
are erected so close to each other, and with so little 
regard to comfort and a free circulation of air, thai 
there is scarcely a footpath in the town wide enough 
for more than one man to walk on at a time ; and 
not having the advantage of shady trees, the heat 
of the town is excessive and distressing. Its un- 
cleanness, filth, aaid extreme nastiness have already 
been alluded to ; and the odour emitted from the 
dirty streets is offensive and almost insupportable. 
The people formerly inhabited a town on the oppo- 
site bank of the Niger, but as was the case with 
those of Layaba, they were induced, or rather com- 
pelled to settle here, on account of the commotions 
occasioned by the civil wars, and like them too, 
they have been found out by their greatest enemies. 

The power of the Falitahs here is evidently very 
great. One of their number is styled chief, andhas 
more authority and influence than the native ruler. 
We have been obliged to make a present to each of 
these individuals, and other high and mighty person- 
ages were likewise desirous of obtaining a similar 
favour at our hands, but we made light of their con- 
versation, and would not understand their enigmas. 

We have seen to-day several large canoes, the 
bottom of which is made of a single tree, and built 
up with planks to a considerable height. In many 
of them, sheds, or houses, as they are called, have 
been erected, which are thatched with straw, and in 
which fires are kindled, food prepared, and people 
sleep, and indeed live altogether. The roof is circu- 
lar, and formed in much the same manner as the up- 
per part of a covered wagon in England. These 
sheds are of the most essential service to the na- 
tives, as, with their assistance, merchants are en- 
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abled to travel with some degree of comfort, with 
their wives and household, several days' journey up 
and down the Niger, without being under the neces- 
sity of landing', except to purchase provisions, or 
whenever tliey feel inclined to do so. As the people 
hare nothing that equals or answers to pitcii, hemp, 
or tar, they use iron staples for thf purpose of je- 
pairing it and keeping the planks logether when a 
canoe becomes leaky, or any part of it, as it fre* 
quently happens, is split by exposure to the rays of 
the sun. We have seen an old canoe, which had 
undergone repairs several times, wiih no less than 
from eight to ten thousand of tliese staples driven 
into her sides and bottom. 

Our course to-day has been about S. by E. The 
thermometer has been at 70, 90, and 95. 

Tuesday, October 5(/i.— Before sunrise this morn- 
ing our luggage was removed to the beach, and be- 

upon the water. Just below the town of Bajiebo 
the Niger spreads itself into two noble branches, of 
nearly equal width, formed by an island. We pre- 
ferred journeying on the eastern branch, but for no 
particular reason. The country beyond the banks 
was very fine. The island in the middie of the river 
is small, but verdant, woody, and handsome ; and we 
passed by the side of it in a very few minutes, with 
considerable velocity. It was then that both banks 
presented the most delightful appearance. They 
were embelUshed with mighty trees and elegant 
shrubs, which were clad in thii^k and luxuriant foli- 
age, some oflively green, and others of darker hues ; 
and little birds were singing merrily among their 
branches. Magnificent festoons of creeping plants, 
always green, hung from the tops of the tallest trees, 
and drooping to the water's edge, formed immense 
natural grottoes, pleasing and grateful to the eye, 
and seemed to be fit abodes for the Naiads of tha 
river ! Yet, with all its aiiuremenls, there is some- 
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thing wanting in an African scene to render it 
comparable in interest and beauty to an English 
landscape. 



There is nothing here half so attractive or inspir 
ing. It is seldom, very seldom, that the morn ie 
ushered in by llie " song of earliest birds ;" which is 
so eminently enchanting at home, and which in- 
duces so mucK happiness and cheerfulness, benevo- 
lence and joy. Here there are no verdant fields, 
nor hedges, adorned with the jessamine, the daisy, 
the primrose, tte bluebottle, or the violet, and the 
hundredothcrpretty flowers, which please thesig-hl, 
and exhale, in springtime or summer, the most grate- 
ful and delicious fragrance. No flowers here 



for not a solitary one is anywhere to lie seen. Be- 
sides, generally speaking, a loneliness, a solemnity, a 
death-like silence pervades the noblest and most 
Magnificent prospects, which has a tendency to fill 
the mind with associations of sadness, aad reflec- 
tions of melancholy, very opposite to the silent 
cheerfulness and that internal springing joy which 
we feel on contemplating those goodly and chiirm- 
ing taniiscapea which are the pride, the beauty, and 
th« ornament of England. To look at the clean- 
liness of our cottages and the tidiness of their oc- 
cupants is pleasant ; but when the dirty mud huts of 
the natives of this part of the world, with the peo- 
ple themselves, do appear, in our opinion they banish 
every favourable impression, and destroy the effect 
of all. 
In the course of an hour after leaving Bajiebo, we 

iiassed by two towns of considerable extent, and a 
lill was observed right ahead of us, covered with 
trees, one of which was of such singular appearance, 
that it might easily be mistaken at a short distance 
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for 1 tall pole, with a flag unfurled, and waving at 
the top of it. 

J* t a little before eight in the morning, we saw and 
passed along at the base of a high pile of loose 
grauite rocks, large and dark-coloured, which are 
on the Nouffie, or eastern side of the river ; and al- 
most close to them, and on tlii^ edge of the water, is 
a small town. In about a half hour afterward we 
arrived at an extensive town, situated on the same 
side, and called Leeches, which is inhabited by Nou- 
fanchie, and said to be a place oi considerable rank 
and consequence. Here we landed by express de- 
sire, and finding an empty grass hut near the spot, 
we entered and took possession of it till euch time 
as the chief should be made acquainted with our ar* 
rival. Here also our canoe-men left us, and returned 
to Bajiebo, whefe we had hired them. 

We were not suffered to wait long, but in a few 
minutes received an invitation from the chief to 
come and see him ; and having walked through a 
good part of the town, we at len^h approached hia 
residence, and were introduced without ceremony or 
hinderance into a targe and Infly hut, where we dis- 
covered the chief sitting on a platform of mud, in 
great state, with about forty natives and Falatahs 
in earnest conversation on each side of him. He re< 
ceivei! ns with great civility and many demonstra- 
tions of gladness, and desired us to draw near his 
[lerson, that he might have a better opportunity of 
ooking at and talking to us. However, he appeared 
unwilling for us to quit Leec/iee till to-morrow, and 
pressed us strongly to remain with him for the day, 
which, however, not all his solicitations and impor* 
tunitjes could induce us to accede to. A Falatah 
then commenced a long and pithy harangue, in which 
he endeavoured to prejudice the chief and those that 
were with him against us, and to (ill their minds with 
alarm and apprehension, on account of our malevo* 
lence and the extraordinary power which he emd 
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-*« possessed , but Tiif eleqtipnce n a^ Unanihnp:, for 
■wo nid the con">Irttio» to hpir one of his own rotn- 
sSmons and conntnmeri desire him li» hold his 
lengue, Hiid mind In* owntmsihesS, atid consequently 
las vemvkB «ere soon forfKrtlen 

We had provided outo'lves with a small present 
for Ihis (^lef on our firM •lettm^' out for hr* resi- 
dence, l>Bt afl«r what We >id seen and heard, we 
Toncied thatltw*s loo ttitltnsr, tjtfi fenred that it 
irould be [elnrned as such bj the chief, and thai w e 
shoald be exposed to abuse and ribaldry from those 
ttwt Here «ith him, therefore something was added 
to the gift before «e piesenled it We then took 
our leave of hiffi and his people, and iilst^tly made 
€fur way back (o the water-side, where we w aiWd !(l 
the Rtais hut, tihat appeared to «sio be a loiigjong 
tihie, for the-appe-^T itici' Of the eanoettien with vihom 
he chief lljtl promised Id supply lis. In Ihis mter- 
■Til, the goifriior eent tis a pot of honey t touple 
of (tne ItJinons, md a lew Ifme*"! Aflrt a considers 
He dehi), a nitin for e leh canoe ptMild onlj be prcr- 
eared fur ue «io th^t (wo or our ti\vn [ eo'ple were 
ohhsedto aiipplv the place of others as well as they 
eotild 

Ihanillh if thp 'Nieei at Leechee is about three 
miles and Ihe mhrfhrtaril-f liare plentt- of lanoesfor 
the purpose nf cri)ssni'_ the f\\'4t for fistnnsr and 
rw other purposes AbomhfllFpMt ten !*e got into 
anr>oanoesi which we pushed MT (he ehoK and pro 
Leaded It a pood ratp down ifee "fream tttong the 
sntoof a^ooiH-iderHhle island winch is Within £tm 
shot of tile tovhi <ilid after passing' a I irge open 
MUuge, Of respeWrtblB abearance which is on ihe 
western bank we pit in at a ^nn«H town a feur 
mi)t!s bsWwr also-on Ihe iRrrtbsl side of the rrvtr 
wtKirewewere onstraineii to go in-qiie t i f oihe;' 
can6eMei™b*c(Mw8Eho«'fromI.e*chee ihonplithi^ 
had been With us Oniv forty mm iH^fe md had nt 
taiidv not l^iMWetl Veiy fca¥d h»S reA«e<l lo pro. 

II -i 
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ceed with us any farther, nor could all our entice- 
ments induce them to forego this resolution. Here 
we were detained in our canoes, and exposed to the 
sun for an hour and a half, in order to obtain fresh 
canoemen, the inluibitants of Ihe town being absent 
in the Helds. 

Immediately after leavmg this town we passed 
another island, of goodly appearance, but we under- 
stand it is uninhabited. We then came in sight of 
a double range of i-ocky hills, one of which is close 
to the water, and both running from north-east t9 
nearly due south. At one P. M. we were again 
obliged to put in and land at a small village, which 
is situated on an island, for an exchange of canoe- 
nien, for, like those from Leechee, these were un- 
wiUingto go a great way from their liomes. In an 
hour's time a number of the islanders came down to 
us, and paddled us to the opposite side of the river, 
and from thence along the base of the hills already 
alluded to. The appearance of these hills is wild 
and gloomy, though highly romantic. Trees of 
hungry growth and stunted shrubs, whose foliage 
seemed for the most part dull and withering, shoot 
out of the hollows and interstices, and overhang im- 
mense precipices, whose jagged summits they partly 
conceal. Indeed,^these hills look dismal and lone- 
some in the extreme, and seem to be *isited only by 
wild beasts and birds of prey, or by the shadow of 
a passing cloud, which serves to increase, if possible, 
their dreariness and gloom. On the top of one of 
them is a huge and singular block of white stone, 
which, at a certain distance, greatly resembles an 
ancient fortilication. We arrived ai the end of our 
journey, and the termination of the nearer rimge 
of hills, between four and five o'clock in the after- 
noon, when we landed at a fisliing-town on a small 
island, which is called Madjie, and belongs to the 
Noufanchie. Here we were received with cheer 
Mness by the chief, who accommodated us with a 



..Google 



MOUNT KESA. 51 

roomy hui, sent us a quantity of dressed provisions, 
and otherwise treated us in the moet hospitable man- 
ner. The banks of the river lliat we have passt*d 
to-day are high, and well cultivated. The direction 
of the river rather to the eastward of south, and the 
distance from this island to Bajiebo about thirty 
miles. The thermometer has been at 78,92,94, 
dnrinj; the day. 

Wednesday, Oct. filfi. — About seven o'clock itt the 
moniing' we departed from the island of Madjie, 
wiiere we had slept, and pursued our journey down 
the river, which for a short distance takes a turn to 
the east, by the side of another range of hills, and 
atlerward Rows for a number of miles a Utile to the 
southward of east. Near the island of Madjie, the 
Niger branches into three streams, and we were 
recommended to follow the most easterly, because 
tht! other two were neither considered so deep nor 
so free from danger. 

On leaving tlie island we journeyed very rapidly 
down the current for a few minutes, when, having 
passed another, we caroe suddenly in sight of an 
elevated rock, which is called Mouut Kesa by the na- 
tives, and almost at the same instant we found our- 
selves abreast of it. U forms a small island, and is 
probably not less than three hundred feet in height, 
which renders it a conspicuous and remarkable ob- 
ject. It is excessively steep, and rising' out of the 
river as it does, its appearance is irresistibly impos- 
ing and majestic beyond expression. Its base is 
fringed by venerable trees, and less magnificent ve- 
getation, which also strives to spring forth from its 
biirreii and almost naked aides. Tlie height of 
Mount Kesa, its solitary position, and the peculiarity 
of its form dislinguish it from every other, and 
render it an ol^eet of more than common interest. 
It is greatly venerated by the natives of this part 
tif the country, and, as may readily be imagined, 
favourstbe superstitious notions which are attached 
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1(1 it by a siriiple and credulous people, who.like the 
vul^iir of iCiiropH, aiH fond of the marvellous. The 
stoiy attached t(i .Muiiiit Kesa is of h very lomaiilic 
nature. The iiativfis believe that a bene'voleiit ge- 
ntus makes Ihe nioitiitain liis favourite and cotiliiiuni 
abode, and dispenses around him r benign and hea- 
venly influence. Here the misfortunes of the ua- 
liMppy are alleviated, the wanls of the needy sup- 
plied, and the lamentations of the mourner turned 
Ui joy ; sin, sorrow, und suffering are nukuonn ; 
soleninity gives place to merriment, and Ihe solici- 
tude of futurity to present enjoyment and thought- 
less jocuUirity. But more especially, say the na- 
tives, the weary traveller liere finds a refuae from 
the storm, and a rest from his toils ; here he reposes 
in the delights of security, and revels in the i;om- 
forts of ease. However, to obtain all this, he makes 
known liis wants and desires to the spirit o( the 
mountain by supplication and prayer, when they are 
instantly answered ; he receives the must delicate 
and excellent food from invisible hands, snd when 
snSiciently invigorated b^' refreshment, he is at lib- 
erty either to continue his journey or remain awhU^ 
to [>articipate in the blessing's of the mountain. .Such 
is the story we received from these supitptitiOHS 
|)eople of this celebrated mouiit. A little to Ihe 
northward of it is a naked rock, which rises only a 
few yards above the surface of the water ; but frwii 
its insianificanee it is unwortl:)- ot piufticular d«si-ci[i- 
tiou, 

A (ranoe,in which was a'Mohamiiie<lanpiiest,witb 
his women aud. train, kept com|»ny withub dowii 
the river, anflRabba was the place- of St9 destina- 
tion. A very" spirited competitioiiwaa forsBme time 
niaintainipd between his ^canoemen and. ours, in le- 
(T^ird to the velocity with which they tould impel 
their respective boats; but tltat of the' priest ivns 
three (inn's latter and iieaiier thitrt ours, and iipe 
>va3 lit length constraiitiid to foregc.tb* eonteiW, Uw 
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odds being so very much airainst him. This crealed 
a loud ku^h and a little cheering on our side, and 
much meninietit on both. All lliecnnoes then pro- 
ceeded abreast of each other, and the whole of the 
party were on the best possible terms. The priest's 
wives strove to entertain us to the best of their 
ability with specimens of their music. One of iheni 
pliiyedonafoiir-sttingedguitar, and her companions 
accompanied the instrument with Iheir voices ; and 
though the noise was not very melodious, still it 
was more agreeable to us Ihai) silence; indeed, we 
were highly pleased with the attempt of these sooty 
ladies, for how rude soever the performance may 
be, music has oftentimes a pleasant and soothing 
influence. 

At nine in the morning we landed near a small 
town to procure a fresh supply of canoemen, and 
we waited for them above an iiotir, withoilt visiting 
the adjacent village. As soon as we had obtained 
them we journeyed along the eastern side of the 
river j and, at eleven A. M., perceived the smoke of 
the far-famed Habba ascending many miles before 
us. In another half-hour we drew near an island 
called Belee, which is exceedingly low, dat, and 
swampy. Here we slopped at a large, but mean 
and dirty-looking town, which stands close to the 
watei's edge. 

We were shortly introduced to the chief, who is a 
great, rich, and important personage, if we may be- 
lieve the representations of our messengei. He in- 
formed us, that Mohamed, the magia's son, who 
had left ua at Patkshie, had returned from his father, 
in pursuance of his agreement, but, instead of re- 
maining at Rabba, as we expected, he had come 
over to Belee, and been waiting three dajs on the 
island, in expectation of our arrival. However, hav- 
ing heard in the earlier part of the morning that we 
were to have slept at Madjie last night, he instantly 
left Bele" *" *^''oe, aud proceeded up the rivet to 
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mpetus. For ourselves we had neither lieard nor 
seen any thing eitherof him or his iranoe. The gov- 
eriwr further said, " Yon will be obUged to remain at 
Balee till Mohamed's return to the island, for he has 
news of importane* to cumniunicate to youj to- 
morrow morning you will leave hence, and proceed 
to another island, which is farther down the river, 
wherein it is arranged that you shall abide till yoni 
affairs be finally adjusted." There was some mysteiy 
about this, which was unexpected and not very grati- 

It was nearly evening before Mohamed tetnrned 
to Belee, and he came to us in a dripping state, with 
an excuse that he had been upset in his canoe two 
or three times. After the first salutations were 
over, he informed us of his visit to his father, and 
itK result. The magia had desired him to assure us 
of his ^best wishes in our welfare, and his deter- 
mination to protect, support, and encourage us, as 
far as he was able." Moliamed then drew our atten- 
tion to a young man who had entered the hut with 
him, but whom we had not before observed, and in- 
troduced him as a messenger sent to us by the FalA- 
tah prince of Rabba. This man said that his mas- 
ter, nanfed Mallara Dendo, had commissioned him 
to acquaint us, that he heartily concurred with the 
King of Nouilie in the favourable opinions and sen- 
timents which the latter entertained for us. With 
respect to our visitins Rabba, whinh he understood 
we were very much disinclined to do, he should not 
urge us; and rather imagined that we should be 
more comfortable and enjoy greater tranquillity on 
an island on the opposite side of the river, where he 
would recommend us to stop. The chief of Belee 
had previously made us acquainted with this ar- 
raiigeraent. 'I'he FalStah messenger concluded by 
observing that we should be visited on the morrow 
by the "Xin^o/iAei>flrA Wafer .'"who would escort 
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Hb to the island in question, of which lie is go*. 

In the evening the chi^f of Belee made us a pres- 
ent of a quantity of gooni-nuts, a large pot of honey, 
a sheep, and dressed provisions in ubmidance, with 
a huge calabash of sour beer. He boasted that he 
was the King of Nouffie's head ^lave, and a mighty 
man of valour ; and artfully insinuated that he ex- 
pected a present from us in proportion to his rank 
and eminence. But we have seen sui;h numbers ot 
kings, princes, and great men lately, that we are 
heartily disgusted with all who bear the epithet; thej 
are so numerous, that they would be as difficult to 
count as the drops of rain in a heavy shower. 

The thermometer has been at 79, 92, and 94, du- 
ring the day. 

The course of the river from Madjie to this island 
has been to the S. E., the distance about twelve 
miles. The eastern or Nouffie bank of tlie river is 
moderately high, and overspread with low hills, and 
both banks are well cultivated. 

Thursday, Oct. 7(A.— So early as five o'clock in the 
morning our canoes were loaded, and having break- 
fasted on a slice of yam, we were fully prepared to 
quit the island. But as it was not deemed either 
politic or proper to go away till the arrival of the 
great King of the Dark Water, who was hourly ex- 
pected, and who might be inclined to construe our 
departure into contempt, we consented to await his 
coming. Though we have been exposed to a thou- 
sand nuisances, and all manner of inconveniences, 
and are pretty well reconciled to them ail, yet rather 
than remwn In a dose black hut, full of men, whose 
garments are generally covered vrith vermin, and 
rarely, if ever, cleaned, and who make it a common 
practice to sit on the mat whereon we sleep ; rather 
than do this, we stepped into our canoes, and hav- 
ing pushed off from the land, we waited the islander'* 
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I^^ivjtL wni-lev ih« Ijriijiclies of a large teee at a* little 
distanoe from the Imvn. 

Sfi^weeii nJHeaiid ten,, A. M„ ne- heard aiiumhet 
«f. iMen singing, and keeping lime to the niolioii of 
iMiWiy paJiika, but wft youlil see no onfe. Howeier, 
ip ftvery few niiuiileai a canoe, wliich was paddled 
\>y a, (ttw, men ooiy, cnme in sight, siid we kneiv by 
this that the WsVer King- was af^onchiu?. ; It \vas 
ioetaiitly fi^owed hy another and liiueh. lurger une, 
pte^wlkd by iibove , tw.eirty very, fine youugi men, 
who*^ vuic^a ttthad been listening.- to, jnst before, 
ami ;who were stiU le^Winuiiiir their song. Theit 
Biusic ^'as slowet.Lbut verysimilat to that which may 
be heard on many parts of the western coast. 'I'he 
Hing.vJ theDafk H-'oifrwaswiihthem. As the ca- 
noe drew nearer we were not only surprised at its 
Sjawqjdmary length and uncommon neatness, but 
iike,w;ise at the. unusual displ»3' of pomp and show 
iv^icb. we observed in her. In the centre a mat 
^CKli£:was erected, whinh was variously decorated, 
and on the front of it hung a larire piece of scarlet 
filoth, ornamented with biis of golil lace stitched on 
different parts of it. In the bow of the canoe were 
three or four little bovs, of equal size, who were 
clad with neatness aiicl propriety; and in the stem 
sat a number of comely-looking musicians, consist- 
ing of several drummers and a trumpeter, while the 
young men who had the management of the boat 
were not inferior to their companion.^ either in de- 
cency of apparel or respectability of appearance. 
Tbey aUlookedin fat- 1 extremely well. 

As soon as tliis canoe arrived at the landintr-place, 
the " Water King" came out from beneath the awn- 
ing, and, followed by the musicians and a suite of 
attendants, walked to the hut wherein all public mat- 
ters are transacted, and whither, in a few minutes, 
we ourselves were de^jired to repair. The chief of 
the island, wi'.h his elders and the more respectable 
of the people, were seuted, on our entjance, oit 
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end) side of iheir important visiter, an my brother 
aud I, as a mark of distinction, were invited to place 
ourselves in front of him. When the usual compli- 
ments had passed on hoth sides, he informed us, with 
much solemnity, of his rank and title ; he then al- 
luded to the cause of his coming, which, he said, 
was to do us honouri and repeated what had previ- 
ously been told us by the king's son. This being 
done, he presented «s with a pot of excellent honey, 
and two thousimd cowries in money, besides a large 
quantity of goora-nuts, which are cultivated ~in the 
country, and which are held in so great esteem, that 
the opulent and powerful alone have the means of 
procuring them. Having nothing farther to say or 
do, we shook hands with his sable majesty, whose 
name is Soliken Rouah, expressed onr acknowledg- 
ments for his handsome present, and returned to our 

The "King of the Dark Water" is a fine-looking 
man, well stricken in years ; his skin as black as a 
coai ; his features are coarse but benevolent, and his 
stature advantageous and commanding. He was 
dressed in a full Bornouse, or Arab cloak, of inferior 
blue cloth, underneath which was a variegated tobe 
made of figured satin, country cloth, and crimson silk 
damask, idl patched together; he likewise wore a 
cap of red cloth, Haussa trousers, and sandals of 
coloured leather. Two pretty little boys, about ten 
years of age, and of equal size, and who acted in 
capacity of pages, followed him into the hut. Their 
clothing was neat and becoming, and their persons 
nicely clean ; each of them was furnished with an 
ornamented cow's tail, and they stood one on his 
right hand and the other on his left, to brush away 
flies and other insects from his person, and supply 
him with goora-nuts and tobacco. The king was 
also accompanied by six of his wives, fine handsome 
>et-black girls, dressed in neat country caps edged- 
with red silk. Native cloths, made of cotton and 
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silk, were fastened round their waists, beneath which 
they wore a sort of short frock. The usual custom 
of staining their linger and toe-nails with henna ap- 
pears to be general arnon^ them ; their wrists were 
ornamented with neat silver bracelets, and their 
necks with coral necklaces. 

To such a nian as the " Water King," with such 
a suite and such a title, the greatest honour is ex- 
pected to b<: paid, aod we therefore showed our re- 
spect by saluting him with a discharge from two or 
thr^e muskets; and by waiting patiently his return 
from the council-hut, -wherein he staid two whole 
houre, during which we were sitting in our canoes, 
exposed to a very hot snn, for we hid removed them 
from under the tree by the side of his own. 

It was exactly midday when Suliken Rouah re 
embarked in his princely caJioe, and quitted the 
island of Belee. Determnied for once to make an 
attempt at a more respectable appearance, for here- 
tofore it had been extremely mean and homely, we 
hastily constructed an awning of our sheets. It was 
the lirst time we had made use of such a thing, 
though we are wllhoitt umbrellas, and till then had 
nothing but slight straw hats to protect our heads 
from the snn. Above the awning we elevated a 
slender staff, on the top of whieh we fastened our 
national colours, the union Jlag, which was kindly 
given us by a gentleman on the coast, who was 
commandant of Anaraaboo. When unfurled and 
waving in the wind, it looked extremely pretty, and 
it made our hearts glow with pride and enthusiasm, 
as we looked on this solitary little banner. We 
thought it would be of service to us also if we made 
as gay an appearance as the king and his followers ; 
and accordingly 1 put on an old naval uniform coat 
which 1 had with me for state occasions, and my 
brother also dressed himself in as grotesque and 
£audy a manner as our resources would afford. Our 
eight attendants also put on uew white Mohammn 
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daiitobes, so that our canoe, witli its \vhi\e awning 
surmounted by the union flag, out eanoemeii in now 
dresses, and ourselves appearing as officers, con- 
tributed not a little to the effect of the whole scene. 
"The august King oi the Uarii Water," with his 
retinue in twenty canoes, condeseendiiigly gave us 
tlie precedence, and ours was the tirst that, moved 
off from land, iind led the way down the river to- 
wards Rabha. 

For a little while we continued to take the lead, 
but the chief soon went before us, for two reasons: 
fiist, that he might have an opporUmity of looking 
at us ; and secondly, that we might have a fairer 
chance of seeing him in all his state, for which pur- 
pose he had placed himself outside his awning on an 
elevated and conspicuons seat. However, he only 
wished to get a few yards before us, for his canoe- 
men soon Lfted their paddies out of the water, and 
the boat fell hack to its former situation. 'Phis 
going before and falling behind was done j-epestedly. 
Tlie musicians in the large canoe performed merrily 
on their instruments, and about twenty persons now 
sung at intervals in recitative, keeping excellent time 
with their paddles. 

A brisk wind sprung np the river full in our faces, 
relieving vs from the extreme heat of the weather, 
which was remarkably fiue j the scene before us was 
very animating, and Ihe whole of us were in high 
.dee and spirits. Other canoes joined us ; and never 
did the British flag lead so extraurdinai^ a sauadron. 
The " King of the Dark Water" m-ght be mis- 
taken for a river god ; and his wives, now and then 
showing their pretty black faces from under the 
awning', cast many an arch look at us with their 
sparkling, jetty eyes. It was not long before our 
revery was interrupted by a great noise from the ad 
JHcent land; and on turning we perceived the banks 
of an island called Zagozki, which were lined with 
numbers of people, admiring our Aag, and watching 
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U9 very earnestly, by which we guessed that this 
was the place of our destination. The island is so un- 
commonly low that the houses and trees appeared 
as if they were standing in the water, as indeed 
many of them actually weie. Here we arrived, 
and landed between one and two P. M., having en- 
joyed a pleasant excursion of eight or nine miles. 
Ours being the first canoe, before we landed on the 
island we waited for the king to precede us, Hnd the 
moment he set his foot on the shore, we fired it 
salute of four muskets and three pistcls. Suliken 
Rouah was rather alarmed at this, and demanded 
whether we were going to make war on him. He 
was soon relieved from his fear, by being told it was 
an honour that we had been in the habit of paying 
to all the princes we had met in our travels ; which 
he no sooner understood, than he expressed him- 
self nmch gratified by our attention. Suliken Rouah 
went in person in quest of a dwelling-house, itnd led 
us to one of the best which the island affords ; Iiow- 
everf it is miserably bad ; for, as the town is built on 
a marsh, every hut in il has the disadvantage, during 
the whole of the rainy season, of soft damp fioors 
and uncomfortable roofs. Our own has positively 
pools of water springing up out of the ground, and 
on this we shall be obliged to sleep. The walls of 
the huts are built of mud from the river, strengthened 
and supported by wooden pillars, and ribs of the same 
material : however, these do not prevent them from 
cracking in a hundred different places ; and large 
chinks, admitting wind and rain, may be observed in 
the wall of every hut. They all have, indeed, inva- 
ri-jjly, a vf ry dirly and wretched appearance, though 
tiieir imn'dtes, generally speaking, are understood U> 
be opulent, clean, and respectjible. Having con- 
ducted us to our hut, the chief of the island shook 
hands very heartily with us, and assured us that we 
^ould want nothing. He soon provided us wilh 
doots of bamboo for our hut, and a number of mats 
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lo «preal on Ihp floor "hi h in 1b i 1 iler bU Lom 
fortable In the e\eniii^ four lir(.e l labishtH o( 
Stetteil rice, nilh fowls cvnd nil less 1h in ten sallon*; 
oSpli , 01 (oiiiitr^ buer, neresent <is About Re\eB 
in tbe etemn? nies^enirer's dinted from llubbd lo 
.nlorni lis lb il the\ should come enrlj in llie morn 
me for the presents ne intended forl^c^i^T. fht} 
SHid th.it the kinc woulil iiot put ua tulhe IroublB 
of going to see him is the towli is fall of Aril ti 
wh(i«e beggme p oppHsitiee woiddbeitrj intomc 
nient to us I was iimch pitted with (1 ts iiitetli 
gence, knowmg leryttell the dnractec of the&e 
Arabs, and 1 sent word baelt Ihrtt I wts much 
obhced U> him, anrf should be still more so if he 
would dispense nith in)' goiag to Ihe ^hahii oi 
camp dt 1 ahort dit>idii<ie from the tonii lo iisit the 
KttK o( Notiflie 

Sabifl IS ( pposde ZiSM.t\i, "uul appears ffom 
bpllve, udjMjrKenf two nules, to be au ihirnvntelv 
l^rge^ populoiiis and f1uuri)thiRf town It-4d4»iilt 
0)1 the kl ifv of 3. ireiAli) hill, M^ o& a -spel dlniost 
entireij bare of tret- s Tlie Nigpr, bolh Vfslerday 
and to diy, has Houel m a <JirurUon to Ihe smiUi 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Sluy Bl ZngfahL— PreMnIB sent to the Chisfe of Bobbn— An cild iUi 
(muMisaine ArqoalniBnn-PreMnli fnini Ih; Kiiinor NouffleHnd 
Rsbtig lo Ihc Travcllcn— Imtionuniilcs or Ibe Kint'n Mewxiipni— 
All ArabMcmbaiu—PaliQy nl' Ihg KaUiah Vbivl. HHlUni Itciulu. in 

FW«u1is igalniL Funda— Itabla STBrliel— Tlie King ofiBaliba dlnqm- 
Iniled wbta bla frmint CoiiBUmiitHKi of Iha Travellam— PnrX'a 
JWm wml Id him—Joy of tbs Ktau on ncdvlni II Ihihrhuion lo 
proceed— TreselieroiH Cnndunl of ihe Kina of Woullls The Kin* 
of Ihibba'o Ansner-Coiivenuian ainoni Ihe IHua»B MsrrhaniK- 
Itfallein UeniJn the n>rmer Kliii of Rubbi— Illi Chancier- RnliliB 
HBikei— Iflsiid oTZBuAzlii— Tlie lalniideni expcn OnnKnieii-Hanu- 
(BCtunsoTZsgOihi'-Woniiseora (.'anoi. 

Friday, October Bik. — Mali^m Di»<do, tlie cousin 
ol'Bello, we find is still living, but in a very old nnd 
feeble condition. He is besides nearly blind, and 
thinks he has not many more years to live. Being 
a cautious, peaceful old man, his chief concern 
is to estftblish his son as his successor, and fear- 
ing that there might be some dispute about it aflcr 
his death, has already given up to him the reins 
of goTernment. The usual form on these occa- 
sions will be oliserved, and is to take place on 
the first day of the new moon The son is to ride 
through all the streets of the town on hisf.thers 
while horse, preceded by all the principal peopli' of 
Rabba, attended by trumpeters, &.c , and thus pro- 
claimed king. 

Karly in the morning, the messeneers from the 
chiefs mentioned yesterday arrived, bringing with 
them two fine sheep and a great qmntityof rice 
They were accompanied by d meisenger from the 
general, a Bornou man, with another sheep. We 
are obliged to accept of this latter much against our 
inclination, for it will cost us Ion times its value, 
but it is a treat that we have not had since we lell 
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Vaoorie. It appears that we -shall be required to 
give presents to nine persons before we sliall get 
away from this place. 

Having prepared the presents, I colleeted the 
messengers and ijid out before each of them those 
that were intended for their masters ; they ex- 
pressed themselves pleased with them, and Assured 
us that their masters would be also. In order to 
make them some reward, and secure their good 
wili, 1 gave soniethina; to each, and dismissed thetn. 
We also sent away Mohamed, and his countryman and 
associate the Nouffie_ guide, who had accompanied 
us hither all the way'ftom Boossa. The presents 
we have made consist of a handsome looking-glass, 
with a gilt frame, a pair of silver bracelets ; a snuff- 
box, tobacco-pipe, knife, razor, two pair of scissors, 
four new shillEngs, and a number of books on natural 
history, with plates. Besides these, we sent the 
Kiiic of NoufBe a poeket compass, and the Prince 
of Rabba a camera obscura, desiring each of the 
messengers to inform their sovereigns that the latter 
articles were invaluable, but thai owing to the length 
of our journey, and the few things which were left 
us in consequence, we were compelled to part with 
them — only, however, till such time as we should , 
return to the country again, when we hoped they 
would be given back to us, for a handsome present 
which we should bring for the purpose, Mohamed 
and the Falatah messenger promised to return to 
Zagozhi in a couple of daysi but the NouDie guide, 
a surly, ill-favoured, and dissatisfied man, has wo 
wish to see us again, and therefore he will remain 
at home. The old " King of the Dark Water," and 
after him several of his people, paid us a visit to-day, 
bringing with them an enormous quantity of bits of 
meat and pounded yam, boiled or stewed in palm 
oil, and abundance of less delicate provisions; and 
strong beer sufficient for a regiment of soldiers I A 
Haussa interpreter followed m his train, so tiiat wa 
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sod nO' diAcuhr in tunderstsiidtn:; each uther ; but 
IjM^d who-. siibseqweiKly visited our dweiling Avere 
not quite so fcirtuiiiite, ;uid we could not ertmpre- 
heiid a singlo *opd which they uttered. Hating 
bruiiglit tlieirofferin^of pibvisionsaadbeeriii huge 
patu Mnd cidnbasbee, iutd. bid it at our feet,'ttley 
wistitMl very. QiHch to enter' into coiirersation with 
usi tind wei% much confuted and diKCoiicerted 'at our 
i^noi^iice of the Noi^vs l»npmge, nnd our nppnrent 
dultiess of compretieasiott ; nt fii^ they stares! at 
ift in vaeaa I astonishment, then Ittoked at each other 
very cunningly, and afterward looked into our faces 
ag-ain. Finding at-len^h that either -we could not, 
oj! w<tuld iiot, undetstantl- their words and gestures, 
tluiy iMTSt into-a lohd Inugh niid wctit away, leavhig 
tt^r -pots and cala^Rhies behind thein. Thest nien 
Were aKlrenitly weU dreased and ■. respectable in 
thiHr ai^arance. 

8attirJ«th OcU'ber 9*4.— This morninn we were 
visited by two-jioftiis iiicn, Ar^iis from liiihba, Wlio 
had: ■come, -tJiey said, purposely ami siileiy lo pay 
their ttjspectsj bat in ii^ulily, the object of thf.ir 
coming was very- diflVirunt from this, as shortly 
afterward appeared. On their enlrance into the 
yatd of our hiil, one of Iheni, a little, shwU dis- 
agree ahle-ioukiiig man, uttering a sudden eKclama-* 
tioii of joy," sprang .firrward.and clasped roe with 
vinlenue to hia breast, fcissing' my shoulder, hands, 
heiid, .cheuks, utid beard . with much eagerness, 
airreeably to the custom of his couiilrymeii on such 
occasions, and also of the Israehtes, aS' well as 
many other eastern nations; and having done this, 
he uest proeeuded'to embrace my brother in thi; 
same rough and hasty manner, bot'his tomplinienta 
were equally as unexpected as they were unpleasant. 
Tbe: Arab, as "nay be supposed, was very tniger to 
claira wquiantance' with me, and to iiring to my 
mamory certain scenea'whith had. taken place on 
my fornter journey through Uiiussa. Having jn 
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some degree recovered from my surprise at his Ralu- 
tation. on looking at hirii more attentively, I re- 
cognised in him the very same individual that had 
been employed by Captain Clapperlon, whom he 
had abused and cheated, and who was subsequently 
engaged by myself as guide from Kano. He is the 
person also that decamped with Captain Pearce's 
sword, and a large sum of money in cowries, when 
I sent him back to Kano for the tent-poles, which 
he had forgotten tiil after he had been several miles 
on his journey, and since which lime I had not seen 
him till to-day. His appearance is somewhat un- 
couth and remarkable; his iigure is awkward and 
uncommonly diminutive ; he has a most forbidding 
and intolerable squint; his mouth is turned awry; 
and he has a hu^ and unnatural excrescence jutting 
out from his chin, which adds not a little to the de- 
formity of his countenance and appearance. There- 
fore it was not very pleasant to be embraced, and 
almost hugged to death, by such a man as this. His 
compailion is a pale, handsome, and agreeable youth, 
and is different from the other ; in our presence 
his behaviour was decent, and his manners rather 
timorous and reserved; and when the villany of his 
associate was exposed, he felt the more abashed of 
the two. My brother instantly accused the fellow of 
his former inHdelity, and told liim he was surprised 
that he could have the impudence to visit and salute 
him in the manner he^ad done, after what had 
transpired between them. Instead of expressing 
his sorrow and contrition, the Arab made light of 
his offence, and endeavoured to laugh off Ihe im- 
pression of it altogether ; and then in the most abject 
nianner begged every thing he saw with so much 
importunity and selfishness, that we were out of all 
temper with the scoundrel, and 1 turned him out of 
the hut in disgust. However, he could not believe 
it possible that we were in earnest with him, and 
waited outside the door a long time, anxiously ex< 
II—F 
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pacting an invitalion to come in agaia. " O, it must 
be all ill sporti" said he i but at last we threatened 
to shoot him if he did not go about his business, and 
being apprehensive that we should put our threats 
into execution, he ran ofTas fast as he could. Before 
his dismissal, we gave his companion a few needles, 
and he took his leave in peace. The feUow's excuse 
for leaving me in the manner he did, was, that Al 
Hadjee Saiah, the late Captain Olappertou's agent, 
had persuaded him,saying that 1 was going to travel 
among Caffres who knew not Allah, and who would 
therefore murder him. He was frightened, he 
added; but it was easy to seti that this was a mere 
excuse. His pretext for coming to us now, was, 
that Sceriffe Asman, who was going to his native 
country Timbuctoo, had offered to convey letters 
for u=, from whence they might be forwarded to 
Tripoli ; and that he himself would call for them 
in tae morning. This 1 hoped to prevent, by say- 
ing that we had neither letters to send, nor pres- 
ents to give to Sceriffe, therefore we did not wish 
to see him. 

A great number of Arabs are at present residing 
in Rabba ; they have come from various parts, and 
trade with the natives in red caps, trona, small look- 
ing-glasses of the most inferior descilption, red 
cloth, silk, &e., which the)' bring chiefly from Fez- 
zau. Among these Arabs is a famous sheikh, who, 
we understand, will set out in a few days on a jour- 
ney to Timbuctoo and other places. 

SuTiday, October lOlh, — Mohamed and the Falatah 
messen^r arrived at Zagozhi in company this tnord- 
ing, in pursuance of their agreement. The fooner 
tm>u;ht with him a fine sheep as a present from the 
magia, and Mallara Dendo sent a large pot of honey 
by the hands of the latter. Both princes, according 
to the account of their representatives, were mightily 
pleased with their respective presents, and expressed 
t^ir acknowledgments in the warmest and most 
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grateful terms ; they repeated the encouraging prom- 
■"- -^s which they had before held out with regard Ic 



ply us with a commodious canoe, as excellent as 
our hearts can desire ; strongly recommending us 
to enter into arrangements with him, and deliver 
our two Patashie canoes, which are comparatively 
small and of little value, into his keeping till our 
departure from the country. A man is also to ac- 
company «a as far as the sea, to be our guide and 
interpreter on tlie voyage. This intelligence has 
made us quite easy in mind, and lilled us with hope 
and Joy; for, previous to the arrival of these men, 
our hearts misgave us that every thing would not 
prosper well. They seem to have foi^tten the 
presents we had bestowed on them as well as their 
master, for they have been very pressing to-day 
in their solicitations for money and needles, so that 
1 have gone so far as to cut my coat in pieces for 
them to make caps of the cloth. Mohamed, in 
particular, has been incessantly annoying us in 
this manner, and brought a fellow with him from 
Ilabba, who, he wished us to believe, was the 
magia's eldest son, merely for the purpose of ex< 
acting a present from us proportionate to his rank; 
but we saw through his deceit in time to prevent 
our being taken in by him, and crushed it in its 
infancy. 

It is provoking to be continually tormented so, 
and afler all to receive nothing for our pains and 
the sacrilices we make but discontent, black looks, 
and grumbling without end. These fellows, instead 
Of paying their respects in the first place to the 
chief of the island, had come to us directly fRim the 
landing-place ; and, because they had something of 
consequence to communicate to him, in which we 
ourselves were intimately concerned, afler having 
remained in our company long enough to ancertaia 
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that they could extort nothing further from us. Mo- 
hamed.who had come with them, declared that they 
were in a hurry to be gone, to make amends for 
their delay, and therefore boldly demanded two 
thouRHiid cowries " lo open," as he expressed it, or 
"clean out, the mouth of the 'Wat«r King!'" or 
else, he declared, no business whatever eoiild he 
transacted with him ; it was the only method, he 
added gravely, with which he was aeijuainted, of 
enticing him to speak on any subject of importance. 
We knew all the time that the fellow was endeav- 
ouring to deceive us; but seeing how much our 
success depended on keeping all these sort of gentle- 
men ill good-humour, and that our interest lay in 
being imposed on now and then, we complied with 
his request. Considering, after what had passed, 
that Mohamed and his colleagues might embezzle 
this sum, which in fact they strove to do, we sent 
Pascoe along with them to the chiefs house. Both 
he and liis people continue to show us every hospi- 
tality, and to treat us with all manner of respect and 

Monday, October llth. — AU, the Arab, who, it will 
be recollected, introduced himself to our notice in 
Yiioorie, paid ns a visit to-day from Rabha, where 
he has been residing some time past. We hardly 
knew him again at first, on account of his altered 
countenance, and the languid and emaciated ap- 
pearance of his person ; which, he tells us, has been 
the effect of sickness and anxiety, occasioned by au 
attack or the Guinea-worm, which had confined him 
within doors on his mat for three weeks. Instead 
of proceeding to AI6rie in Yarriba, which it was 
his intention of doing, he had changed his mind 
suddenly, and had come to Rabba, where he was at 
first courteously received and entertained. The 
horses which he had in his possession belonged to 
the good old Gadado of Soccatoo, by whom he was 
commissioned to sell them to the highest bidder. 
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These animals were exceedingly lai^, handsome, 
and spirited, so much so indeed, that the prince of 
Ihe Falatahd took a great fancy to them, and pur- 
chased liiem, at an extravagant price, very shortly 
after they had been first exhibited in public by All. 
But not having money sufficient at his disposal al 
the time, Mallam Dendo promised to give the value 
of the animals partly in cowries and partly in hand- 
some tobes of native maimfacture, which tiie sellei 
agreed to receive as willingly. He has, however, 
been detained here ever since, and to the present 
time has been put off day after day with empty 
promises. Ali does not think that this procrastina- 
tion proceeds from any dishonest feeling on the part 
of the prince of tlie Falatahs, but that it is really from 
want of the means of paying him, owing to the ex- 
penses attending several warlike expeditions in which 
he baa been recently engaged. 

Such, generally speaking, is the manner of trading 
in this country, a few years' credit being thought 
very little of; and it is not unusual to meet with indi- 
viduals who have been unable to obtain payment of 
debts for ten or a dozen years at least. 

We had a long chat witli Ali, and gave him a few 
old things which were useless to us; but we soon 
found it necessary to send him away, as he began 
complaining very grievously of poverty and wretch- 
edness. 

The Arab, in course of conversation, remarked, 
that it would be a good speculation to send sonie 
needles for sale at the Rabba market, which is ex- 
tremely large and well attended} therefore, we took 
the hint, and sent Jowdie and Ibrahim, two of our 
men, with a certain quantity to dispose of, and they 
both returned in the evening with the fruits of their 
success, having obtained the sum of eight thousand 
cowries for them. This has given us fresh spirits 
again, for we had not a single cowrie to give to our 
men. Tlie inhabitants of Rabba purchased them 
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very eagerly, at from fifteen lo thirty cowries each 
needle, and they were anxious to get more, when 
they found that our men had disposed of the whole- 
It has been the policy of Mallam Dendo, who, by 
all accounts, is an able and crafty chief, and a cour- 
ageous man, to advance foreigners of all nations to 
certain lucrative and important posts, either about 
his person, in the army, or as governors of con- 
quered towns ; and by this means he conciliates, in 
a great measure, the black or original popula- 
tion of the country, conlinns his reputation, and 
establishes his sovereignty with tittle trouble over 
lands and districts which he may have subjugated 
and added to his dominions. It appears tiiat the 
prince of liabba is wholly independent of Bello, the 
Sultan of Soccatoo, or at most that he pays only a 
nominal allegiance lo that monarch, though an 
amicable intercourse is constantly kept up Ijetween 
them. 

Mallam Dendo lately planned an expedition against 
the kingdom of Funda, which was instantly cairied 
into execution, though former enterprises of the 
kind had uniformly terminated in confusion and 
defeat. Tliis also was a complete failure; foi as 
Ills soldiers were drawinif near the city of FHinda, 
as the story goes, and had attained an eminence for 
the purpose of reconnoitring the surrounding coun- 
try, they saw, or thought they saw, lo their infinite 
amazement, a large army cominK out to meet them, 
and all the soldiers armed with muskets, clothed 
after the manner of forciifners in blue and whi(« 
dresses. This pat Ihem all in a consternation ; and 
without stoppi;^ to look behind them, they fled 
with the utmost speed, and returned to their own 
homes witliout accomplishing any thing. Here 
theyattempted to vindicate their cowardice by telling 
their countrymen a very marvellous story of their 
having encountered an army of white men, whose 
fitrmiaable equipments and warlike aoitearance had 
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made their hearts droop within them, and they had 
fled. In allusion to this story, Mallam Dendo asked 
Pascoe, in confidence yesterday, whether he did not 
think that many of our countrymen were assisting 
Uieir adversaries! 

Alallam Dendo, it is said, can send one thousand 
horse soldiers, well equipped and mounted on noble 
animals, to the field ; and the number of foot soldiers 
he has at his command is so great, that it is not 
known. -AH runaway slaves are encourag'ed to 
join the ranks on ccndilion of receiving their free- 
dom ; and they are joined by a vast number from 
the surrounding country. The natives are com- 
manded by captains from among their own country- 
men, and the Falatahs also by theirs ; the greatest 
good-will prevails among them, and we have no- 
where observed quarrelling of any kind. 

The Faldtahs are now in possession of the whole 
of Nouffle, Ederesa having relinquished his claim, 
as he had been deserted by the greater part of his 
troops, who joined the army of Mallam Dendo. Both 
the magia and Ederesa have littla or no authority. 
The Falitah prince has sent his messengers, both by 
land and water, to collect the taxes and tributes 
Ihroughout the country of Nouffie, which were last 
year paid to Ederesa. Yarriba will soon follow the 
condition of Nouffie, and the FaUtsths, in the course 
of it few years, will reach the sea. An idea of their 
character may be formed from their usual boast, that 
they eould conquer the whole world if the saltwater 
did not prevent them. 

Friday, Oct. ISih. — As we have already said, Rabba 
market is very celebrated, and considered by traders 
as one of the largest and best in the wjioie country, 
nf which it may be styled the emporium ; a variety 
of articles, both of native and foreign manufacture, 
are there offered for sale ; and it is generally well 
supplied with slaves of both sexes. Yesterday, one 
of our men coimted between one and two himdred 
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nien, women, and children, who were all exposed 
for sale in ranks or lines. These poor creaturet 
have, for the most pari, been captured in war ; and, 
it is said, thai the Falitahs rarely treat them with 
unkindness, and never with brutality. The price of 
a strong healthy lad is about forty thousand cowries 
{81. sterling); a girl fetches as mueh as fifty thou 
sand, and perhaps more if she be at all interesting ; 
and the value of men and women varies .aceording 
to their age and abiliiies. Slaves are sometimes 
purchased at Kabba by people inhabiting a country 
situated a good way down the Niger, and from 
thence they are delivered from hand to hand till they 
at length reach tlie sea. Ivory is likewise sold, 
most likely to the same individuals, and large tusks 
may be piirchased at a thousand cowries each, and 
occasionally at a much elieiiper rate. We have 
eleven elephants' tusks of our own, which were pre- 
sented to us by tlie Kings of Wowow and Boossa, 
but we have been unable to dispose of them at 
Rabba because no strangers are at present in the 

All the principal inhabitants of Rabba are com- 
plainiim; bitterly of the want of money, and the pe- 
culiar hardness of the times. Formerly, they say, 
it was not so ; and they ascribe their present pov- 
erty and embarrassments to their late reverses in 
war and misfortunes at home. Their recent un- 
successful aitack on the Cumbrie people, who reside 
in the province of Engaskie, near Ydoorie, and 
which we have alluded to in our visit to that coun. 
try, has quite humiliated and disheartened them. 
To be outwitted and overthrown by the unwarlike 
Cumbrie, who are considered as a despicable race by 
all people, and to have lost so mjmy men and liorses 
in that expedition, have been a source of great mor- 
tification to their vanity, and derogation of their high 
name. In order to redeem their national character 
from the stain which it has thus leceived, and tore 
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rtore the reputation for bravery and resolution which 
had before so eminently distiiiguislied them from 
their neighbours, but whinh is now so deeply tar- 
nished, tlie Faldtahs at Rabba are actively employed 
in hastening; preparations for the invasion of Yar- 
riba; and are resolved, it is reported, to set out in a 
very few days for Katunga, the capital, which is to 
be their first objectof attack. They anticipate suc- 
cess, withont the dread of opposition; and they 
already hoaat of acquisitions which they have not 
yet gained, and exidt in the thoutrhts of the splen- 
dour and opulence they shall enioj* in cities which 
they have not yet seen. Onr old friend, the monarch 
of Yarriba, on his part, has been put on his guard, 
and is, we hear, determined to resist any hostile at- 
tempt which maybe made against his country. 

Mallam Dendo sent for Pascoe this morning in a 
great hurry, with a message, that he was waiting 
impatiently his arrival at Rabba, having something 
of the ntmost consequence to communicate. As 
may easily be conjectured, we were rather surprised 
at this unexpected summons, and waited Paacoe's 
return with much anxiety, lor we had no doubt what- 
ever that we were principally concerned in it. When, 
however, he did come back, and enter our hut, he 
looked.very wistfully, and informed us, with consiil- 
erable agitation both of voice and manner,that Mal- 
lam Dendo had expressed to him the greatest dis- 
satisfaction at the things which he had received from 
us as a present, declaring them to be perfectly 
worthless, and, with the exception of the looking- 
glass, " fit only for a child !" that he well knew we 
could have sent him something more useful and of 
greater value, if we had thought proper ; but that if 
we persisted in our refusal to do so, be should de- 
mand of us our guns, pistols, and powder, before he 
would consent or permit us to leave Zagozhi. This 
news made us very uneasy and unhappy, and we sat 
down in vloora and thoughtfulness, without uttering 
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a word. Tor we believed this to be a death-blow to eJI 
our hopds. To part with the only defensive weapons 
in our possession we felt determined not to do; it 
brought to our re collet 'tion the fable of the lion de- 
prived of his teeth and claws, ^'e knew thai if we 
were to be deprived of these, we should be entirely 
in the power of a set of fellows who are remarkable 
neither for generosity nor nobleness of principle, 
without the means of helping ourselves ; and we le 
solved never to part with our guns unless compelled 
to do so by force, or from the most urgent necessity. 
Having reflected deliberately on our situation, we felt 
convinced that something on our part must be done, 
by way of conciliation, if we had any intention of 
quitting the country, and Of prosecuting our enter- 
prise. The chief also wanted to know why we had 
not gone to Sansani to see the ma>!ia, having been 
only five days' journey from him when at Vloorie, 
and added, that one of us must go immediately. We 
were much hurl, and pointed out to the messenger 
our only box of presents, and told him it was all we 
possessed to last us to the sea, adding, that if we 
were to give his master more we shoidd have no- 
thing left to obtain us even food on our voj^ige. At 
this moment we ttiought of Mr. Park's tobe, which 
was given to us by the Kingof Boossa; smd thought, 
that as it was the only thing which we had to offer, 
it might, in consequence of the splendour of its ap- 
pearance, and its intrinsic value, prove an accepta- 
ble present to the covetous prince, and we fondly 
hoped that it might be the means of a perfect recon- 
ciliation on tioth sides : therefore, under these con- 
siderations, we immediately despatched Ibrahim with 
it to Rabba, though our hearts misgave us at the 
time, that It would after all be thought lightly of, as 
an excuse for further estortions. Of course, we 
deeply lamented the necessity to which we were re- 
duced on parting with this curiosity, but it was inevi- 
table. We sent word bv Ibrahim also, that having 
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no good prfiseiits to ^ve him was the reason I had 
not visited Hello when we were at. Yaoorie, and 
thiit I declined doing so for the same reasons now. 
Our plan was to make friends with the Rahba chief, 
and this, we have some hopes, the tobe we have just 
sent to him will effect. 

In less than two honrs after his departure, Ibrahim 
returnedfrom hiserrand"withaquiek step and chee 
fui looks, and informed us that the tobe n 



grettect that the FaUtahs had no canoes, but were 
they possessed of any, he would make us a present 
of as many as we mi^ht want, and accelerate our 
departure from Zagozhi with all his influence. "Ask 
the white men," said he, "what they would desire, 
and if Rahba can supply them with it, tell them they 
shall always have it. Well !" he continued, " I must 
purchase ihis tobej I will not accept it as a ^ift,-~ 
that would be against my principles, and hestdes it 
would be wrong for me to be guilty of such injus- 
tice. Now I shall be somethntK like a king," he 
added, turning the tobe inside and out ; " let no man 
know of it; my neighbours will behold me with 
envy; andasformyownpeople,] will surprise them 
some morning by putting it on when they are going 
to war; it will daazle their eyes. How great will 
be their astonishment !" In this manner the prince 
of the FaUtahs talked to Ibrahim. We hardly know 
what conclusion to draw from it, but rather imagine 
that this present of the tobe will in the end be ad- 
vantageous to our interests, though we very much 
regret its loss. Our man has been desired to visit 
Rabba qgain to-morrow, when a present of some 
kind will be sent us as an acknowledgment, for such 
is the custom of the countir. 

Wednesday, October I3th. — In piu^uance of the 
cliiePs arraugement, we sent Ibrahini and Pascoe to 
iiiin this morning. He received them with civility. 



T, Gooylc 



78 TREATY WITH THB PRINCE. 

said he was highly pleased at their coming, and 
wished to know in what manner he could best ex- 
press his acknowledgments to ua for the present we 
had made him, whicii he termed a "princely gift," 
promising to make us all the return for it in his 
power, by forwarding our departure, and assisting 
us in the object of our visit as much as he was able. 
Pascoe, wlio had previously been tutored by us, and 
who is not deficient in sagacity, made answer, and 
said, that our first wish, and the one which he be- 
lieved we were most anxious about, was to obtain a 
large canoe, and pursue our journey on the Niger as 
fast as possible ; that as we had little money, and 
but few presents, and as the "King of the Dark 
Water" had refused to exchange a canoe of the 
above description for those which we bad obtained 
at Patitshie, unless we would consent to pay him 
ten thousand cowries, we should be obliged to him 
to settle that little affair to our satisfaction, other- 
wise he said we should be embarrassed with in- 
superable difficulties. And that, if the prince of 
Rabba approved of it, a few mats, tobes, or sandals 
would be highly acceptable ; and would be considered 
by us as a siifRcient remuneration for the presents we 
had made him. This answer pleased the prince, 
and he cheerfully agreed to the whole of Pascoe's 
propositions. He then went out and procured a 
bundle uf the haadsomest-coloured mats, for the 
manufacture of which Rabba is famous, and came 
back, and delivered them into the hands of Pascoe 
as an offering to us, with two large bags of rice, and 
a bunch of plantains. He gave Ibrahim also a hand* 
some tobe and cap for himself; and promised to send 
a messenger to the King of the Dark Water to settle 
the business of the canoe, by whom he would like- 
wise send valuable tobes, to be worn by my brother 
and myself. He then presented Pascoe with o 
thousand cowries ; and he returned with Ibrahim to 
Zagozhi, quite oveijoyed with success. 
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A foot messenger from ihe King of Noiiffie arrived 
at Rabba in the morning. His sovereign had des- 
patehed him privately to Mallam Dendo, with an in- 
sinuation to him, " that if it met witli his approba- 
tion, he (the niagia) would order us to be detained 
at Zagozhi until we should consent to make him a 
present of a cert^n number of dollars, or something 
equivalent to them in value; that he disbelieved the 
story of our poverty altogether, and would therefore 
search our luggage, in order to discover whether 
our assertion was true or false, that we had no 
greater presents to make." So much dissimulation, 
meanness, and rapacity which this trait in his char- 
acter exhibits, we had lillle reason to expect fiom 
the King of Nouffie after expressing for us, so 
warmly and repeatedly as he has done, protestations 
of the most cordial, candid, and lasting friendship. 
We could not forbear feeling very indignant at this 
foul breach of the laws of hospitsdity and good faith, 
which we had experienced in every part of the 
country previous to this. Perhaps it was well that 
we had presented the prince of Rabba with Mr. 
Park's tobe, for he treated the message and its bearer 
with contempt, and answered energetically ; " Tell 
the magia,yoursovereign,thatI would rebuliehim for 
tills expression of his sentiments; that I detest his 
base insinuations; that] will never consent to his 
wishes; and that J reject his proposal with disdain, 
What! shall the white men, who have come trom 
such distant lands to visit our country, who have 
spent their substance among us, and made us pres- 
ents, before we had leisure to do any good for them, 
Khali they be treated so inhumanly 1 Never! They 
have worn their shoes from their feet, and their 
clothes from their peisons, by the length and tedions- 
ness of their journeys ; they have thrown themselves 
into our hands, lo claim our protection and partake 
of our hospitality; shall we treat them then as rob* 
bers, and cast the«> from us like dogsl Surely 
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uot. What would our neighbours, — ^what would oui 
friends — our foes, say to this 1 What could be a 
greater reproach than the infamy which would at- 
tach itself to our characters and to our name, should 
we treat these poor, unprotected, wandering stran- 
gers, and white men ton, in the manner your mon- 
arch, the King of Nouffie, projioses! After (hey 
have been received and entertained with so much 
hospitality and honour in Yarriba, at Wowow, and 
at Booss^, shall it be said that Rabba treated them 
badly ; that she shut her doors upon them and plun- 
dered Ihem ! No, never ! I have already given my 
word to protect them, and I will not forfeit that 
sacred pledge for all the guns and swords in the 
world." Such was the answer which the King 
of Noufie's messenger received from the Falitan 
chieftain. Surely it was worthy of a prince. 

Our men saw and conversed with this Nouffie 
messenger, who had made no secret of his errand, 
and the above answer was related to Pascoe by the 
prince of the Fal^tahs himself. 

The imbecility of the magia, and his want of 
power, are strikingly apparent ; he exercises a nomi- 
nal authority only over his people, Matlam Dendo' 
being evidently the ruling monarch of the whole 
kingdom of Nouffie. The former never enters into 
any public undertaking without consulting the Fala- 
tah ruler, and first obtaining his consent to the mea- 
sure, be it urgent or otherwise. 

Several Haussa merchants arrived at Rabba this 
morning, with a number of fine horses for sale. As 
soon as they entered the town, they went to pay 
their respects to the prince, when Pascoe happened 
to be in his company, and they conversed together 
in the Faldtah language, not thinking for a moment 
that it could be understood by him. In allusion to 
us, for we are generally brought on the lapit on such 
occasions, they spoke very much in our praise, 
mentioned Captain Clapperton, "the unfortunate 
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Abdallah," in terms of the highest admirHtioti, and 
had seen with wonder the splendid and cniioiis preB> 
ents whii:h he had made to Sultan Bello at Socca- 
too. " 1 know the white men too," ?iid the prince, 
" they are good men ; in fact I have reason to speak 
well of them, for I also am a white man, and there- 
fore I am of opinion that they are of the same blood 
as ourselves." It is in this manner that Falitahs 
endeavour to claim relationship with Kuropeans, 
though these people are either of a swarthy com- 
plexion, or black as soot ; and this passion to be con- 
sidered fair is often carried to a "most ridiculous 
height. White men, how sorry soevertheir outward 
appearance may be, are certainly considered, not 
only by Fal&tahs, but by the native blacks, as a su- 
perior order of beings, in all respects more excellent 
than themRelves. At Yioorie we recollect having 
overheard a conversation between two men, who 
were quarrelling in the very height of passion. 
" What !" exclaimed one of them to his fellow, " thou 
pitiful son of a black ant ! dost thou presume to say 
that a horse was my fatherl Look at these Chris- 
tians! for as they are, I am ; and such were my 
ancestors; answer me not, 1 say, for I am a white 
man !" The speaker was a negro, and his skin was 
the colour of charcoal. 

Thursday, October lilk. — It is time that our jour- 
ney should be completed, for our goods are veiy 
nearly exhausted ; and so far from being in a condi- 
tion to make further presents, ourmeans will scarcely 
be adequate to procure the bare necessaries of life. 
Our stock of cloth, looking-glasses, snulT-boxes, 
knives, scissors, raiors, and tobacco-pipes has al- 
ready been given away, and we have only needles 
and afewsilverbraceletsleft to present to the chiefs 
whom we may reasonably expect to fall in with on 
our voyage down the Niger. Henceforward we 
niust endeavour to shun as many large towns on 
the banks of tlie river as we may venture to do witb 
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aaf<-ty. In order to oblain a little money, in addi- 
tion to what we have already been eniibled to pro- 
cure from the sale of a quantity of needles, both for 
present use an'l future conrenieace, I eeiil my walch 
this afternoon to the Faldtah general, who is the 
Bomouese that niade us a present a day or ttvo a£Oi 
and he agreed to purohiise it for the sum of sixty 
thousand cowries ; but having the misfortune lo let 
it fall shortly afterward, as he was in the act of 
mounting his horse, the glass was broken by the 
accident, and it was so much daniafred outwardly, 
that Its heRwtyi>r appearance is entirely destroyed. 
It was returned to us towards evening, with a pres- 
ent of a bunch of plantains aiid a beautiful leopard's 
skin, as a remuneration for the injury whicli it had 
sustained, but without sending any apology, or the 
most distant allusion to the accident! The watch, 
however, still licked, and the brightness of its inner 
case was untarnished, therefore we sent it over ui- 
stantly to Mallam Dendo, who received it with eager- 
ness, and purchased it on the spot for a large sum 
of money, which he has promised to pay us to-mor- 
row, and Pascoe has accordingly left it in his hands. 
The story which we had heard when at Y&oorie, 
relative to the decease of old Mallam Lendo, father 
of the present prince of the Fal4tahs, was not true, 
as that individual is still alive. But the rumour we 
suppose to have originated from the old chiefs abdi- 
cation in favour of his son, which look place at ilie 
time, and his relinquishment of all public business 
in consequence of that resolution, though it is said 
that he still influences his son's conduct in all 
private as well as public concerns. He now sits, 
as the Ari^s tell us, in one position every day 
from morning till night, with three large calabashes 
around him. one of which is kept constantly filled 
with tuah, another with cowries, and a third with 
goora-nuts; and he revels in the delights which 
these calabashes aflord him all day long. He haa 
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(he reputation also, how that he is become old, of 
being both a miser and a glutton. He receives but 
few visilers, and those are of a particular descrip- 
tion, with whom acquaintance has made him fa:- 
miliar, and whose company, equality of age, and a 
similarity in tastes and inclinations have rendered 
desirable. These friends are at liberty to eat a 
handful «f liuih, or chew a. goora-nut in his company, 
whenever they please. Old Mallam Dendo is con- 
sidereii a very eccentric character by all those who 
jiave either seen or heard of him, and his singular 
nmuner of living is the common theme of conVRr- 
satioa among all ranks. His son is said to inherit 
none of his father's foibles or propensities; he is 
revered as a leader, and beloved as a man, though 
the Arabs do not speak well of his consistency. 
For some reason, the report of the old man's deatli 
is industriously propagated. 

Friday, October 15tA, — We are gei»erally awakened 
every mornin" at daybreak, and on particular occa- 
sions long before the sun rises, with the noise of 
the grinding of corn and the loud cheerful singing 
which accompanies it from the females engaged in 
that Idiorious occupation, for females only are em- 
ployed in it. The same custom prevails in Yarriba, 
m fiorgoo, and at Yaoorie, and in fact throughout the 
whole of western, central, and northern Africa, as 
far as we can learn. Instead of the mill formerly 
used in Judea, and in all eastern countries, with its 
handle of wood or iron in the rim, the people here 
simply employ two large stones, flat and smooth, 
with the uppermost of which they rub the grain till 
it becomes sufticiently fine. Perhaps this is a 
more ancient, as it is a more simple contrivance,. 
than the corn-mills used by the females of the east, 
to which it is greatly inferior. However, Dr. Clarke, 
the traveller, is of opinion, that the former " are the 
prinieval milts of the worid," and he also says, that 
" tiiey are still found in all com countries where 
II.— G 
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rude and anck-nt customs nave not oeen liable to 
those chaiig'es introduced by refinement." 

Rabba, which has before been alluded to, appears 
from ZagOzhi to be a considerably lar^, neat, clean, 
and well-built town, though it is unwalled, and is not 
otherwise fenced. It is irregularly buiit on the 
slope of a ^eiitly-risin|; hill, at the foot of which 
mils the Niger; and in point of rank, population, 
and wealth, it is the i;econd city in' the Fal&tah 
dominions, Soccatoo alone being considered as its 
supurioi'. It is inhabited by a mixed population of 
Falatahs, Noufanchie, and emigrants and slaves 
from various countries, and is governed by a ruler 
who exercises sovereign authority over Rabba and 
its dependencies, and is styled sultan or king. The 
regal power is despotic, though esercised with 
mildness, and the succession hereditary. The Arabs 
and all strangers have an enclosure of dwellings to 
themselves, which is in the suburbs of the town. 
Rabba is famous for milk, oil, and honey. The 
market, when our messengers were there, appeared 
to be well snpplied with bullocks, horses, mules, 
asses, sheep, goats, and abundance of poultry. 
Rice and various sorts of corn, cotton, cloth, indigo, 
saddles and bridles made of red and yellow leather, 
besides shoes, boots, and sandals, were offered for 
sale in Rreat plenty. Although they observed about 
two hundred slaves for sale, none had been disposed 
of when they left the market in the evenini;. The 
inhabitants grow abundance of corn and rice, and 
other productions common to the neighbouring 
countries, and they cultivate the plantain shrub 
with success. They possess large flocks and herds 
of the finest description, and their horned cattle are 
remarkable for their size and beauty. They have 
also a prodigious number of excellent horses, of 
which they take the greatest care, and they are 
universally admired for their strength and elegant 
propoitiana. These animals are used only for war, 
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recrention, and in travelling. It is the pride and 
pleasure of the higher classes to dress well, and 
display their persons and their horsemanship to 
advantage;, and it is gratifying to witness the grace 
and dexterity with which Ihey preserve their com- 
mand over these heautiful creatures. In the ra:ui- 
agement of their horses they are perhaps not in- 
ferior to the Arabs, from whom they have, in all 
probability, derived most of their lessons iii ttie art. 
Rabba is not very famous for the number or variety 
of its artilicers, and yet in the manufacture of mats 
and sandals they are unrivalled. However in all 
other handicrafts Rabba j^ields to ZagOzhi. 

Zagozhi, situated as it is, directly opposite Rabba, 
participates in many of its advantages, though still 
it has various inconveniences peculiar to itself. 
The town is built on a bog, for such it appears to 
us, and it lies so close to the water, that in fact 
bandreds of huts are literally standing in it. So 
little regard do the people appear to have for what 
is termed comfort, that they suffer the walls of their 
dwellings either to fall to pieces, or permit large 
chinks and holes to remain in them, which freely 
admit the wind and rain; while the floors, which 
are made of earth or clay, are so soft and damp, 
that a slender stick may easily be thrust into them 
by the hand to any depth. Our own is of this de- 
scription. In so moist a situation as this, it may 
readily be supposed the air in the night season is 
illuminated with fireflies. The huts of the natives 
are infested with mosquitoes and othei more dis- 
gusting insects, which abound indeed in millions. 
When the Niger subsides, and leaves Zagozhi ex- 
posed with all its dirt to the influence of the sun, 
the noxious vapours and exhalations with whicK the 
air must of necessity be impregnated will render it 
no doubt very insalubrious ; but at present the in- 
habitants make few or no complaints. 

In their huts the people exhibit no very favour* 
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able specimens of taste or cleanliness J and iii thw 
respect, certainly, they are greatly inferior to tlieir 
neighbours on the other side of the river. How- 
ever, in their persons they are by no nipans so neg- 
ligent, for they always appear e\tremely well 
dressed; and we have rarely met with so lar^e a 
number of tall, handsome, well-formed men anil 
comely, women as in this place. 

The care which the Falatah bestows, and tiie 
pride which he takes in his horse, are employed 
and indulged by the inhabitants of Zatrozhi in an 
equal proportion in their canoes ; the Niger is cov- 
ered with these little vessels, and to be skilftil in 
the management of them is their greatest boast. 
The chief of the island has about six hundred 
canoes, all of which will be employed, when the 
young Mallam Dendo is proclaimed king, in con- 
veyins the FalStah troops across the river on their 
expedition into Yarriba. They are fond of aquatic 
occupations, even to a passion, and carry them to 
excess. All the trade by water in these parts is in 
their hands, and they are proprietors of the ferry to 
and from Rabba, which is a source of considerable 
emolument to those engaged in this speculation. 
They are also excellent fishermen, and, in fact, the 
population of ZagOihi are almost amphibious, so 
prone are they to be perpetually sporting in bogs or 
dabbling in water. But they do not conline them- 
selves all the year round entirely to the river, for 
they cultivate the soil as well, and, like their coun- 
trymen of Nouffie, in the manufacture of 'various 
articles they evince considerable ingenuity and ex- 
pertness. The cloth, which they manufacture in 
common with their countrymen, and the tobes and 
trousers which tliey make, are most excellent, and 
would not disgrace a European manufactory; Ihey 
are worn and valued by kings, chiefs, and great men, 
and are the admiration of the neighbouring nations, 
which vainly attempt to imitate them. We have 
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also Been a variety of caps, which are wgrn solely 
by females, and made of cotton interwoven with 
silk, of the most exquisite workynanship. The 
people here are uncommonly industrious, be they 
males or femalps, and always busy either in cuh- 
nary or other domestic occupations. 

Ill our walks we see groups of people employed 
in spinningcottonandsilK; others in making wooden 
bowls and dishes, mats of varioua patterns, shoes, 
sandals, cotton dresses and caps, and the like ; 
others busily occupied in fashioning brass and iron 
stirrups, bits for bridles, hoes, chains, fetters, &c. : 
and others again employed in making saddles and 
horse accoutrements. These various articles, which 
are intended for the Rahba market, evince con- 
siderable taste and ingenuity in their execution. 

We have not seen a single public amusement since 
we have been among tliem. In this respect they 
are an example to their neighbours. Tney seem 
quite independent of all authority and above all re- 
straint, except that of the lagitimate King of the 
Dark Water, and their own interests induce them to 
obey him alone. They care as little forthe Faldtahs 
as the Faldtahs for them ; the peculiarity of their 
situation renders them secure from foreign invasion, 
and insensible to the calamities and distresses which 
overwhelm the natives of many parts of the con- 
tinent. They have liberty stamped on their fealures, 
and lightness and activity, so rarely to be seen in 
this country of sluggards, are observable in all their 
actions. The generality of the people are well- 
behaved; they are hospitable and obliging to stran- 
gers ; they dwell in amity with their neighbours, and 
live in unity, peace, and social intercourse with them- 
selves; they are made bold by freedom, affluent by 
industry and frugality, healthj; by exercise and 
labour, and happy from a combination of all these 



The pooulation of Zagozhi cannot well be esti- 
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matec!, on account of its lowness and the prevailii^ 
flatness of the country round, on which neither a 
hillock nor eminence of any kind can be discerned. 
However, it must be immense ; and we consider it 
to be one of the most extensive and thickly inhabited 
towns, as well as one of the most important trading 
places in the whole kingdom of Nouffie, not except- 
ing even Coulfo. According to oar estimation, tne 
island may be about fifteen miles loag and three in 
breadth, but the greater part of it is now nearly over- 
flowed. Notwithstanding this, the natives appear to 
enjoy good health. 

Novelties, however trifling, attract the notice of 
the people of Habba, as glittering baubles excite the 
attention of a cliild ; and as children, too, become 
tired of their plaything a few moments only after it 
is put into their hands, so do they throw aside in 
disgust, when it ceases to be a novelty, that which 
they would have given half their substance to obtain 
a few seconds before it actually became (heir own. 
They are 



The princeof the Falatahs is already tiredof my watch, 
which he purchased yesterday, and he returned it this 
afternoon, with al! its machinery broken ; and, like 
the Boniouese soldier, without making any acknow- 
ledgment for his carelessness. However, we have 
receieed permission to quit ZagozAi to^morroi/i nurminff, 
to pursue oar journey down the Niger ; and lliotigh all 
the promises of the magia have terminated in noili- 
ing— though aNouffie guide has been denied us — and 
[hough it is likely that we shall be perplexed with a 
thousand difficulties, yet we are in liigh spirits and 
great good-humour at the thoughts of our release, 
for we know that we shall go our way with alacrity 
and confidence. 
We have been busily employed in packing up and 
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making preparations for our departure from Zagozhi 
lo-morrow morning. We are in hopes of baring ni> 
difii(^ulties about tbe canoe, and are desirous of ob- 
taining- one that will hold all of our part}', as it will 
be a much more satisfactory arrangement for us, 
and more convenient than two small ones. The 
chief of the island visited us in the morning, and 
promised to send a messenger with ua as far as Egga, 
on the banks of the river. This is the last town, 
we are told, down the river belonging to the Nouffie 
territory, and its distance from hence is said to be 
four days' journey. He tells us also, thai the river 
is quite safe, according to the reports of the Noudie 
people who trade between Ihis place nnd Egga. 

This afternoon, ihe chief was unwilling to part 
with a canoe under any consideration, yet, as a token 
of his friendship and regard, he has olTAred to spare 
us one for twenty thousand cowries! in addition to 
our own which we brought from Patishie island. 
A messenger from the prince of Rabba arrived here 
just after this proposition was made us, with full 
powers to treat with the Water King for our canoe. 
" I will see," said the ffian, " whether I can make him 
comply with your wishes or not ; he will not show 
me any of his airs, I am sure." This messenger 
brought with him a large bag of rice as a present 
from Mallam Dendo, who desired him to inform us, 
that " he wished us well, and should be most happy 
to hear of our return to the country by way of the 
Niger." As soon as he had delivered his message to 
us, he repaired to the dvvelling of the Zagozhi chief, 
and returned to us from h:a errand shortly after- 
ivard, with the intelligence of his having succeeded 
in obtaining the long-talked-of canoe, which would 
be iti readiness to receive us on board at an early 
hour lo-morrow. This has removed a great weight 
from our minds. 

Last night my brother was troubled and terrified 
in his sleep by a frightful dream of scorpions, and. 
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I DEFARTtfltE. 

to his astoiiishment, when he awoke this morninjf, 
111* discovered one of those reptiles on his mat, which 
he had crushed to death in his sleep. 

Tlie " Dark Water King" has heen informed of our 
poverty, we believe, and his goodness is declining 
very perceptibly in consequence. Nor do his peo- 
ple, we are soriy to say, regard us with the same 
respect and partiality as formeriy, nor treat us wiih 
as much beer as they did. Doubtless tlieyhave im- 
bibed a similar notion, that the while men are poor, 
and Iheir kindness and good-nature are also fast 
dwindling away. Perhaps all this is natural; even 
from our friends and relations, hospitality and tender- 
ness do noi, under such circumstances, last for ever. 
It is true the natives have pitied us; but pity is 
composed of sorrow and contempt; and here, as in 
more polished countries, we have found it to be un- 
substantial and fleeting. After the first gush of 
feeling, the teai of compassion gives place to the 
frigid indifference of contempt. To be pitied is to 
be despised- Such is the case here, and such is the 
way of the world. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



A Nl|iit nn tlie Klver— Hlppoiwlaml— DSeaniilo Isiand— ITi^M n( 
Mrilianiinedantain— SmiiBry oT IIib Slver— Gungo Island— Naiive ("». 
am— Want oTui Inierpreler— NoUth of Gnnnff^Dangnr oribe Ca- 
noe— Height of ilie ttiTcr— Fob Iilwd- FaMtata Mods at DblalnInK 
Tribute— Amfc Bi Gn'~~1^B Clilef oT Bfja— CnriodtT of Iha F<»pla 
— An ImpoiUni VMier-Fian of (he Canae-pcople, and their Reftinl 



Friday, October lUth. — We were up and stirring at 
a very esHy hour in the morning, packing np our 
clothes and getting our luggage ready for embarka- 
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tion. But when this was all done we met with a 
sudden and unforeseen embarrassment, — the sable 
" King- of the Dark Water" laughed at the idea of 
giving us a canoe on the faith of receiving payment 
from the prince of the Falfttahs, and refosed at first 
to deliver up to us our own, which we had obtained 
from Patashie, and which we had kept with so much 
anxiety and trouble. At length, after much impor- 
tunity, we induced the chief to restore them into 
our hands; and our things and the clothes of our 
people, with a qnantity of rice, corn, calavances, and 
honey, were removed" into them from our late resi- 

When 3]i this was done, and we were quite ready 
to start, the old chief came down to the water-side 
to bid us farewell, according to his avowed purpose, 
but in reality ^0 offer us a commodious canoe in ex- 
change for our own, if we would consent to give 
him ten thousand coWries in addition to them. This 
was agreed to on. our parts after a little delay, for 
we considered that it would be infinitely more com- 
fortable to have our people and all our .things wilh us 
inthe same canoe; and that it would be less laborious, 
rather than be liable to casualties and accidents by 
separation. We had fortunately realized a suSicienI 
number of cowries fiom the sale of needles at Rabba, 
and while I was shifting our things from our canoe 
into another, my brother walked hack with the old 
chief to his residence, wliere he found all the people 
of the house gathered round the trunk of a large 
tree which was burning in the hut. Here he paid 
the chief ten thousand cowries for the canoe, which 
having done, he rejoined me at the water-side. 1 
liad forgotten to mention that the principal inhabit- 
ants, owing to Ihe softness of the soil during the 
rainy season, wear large wooden shoes when they 
go abroad in bad weather i but the lower class of 
people imd ourselves generuUy went barefoot. ' II 
IS merely a flat piece of a verv'hard species of wood 
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90 WOODKN SHOES. 

as loi^ as the foot, eupportf;d at each end b^ thidi 
{)iec«s, as shown iti the sketch. A small piece of 
leather passing through holes in it, and leaving a 
noose on the upper part, serves to confine the great 
toe to it, and the heel is also secured by another 
piece passing over the instep. The annexed sketch 
IS a representation ot' it. 




The canoes made here are of a particular descnii 
ttoii, yery much resemhling what are called punts in 
England, but are perfectly straight and flat-bottomed. 
They are generally formed out of one log of wood, 
and are of an immense size. That which we pur- 
chased is about fifteen feet in lecigth and four in 
breadth, but they make them nearly as large again. 

As soon as our goods were all transferred into the 
pnrchased canoe, which, after all, was not near large 
enough for our purpose, we found it to be extremely 
leaky, and patched up in a thousand places. We 
saw that we had been cheated by the artful " Kiny 
of the Dark Water," but rather than enter into an 
interminable dispute on the subject, whi';h might in* 
volve us in further difficulties, we held our peace, 
and ^u* up with the imposition without a mummr. 
We had been prevented from perceiving the canoe's 
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LEAVE ZACOZHI. 91 

defects before by the excitement of preparation and 
the hurry of departure. And yel after we had all 
g'ot into her, we wailfid till we were lyeary for the 
arrival of a niesseuj^r that was to have accompanied 
us a little way on oar journey ; but he did not come, 
and we resolved to leave without him. Therefore 
at nine oVIock in the morning we bade farewell to 
the King of the Dark Water and the hundreds of 
spectators who were gazing at us, fired two muskets, 
accompanied with three cheers, and launching out 
mto the river, we were soon out of their sight. 




Lttoint ZSfSiAi. 



Notwithstanding hia recent artful proceedings, 
(his old man had behaved to us with the most al- 
tentive hospitality, in which he was imitated by his 
principal people, who were as friendly to ns as we 
could desire. We could not expect that the first 
flow of feeling and generosity should continue. 
" Whatever is violent," it has been often remarked, 
"is seldom lasting;" and when this remark is applied 
lo the passions of unlettered and uncivilized man, 
surciy we ought not to be surprised at their advances 
of friendship becoming less frequent and their hos- 
pitality decreasing with Iheir admiration. 

It is inconceivable what difficulties we have ex- 
perienced in obtaining paddles for our canoe ; no- 
where have we found people willing to sell us any, 
and until we reached ZagOzhi we could induce no 
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one to spare us a paddie ; they would not do it for 
the world. However at. Madjie, and other places, 
we retunied the hospitality whieh we received from 
the chiefs, by suffering our men to go out at iiiglil 
when it was dark, and when the villagers were 
asleep, cmd stenl what we found au invincible didi- 
culty in procuring by fairer means. The paddles 
thus obtained were concealed from their owners, 
and from our ill-natured Nouflie guide, in the bottom 
of a canoe under a quantity of mats ; and though our 
men were snapecled of the otTence, yet we were 
permitted to pass on unmolested. It was by such, 
mean and unworthy shifts as these that we foimd 
ourselves in a condition this morning of proceeding 
doivn the Niger for the first time, without any 
foreign assistance whatever. We were overjoyed 
at this, for nothing can be more irksome and un- 
pleasant than to be at the beck and under the con- 
trol of an interested guide or messenger, to stop the 
canoe whenever he may think fit, and io land at 
every town which might suit his own convenience. 
It is pleasant, very pleasant, to feel that one is his 
own master. 

As we have already said, Zag-ozhi was soon out 
of sight ; but though we journeyed with tolerable 
rapidity, the city of Rahba remained long in view. 
We fancied at first that we were pursued from 
thenee by several canoes which were filled with 
people, bnt we learned soon after that they were en- 
gaged in trade, and only pursuing their customary 
avocations. The breadth of the channel between 
Zagozhi and Rabba is not more than two miles in 
our estimation, and the direction of it about south- 
east. Our course from the landing-place was along 
the shore of the island on the Rabba side for about 
twenty minutes, when we arrived at its extremity. 
The river then ran east, and its breadth appeared to 
be about four miles. 

A little before nine A. M., we passed a ferry where 
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we observed a great many canoes cTOssinsf "iid n> 
crossitifT with passengfKra and horses to the V'arriba 
side. On inquiry we found that they were going to 
the mackft of A16rie. This is the same place mei> 
tioned as lying to the south-west of Katuitga. A 
range of low hills apppared on each side of the river 
as far as the eye could i^iscern, but at some little 
distance from the bank, sometimes about live miles ; 
and we passed along the side of a tarj^ cone-shaped 
hill, i^otnpletely detached from the range, and rising 
with abrtiptness at a few paces oiily from the water's 
edge. The borders of the river were exceedingly 
fiat, low, and swampy, and appeared as though they 
were partially overflowed, for trees and slirubs were 
shooting up in many places out of the body of the 

We observed several large and small towns as we 
paddled along, all of them in situations extremely 
low, which gave them a truly uncomfortable and 
wretched appearance. Besides Hsh, the principal 
food of the inhabitants is rice, of which they culti- 
vate vast quantities. The rice grounds are now al- 
most all inundated; some of them are as much as 
three or four miles from any perceptible humiin hab 
itation. 

We made no stop whatever on the river, not even 
at meal-times, our men suffering the canoe to glide 
down with the stream while they were eating their 
food. At live in the afternoon they all complained 
of fatigue, and we looked around us for a landing- 
place, where we might rest awhile, but wo could 
find none, for every village which we saw after that 
hour was unfortunately situated behind large thick 
morasses and sloughy bogs, through which, after 
various tedious and provoking trials, we found it 
impossible to penetrate. We were employed three 
hours in the aFtemoon in endeavouring to find a 
landing at some village, and though we saw them 
distmctly enough from the water, we could not find 
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a passnge through the morasses, behind which thi^y 
lay. Therefore we were compelled to reliiiqtiish 
the altempt, and continue our course on the Niger. 
We pssed several beautiful islands in llie course of 
the day, all cultivated and inhabited, but low and 
flat. The width of the river appeared to vary con- 
siderably ; Bometinies it seemed to be two or three 
miles across, and at others double thai width. I'he 
cnrrent drifted us along very rapidly, and we g-iiessed 
it to be running at the rate of three or four miles an 
hour. The direction of the stream continued nearly 

The day had been excessively warm, and the sun 
set in beauty and grandeur, shooting forth rays tinged 
with tlie most radiant hues, which extended to the 
zenith. Nevertheless the appearanre of the firma- 
ment, all glorious as it was, betoheiied a coming 
storm; the wind whistled wildly through the tall 
rushes, and darkness soon covered the earth like a 
veil. . This rendered us more anxious than ever to 
land somewhere, we cared not where, and to ea- 
deavour to procure shelter for the nigbl, if not in a 
village, at least under a tree. Accordingly, rallying 
the drooping spirits of our men, we encouraged them 
to renew their exertions by setting them the exam- 
ple, and our canoe darted silently and swiftly down 
the current. We were enabled to steer her Tightly 
by the vividness of the lightning, which flashed across 
the water continually, and by this means also we 
could distii^uish any danger before us, and avoid 
the numerous sniall ishrnds with which the river is 
interspersed, and which otherwise might have em- 
barrassed us very seriously. But though we could 
perceive almost close to us several lamps b'urnmg in 
comfoftable-looking huts, and could plainly distin- 
guish the voices of their occupants, and though we 
exerted all our strength to get at them, we were 
foiled in every attempt, by reason of the sloughs 
and fens, and we were at last obliged to ^iandon 
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them in despair. Some of these lights, alter lending 
us a long way, eluded our search, and vanished from 
our sight like an w^jis fatutu, arid others danced 
about we knew not now nor where. But what was 
more vexatious than all, after we had got into an 
Inlet, and toiled and tugged for a full half hour against 
the current, which in this little channel was un- 
commonly rapid, to approach a village from which 
we thought it flowed, both village and lights seemed 
to sinl( into the eaith, the sound of the people's 
voiees ceased of a sudden, and when we fancied we 
were actually close to the spot, we strained our eyes 
in vain to see a single hut, — all was gloomy, dismal, 
cheerless, and solitaiy. It seemed the work of en- 
chantment; every thing was as visionary as "scep- 
tres grasped in sleep." 

We had paddled along the banks a distance of not 
less than thirty miles, every inch of which we 
had attentively examined, but not a bit of dry land 
could anywhere be discovered which was firm enough 
10 bear our weight. Therefore we resigned ourselves 
to circumstances, and all of us having been refreshed 
with a tittle cold rice and honey, and water from 
the stream, we permitted the canoe to drift down 
with the current, for our men were too much fa- 
tigued with the labours of the day to work any 
longer. But here a fresh evil arose, which we were 
unprepared to meet. An incredible number of hip- 
popotami arose very near ns, and came plashing, 
snorting, and plunging all round the canoe, and 
placed us in imminent danger. I'hinkingto frighten 
them off, we fired a shot or two at them, but the 
noise only called'up from the water, and out of the 
fens, about as many more of their nnwieldy com- 
panions, and we were more closely beset than be- 
fore. Our people, who had never in all their lives 
been exposed in a canoe to such huge and formida 
ble beasts, trembled with fear and apprehension, and 
absolutely wept aloud ; and their terror was not a 
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little increased by the dreadful peals of thunder 
wliich rattled over their heads, and hy the awful 
darkness which prevailed, broken at inteiTals by 
flashes of lightning', whose powerful glare was truly 
awful^ Our people tell us, that these formidable 
animals frequently upset canoes >n the river, when 
every one in them is sure to perish. These came so 
close to us, that we could reach them with the bntt 
end of a gun. When I tired at the first, which 1 
must have hit, every one of them came to the sur- 
face of the water, aud pursued us so fast over to the 
north bank, that it was with the greatest difficulty 
imaginable we could keep before them. Having 
fired a second time, the report of niy gun was 
followed by a lond roaring' noise, and we seemed lo 
increase our distance from them. There were two 
Bornou men among our crew, who were not so 
frightened as the rest, having seen some of these 
creatures before on Lake Tchad, where, they say, 
plenty of them abound. 

However, the terrible hippopotami did us no kind 
of mischief whatever; no doubt, at first, when we 
mterrupted them, they were only sporting and wal- 
lowing in the river for their own amusement; but 
had they upset our canoe, we should have paid dearly 
for it. 

We observed a bank on the north side of the river 
shortly after this, and I proposed halting on it for 
the night, for I wished much to put my foot on firm 
land again. This, however, not one of the crew 
would consent to, saying that if the gewow rmia, 
or water elephant, did not kill them, the crocodiles 
certainly would do so before the morning, and I 
tlionght afterward, that we might have been carried 
off, like the Cumbrie people on the island near 
Vioorie, if we had tiied the experiment. Our ca- 
noe is only lara:e enough to hold us all when sitting, 
so that we have no chance of lying down. Had we 
been able to muster up thirty thousand cowries at 
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Kabba. we might have purchased oiip which would 
have rarrled iis all very comfortably. A canoe of 
this sort would liave served us ibr living in entirely, 
we should have had no occasion to land excepting 
to obtain our provisions ; and having performed our 
day's journey, might have anchored fearlessly at 
night. 

Finding we could not induce our people to land, 
we agreed to continue on all night. The eastern 
liorizon became very dark, and the lightning more 
and more vivid ; indeed, we never recollect having 
Been such strong forked lightning before in our lives. 
All this denoted the Approachof a storm. Ateleven 
P, M. it blew somewhat stronger than a gale, and 
at midnight the storm was at its height. The wind 
was so furious, that it swept the water over the sides 
of the canoe several times, so that she was in dan- 
ger of filling. Driven about by the wind, our frail 
little bark became unmanageable ; but at length we 
got near a hank, which in some rasasure protected 
us, and we were fortunate enough to lay hold of a 
thorny tree, against whiph we were driven, and which 
ivaa growing nearly in the centre of the stream. 
Presently we fastened the canoe to its branches, and 
uriipping onr cloaks round our persons, for we felt 
overpowered with fatigue, and with our legs dan- 
gling half over the sides of the little vessel uilo the 
water, which for want of room we were compelled 
to do, we lay down to sleep. There is something, 
I iKlieve, in the nature of a tempest, which is favour- 
able to slumlwr, at least so thought my brother ; for 
though the thunder continued to roar, and the wind 
to rage, — though the rain beat in our faces, and our 
canoe lay rocking like a cradle, still he slept soundly. 
The wind kept blowing hard from the eastward till 
after midnight, when il became c,Jm. The rain then 
descended in torrents, accompanied with thunder 
and lightning of the most awiul description. Vie 
Uv in our canoe drenched with rain, and our littto 
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vessel wsis fiUine so fast, that two people weni 
obli^d Eo be constimtty balii^out thewHter to keep 
her atloat. The wat^r elephants, as the natives 
term the hippopotami, freqiieiiily came snortiugnea* 
us, but fbrlutiHttily did not touch our canoe. 

The rniii cuntiiuied until threat in the moming of 
the I7th, when it became clear, aiid we saw the stars 
sparkling like j;ems over our heads. Therefore, we 
ag^iiiiproceededoii our journey down the river, there 
beiii^ sufficient light for us tn see our v/uy, and two 
hours after, we put into a small, insignificant fishing- 
viiUtge, culled DacanitK, where we landed very 
gladly. Before we arrived at this island, we had 
passed a preat many native towns and villages, but 
in consequence of the early hour at which we were 
tntvelling, we considered it would be impnident to 
stop at any of them, as none Of the natives were 
out of their huts. Had we landed earlier even near 
one of these towns, we might have alarmed the in- 
habitants, and been taken for a party of robbers, or, 
as they are called in the country, Jacallees. They 
would have taken up arnis against us, and we might 
have lost our lives ; so that for our own safety we 
continued down the river, alt^iough we had a great 
desire to go on shore. 

In the course of the day and night, we travelled, 
according to out own estimation, a distance litDe 
short of a hundred miles. Our course was nearly 
east. The Niger in many places, and for a consider- 
able way, presented a very magnificent appearance, 
Hnii we believe it to have been nearly eight miles in 
ividth. 

Sunday, Oct. 17M. — After drying our persons and 
wet clothes before targe fires which we had kindled 
for the purpose, we sat down at the root of a tree, 
and partook of a meagre refreshment of rice and 
honey. While we were at breakfast, the proniised 
messenger from Zagozhi arrived at the village, in a 
canoe of hi« own, aiid came up to us, and intraduced 
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himself. He ssii that he had followed oar track 
during Ihe iiichii and had heard the rpport of niir 
giitiR, but tlioiiEh h«str<neln con-e np with us, yet 
he had been notable. The hippopotami hid annoyed 
him in the same manner at lliej h id iis.aiid had given 
him niucli apprehension and uneasiness, but had done 
his canoe no manner of iTijur\. ^e found several 
Faldtah malknis on the island, who have been sent 
ty the Chief of Rabba for the pun>ose of instruct- 
in!^ the natives in the Mohammedan failli. The 
isfand is inhabited by NoufBe fishermen, a harmlesa, 
inoffensive mce of men, who only a few weeks apo 
were obliged to adjure their pagan deities for the 
Komn, whether against their inclination or other- 
wise. Tliis is another of the effects of the F>il&- 
tahs" spreading their conquests over the country. 
Wherever they become masters, the Mohammedan 
religion follows. In consequence of Ederesa hav- 
ing relinquished his authority in favour of Mallam 
Deiido, his subjects have became Mohammedans, 
and this faith will no doubt shortly spread through 
Yarnba. 

The mallams were attentive and civil to us as 
strangers, and directed the natives to find firewood 
for us, and bring it to our encampment, for which, in 
return, we made ihem a present of a few needles. 

it was between nine and ten in the morning, when 
the guide desired us to proceed onward, and prom- 
ised to follow us in a few minutes. With this ar- 
rangement we cheerfully complied, and insiantly 
pushed olf the shore, for of all persons a messen- 
ger is the most unpleasant companion ; he is fond 
of procrastiu:atinn, sullen when rebuked, and stops at 
every paltry village wherein he fancies that he can 
levy his contributions without the fear of interrup- 

At ten A. M. we observed several mountains of 
singular and picturesque appearance, which are situ- 
ated a few miles beyond the extreme borders of the 
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river, bearing no rth-easl of us. They appeared line 
three complete sugar-loaves, with litlie hills about 
them. And shortly afterwurd we oame in sight- of 
other mountains, yet more interesting^nd romaiitici 
but these were veiy elevated, and so far before us, that 
they could hardly be distinguished from faint blue 
clouds. Among them were table hills, and others 
which formed perfect cones, while others again 
were o! the most grotesque and unshapely descrip- 
tion. By what we could see, we were of opinion 
that they formed a regular chain of mountains. 

The messenger whom we left behind at Dacannie 
soon overlooli us, in pursnatice of his agreement, 
aud kept us company till we drew near to twocitie? 
of prodigious extent, one on each si<ie of the rivet, 
and directly opposite each other. The beach was 
lined Willi tiie canoes of their inhabitajits. To that 
lying on our right, the guide expressed his inlentiim 
of going, and endeavoured to entice us with many 
promises to accompany him there, but this we re- 
fused, for we had previously formed a resolution to 
husband our resources to the utmost of our ability; 
and well knowing, likewise, the number and rapa- 
city of the " great men," who expect presents in all 
large towns, and the detention to which we should 
be subjected in them, we had made up our minds to 
land ai little hamlets only (unless compelled to alter 
this arranKeinent from, citcumauuices), where we 
might do Just as we pleased, without being amenable 
for our actions to those powerful beings who are 
styled the "mighli/" of the earth. 

Accordingly, we parted company, and took our 
leave of the Zagozhi messenger, who agreed to fol- 
low us as before, and in an hour afterward, which 
was about the middle of the day, we put in at a 
small vilbige, situated on an island called Gvn^o. 
The banks now became high and beautifully culti- 
vated- On our righi we passed many villages and 
towns, and on our left, the mountains before njen- 
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tioned. Palm-trees grew in profusion, and the 
towns and villagjHS wtrs not more than two or three 
miles from each other. We obsen'ed some hundreds 
of large canoes, with a hut in their middle, passing 
along the river, some crossing and recrossing to the 
opposite banlts, while others were persuing thuir 
course along them. They mcislly seemed to con- 
tain families of people, for while the men were pad- 
dling, the women and girls were singing to a guitar 
with their little delicate voices, and produced a very 
pretty effect. When we passed close to any of their 
canoes, they would suddenly stop their nmslc and 
exclaim Ki, ii, ma iienee acca chUen xhilagee! re- 
peatedly, e^pre^sing the utmost astonishment, both 
in their features and gestures. We got this trans- 
lated for us by Pascoe, and it signilies Oh, dear ! Oh, 
dear ! tehal da I see in that canoe ! The it ii is evi- 
dently an exclamation of surprise, and might be 
rendered Oh ! only ; but our interpreter gave us his 
own translation, and we have accordingly preserved 
it. We contented ourselves with a iooK at the in- 
nocent black faces of these damsels, and passed on. 
We fiiid that all the Varriba side of the river is de- 
serted by the natives, who have fled inio the coun- 
Iry, and left the Falitahs in quiet possession of all 
their towns and villages. 

Tlie river near this island takes a slight bend to 
the southward of east, the current continues to nm 
very rapidly, and the breadth of the river "is from 
three to five miles, according to our esiimation. 
Tliis island is about a mile and a half in ciicunifer- 
ence, lying nearly in the middle of the river. Here, 
for the first lime since leaving the coast, we could 
not make ourselves understood. We could muster 
up live diflerent bnguages spoken by the Africans, 
but the flaussa language was not even understood 
here, nor any other that w'e could spejik ; so we had 
recourse to siirns and motions, and soon made the 
Datives comprehend that we wanted something to 
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eat, and a liiit to sleep in for the night. The choice 
of several empty ones was quickly offered us, which 
were »lt equally coniforlleKs and mieerable, on ac> 
eounC of the lownese of the village, part of which 
waa overflowed by the river. However, we took 
possession of one which is made of wiclcer-work, 
rather foe the benefit of cool and fresh air than for 
any other advanta^ peculiar to itself, for it is built 
in a splashy situation, and a stream of water from 
the Niger rushes over half its lioor. The other part. 
of it was cleaned out for us, and wn endeavoured 
to make ourselves comfortaiiie. Shiirtly after, a 
large bowl of boiled corn, and another of fish, were 
sent to us, together with about ten pounds of the 
flesh of hippopotami. The former we were quite 
contented with, but as for the latter, being nearly 
all fat, we could not fancy it, and acoordingly gave 
it to our people. They were not a little amused at 
this delicacy on our part, for they assured us it was 
the finest meat they had ever tasted, and it forms a 
principal pari of the food of the natives. 

The natives of Gungo seem to be a mild, inoffen- 
sive, quiet, and good-natured people. They procure 
R livelihood almost solely by fishing, and the fruits 
of their labour are exchanged with their neighlwurs 
for corn and yams. About sunset, the inhabitants 
of the whole island, amounting to about a hundred 
men, women, and children, dressed in very decent ap- 
parel, and headed by their chief, a venerable old man, 
paiil us a visit. The chiefwasdressedia the Moham- 
medan costume, and he arranged his people, and 
made them sit down round oiir hut in the most or- 
derly manner. They remained in tliis situation 
about an hour, satisfying their curiosity in looking 
at us, and making their remarks to each other, ex- 
pressive of amazement and delisht; during wiiich 
time, signs only could be understood between 
us. The men evinced no alarm, but the women 
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and pretty little phimji-faced children* were much 
frighlened by our white fitces, and seemed not a 
liuie gkd to gfit away. Before they retired, we dis- 
tributed aboiii two liundred needles among them, and 
they went away highly pleased with their present, 

Monday, October 18'* —Weather dull and cloudy. 
At a little after six, every thing was in readiness for 
our departure, ^swewereabout tolaunch out into 
liie stream, the chief came down to the water-sidei 
and presented us with a piece of hippopotamus flesh, 
in a elean white calaliash, expressive of his grali- 
lode for our visit. This meat was pronouneed by 
our people to be rich and delicious. We presented 
him witli a hundred needles, and the yoiuig girls who 
had brought us the provisions willi a few beads. 
They were much pleased with our presents, and I 
have no doubt our visit has made an impression on 
their minds that will not he easily effaced. Having 
read prayers to our people, a custom which we have 
never neglected either morning or evening, we bade 
adieu to the Chief of Gungo iind his people. They 
wei^ assembted at ihe river-side to see us go, and as 
our canoe left the shore they all lifted their hands, 
wishing us a prosperous journey. 

We had not been on the water more than half an 
hour after leaving Gungo, before llie wind rose to a 
gale, causing the river to be agitated like a eeu, mid 
our canoe to be tossed about like a cocoanul shell. 
It also rained heavily, insomuch that in a moment 
we were wetted to the skin, and our canoe soon be- 
came half filled with water. We were then in Ihe 
middle of the river, and in danger of sinking every 
instant. Our men struggled hard to pull the canoe 
among Ihe rushes on the rig-ht bank, for Ihe purpose 
of liolding on by ihem till the wind and rain should 
abate, and the water become snwolh. It was not 
without great exertion that this was effected, for tlie 

• NegnicftiWren whm vtij jwini, are gcnM^Hr inUrtiSng, *v«i u 
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wind was against us, the water was ir 
and our frainle little vessel, as a sailor would express 
it, "shipped several seas." No sooner had we got 
into the morass, and were congratulating ourselves 
on our deliverance, than a frightful crocodile, of pro- 
digious size, sprang forth from his retreat, close to 
the canoe, and plunged underneath it with estraonli- 
nary violence, to theamazemeiit and terror of us all: 
we had evidently disturbed him from his sleep. He 
was the largest I ever saw i and had he touched onr 
canoe, would have upset it. The rain, in addition to 
the water that washed in from the river over the 
hows of our canoe, employed three persons con- 
stant!}' bahnjT to keep her afloat. 

The wind and rain having subsided, we left our 
retreat about half-past eight, and kept on down the 

About ten in the morning, we arrived opposite a 
large village, which is situated on a low, flat islaaid ; 
and the current at this place rushing with the im- 
petuosity of a torrent over a broad sandbank, not- 
wiihstanding we exerted all our powers to avoid it, 
we were completely foiled : the canoe became un- 
manageable i we were carried along with irresistihle 
velocity; and in less than two minutes, she sinick 
against the roof of a hut which was ccivered with 
water. By the sudden and forcible shock which ihe 
canoe hefby sustained, one of our men was thrown 
with violet :e overboard, but the otheis. more for- 
tunate, clung to the boughs of a tree. Though Ihe 
current was so exceedingly rapid, the water was very 
shallow, and the man was enabled to join his com- 
panions shortly afterward : he appeared more fright- 
ened than hurt. The village is nearly washed away, 
with the exception of about a dozen houses ; so high 
are the waters of the river. We observed a number 
of large canoes receiving the inhabitants in them, 
for the purpose of con<'eying them to the mainland. 

At Zagozhi we had been strongly recommended 
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to put into a large and important trading' town, called 
Eggi, whii-h was reported to be Ihree days' journey 
down the river from thence, and we had been pnim- 
ised a guide or messenger to accompany us thither, 
but we have neither heard nor seen any thing of him 
since yesterday. Beyond Egga, it is said the FalStab 
interest does not extend, and hy all accounts, aftei 
leaving that place, the banks of the Niger are in 
habited by different races of people, who are less 
gentle and humane, and not so civilized as the Nou- 
fauchie. We had so fjir proceeded without the guide, 
because he did not choose to keep up with us, and 
because we would not consent to wait for him. But 
here, from motives of prudence, we thought proper 
to make inquiries concerning the Egga we had been 
told of, lest by any means we should pass it without 
seeing it ; and we were persuaded, should this be 
the case, that the difficulty of pulling back against 
the current would be insuperable. Therefore, we 
approached as near the village as we could, and hal- 
looed and bawled to Ihe inhabitants, some of whom 
we could observe kneedeep in waier, walking about 
the streets ; but they were at so great a distance 
from our canoe, or so busily emploved in their own 
concerns, that it is probable they did not perfectly 
understand the nature of our inquiries, and theii 
answers were too indistinct for us lo comprehend 
their meanings However, instead of answering onr 
questions, two or three mallam priests gave us to 
understand thai the Niger has been more than usually 
full this season ; that it had overflowed iis natural 
boundaries, and washed away a considerable poriion 
of their village, which was apparent from the great 
number of frames of huts which we had seen stuck 
in the sand outside, more especially the circular tops 
of them, which had a very odd appearance in the 
river. The remains of the village are even now 
half under water, and the unfortunate inhabitants 
must therefore be in very great distress. 
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Seeing that we could gather no further informs 
(ion from these vjllrigers, we left the place, and 
shortly afterward came abreast of those remarkable 
mountains which we saw before tia yesterday. They 
appeared now in the shape of three flat table-moun- 
tains, and seemed to be very close to the rirer- One 
or two of them eshibit a perfect picture of barren- 
ness and sterility ; others are covered with stunted 
vegetation ; but others again appear more fertile, 
bemg cultivated with com almost to their summits, 
and have a very agreeable appearance. At their 
bases are several pleasant-looking villages, most 
charmingly situated, and embellished with tall and 
goodly trees. 

Journeyingalongbythesideof them, we observed 
a mountain a long way to the eastward of us, whose 
summit resembled an immense dome. At midday, 
we stopped awhile at a small island to obtain the 
necessary information respecting Egga; but could 
only learn that that tcwn was still a great way off. 
A large Fa!4tal) canoe, with musicianson board, fol- 
lowed us here, and for some distance after we had 
left it, but we do not think with any hostile intention. 

At four in the afternoon, our men were tired with 
their exertions, and complained sadly of fatigue and 
exhaustion, so that we were induced to put in at a 
small island called Fofo, where we resolved to sleep. 
The river to-day has been very serpentine ; its gen- 
eral course south-east, and east-south-east ; and its 
breadth from two to six miles. 

After we had landed, a man who asserted that he 
had just arrived from Funda introduced himself to 
our notice: he states that it is three days' journey 
from hence down the Niger to the frontiers of that 
kingdom; and that Lis metropolis, which is of the 
same name, is situated at an equal distance inland 
from the water-side ; so that, if this information be 
true, it will be utterly impossible for us to visit the 
city of Funda, as it was our intention to do, for w» 
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are without horses, and tho means of procuring 
them^ and tha attempt to penetrate so great a dis- 
tance through the bush in our present languid and 
debilitated state would be impracticable, and highly 
improper. Besides, what presents have we to ofTei 
to the king? 

For the first time since leaving Yarriba, we saw 
a coeoanut this evening, which gave us infinite 
pleasure. On inquiring where it grew, we were told 
that it had been brought from a place near the sea, 
seven days' journey from Fofo, The evening was 
far advanced, before a hut could anywhere be found 
for our reception, owing, it was said, to the absence 
of the chief; nor did we experience, on his return to 
the village, the slightest degree of kindness or lioa- 
pitality. In the course of the day, we observed a 
great number of hippopotami as we came down the 
river, and many canoes of a large size. The con- 
sternation of the people at seeing us was very great ; 
they gazed at us with vacant countenances, and 
never once thought of asking us if we wanted a hut 
or any thing to eat. We had been an hour with them, 
undergoing their scrutiny, and affording them sub- 
ject for their remarks, when two Rabba messengers 
came to us, saying, that as none of (he people of 
Fofo had offered us a hut, we were welcome to 
theirs. We accordingly accepted their offer, and 
were, glad to get under their protection. We had 
not been hei-e long, before three large calabashes of 
cakes, made of Indian com, fried in palm oil, were 
ent to us by the women, who jt seems take much 
more interest in us than the men, and we were quite 
ready for our meal. 

The chief has kept aloof from us, being in trouble 
at present, from not having a sn9icient number of 
cowries to pay his annual taxes to Rabba, for which 
purpose it seems the messengers are here. It is 
customary to allow them a certain number of davs 
to do this, at the expiration of which time, ft tns 
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tribute be not paid, the messengers watch tlieir op- 
portunity, and uarry off one or two of the inhabit- 
ants. These are then sold in market at ilabba aa 
slaves, and their produce pays the tax. The same 
custom we had seen practised at Lever, even after 
the tax had been paid. 

We have passed many islands to-day. The Nouf- 
fie bank is high and hilly, but well cultivated. There 
seem to be many villa^a, and much cultivation on 
both sides. 

Tuesday, October 19iA. — Having taken a slight 
breakfast, we were not unmindful of !he attentions of 
our female friends yesterday, and returned their kind- 
ness with a paper of needles, and it was gratifying 
to see them so thankful. We were informed by the 
Pal&tah messengers, that we shall pass the Coodoonia 
river this morning, the same that 1 crossed on the 
former mission near Ciittup. We gave them a few 
buttons and parted very good friends. The morn- 
ing was dull and cloudy, and showers fell occasion 
ally, but as the weather cleared up a little before 
eight o'clock A. M., v^e embraced the opportunity 
of quitting the island of Fofo. Some of the people 
heresdjouts display as little curiosity at seeing us as 
if we were as black as themselves. In half an 
hour we observed and passed a river of tolerable 
size, which entered the Niger from the northvtard. 
This is no doubt the Coodoonia which the FalStahs 
mentioned. The banks this morning have exhibited 
a more beautiful appearance than vie had observed 
for several days before ; nevertheless, they wanted 
the charm of novelty to recommend them. Very 
elevated laud appeared on each side of the river, as 
far as could be seen ; which appeared to be formed 
of a range of hills, extending from north-north-east 
to south-south-west. At eleven o'clock, we touched 
at a large villag; to inquire whereabouts Egga lay, and 
were informed that we had not a long way to go. 
We journeyed onwards forabouthalf an hour, when 
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we perceivpd a large, hamlsome town behind a detp 
morass. Several tittle inlets led through it to the 
town, distant about three miles from the bank of the 
river, which, as we drew near we learned was the 
plate of which we were in quest. It was the itmg- 
sought Egga, and we instantly proceeded np a creek 
lo the lainiing:-place. The town is upwards of two 
miles in length, and we were struck with the im 
mense number of large, bulky canoes which lay off 
it, and which were filled with trading commodities, 
and all kinds of merchandise which are con'nion to 
the country. They also had huts in them, like the 
canoes we had seen before. All of them had blood 
smeared on their stems, and feathers stuck in it as a 
charm or preservative against robbers and the evil- 
disposed. 

We halted a few minutes before landing, no one 
having conveyed intelligence of our arrival to the 
chief. A young PalStah was the first who invited 
us on shore, and we despatched Pascoe to the chief, 
to tell him who we were, and what we wanted. He 
quickly returned, saying that the old chief was ready 
to receive us, and we immediately proceeded lo his 
residence. 

In a few minutes we arrived at the Zollahe, or 
Entrance Hut, in which we found the old man ready 
to receivt? ns. We discovered him squatting on a 
cow'a hide spread on the ground, smoking from a 
pipe of about three yards long, and surrounded by a 
number of Falftlahs and several old mallams. We 
were welcomed in the most friendly and cordial 
manner, and, as a mark of peculiar distinction, we 
were invited to seal ourselves near the person of the 
chief. He looked at us with surprise from head to 
foot, and told us thnt we were strrage-looking peo- 
plfj, and well worth seeing. Having satisfied his 
curiosity, he sent for his old wives that they might 
do the same, but as we did not altogether relish so 
much ouizzino we requested to be shown to a hut. 
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The chief is a very aged and veaerable-Iookingmani 
with a long white beard, and of more paliiarcha] 
3ppe:trance, perhaps, than any one we have ever 
seen ; yet he langhed, played, and trifled lihe a ciiild. 
A house " fil for a king," to use his own expression, 
was speedily got ready for our reception, and as 
soon as he had learned, with surprise, that we sub- 
sisted on the same kind of food as himself, we were 
led to our dwelling, and, before evening, received a 
bowl of iuah and gravy from his wives. We were 
soon fiestered with the visits of the mallanis and 
the chefs wive* which latter brought us presents 
of goora nuts as a sort of uitroduction to see us. 
As soon IS the news of our arrival spread through 
the town the people flocked by hundreds to our hut, 
for the purpose ol satisfying Iheir cunos ty with a 
sight of tlie white people The mdll ms and the 
kings hid given us trouble enough but the whole 
population of Lffga WoS too much for \ti so we 
were lilenlly ooliged to blockade the doorways, 
and station tl ree of our people at each to kppp them 
away \.t sunset finding they could get no nearer 
to us, theydeparted, and we retired to rest in peace; 
for we were in much want of it. 
. The course of the river to-day has been, for the 
most part, east-south-east ; the width varying from 
two to live or six miles. 

Wednesday, October 20th. — Benin and Portuguese 
cloths are worn at Egga by many of its inhabitants, 
so that it would appear that some kind of communi- 
oatiou is kept up between the seacoast and this 
place. The people are very speculative and etiler 
prising, and numbers of them employ all their time 
solely in trading up and down the Niger. They 
live entirely in the.'v canoes, over which they have 
a shed, that answers completely eveiy purpose ibi 
which it is intended, so that", in their constant 
peregrinations, they have no need of any other 
dwelling or shelter than thai which their canoes 
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afford them. Cocoanuta are sold about the streets 
in great quantities, and various litlle piirirels of them 
have been sent us from several individuals, but w6 
understand that they are imported Trom a neigh- 
bouring country, and are here considered as very 
valuable. 

The chief visited us about eight in the morning, 
and begged that we would allow his wives and prin- 
cipal people to come and see us. We could not 
but comply with his request, and accordingly all the 
old and young ladies visited us, each bringing goora- 
nuts, or some Utile present. They were very in- 
quisitive, aud remained with us much longer than 
we wished; our hints had no effect on them, and 
we were obliged to bear with their disagreeable 
society. The heat of the weather is excessive 
our doors and windows are often blocked itp by the 
people, and our room filled with these visiters is 
scarcely tolerable. The ladies no sooner departed 
than they were followed by a party of men, accom- 
panied by one of the chief's people, as a sort of in- 
troduction; and in this manner was the greater part 
of the day passed. 

Their belief that we possessed the power of 
doing, any thing was at first amusing enough, but 
their importimitiea went so far, that they became 
annoying. They aj^lied to us for charms to avert 
wars and other national calamities, to make them 
rich, to prevent the crocodiles from carryii^ off" the 
people, and for the chief of the fishermen to catch 
a canoe-load of fish every day, each request being 
accompanied with some sort of present, such as 
eountry beer, goora-nuts, cocoanuts, lemons, yams, 
rice, &c., in quantity proportionate to the v^ue of 
their request. 

The curiosity of the people to see us is so intense, 
that we dare not stir out of doors, and therefore we 
are compelled to keep our door open all day long 
for the benefit of the airj and the only e 
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which we can take is by walking round and ronnil 
our hut like wild bt^asts in a cage. The people 
Mtand gazing at us with visible emotions of amaze- 
m-nt and terror; we are regarded, in fact, in just 
the name lightaa the fiercest tigers in England. If 
we veiiture to approach too near the doorwavi they 
rush backwards in a state of the greatest alarm an'd 
trepidation ; but when we are at the opposite side 
of the hut, they draw as near as their fears will per- 
mit them, in silence and caution. But, from an 
insolent FaMtah, and one or two troublesome head- 
men, whom it would be impolitic to ofTend, we have 
experienced intiiiitely more inconvenience, — they 
have haunted us like evil spirits. These individuals 
enter our hut in the morning, and, whatever we 
may have to do, they squat tbemaelves down on our 
mats with the most provoking effrontery, and are 
unwilling to leave us, except for a few moments at 
a time, till long after we lie down to rest. 

A " great man," a stranger, visited us to-day, with 
an extraordinary display of native pomp, and he 
brought along with hini a pot of honey, which he 
presented as a recommendation. He was dressed 
in a damask tobe of crimson silk, and the rest of his 
apparel corresponded with this piece of finery. He 
informed us without solicitation that he was an 
a^nt, sent by the Prince of Kabba to collect the 
tribute that was owing at the different villages along 
the banks of the Niger; and insinuated that in point 
of rank he was superior to the old chief of Egga, 
spelling hard for a present proportimiable to his 
boasted dignity. This man, who is nothing mure 
or less than the Chief of Rabba's tax^jratherer, was 
accompanied by two slirewd-lookinsFalAtahs, whose 
part it appeared was to impress us with a proper 
'dea of the great importance of tbeir friend. TTiey 
Bpoke of liiin in the highest terms lu us. telling ua 
he had come from a great distance for the purpose 
of visiting ua, and concluding their onuses with a 
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requ(;st that we should make him a present. Tie 
Hide.-, his damask tobe, he wore liirge silk trousers, 
a turban aiid red cap, and red morocco slippers. 
However, we wanted the few tilings we had le*^ to 
give to those who could be of service to us, aud we 
determined on giving him nothing'. I therefore told 
him thiit we were very poor, and could not afford to 
give him any thing worth his acceptance, but by 
way of remembrance presented him with a comb 
for his beard. At this he look<;d at his compaiiions, 
and they at htm ; when, af^er a little time, they 
asked, " Is this all yoii intend to give this great man, 
who is even greater than the chief of Egga him- 
self 1" To which I replied in the affirmative. He 
then tliought perhaps that he could do for himself 
what his friends could not, by saying to us, " If any 
one should ask me what you gave me, what shall 1 
sayi" To which I replied very quietly, "Say 1 
gave you a comb, or nothing ; whicheveryou please." 
1'his was quite enough ; he was convinced at length 
that we could give him nothing, although it was 
lon^ before he would believe it. We thought ai 
first that we should have spared his dignity, by tell- 
ing him, with as much delicacy as we could, that we 
had nothing to part with; but he took leave of us 
much less annoyed than we had expei'ted by our 
retnsal, and we saw him no more. The FalAtah 
influence is scarcely felt here, though the town was 
pillaged and burnt as recently as two years ago, and 
many of the ruins may still be seen. 

E^ga is of prodigious extent, and has an immense 
population. Like many other towns on the bank.-; 
of the river, it is not unfrequently inundated, and a 
larjre portion of il, as at the p.-eaent moment, ac- 
liially overflowed. No doobl the people have their 
revisons for buildini; their habitations in jtlaces which 
apjiear to us so very inconvenieui and uncomforta- 
ble. Tlie soil in the vicinity of the town consists 
of a dark heaw mould, imcommoDly fruitful, and 
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psoduces in abundance and with Irifling labour all 
thfl necessaries of life, so that provisiono are p)en< 
tiful and chsap. Th» inhabitants e»l little animal 
fonJ besides fish, which are likewise sold al a very 
reasonable Tvi\in. Hyenas are sai'I lo alwnnd in the 
woods in incredible numbers, and they are so bold 
HTid rapacious as to have carried away nearlv the 
whole of the sheep which were once in the tO«n 
Perliaps Egga can boast of having a greater liuiuber 
of canoes, both large and small, than any single 
town to the northward. 

Thursday, October 3lsi.— Though the venerable 
chief of Egga has to all outward appearances lived 
at least a hundred ygars, he is still active ; and, in- 
stead of tjie peevishness ajid discontent too often 
the accomp:u)inient of leniipthened days, possesses !dt 
the ease and gayety of youth. He professes the 
Mohammedan religion ; and it is his custom to rise 
every morning long before daybreak, and, having 
assembled all his priests round him, performs his 
devotions, such as they are, repeating his prayers 
in a loud, shrill tone, so that we can hear him 
in his pious employment ; and as our hut is directly 
opposite to his, and but a few paces from it, he is 
determined to give us no rest as long- as we remain 
with closed doors. As soon as these devotional 
exercises have been gone through, several of his 
companions, with a disposition as thoughtless as 
childish, and as happy as his own, get together in 
his hut, and, squatting on the ground with the old 
chief, they form a circle, and beguile the time by 
smoking and conversing till long after sunset, and 
separate only for a few minutes at a time in the 
cuurse of the day for the purpose of taking their 
meals. This company of gray-beards, for they are 
all old, laugh so heartily at the sprightliness of their 
own wit, that it is an invariable practice, when any 
one passes by, to stop and listen outside; and thev 
ioin their noisy meniment v/ilh so much good-wiO' 
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that we hear nothing from the hut in which the 
aged stroup are ruveiling during the day but loudpeals 
of laughter and shouts of applause. Much or this 
giiyety, however, must be affected, in order to 
gratify the ruling passion of the old chief for joke 
and froUc. Fjxaniples of this nature are uncom- 
monly rare. Professors of Mohammedanism affect, 
generally speaking, the Golemnity of the owl ; and^ 
though tliey understand no more of their faith than 
of the doctrines of Christianity, they. regard all 
natives of a different perBuasion with haughtiness 
and disdain. 

The old chief longed to-day lo give us a speci- 
men of his activity and the vigour whtcli he yet 
possessed ; and for this purpose, when the sun was 
going down, his singers, dancers, and musicians 
assembled ropnd our hut with a great concourse of 
people, who could not boast a proficiency in those 
refined atti^inments, but who came to witness the 
accomplishments of their aged leader. The old 
mim advanced proudly into the ring, with a firm 
step and h smiling countenance, and casting ijpon us 
a fflajice full of meaning, as if he would have said, 
" Now, white men, look at me, and you will be filled 
with admiration and wonder" — 

" He frisked bsncaih Ihe burden orjtve-tcoiD ;- 

and shaking his hoary locks, capered over the ground 
to the manifest delight of the bystanders, whose 
applauses, though confined, as they always a 



any longer without the aid of a crutch. With its 
assistance he hobbled on a little while, but his 
strength failed him, and he was constrained for the 
time to give over, and he sat himself down at our 
side on the threshold of the hut. He would not 
acknowledge his weakness to us for the world, but 
etideavoured to pant silently, and suppress loud 
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breathings that we might not hear him. How 
ridiculous yet how natural is this vanity ! He made 
other unavailing attempts to dance, and also made 
an attempt to sing, but nnture would not second his 
efforts, and his weak piping voice was scarcely 
audible. The singers, dancers, and musicians con- 
tinued their noisy mirtK till we were weary of 
looking at and listening to them, and as bedtime 
was drawing near, we desired them to depart, to the 
infinite regret of the frivolous but merry old chief. 
It is oxvr intention to continue our journey to- 
morrow, though the elders of the town have been 
remonstrating with us that it will be highly dan 
geroua to go by ourselves, and endeavouring to per- 
suade us with many words to alter this arrangement 
for our own sakes. They have promised to procure 
us a convoy of traders, if we would consent to wait 
three days longer, which would leave Egga at the 
end of tliat tiine to attend a famous market, called 
BocgvA. But the attentions of our venerable friend 
already begin to slacken, being too intently en- 
gaged in his favourite pursuits to think much of 
us or of our wants, more especially. since he haa 
received his present; and we cannot easily main- 
tain a quiet, equable temper, or keep up a flow of 
spirits for any length of time together, when we 
can get little or nothing to eat. We are therefore 
determined to go to-morrow at all risks, though we 
shall have no guide to accompany us ; we have 
t^onlidence in ourselves, and the mountains of the 
natives generally prove to be no bigger than mole- 
hilt^. The chief has been soliciting a charm of us, 
to prevent the Faiatahs from ever again invading 
his territory. The old man's allegiance to the King 
iif NouIRe appears to us to be merely nominal. 
When we sent word to the chief that we intended 
going to-morrow morning, he begged us to remain 
itt Egga a few days longer, and declared the banks 
lit the river to be inhabited by people who were 
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little better tlmn savages, and plundered every one 
thai came near tliem. He assured us that they 
were governed by no king and obeyed no laws, and 
thRt eacli town was at war with the others. I 
asked him if he would send a messenger with us, 
but he refused, saying, that the Falatah power and 
his own extended no farther down Ihe river; that 
Egga is the last town of Nouffie, and (hat none of 
his people traded below it. "If that is the case," 
I said, " it will be as safe for us to go to-morrow 
as any other day;" and with this determination 1 
left him. 

I then proceeded to give directions for our people 
to prepare themselves for starting, when, to my as- 
tonishment, Pascoe and the mulatto so often alluded 
to were the only two who agreed to goj the rest 
of them refused to a man, I then foimd out that 
the people of the town had been telling them stories 
about the danger of the river, and that Ihey would 
all certauily either be murdered or taken apd sold as 
slaves. Nor could all 1 said to Ihem change their 
determination. I talked to them half an hour, lell- 
ing them they were cowards, and that hiy brother's 
life and mine were as good as theirs; till at length, 
tired of them, apd seeing that I made no impression 
on them, I told them to go away from our sight, and 
that we could do without them. But now they de- 
manded their wages, or a book to enable them to 
receive them at Cape Coast Castle, to which they 
said they would return by the way they had come 
here. This I refused instantly to comply with, and 
added, that if they chose to leave us here, they 
should not receive a farthing ; but if they would go 
on with us down the river, they should be paid. 
They were indignant at this, and went directly to 
the chief to lay their case before him, and to induce 
him Co detain us. The old man, however, would not 
listen to them, but sent them nbout their business ; 
and it is not unlikely, rather than lose all their wages, 
that they will proceed with us. 
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My brother and 1 determined to satisfy the curi- 
osity of the people to-day, and we accordingly walked 
about outside our hiil for two hours.. The natives 
were much pleased at this, aud much order and re< 
gularity were preserved by two old mallams, to 
whom the duty had been assigned of removing those 
away who had seen us when any fresh ones arrived. 
It was the old chiefs particular wish that all his 
people should see lis, and they all conducted them- 
selves in a very becoming manner. We had pre- 
sented the chief with a pair of silver bracelets on 
our anival, on which llie arms of our gracious 
sovereign were engraved, and he wore them to-day 
vith evident satis^tion. These were no less ob- 
jects of curiosity to the people than they had been 
to the king, and hundreds of them came lo look at 
them ou his wrists, overjoyed at seeing their chief 
BO smart. They even came and thanked us for our 
kindness to the old man. 

The people of this town appear all very neatly 
dressed !»the population is one-half of the Moham- 
niedan religion, and the other the original pagan. 
The town is about four miles in length and two in 
breadth : the morass which surrounds it is full of croc- 
odiles. The streets are very narrow, and, like most 
places where there are large markets, are exceed- 
uigly filthy. The reason for building their houses 
so close together is, that the FaMtahs may not be 
able to ride through them so easily and destroy the 
people; it is said that they have been expecting an 
attack from these people a long time. The Portu- 
guese cloth which we observed here on our arrival 
is brought up the nver from a place called Cuttum- 
currafee, which has a celebrated market for Nouffle 
cloth's, trona, slaves, Nouffie knives, bridles, stirrups, 
brass ornaments, stained leather, and other things. 
The cloth is of a very indifferent manufacture. The 
large canoes lying here bring all the above articles 
&om the Rabba market. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

UepmTirc (Voin E-ja— A Sm-gnU otwrved— River Brenwj— Arrt 
Kacniidii—MnbaiRniudan ^hnolmuler— Nuiies^Tlie KIng'iBr 



prniurerrDinBoojui— Towimje Aiiasnd AbbaiEccB— Deianurtftrm 
Abbdacn— TbB TriTellecs Elo^Kd a DininggiH, 

Friday, Octaber SUd. — At half-past six this morn- 
ing our people set about loading the canoe aciroTdiiig 
to my expectations, but with a bad grace, and no- 
thing but sulky looks, grumbling, and fearful appre- 
hensions passed among them. They were, however, 
unwilling to lose their wages, which would certainly 
have been the case had they persisted in their refusal 
lo proceed, and they seemed to have no wish to 
remain at Egga. Having no one to look to for pro- 
tection, it is not improbable but that they would liave 
lieen mnde slaves immediately after our departure, 
so that tliey had made up their minds to accompany 
■us, although, when they took their paddles and we 
were fairly starting, they seemed to feel their silua- 
tiou more keenly tlian ever, and said that we wete 
goinff to take them to a country where they all 
would be murdered. We endeavoured as much as 

Kssible to pacify their fears, but were obliged to 
ve recourse to threats, and therefore said that we 
would throw them overboard if they were not quiet 
and worked the canoe properly. This and other threats 
to the same effect silenced them, and we were not 
sorry to see it, for we should have had a difficult 
matter to get others to fill their places had they 
persisted in leaving us. 

At seven o'clock, all being ready, we bade fare- 
well to tlie old chief, whose good humour had 



T, Gooylc 



120 BEPARXriiE FROM BBGA. 

afforded us so ameh nmuaetnent, alihou^li his 
wives had nearly suffocated us, and on leaving the 
landing-place of E^ga we fired off three muskets as a 
parting salute. Several of the principal it ihabitauts 
came hurrying down to the water-side to take their 
leave, to giV6 us their blessing, and wish tis a suc- 
cessful voyage. Our men at first paddled sluggishly, 
and the canoe went slowly through the water. It 
was nine before we reached the middle of the river. 
A little below Egga we passed two very beautiful 

II :„i — j_ ...i.._i. --p,.g covered with cultivation, 

a did not stop, but kept our' 
course oown me river. A few miles from the town 
we saw, with emotions of pleasure, a sea-gull, 
which flew over our heads ; thi^ was a most gratify- 
ing sight lo us. It reminded us forcibly of the ob- 
ject we had in view, and we fondly allowed it to 
confirm our hopes that we were drawing very near 
to our journey's end. We likewise beheld, for the 
first time, about half a dozen large white pelicans, 
which were saiLng gracefully on ihe water. 

It was a fine cheerful morning ; our spirits were 
buoyant, and ourheartslight, as we passed smoothly, 
swiftly, and pleasantly along. We had been infoi med 
at Egga that we should >;oon meet with canoes 
of very different construction fiom any which we 
Iiad before seen, and have to communicatp with 
various tribes and nations different m ><11 respeds 
from the people with whom we have heretofore 
maintained any intercourse. We were hkewisf 
cautioned to b" guarded m our conduct and demean- 
our, because those tribes are pronounced by the 
Noufanchie to be bloody, savage, and ferocious in 
iheirhabits and mamiers. We had also been advised 
to part with our strange -looking canoe, which might 
attract their curiosity and excite suspicion, and in 
consequence endanger our peraonal safety. After 
making every allowance for exaggeration, still we 
fancy ftiere issufBcienl truth in these reports to make 
us watchful and cautious, and to put us on our guard 
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The borders of the river during the morning were 
generally low and swampy: highland appeared be- 
yond Ihem, but at some distance from the water; 
and the intermediate spaces are occupied by exten- 
sive morasses. The current swept us into one with 
greut furee, because we happened to keep too near, 
nor were we able to extricate ourselves from this 
unpleasant situatioQ without infinite labour and diffi- 
culty, and much loss of time. The hills seen on the 
19ili now appear to lake the same direction as the 
river, which is here about south-east. The west side 
of the river is low, while a double range of hills 
border the eastern bank. These appear very fertile, 
and covered with verdure nearly to their summits. 
Jn the afternoon, both the banks of the Niger be- 
came more fertile, more pleasing, and more elevated. 
We saw, in the earlier part of the day, several small 
and wretched-looking villages, wliich lay nearly un- 
der water, and also very extensive plantations of 
rice, at an immense distance from any human habi- 
tation ; but the tops of these plants only were visible, 
and no cultivated land anywhere appeared. After- 
ward, however, the soil was more rich and grateful, 
and the country mure varied in its appearance. At 
eleven A. M. we passed a very large market-town 
on our left, situated at the foot of a high hill and 
very near the w ter's edge. The hill was inimedt- 
alely over it, and seemed ready.lo fall upon it every 
instant. We inquired the name of it among our 
people, but they Knew nothing of it, and our tinie 
was toil precious lo stop, although several canoes 
froni it pas!ied near us. We observed an immense 
number of canoes lying off it, built in the same man- 
nor as those ofihe Bonny and Calabar rivers. This is 
another symptom of communication with those pto- 
pie, tiud confirms our opinion that we are drawing 
neat the sea. A great many of them were moving 
to xnd fro on the river; some passed close to us, 
II.— K 
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and their crews gazed at us with astonishment, hul 
did not offer to interfere with us. It ia a source of 
annoyance that we have no means of conversmg 
with these people, and it may prove of serious in- 
convenience hereafter. 

For many miies we could see nothing but large, 
open, well-built villages on both banks of the river, 
but more especially on the eastern, and tracts of 
land covered with verdnre, or prepared for cultiva- 
tion, between them. Here Nature seems to have 
scattered her favours with an unsparing hand. Yet 
we touched at none of these goodly places, but con- 
tinued our journey till the sun began to decline, and 
the men to be fatigued, when we stopped at a small 
hamlet on an island, intending to sleep there. At 
first, the inhabitants mtfttrusted our intentions, and 
were alarmed at our appearance. They no sooner 
saw us than they raised the warcry, and every man 
and woman armed themselves with swords and dirks, 
bows and arrows, assuming a threatening and alarnu 
ins position. We called out lustily to them in the 
Haussa language, but they were unable to under- 
stand either our words or ^stures. Fortunately, in 
a few minutes a woman, who could converse a little 
in the Haussa tongue, came down to us at the water- 
side, and we informed her that we were friends and 
Christians, travelling down the river to our native 
country, and that it -was not our wish to make war 
with them. All this she repeated to those around 
her, and succeeded, but partially, however, in remov- 
ing their prejudices and suspicions. Had it not been 
for the timely arrival of this woman, we should cer- 
tainly have had a volley of arrows among us, for we 
vrore taken for FalJitahs at first, and we observed the 
woman persuading them to the contrary. Still the 
people could not. or rather would not, accommodate 
us with a lodging for the night, which was contrary 
to our expectations, though we soKcited them with 
much importunity to grant us this favour, andthougb 
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we assured them that the most homely, the most 
shattered hut would answer our purpose, for we 
cared not for matters of such triSIng consequence. 
They were all deaf to our entreaties ; but fearing 
that we could enforce our request, they did all Ihey 
could to induco us to proceed onwards a little fartlier, 
when we should arrive at a city of cQnsiderable im- 
portance, called Kacunda, at which place we recol- 
lected that the people of Eg'ga had strongly advised 
us to stay. They also told us, that at Kacunda we 
should get plenty of provisions, and receive much 
attention from the inhabitants; and also, that we 
should meet with people from Funda who under- 
stood the Haussa language. 

We therefore left the village, but were alnif-st im- 
mediately afterward hailed by them to come back 
again, and remain there for the night. Our men 
were glad of this, for they were tired, and they 
struggled hard to stem the current, but il 



we had no other resource, when the atleraptwas dis- 
covered to be impracticable, than to follow the ad- 
vice which had previously been given us by the vil- 
lagers, and we continued down the stream. 

Kacunda is situated on the western bank of the 
rivers and, at a little distance, it has an advantageous 
and uncommonly fine appearance. The onlv access 
to the town is by wiudmg channels that intersperse 
an unwholesome swamp, which is nearly two miles 
in breadth. It was evening when we arrived there. 
The people at first were alarmed at our appearance, 
but we were soon welcomed on shore by an old Mo- 
hammedan priest, who speedUy introduced us into 
an excellent and commodious hut, once the resi- 
dence of a prince, but now the domicile of a school- 
master. This old man had come from Cuttumcur- 
rafee He told us that he heard of two Christians 
Deing in Boi^oo, and supposed that we were them. 
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The room to which he took us is the largest we have 
ever seen, and is used by him for the purpose of in- 
structing the ehildren of Kacunda in the Mohamme- 
dan prayers. This old man seemed to take a great 
deal of interest in us, for seeing the people alarmed 
at our first appearance, he exerted himself in quiet- 
ing them, sayrag, that we were quite harmless, and 
took us immediately under his protection. He told 
us that a hut was preparing for us at a short distance 
in the town, but the weather being excessively hot 
and fatiguing, we preferred remaining where we were, 
thinking also, that any other we might be taken to 
would not be so large and airy as this. Therefore 
we requested hia permission to be allowed to slay 
with him, to which the old man readily assented. 

We are informed that the Chief of Kacunda re- 
sides a distance of four miles from where we are 
now, and near the market-place. The old mallam 
would not allow us to go and visit him, but promised 
to send a messenger for the chief's brother to come 
and see us to-morrow morning, an arrangement with 
which we were perfectly satisfied. About ten gal- 
lons of country beer were senttous, with some good 
Enunded com and stewed fowls, for o uppe and 
aving made a hearty meal, we retir d hank uUy to 

The river runs in a serpentine dire on be ween 
this place and Egga, varying between ou h and 
south-east; there are several island t, a of 

which are cultivated and inhabited. The u en s 
very rapid, and certainly runs at the rate of four or 
five miles an hour, if we may^udge from the diffi- 
culty with which we even paddled against it without 
making any progress towards the island after we had 
left it. Near this island, which lies nearer the north 
than the south bank of the river, the former is rathet 
low, but still well cultivated ; and below this, it con- 
tinues low as far as opposite to Kacunda. The south 
bank is rather higher. We are informed, that at the 
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icnvii we observed oil the left bank in the morning, a 
little below Egga, tlie dominion of the chiefs of ter- 
ritories is no longer acknowledged, but that at every 
other on the banks of the river below it, each town 
has its own chief. The NoulBe territory lerminaiea 
at Egga. 

Saturday, Oct. iZd. — Kacunda, properly speaking, 
consists of threii or four villages, all of them con- 
siderably large, but unconnected, though situated 
within a very short distance of each other. It is the 
capital of a state or kingaom of the same name, 
which is quite independent of Nouffie, or any other 
foreign power. Its government is despotic, and all 
power is invested with the chief, or king, who exer- 
cises it with lenity : in all cases of emergency, he 
never depends upon his own judgment entirely, but 
consults the opinion of the elders of the people. 
Kacunda maintains little intercourse with Nonffie, 
or any other considerable nation, but confines its 
trade almost exclusively to divers people inhabit- 
ing the banks of the Niger to the southward ; and 
slaves purchased here are said to fmd their wa^ to 
the sea. In their persons, the natives are chiefly 
tall, weil-formed, and n u ul Th o am ts 
are few; strings of red omel an ston (wh h s 
plentiful in Noutlie), cut n o son th ng 1 ke the 
shape of a heart, and wh h a e smoo h flat and 
highly polished, are what th y a m t f nd of 
weanng, and, in many a es tl e e tl only 
decoration. The onlyd tha h na w ar 
is a piece of cotton cloth ou d th lo s Th s s 
made by themselves, and is died of various colours, 
according to the taste of the owner. The women 
wear small earrings of silver, but use no paint, nor 
bedaub their persons with any sort of pigment. In 
the productions of the country there is nothing pe- 
culiar; and in the manufacture of cloth, &c., these 
people are greatly inferior to their neighbours. The 
NouRie language is not understood in Kacunda, not- 
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witJ\standing its proximity to that kingdom ; but, as 
in almost every place which we have visited, the 
Haussa tongue is spoken fluently by several indi 
vidiials. 

The chief excused himself from visiting us this 
morning, but sent his brother iu his slead, to assure- 
us of the pleasure he felt in our arrival, and that he 
welcomed us willi the utmost gratification. 

At 11 A. M. a !ar^ double-bank canoe, paddled 
by fourteen men, arrived ^t Kac«nda, and we shoitly 
found that the king's brother had come in her to see 
us. He was saluted, on landing, with a discharge 
from five old rusty muskets. A messenger was im- 
mediately despatched to us, announcing that he was 
ready to see us, and I sent word that I begged he 
would come. The brother came, attended by a long 
train of followers, and in the name of the chief he 
presented lis with a few goora-nuts, a goat, some 
yams, and an inmiense quantity of country beer. 
They were all dressed in the Mohamihedan costume, 
although pagans, and appeared very clean in lhei[ 
persons. Several gallons of ale were likewise sent 
us in huge calabtshes from the more wealthy part 
of the population of the town. Our meeting was 
very cordial, and we shook hands heartily with, and 
immediately explained to him our business. On see- 
ing the goat he had brought with him, 1 told him we 
were sorry he had brought so valuable a present, as 
we had nothing to give him in return which would 
be worth presenting to his brother ; that we had been 
so long in the country, all our presents were ex- 
pended before we arrived at Kacunda. I then took 
out a pair of silver bracelets, and begged he would 
present Ihem to his brother, and tell him the reason 
we could give him nothing better. He took them 
from me, but did not seem to be much interested 
about them, or to care at all for them. But looking 
round our room, he perceived several little things to 
which he took a fancy, and which, being of no value 
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whatever to us, were readily presented to him ; and 
it was satisfactory to see him much pleased with 

We had now become ^eat friends, and he com- 
menced giving us a dreadful account of the natives 
down the river, and would have ua not think of going 
among them, but return by the way we had come. 
He said tons, with much emphasis, "Ifyougodown 
the river you will surely fall into their hands luid ha 
murdered." — " Go we must," I said, "if we live or 
die by it, and that also to-morrow." I then asked 
him if he would send a messenger with us, for that 
he might ensure our safety, coming from so power- 
ful a person as the Chief of Kacunda. But he re- 
plied directly, " No, if I were to do such a thing, the 
Eeople at the next town would assuredly cut off his 
ead ; but," he added, " if you will not be persuaded 
by me to turn back, and save your lives, at least you 
must not leave this by daylight, but stop until the 
sun goes down, and you may then go on yonr jour- 
ney — you will then pass the most dangerous town 
in the middle of the night, and perhaps save your- 
selves." We asked him whether the people he 
spoke of had muskets or large canoes 1 To which 
he replied, " Yes ; in great numbers — they are very 
large and powerful, and no canoe can pass down the 
river in the d:iytime without being taken by them and 
plundered; and even at night, the canoes from here 
•ate obliged to go in large numbers, and keep close 
company with each other, to make a formidable aph 
pearance in case of their being seen by them." 

We had no reason whatever todoubt this informa* 
tion, and being well aware how little we could do if 
we should be attacked by these formidable fellows, 
we determined on going at night, according to the 
custom of the rest, and propose starting at half-past 
four to-morrow evening. 1 told the chief's brother 
of our intentions, at which he seemed quite aston- 
iehed ; and we have no doubt that this detexniined 
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conduct, which we have everywhere shown, and ap- 
parent defiance of all danger, in making light of the 
dreadful stories we have heard, has haa much influ- 
ence on the minds of the people, an<i no doubt in- 
spired them with a belief that we were supernatural 
beJDga, gifled with more than ordinary qualifications. 
Havmg communicated our intentions to our friend 
and given him all the little trilling things he wished for, 
he departed with the present for his brother the chief. 

The few things which we sent back to the chief, 
triflingas they were, gave him complete satisfaction: 
they were received by him in a much more gracious 
manner than we had anticipated. He besought us 
earnestly to write him a few charms — one of which 
is to ensure a continuance of peace and prosperity 
to the kingdom; another to prevent quarrels, abuses, 
and disturbances in the market-place; to obviate the 
shedding of human blood therein, which has recently 
been of frequent occurrence ; and to bring to the 
market a greater number of buyers and sellers, which 
would proportionably augment the amount of duty 
exacted from them. Another charm he wants of us 
is to possess the virtues of a panoply, for preserving 
all persons, while bathing, from tlie fangs of the 
crocodiles, which infest the adpining slough in great 
numbers, and which, it is said, have lately carried 
off and destroyed several children. Another charm 
he requires is, to have still more powerful properties, 
and cause a neighbouring rivulel, which has hereto- 
fore been dried up ill the summer season, to be filled 
with water, and flow all the year round. 

All ranks of people are firmly persuaded that we 
are necromancers, or at least that we are capable of 
jKrforming any miracle, and therefore they believe 
that the making of these charms is but a trifling effort 
compared with what we might do, were we to exert 
the whole of our power. An attempt to undeceive 
the ignorant, credulous, and deluded people we know 
would be unavailing and useless, and fear that it 
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would be dangt^roua ; therefore we dare not meddle 
with their superstitions or prejudices, but conform to 
their wishes, and let them enjoy their own opinions 
in peace. 

Several of the inhabitants have brought us little 
presents of goora-nuts. Chili and Cayenne pepper, a 
bit of fish, or any such trifle, in the expectation of 
receiving a hundred times their value in the shape 
•f charms. We have been pestered all day b^ a. 
young native, to get a charm from us to enable him 
to catch plenty of fish. The poor fellow followed 
us about like a child begging for a toy, and offered us 
a variety of little trifling things which he could 
afford, such as country beer, goora-nuls, &c, ; and 
we believe there was nothing he had that he would 
not have willingly given ns, so great was his faith in 
the power we had ot bestowing on him the means 
of enriching himself by catching fish. There was 
no getting rid of him without complying with his re- 
quest, so we gave him a small piece of paper on 
which something had been written, of no conse- 
quence whatever. The poor fellow no sooner got 
it, than he looked at it with much earnestness, and 
proceeded with great solemnity to fasten it to the 
end of his fishing-line. Having done this, he set off 
with great glee to go and fish, congratulating him- 
self, no doubt, on the multitude of fishes his charm 
would obtain him. 

It is painful to contemplate the melancholy igno- 
rance and superstition in which the minds of the na- 
tives are involved ; nor is this confined to Kacunda 
alone ; at Egga, and other traces up the river, they 
are equally as bad. Ready for the first impression, 
and easily imposed on, the minds of these poor crea- 
tures naturally receive as truth whatever is told 
them. Their faith in charms, and their credulity in 
the power of white men, is not to be wondered at. 
Tlie former they are taught by the Mohammedan 
mallams, and these again are equally as credulous 

II.— L 
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Eis the natives of the efficacy of »ny thing coming 
from us. 

The natives are successfut in their fishing' expe< 
dilions, and ^^eneraiiy use a line with a piece of iron 
fastened to the end of it, bent in the shape of a hook. 
They use a large worm as btut.and more frequently 
part of a tish. The line is made of a tough grasa 
neatly twisted. In these excursions they sometimea 
carelessly expose themselves to the attacks of the 
aliigalors, of which there are great numbers in the 
river, and the natives are frequently sufferers by 
them. In fetching water for use From the river at 
night, they often become a prey to them. They de- 
stroy the crocodile and eat its flesh, as well as that 
of the hippopotami, which are equally as numerous. 
The eggs of the former also they are very fond of. 

We have been visited by the chief of a neighbour- 
ing province, and an impostor, who represents him- 
self as son to Ederesa, the ex-king of Nouffie, both 
of whom, like their less presumptuous brethren, are 
disappointed in their hopes or receiving valuable 
presents, for we are daily diminishing the few things 
which are left, and must not be prodigal in giving 

As at Egga, we are here earnestly solicited by the 
niallams to stop two or three days, to give the mar- 
ket-people an opportunity of accompanying us to 
BocquS, every one warning us that we shall be ih 
jeopardy of our lives, unless we take this precau- 
tion. The manners of the people all along the banks 
of the Niger from hence they also represent to us 
as being in the highest degree dangerous. They are 
said to be public robbers, without laws or regula- 
tions of any kind ; that they live under no king, and 
acknowledge no human authority— in a word, that 
they are a community of ferocious outlaws. We 
hear nothing but stories about the inhabitants of Egga, 
who, when they attend the BoequS market for the 
purposes of trade, are obliged to sail in companies of 
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len or twelve canoes, for mutual encoiiragenieni and 
protection ; and that even then the merchants dare 
not travel in the daytime, but pass those places 
which are considered as dangerous in the darkness 
of night, when there is least fear of molestation : 
sucli stories, similar to that of the king's brother, are 
told us to prevent our proceeding. 

Well might the King of Yarriba hesitate on^end* 
ing either Captain Clapperton or ourselves to the 
banks of the Niger, when he knew that he had 
neither a single town so far to the eastward nor a 
smgle subject from Yioorie to the sea. Above 
Egga, aa far as Wowow, the western bank of the 
river, which he boasts as being in his dominions, is 
thickly inhabited solely by Noufanchie; and below 
that town they are peopled by strange and distinct 
tribes, who have never nevd his name, nor an echo 
of his glory and power ! We observe here, for the 
first time, that the natives have a custom of marking 
themselves, so that their tribe may be known from 
the rest. The distinguishing mark of the peopli 
Kacunda is three cuts down the face from the t 
pie to the chin, which gives them an odd appearance. 
They are a mild, harmless, and inofTensive race of 
people, and very induslrious. Their huts are tlte 
largest and cleanest we have seen in the whole 
country. Our old friend the schoolmaster informs 
us that we shall very soon pass the Tshadda river, as 
it is only a day's journey distant from here down the 
river. He was a very communicative old man, and 
informed me that the city of Funda is not on the 
banks uf the Quorra, but situated a distance of three 
days' journey up the Tshadda. According to hia 
report, the Tshadda is a large river, nearly as much 
so as the Quorra. Canoes, he said, frequently go 
up the Tshadda to Bornou, and that it was only fif- 
teen days' journey from hence to that place by the 
Tshadda. The countries of Jacoba and Adamowa, 
be said, are at peace with Bornou, and the eommu* 
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iiication open from both fhose places by waler a> 
well as land. The pa^n countries, it appears, are 
all greatly alarmed liy the expectation of an attack 
from the FalSlalis when Ihe dry Season arriiJeB. 
The Tshadda, he said, was very safe, and ninch fre- 
quented by canoes. A town called Cnttumcurrafee, 
which has been before alluded to, he informed ua 
was seated at the junction of the Tshadda with the 
Quorra. 

Sunday^ Oct. B4(*.— The children of the more 
respectable ii.habitants of Egga are placed at a very 
early age under the tuition of our friendly host the 
schoolmaster, who teaclies them a few Mohammedan 
prjyers ; all, indeed, with which he himself may he 
acquainted in the Arabic tongue. lr> this consists 
the whole of their education. The boys are dili- 
gent in their exercises, and arise every morning be- 
tween midnight and sunrise, and are studiously em- 
ployed by lamplight in copying their prayers, after 
which they read them to the master one after iin- 
other, beginning with the eldest. This is repeated 
in a shrill, bawling tone, so loud as to be heard at 
<.he distance of half a mile at least, which is be- 
lieved to be a criterion of excellence by the parents i 
and he who has the strongest lungs and clearest 
voice is of course considered as the best scholar, 
and caressed accordingly. The Mohammedans, 
though excessively vain of their attainments, and 
proud of their learning and intellectual superiority 
over their companions, are nevertheless conscious 
of the vast pre-eminence of white men over ihem- 
selves, for they have heard many marvelloas stories 
of Europeans, and their fame has been proclaimed 
with a trumpet-voice among all people and nations 
of the interior, insomuch that they are placed on an 
equality with supernatural beings. 'As an illustra- 
lion of this, a priest, himself a writer of charms, 
made a pressing application to-day for an amulet 
from us, which he begged might possess properties 
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so extraordinary anil amazing as to be the wonder 
of the whole country ; and so lirmly persuaded van 
he ihat it was in our power, and ours only, to grant 
thiij request, that we could not induce mni by any 
means to forego his upplication. He gave us a large 
pot of beer, and would not leave our hut until he had 
enacted a promise that we would give him the paper 
which he liad craved so piteously. We have like- 
wise been perplexed with other demands of a similai 
nature, ana the tearful importunities of the poor ap- 
plicants has troubled us exceedingly. In all obsti- 
nate cases of this' nature, we have found it expe- 
dient to follow the example of Mr, Park, which is, 
to give the superstitious people acopy of the Lord'i 
Prayer, which, at least, can produce no mischievous 
effects. 

The t-hiefs brother paid us a visil again this morn- 
ing, and urged us by every argument which he could 
think of to defer our departure, for our own sakes, 
for two or three days, that canoes might be got 
ready to accompany us on our voyage; and he en- 
deavoured again to impress on our minds the danger 
which we should inevitably incur if we were de- 
terinined to go alone. Yet, it was apparent to us, 
after all that he had said, that covetousness was his 
predominant feeling, and therefore we paid little at- 
tention to his remarks, further than that we con- 
sented to wait till the afternoon for a man to ac- 
company us in capacity of messenger to the so- 
much-talked-of Bocqua market, where, it is asserted, 
we shall be perfectly safe ; and beyond which place 
the people are represented as being less rapacious, 
so that wc shall have little to fear from them. 

The description which the chiefs brother haia 
given us of the people residing a day's journey from 
hence is too shocking to describe. To use a very 
common and familiar expression, " What every on» 
says must he true," and we begin to give credence 
o the rumours so often repeated of the fierceneaa 
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and cruelty of this race of hiiman beings which oc- 
cupy both sides of the Niger; between Kacundaand 
BocguS, though we make every allowance for ex- 
agger Jlion, because the natives are fond of the mar- 
vellous, and are apt to magnify the most Irifliiig cir- 
cumstances into incidents of the last importance. 

As the ademoon came on, we inquired in vain for 
the promised guide; and when we found that the 
chief, or rather his brother, felt no disposition what- 
ever to redeem his pledge, we made immediate prep- 
arations to leave the town, to the manifest disap- 
pointment of the latter, who made a very dolorous 
lament, and did all in his power, except employing 
actual force, to induce us to change our resolution. 

At three in the afternocm, we offered up a prayer 
to the Almighty Disposer of ali human events for 
protection on our future voyage, that he would deign 
to extend to us his all-saving power among the law- 
less barbarians it was our lot to be obliged to pass. 
Having dolie this, we nest ordered Pascoe and our 
people to commence loading the canoe. I shall 
never forget them, poor fellows ; they were all in 
tears, and trembled with fear. One of them, named 
Antonio, a native of Bonny, and son to the late 
chief of that river, who had joined ua from his ma- 
jesty's brig the Clinker, with the consent of Lieu- 
tenant Matson, her commander, wa^ as much af- 
fected as the rest, but on a different account. For 
himself, he said that he did not care; his own life 
was of no consequence. Ail he feared was, that 
my orother and I should be murdered; he loved us 
dearly : he had been with us ever since we had left 
the sea, and it would be as bad as dying himself to 
see us killed. 

At half-past four in the afternoon, in pursuance 
of our plan, we bade adieu to the kind inhabitants 
of Kacunda, and every thing having been conveyed 
to the canoe, and our men in their places, we em- 
barked and pushed off the shore in sight of multi- 
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tndes of people. We worked our way with incredi- 
ble difficulty through the morass, before we were 
enabled lo get into the body of the stream. The 
poor natives gazed at 113 with astonishment, and fol- 
lowed us with Iheir eyes as long as they could, no 
doubt expecting that we should never be seen or 
heard of more. 

We were now fairly off, and prepared ourselves 
for the worst. " Now," said I, " my boys," as our 
canoe glided down with the stream, " let us all stick 
together, I hope that we have none among us who 
will flinch, come what may." Antonio and Sam 
said they were determined to slick to us to the last. 
The former I have before alluded to ; the latter is a 
native of Sierra Leone, and J believe them both to 
be firm fellovirs when required. Old Pascoe and 
Jowdie, two of my former people, I knew could be 
depended on; but the new ones, although they 
boasted much when they found that there was no 
avoiding it, I had not much dependence on, as I had 
not had an opportunity of trying them. We di- 
rected the four muskets and two pistols to he loaded 
with ball and slugs, determined that our opponents, 
whoever they might be, should meet with a warm 
receptions and having made every preparation for 
our defence which we thought would be availing, 
and encouraging our little band to behave themselves 
gallantly, we gave three hearty cheers, and com- 
mended ourselves to Providence, 

Our little vessel moved on in grand style under 
the vigorous and animated exertions of our men. 
There were no tears now, and 1 thought, as they 
propelled her along with more than their usual 
strength, that they felt they were a match for any 
canoe that would dare to attack us. Shortly aftei 
leaving Kacunda, the river took a turn due south, be- 
tween tolerably high hills ; the strength of the cur- 
rent continued much about the same. A few miles 
farther on, we observed a branch of the Niger, 
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tion b t a n 1 t whether tliis was only a 
c k o b h of the river; the banks of it 
we e o d w th pain t ees, and little hills were 
a t d o e the n We found ourselves opposite 
a large, spreadmg town, from which issued a. great 
and confused noise, as of a multitude quarrelling, or 
as the waves of the sea rolling upon a rocky beach ( 
we saw also other towns on the western bank of 
the river, but we cautiously avoided them all. The 
evening was calm and serene, the heat of the day 
was over, the moon and stars now afforded us an 
agreeable light, every thing was still and pleasant; 
we glided smoothly and silently down the stream, 
and for a long while we saw little to excite our feara, 
and heard nothing but a gentle rustling of the leaves, 
occasioned by the wind, the noise of our paddles, or 
now and then the plashing of tishes, as they leaped 
Out of the water. 

About midnight we observed lights from a village, 
to which we were very close, and heard people 
dancing, singing, and laughing in the moonshine 
outside their huts. We made haste over to the op- 
posite side to get away, for fear of alurking danger, 
and we fancied that a light was following us, but it 
was only a " will o' the wisp," or some such thin;;, 
and trees soon hid it from our sight. After the 
moon had gone down, it became rather cloudy, so 
'that we could not discern the way as plainly as we 
could have wished, and the consequence was, that 
we were suddenly drifted by tlie current into an 
eddy, and, in spite of all our exertions to get out of 
it, we swept over into a small, shallow channel 
which bad been formed by the overflowing of the 
river, and it cost two hours' hard labour to get into 
the main stream again. The course of the rive* 
was turned to the south-east hy a range of very high 
hills. We also passed a great number of islands. 

Monday, Oct. 36;ft.— Al one A. M. the direction 
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of the river changed to south-south-west, running 
belween immensely high hills. At five o'clock this 
morning, we found ourselves nearly opposite a very 
considerable river, entering the Niger from the east- 
ward; it appeared to be three or four miles wide at 
its mouth, and on the bank we saw a large town, 
one part of which faced the river, and the other the 
Quorra, We at first supposed it til be an arm of 
that river, and running from us ; and therefore di- 
rected our course for it. We proceeded up it a short 
distance, but finding the current agahist us, and that 
it increased as we got' within its entrance, and our 
people being tired, we were compelled to give up 
the attempt, and were easily swept back inio the 
Niger. CoDsei^uently we passed on, but determined 
on making inqnu-ies concerning it the first conven- 
ient opportunity. But we conclude this to be the 
Tshadda, and the large town we have alluded to to 
be Cuttumcurrafee, the same which had been men- 
tioned to us by the old raaltam. At all events, we 
had satisfied ourselves it was not a branch of the 
Niger. The banks on both sides, as far as we could 
see up it, were very high, and appeared verdant and 

The morning was duU and cloudy ; yet, as soon 
as the sun had partially dispersed the mists which 
himg over the valleys and upon the Utile hills, we 
could distinguish irregular mountains jutting up al- 
most close to the water's edge, whose height wo. 
were prevented even from guessing at; because 
their summits were involved in clouds, or inwrapped 
in vapours, which yet lingered about their sides. A 
double ras^ of elevatedhills appeared beyond them 
on the south-east side ; and on the north-west side 
a chain of lesser hills extended as far as the eye 
could discern. They appeared very steril. Those 
cm the north-west were formed of clumps, very 
much resembling the shaue of those we had seen in 
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Yairiba, wh h a h caHed the Kong moun- 
tains. 

At seven 1 k tl N er seemed free of islands 
and clear f n both sides, and its banks 

were well w d d nd n ch higher than we had 
observed h n f 1 „ time previously ; never- 
theless, it ran over a rocky bottom, which caused its 
surface to ripple exceedingly. Just about the same 
houv, one of the canoes, which we were told of as 
of different make to our own, passed us. Tn sh^e, 
it much resembled a common butcher's tray, ana it 
was furnished with seats like those used on various 
parts of the seacoast. It was paddled by eight or 



the middle of the canoe. The motion of their pad- 
dles was regulated by a jjeculiar hissing noise which 
they made at intervals with their mouth ; and it was 
pleasing to observe the celerity with which this little 
vessel was impelled against the stream. In the 
early part of the morning, after daylight, we passed a 
great many villages. The banks of the river were 
ornamented with palm.trees, and much cultivated 
ground, which extended to the foot of the moun- 
tains, and among Che avenues formed between them. 
At 10 A. M. we passed a huge and naked white 
rock, in the form of a perfect dome, arising from 
the centre of the river. It was about twenty feel 
hiab, and covered with an immense- quantity of 
white birds, in consequence of which we named it 
the Bird Bock ; it is about three or four miles 
distant from Bocqua, on the same side of the river. 
It is safest to pass it on the south-east side, on 
which side is also the proper channel of the river, 
about three miles in width. We passed it on the 
western side, and were very nearly lost in a whirl- 
pool. It was with the utmost difficulty we pre- 
served the canoe from being carried away, and 
dashed against the rocks. Fortunately, I saw the 
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danger at first, and, finding we could not get clear 
of it, my brother and I took a paddle, and animating 
our men, we exerted all our strengtij, and succeeded 
in preventing her from tnrning round. The dis- 
tance of this rock from the nearest bank is about a 
quarter of a mile, and the current was running with 
the yelocity of six miles an hour, according to our 
estimation. Had our canoe become unmanageable, 
we should inevitably have perished. Shortly after, 
seeing a convenient place for landing, the men being 
languid and weary with hunger and exertion, we 
halted on the right bank of the river, which we ima- 
gined was most convenient for our purpose. The 
course of the river this morning was south-south- 
west, and its width varied as usual from two to five 
or six miles. The angry and scowling appearance 
of the firmament forewarned uh of a heavy shower, 
or aomethijig worse, which induced us hastily to 
erect an awning of mats under a palm-tree's shade. 
As soon as we had leisure to look around us, though 
no habitation could anywhere be seen, yet it was 
evident the spot had been visited, and that very 
recently, by numbers of people. We discovered 
the remains of several extinct fires, with broken 
calabashes and pieces of earthen vessels, which 
were si^attered around ; and our men likewise picked 
up a quantity of cocoanut-shells, and three or four 
slaves of a powder-barrel. These discoveries, tri- 
fling as they were, filled us with pleasant and hope- 
ful sensations ; and we felt assured, from the cir- 
cumstance of a barrel of powder having found its 
way hither, that the natives in the neighbourhood 
maintained some kind of intercourse with Euro- 
peans from the sea. 

The spot, for a hundred yards, was cleared of 
grass, underwood, and vegetation of all kinds ; and, 
on a further observation, we came to the conclusion 
thai a market or fair was periodically held thereon. 
Very shortly alteTWud, as three of our men were 
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stragcling about in the bush, searching for firewoo 1 
a village suddmily opened before them : this did n it 
excite their astonishment, and they entered one uf 
the huts which was nearest them to procure a Utile 
fire. However, it happened to contain only women ; 
but these were terrified beyond measure at the sud- 
den and abrupt entrance of stPinge-looking men, 
whose language they did not know, and whose 
business they could not understand, and they all ran 
out in a fright into the woods, to warn their male 
relatiTes of them, who were labouring at their usual 
occupation of husbandry. Meanwhile, our men had 
very composedly taken some burning embers from 
the fire, and-retumed to us in a few minutes, with 
the brief allusion to the circumstance of having dis- 
covered a village. They told us also that they had 
seen cultivated land, and that these women had ruji 
away from them as soon as they saw ^em. This 
we thought lightly of; but rejoiced that they had 
seen the village, and immediately sent Pascoe, 
Abraham, and Jowdie, in company, to obtain some 
fire, and to purchase a few yams for us. In about 
ten minutes after, they returned in haste, telling us 
that they had been to the village, and had asked for 
some fire, but that the people did not understand 
them, and instead of attending to their wishes, they 
looked terrified, and had suddenly dis^peared. In 
consequence of their threatening attitudes, our peo- 
ple- had left the village, and rejoined us with all the 
haste they could. We did not, however, Ihlnk that 
tl^ey would attack us, and we proceeded to make 
our fires, and then laid ourselves down. 

Totally unconscious of danger, we were reclining 
on our mats, — for we too, like our people, were 
wearied with toil, and overcome with drowsiness, 
— when in about twenty minutes afier our men had 
returned, one of them shouted, with a loud voice, 
"War is coming! O, war is coming!" and ran 
towards us with a scream of terror, telling us that 
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the natives wene hastening to attack «s. We started 
3p at this unusual exclamation, and, Jonking about 
u»>, we beheld a lar^e party of men, almost naked, 
running in a very irregular manner, and with un- 
couth gestures, towards our little encampment. 
They were all variously armed with muskets, bows 
and arrows, knives, cutlasses, barbs, long spears, 
and other instniments of destruction; and, as we 
gazed upon this band of wild men, with their fero- 
cious looks and hostile appearance, which was not 
a little heiglitened on observing the weapons in their 
hands, we felt a very uneasy kind of sensation, and 
wished ourselves safe out of their hands. To per- 
sons peaceably inclined, like ourselves, and who 
had done them no harm, we could look on their 
preparations with calmness ; but as it is impossible to 
foresee to what extremities such encounters might 
lead, we waited the result with the most painful 
anxiety. 

Our parly was much scattered, but fortunately 
we could see them uoniing to us at some- distance, 
and we had tinie to collect our men. We resolved, 
however, to prevent bloodshed if possible, — our 
numbers were too few to leave us a chance of escap- 
ing by any other way. The natives were approach- 
nig us fast, and bad by this time arrived almost 
close to our jjalm-tree. Not a moment was to be 
lost. We desired Paacoe and all our people to fol- 
low behind us at a short distance, with the loaded 
muskets and pistols ; and we enjoined them strictly 
not to fire, unless they first fired at us. One of the 
natives, who proved to be the chief, we perceived a 
little in advance of his companions; and, throwing 
down our pistols, which we had snatched up in the 
first moment of surprise, my brother and I walked 
very composedly and unarmed towards him. As 
we approached him, we made all the signs and 
motions we could with our arms, to deter him and 
his people from firing on ns. His quiver was dan- 
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gling lit his side, his bow was bent, and an arrow, 
which was pointed ai our breasts, already trembled 
on the string, when we were within a few yards of 
his person. This was a highly critical moment — 
the next might be our last. But the hand uf Provi- 
dence averted the blow; for just as the chief was 
about to pull the fatal cord, a man that was neares', 
him rushed forward, and staid his arm. At that 
instant we stood before him, and immediately held 
forth our hands ; all of them trembled Uke aspen 
leaves ; the chief looked up full in our faces, kneel 
ing on the ground — light seemed to flash from his 
dark, rolling eyes — his body was convulsed all over, 
as though he were enduring tha utmost torture, and 
with a timorous, yet undefiuabie expression of coun- 
tenance, in which ail the passions of our nature were 
strangely blended, he drooped his head, eagerly 
grasped our proifered hands, and burst into tears. 
TTiis was a sifin of friendship — harmony followed, 
and war and bloodshed were thought of no more. 
Peace and friendship now reigned among us; and 
the first thing that we did was to lift the old chief 
from the ground, and to convey him to our encamp- 
ment. The behaviour of our men afforded us no 
little amusement, now that the danger was past. 
We had now had a fair trial of their courage, an-J 
should know who to trust on a future occasion. 
Pascoe was firm to his post, and stood stilt wiih his 
musket pointed at the chiePs breast during the 
whole time. He is a brave fellow, and said to us, 
as we passed him to our encampment with the old 
man, " If the i!ac& rascals had fired at either of you, 
I should have brought the old chief down like a 
Guinea-fowl." It was impossible to avoid smiling 
at the fellow's honesty, although we were on the 
beat of terms with the old chief, — and we have little 
doubt that he would have been as good as his word. 
As for our two brave fellows, Sair. and Antonio. 
&ey took to their heels, and scampered off as fast 
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as Xhny could directly they saw the natires ap- 
proaching us ovei the long jrriiss, nor did they make 
their appearance again until the chief and all his 
people were sitting round us; and even when they 
did return, they were so frightened, they could not 
speak for some time. 

All the armed TiLlagers had now gathered round 
their leader, and anxiously watched his looks and 
gestures. The result of the meeting delighted them 
— every eye sparkled with pleasure — they uttered 
a. shout of joy — they thrust their bloodless arrows 
into their quivers — they ran about as though they 
were possessed of evil spirits — they twanged their 
bowstrings, fired oiT their muskets, shook their 
spears, clattered their quivers, danced, put their 
bodies into all manner of ridiculous positions, 
laughed, cried, and sung in rapid succession — they 
were like a troop of maniacs. Never was spec- 
tattle more wild and terrific. When this sally of 
passion to which they had worked themselves had 
subsided into calmer aud more reasonable beha- 
viour, we presented each of the war-men with a 
quantity of needles, as a further token of our friendly 
intentions. The chief sat himself down on the turf, 
with one of us ou each side of liim, while the men 
were leaning on their weapons un hiaright and left. 
At first no one could understand us ; but an old 
man made his appearance shortly after, who under- 
stood the Hiusaa language. Him the chief om- 
ployed as an interpreter, and every one listened 
with anxiety to the following explanation which he 
gave us :— 

■' A few minutes after you first landed, one of my 
people came to me, and said that a number of 
strange people had arrived at the market-place. I 
sent him back again to get as near to yon as he 
oonld, to hear what you intended doing. He soon 
after retrmed to me, and said that you spoke in a 
language which he could not understand. Not 
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doubting that it was your intention to attack my 
village at nig;ht, and carry off my peopk, I desired 
them to get ready to light. We were all prepared 
and eager to kilt you, and came doivn breathing 
vengeance and slaughter, supposing that you were 
my enemies, and had landed from the opposite side 
of the river. But when you came to meet as un- 
arnied, and we saw your white faces, we were all 
so frightened that we could not pull our bows, nor 
move hand or foot ; and when you drew near me, 
and extended your hands towards me, 1 felt my 
heart faint within me, and believed that you were 
' Children of Heaven,' and had dropped from the 
skies." Such was the effect we had produced on 
him ; and under this impression he knew not what 
he did. " And now," said he, " white men, all I 
want is your forgiveness." — "That you shall have 
most heartily," we said, as we shook hands with the 
old chief; and having taken care to assure him we 
had not come from so good a place as he had ima- 
gined, we congratulated ourselves, as well as him, 
that this affair had ended so happily. For our 
own parts, we had reason to feel the most unspeak- 
able pleasure at its favourable termination j and we 
offered up internally to our mejciful Creator a 
prayer of thanksgiving and praise, for his provi- 
dential interference in our behalf; for the Almighty 
has indeed, to use the words of the Psalmist of 
Israel, " delivered our soul from death, and our feel 
from falling; and preserved us from any terror by 
night, and from the arrow that flieth by day ; from 
the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and from 
the sickness that destroyeth at noonday." We 
were grateful to find that our blood had not been 
shed, and (hat we had been prevented from spilling 
the blood of others, which we imagined we should 
have heen constrained to do from irremediable neces- 
sity. Our guns were all double-loaded with balls 
and elugs, our men were ready to present them. 
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and a single arrow from a bow would have been the 
signal for immediate destruction. It was a narrow 
escape ; and God grant we may never be so near a 
a cruel death again. It was happy for us that our 
white faces "and calm behaviour produced the effect 
it did on these people. In another minute our 
bodies would have been as full of arrows as a por- 
cupine's is full of quiDs. 

The old chief returned lo the village, followed by 
his people, whom he addressed by the way from an 
ant-hill, on which he mounted himself. He put him- 
self into a great variety of attitudes, and delivered 
Ihem a speech which lasted mote than half an hour, 
Whether this was relating to ourselves or not we 
could not ascertain; but it seemed more than prob- 
aide. They came back to us again in the afternoon, 
bringing witli them a large quantity of yams and 
goora-nuts as a present, and invited us with urgent 
importunity to sleep in their huts for the night, 
promising to treat us as well as their circijmstauces 
would permit. We thanked them for their kind- 
ness, but for many reasons we did not embrace their 
offer. However, it seemed as though this refusal 
on our parts caused them to be mistrustful of our 
intentions; for the villagers were discharging their 
muskets from sunset till nearly eleven o'clock at 
night, when the chief paid u^ a third visit, and 
brought with him eight thousand nowries, and a 
kirge heap of yams, which he laid al our feet. Poor 
fellow! his countenance beamed with joy on dis- 
covering that we were reaily his friends. At length 
he was mduced lo place confidence in us; and as he 
wished us good-night he seemed well pleased with 
llie tranquil appearance of things, and went away. 

In the course of our conversation with the chief, 
when alt his villagers were assemblud around us, 
we pointed to their guns, and the bits of red cloth 
they had with them, and made Ihem understand that 
they all came from our country, at which their ad- 
U,— M 
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n and wonder was much increased. The old 
man who had performed the part of our interpreter 
so admirably is an old Funda mallam. He under- 
stood the HausRa language perfectly, and told us he 
had come here from Funda to attend thb market 
which was held here every nine days. He informed 
us that many people came from the seacoast with 
goods from the white men to purchase slaves, a 
great number of whom, he said, came from his 
(country- He told ns that this place is the famous 
Bocqua market-place, of which we had he^rd so 
great talk, and that the opposite bank of the river 
belonged to the Funda country. We now asked the 
old mallam the distance from this place to the f.ea, 
and he told us about ten days' journey. We then 
pointed out the hills on the opposite side of the 
river, and asked him where they led tol "The 
sea," was his answer. " And where do they lead 
to 1" we inquired, pointing to those on the same 
bank of the river as ourselves. He answered, they 
run a loiig way into a country we do not know. 
We then asked him if he had ever heard of a coun- 
try called Eyeo or Yarribal To which he replied, 
he had never heard of any country of either of those 
names. Our next concern was about the safety of 
the river navigation ; and we anxiously inquired his 
opinion of it lower down, and whether there were 
any rocks or dangerous places? As to the river 
navigation, he satisfied us by saying he knew of no 
dangers, nor had he ever heard of any j but the peo- 

Ele on the banks, he said, were very bad. We askecl 
im if he thought the chief would send a messenger 
with us if we were to request him, even one day's 
journey from this place 1 Without the least hesita- 
lion he answered us— " No ; the people of this coun- 
try can go no further down the river; if they do, 
and are caught, they will lose their heads. Every 
town that I know of on the banks of the river is at 
war with its neighbour, and all the rest likewise." 
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We asked him'then, how far Bornou whs from Fun- 
da 1 To which he replied, " Fifteen days' journey." 
We were also anxious to know the character of the 
people on the borders of the" Tshadda; and he in- 
formed us they were all good people, nearly all 
Mussulmans. There was one bad place to pass, he 
said, which was Yamyam. Here our conversation 
was interrupted by the old chief, who wished to re- 
turn to the village, and the mallam was obliged to 
accompany him. He was a fine, respectable old 
man, and answered all our questions with a readiness 
which evinced the superiority of his class. 

We offered up a prayer to the Almighty for hia 
signal protection during this eventful day, and retired 

Tuesday, October S6(A.— When I awoke in the 
morning, the first person I saw was our trusty old 
man, Pascoe, very busy roasting yams for our break- 
fast. This man has been a most valuable servant to 
us, and is the only stanch fellow among all our 
people. In spife of a good deal of rain that had 
fallen in the night, we got up much refreshed this 
morning; for our mat awnmg, although rather a 
frail covering, had excluded the rain and kept usiol- 
erably dry. Early in the morning the chief of the 
Village, the old man that acted as interpreter, and a 
number of men and women visited our encampment, 
and behaved themselves in the most becoming and 
friendly manner. Not satisfied with what they had 
given us yesterday, the villagers offered us another 
large heap of yams, which, however, we refused to 
accept without making a suitable recompense. We 
accordingly gave them some beads in exchange 
for them, although 1 believe they would have been 
rontented had we possessed nothing to offer them 

We now learned from the interpreter that buyers 
and sellers attend this market, not only from places 
adjacent, bul also from remote towns and villages. 
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both above and below, and on each bank of tlie 
Niger, A small tribute is exacted by the chief from 
every one that offers articles for sale at the market, 
and in this consists the whole of his revenues. All 
the Tillagers that came out against us yesterday are 
his slaves. We were likewise informed that direclly 
opposite, on the eastern bank, is the common path 
to the city of Funda, which is indeed, as we had been 
told at Fofo, situated three days' journey tip the 
Tshadda from the Niger; that the large river which 
we observed yesterday falling into the Niger from 
the eastward is the celebrated Shar, Shary, or Sharry, 
of travellers, or, which is more proper than either, 
the Tshadda, as it is universally called throughout 
the country. The interpreter said further that the 
smaller stream which we passed on the 19th, llow- 
ingfrom the same direction, is the " Coodoonia." 

The chief assured us tfcit we had nothing to fear, 
having passed all those places from which we might 
have expected danger and molestation, during the 
night. However, he cautioned us to avoid, if possi- 
We, a very considerable town lying on the easl«ni 
bank, which we should pass in the afternoon, the 
governor of which, he affirmed, would detain us a. 
considerable time in his territories, though he might 
treat us well. A little way below Bocqui, he said, 
oi! the left border of the river, resides a powerful 
king, sovereign of a fine country called Atta, who 
would force us to visit him, if by any means he 
were to be forewarned of our approach. He said 
that he did not think he would do us any injury, but 
that tlie chief was a very extraordinary man, and if 
he had us in his power would detain us longer than 
we wished. Perhaps he might keep us (n his town 
two or three months, but he would at least detain 
US till all his people had satisfied their curiosity, and 
then he might allow us to depart. As the chief of 
Bocqua w^ decidedly of opinion that it would be 
in the power of this prince to render us the most 
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essential service if he were our friead, we ti^i] lasted 
of him a yiide and messenger to accompaii)- us to 
Attn, and mtrodui:e us to the king; but lie answered 
without hesitation, that a. man from him would be 
captured and slain the moment he should make his 
appearance thera, but for what reason we are left to 
conjecture. This did not argue, however, very fa- 
vourably as to the clemency or merciful disposition 
of the monarch of Atta, and therefore we resolved 
to keep nnt of his reach by running: along close to 
the shore on the opposite side of the water. The 
chief concluded by observing that in seven days we 
should reach the sea, a piece of intelligence with 
which we were not a little pleased. The old inter- 
preter had told ua that we should get there in ten 
days ; therefore we cannot be far from it. 

The females of Bocqua are good-looking and very 
neat in their persona. The men have not the cus- 
tom, as at Kacunda, of cutting marks on the face or 
on any part of the body. Havingfiniahed our usual 
scanty breakfast of a roasted yam and some water 
from the river, we commenced loading our canoe 
and preparing for our day's journey. We had now 
passed the worst place on the river, which is belwpen 
this and Kacunda, and there was no further neces- 
sity for travelling by night. This we by no means 
regret; for although we are exposed to the heat of 
the sun by day, yet there are dangers in the river in 
consequence of the water being so high, which are 
more easily avoided by daylight than in the dai'k. 
It is not easy to keep clear of eddies, and when in- 
fluenced by them our canoe is swept out of the main 
streani of the river, and it is with difficulty we re- 
gam our course. The canoe being all ready, we 
shook hands cordially with our friend the chief, and 
the principal mate and female villagers, and a few 
minutes after seven fired a salute of two or three 
muskets, gave three cheers, and departed from Boo- 
i^ua- We soon passed their little town, which had 
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a neat appearance, and was fortiiieii by a strons 
wooden fence. 

Both banks of the river still continued hiUy and 
were fringed with primeval woods, which were bend- 
ing over the water. At eleven, A. M., we were 
oppoMte a town, which, from the description that 
iMd been given of it, we supposed to be Atta. It is 
situated close to the water's edge on the south-east 
bank of the river, in an elevated sttuation, and on a 
fine green sward; its appearance was unsneakably 
beautiful. The town is clean, of prodigious extent, 
and ornamented with verdant shrubs and tall goodly 
trees. A few canoes were lying at the foot of the 
town, but we escaped observation, and passed on 
near the opposite shore. Afterward the margin of 
the river became more thickly wooded, and more 
umbrageous than before ; and for upwards of thirty 
miles not a town or a village, or even a single hut, 
could anywhere be seen. The whole of this dis- 
tance our canoe passed smoothly along the Niger, 
and every thing was silent and solitary; no sound 
could be distinguished save our own voices and the 
plashing of the paddles with their echoes; the song 
of birds was not heard, nor could any animal what- 
ever be seen ; the banks seemed to be entirely de- 
serted, and the magnificent Niger to be slumbering in 
its own grandeur. 

From Bocqu^ the river runs in a valley between 
mountains of a considerable height. Between Atti 
and BocquJ market the course of the river is aboui 
south-west, with several turnings in it. The hills 
on the north-west side seemed to decrease in height 
about the middle of the day, and those on the east- 
ern side are changing their course to the south- 
east, while the river still flows to the south-west. 
About two in the afternoon the nature of the banks 
was entirely changed ; from being high they became 
low and swampy, parliculariy the left bank, and 
were covered with thick jungle, w.iich mostly over- 



h... Hi „ Gooylc 



INTERVIEW WITH THE NATIVES, 131 

hung the water. At half-past two we passed two 
charming little islands, which appeared to be unin- 
habited, and at Tour we saw a branch of tlie river 
running off in a southerly direction, iiitlining a Uttle 
to the east. It appeared to be a quarter of a mile 
wide. At aboQt five in the evening, our people be- 
ing tired, we descried a canoe, and pulled towards 
it; but those that were in it were frightened on see- 
ing us, and jumped out and hid themselves in the 
forest. In two or three minutes we perceived on 
the left bank a few dilapidated huts, and we pulled 
the canoe ashore, intending to remain there for the 
night. A number of women first observed us ; they 
were also alarmed, and hurried away to an adjacent 
village, where we saw them providing themselves 
with muskets and other uncivil weapons, and very 
formidable Amazons they appeared to be. How- 
ever we did not seem to regard them, but jumped on 
shore with our mats, and sat down on the ground 
very comfortably under the branches of a cocoa- 
nut-tree, the first that we have seen since leaving 
Yarriba. We had not been long seated before a 
number of people made tbetr appearance, running 
hastily towards us with swords and muskets in their 
hands. Seeing that we were sitting down quietly, 
without making any hostile display, ihey hesitated 
and stopped at a short distance from us, and wished 
to know what we wanted at their town. We had 
recourse to our usual method of expressing our- 
selves by signs, and the natives, finding that we were 
really harmless beings, ventured to draw nearer, and 
very soon became reconciled to us. Shortly after 
they were joined by some more of their companions, 
and among them was a young man who imperfectly 
understood the Sonny language ; eo that Antonio, 
one of our men, who is son to " King Pepper,"" chief 
of that country, was enabled to enter into conversa- 
tion with him, and presently made him comprehend 
avery thing relative to us, which he repeated to the 
villagers. We had been thus employed a short time, 
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and had become great friends with these people, the 
women chatting with a familiarity we had not been 
accustomed lo up the country, and began to find 
ourselves very comfortable, when the chief, a lal), 
Herculeun, awkward figure, with a sullen ai)d most 
forbidding count>'nance, made his appeHiance. He 
introduce liimself without the smallesl ceremony, 
and very briefly desired us to accompany him to his 
liut in the principal village, which is called Abia- 
zacca. The road to this place is by a narrow foot^ 
way, overhung by rank grass three times our own 
height. This foinied a complete arch over our 
heads, and the path was exceedingly intricate. On 
arriving there, a clean shed was prepared for us, 
which, though small, was one of the largest in the 
village. Through the interpretation of Antonio we 
informed the chief who we were, and where we 
wished to go. He immediately said he would ac- 
company us to a lai^e town lower down the river, 
of which his brother was governor, and where we 
should meet with people from Bonny, Calebar, Brass, 
and Bini, which latter place we conclude is meant 
for Benin. The natives of all Ihese places, he in- 
formed us,comeMptohisbrother'slownfor the pur- 
pose of buying slaves, and we shall then be at liberty 
to accompany whichever party we please. It was 
important to ascertain which was the largest branch, 
as soon as we found that these different rivers com- 
municated with the Niger, and we asked him the 
question, through Antonio, which was considered 
the largest river. This he was imable to say, but 
we were toW by Antonio afterward, that he thought 
the Bonny was the largest. He informed us that il 
we intended going to the town of which his brother 
was governor to-morrow, that we must get up very 
early, otherwise we should not arrive there before 
simset. After thanking the chief lor his communi- 
cations and attention to us, we took our leave ai 
Aim fur the night. 
Before we had r^ired to rest, a few stale egg" 
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which we could not eat, and a calnbaah of very in- 
ferior tuah, were sent u3 by the chief, wiih a hint 
that a present would be acceptable in the morning. 
This was very inhospitable treatment of us, and we 
coiiid not help thinking the chief was a mean old 
fellow, for we saw plenty of poultry and gouts in his 
yard, which he knew would he more acceptable to 
us than his stale eggs. At eight in the evening we 
]ny down to sleep, but conid find no rest, on account 
of an army of gigantic mosquitoes, which desperately 
attacked us from all quarters, and serenaded us till 
morning with their unwelcome song'. The course 
of the river to-day has been nearly south-west, and 
its width varying from two to three miles. 

Wednesday, Oclobfr ^fth. — At daybreak we arose 
from our mats after no very comfortable night's rest 
in consequence of the attai^ks of the mosquitoes. 
We took s little refreshment, and commenced our 
preparations for startinir- ' At six o'clock the chief, 
who as well as his villagers had long been on the 
alert, came to us for hii' present, and, as we sus- 
peeted last evening-, wp louiid considerable difficulty 
in satisfying the surly old man. 1 accordingly gave 
iiim a pair of silver bracelets, a pair of scissors, five 
hundred needles, and a handsome country cloth 
which the queen of Boossi had given us. The fel- 
low was discontented with this, which was more 
than we had given away a long time. He began to 
grumble, and told us plainly that he would not let 
us leave his villain till something better was given 
to him. To enforce his threats, fourteen of his 
slaves stood around him armed with muskets, whose 
appearance alone, 1 suppose, he thought would be 
sufficient to intimidate us into compliance. We by 
no means wished to have any disturbance, and there, 
fore endeavoured as much as we could to persiiade 
him that we had nothing more to give htm. I di- 
rected ail our travelling things to be taken out of our 
boxes belore liim, and had them put back again and 
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s now quite exhausted; "Tell the chiel," i 
to Antonio, "the twxes shall be opened no more, 
and lot him stop my people Irom loading the cnnoe 
if he dare." My brother and I hrtd armed ourselves 
with the' loaded pistols and swords, hs well as all 
our people, and on telling the chier what we had 
done, we ordered them to proceed loading the ca~ 
aoe, which they obeyed directly. The chief stood 
amazed, and did not ofTer to interfere with us. This 
old rascal had muttered and grumbled at everything 
which was offered him ; this was of no use, and Ckal 
of no value, and he would desire all that we had, 
such was his covetousness. After having gone the 
length he did, and having shown his insolent airs, 
without producing the expected impression, he feared 
that he should get nothing at all, and therefore ac- 
cepted the present we had offered him at first. The 
country cloth alone which had been given us by the 
queen of Boossa was ten times more than he de- 
served. 

At Aibazacca we saw an Enghsh iron bar, and 
feasted our eyes on the graceful cocoajint-tree, 
which we had not seen so long. We were delighted 
also with the mellow whistling of gray parrots. 
Trifling asthesecircumstancesmayappear, yet they 
made our hearts beat with deliglit, and awakened 
in us a train of very pleasing associations. We in- 
dulged in a delusive, yet fanciful revery, and we 
fondly hopd,— but what good would it be to tell of 
what we hoped so fondly ! 

It was the avowed intention of the chief to send 
a man with us as messenger to a large town, which 
he described to he a day's journey from Ahbazacca, 
and of which he said that his brother was governor ; 
but imagining, no doubt, that he would not be paid 
(o his satisfaction, and that, should he accompany 
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us himself, the reward would be greater, he changed 
his mind, and resolved on tiie latter expedient. 
Therefore he got iiito one of his own canoes, and 
between seven and eight in the morning, bur canoe 
having been loaded without any interference from 
the chief or his people, and without taking any 
further notice of him, we led the way from the vil- 
lage through a large and unwholesome swamp which 
is before it, and were soon followed by him. We 
succeeded in getting into the open river with incredi- 
ble difficulty. 

In consequence of the lightness of his canoe, and 
its superiority to our old one, wliich we had got at 
Zagozhi, the chief passed us with the utmost facility, 
and touched at various towns and villages, to inform 
their itihabitants of the fact of our journeying down 
the river, and that Christians were coming from a 
country they liad never heard of. We were solicited 
to Slop at one or two of these, in order to please the 
curiosity of the people, hundreds of whom ran out 
into the water to obtain a better view of our persons, 
bat we did not get out of our canoe. These brought 
us presents of eggs, which we accepted very gladly 
and passed on. 

During the first part of the day the course of the 
river was about west-south-west, the breadth vary- 
ing from two to four miles, according to our estima- 
tion. At noon we saw a small branch running off to 
tlie south-east. The Chief of Abbazacca, who had 
kept company with us, seemed to get impatient as 
his canoe was so much swifter than our own, -and 
coming close to it, told us to pull as strong as we 
could, or that we should not reanlt hia brother's 
town by daylight. However, we did not pay much 
attention to his remarks, but quietly kept on our 
usual rate. The north-west side of the river was 
ifiw low. and covered with thick jungle, and the 
Sink in many places was overflowed, so that the 
tangle appeared to be grov/ing out of the water. 
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The south-«ast bank was rather higher, and cuHi- 
valed pieces ofgrnutidwere seen now and then about 
three or four miles apart, with villages about them. 

At two in the afternoon we came abreast of a vil- 
lage of pretty considerable extent, intending to pass 
it by on the other side. We had no sooner made 
our appearance than we were lustily hailed by a little 
squinting feilow, dressed in an English soldier's 
jacket, who kept crying out as loud as his lungs 
would permit him, " Holloa, you Enghshmen ! you 
come here." However we were not inclined to obey 
his summons, being rather anxious to get to the 
town mentioned to us by the chief of Abbazacca. 
and as the current swept us along past the village, 
we took no notice of the htlle man; and we had 
already sailed beyond the landing-place, when we 
were overtaken by about a dozen canoes, and the 
people in them, stopping us, desired us to turn back, 
for that we had forgotten to pay our respects to the 
king. The name of this village, we now find, is 
Damiiggoo. Ever willing to please and oblige all 
parties, as far as we are able, and being in no con- 
dition to force ourselves from the men that had in- 
terrupted us with so little ceremony, we pulled with 
nil our strength against the current, and, after an 
hour's exertion, landed amid the cheers and huzzas 
of a multitude of people. The'first person we oh- 
Berved at the landing-place was our little fiiend Jn 
the red jacket, who we found out allenvard was a 
messenger from the chief of Bonny. His business 
here was to buy slaves for his master. 

My brother and I were instantly conducted over a 
bog to a large fetish-tree, at the root of which we 
were niade to sit down, and were shaded by its 
branches from an intolerably hot sun. Here we 
waited till the arrival of the chief, who made his ap- 
pearance inafew minutes, bringing with him a goat, 
with a quantity of yams and other provisions, as v 
present. We arose to salute him, and he shook 
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hands with us, welcoming us to his t«wn with a re- 
eerved and sorrowful, yet Triendly air. In his dress 
and person we saw nothing reniarkuble, save that 
his countenance displayed mildness and benevolence, 
mingled with a great deal of seriousness and native 
dignity. His stature is above the middle size, and 
he is rather advanced in years. He requested us to 
stop a few days at his town, which we promised him 
we would do, having told liini that we were going to 
the sea. The Chief of Bonny's messenger, he said, 
was going there in a few days, and he would recom- 
mend us to remain with him till he went, that wo 
might accompany him. We had no objection to 
this, and thought that the little squinting fellow, who 
was a very important personage in his own estima- 
tion, might be useful to us, and be some sort of pro- 
tection to our party where he was known. He was 
at all events a man of some consequence even from 
his red jacket alone, which rendered liini a con- 
spicuous object among the dark natives by whom 
}ie was surrounded; so we congratulated ourselves 
with the thoughts of being quite safe. 

The chief put a great many questions to us re- 
Sj'^cting ourselves and our country, the places we 
ha.1 come from, their distance up the river, and also 
concerning the river itself, and was astonished at 
our answers. He told us that he had never heard 
of any countries higher up the river thanl'unda and 
TacicA, by which latttr we found he meant the 
Nouffie country. He said that he had never heard 
of Yarriba, Borgoo, or Yaoorie. A mallam now 
joined our company, who appeared to be a respect- 
able man. We found afterward tliat he was one of 
Ederesa's people, and had been sent for by the chief 
of Damuggoo for the purpose of writing charms tc 
protect him from all evil which might threaten him 
and his village. This man seemed happy at seeing 
people who had come from his own country, which, 
he told us. he had heard nothing of during the las) 
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year. He was pleased in being able to talk witti 
those who could give him information concerning 
it, and he offered us his services in all manner of 
ways, and told us he would do every thing in his 
power Co make us comfortable. 

A messenger now arrived to inform us that our 
hut was ready. The chief, on our taking leave of 
him, told US we were only eight days' journey from 
the sea, and that we should soon get there. We 
were then conducted through filthy streets of mud 
to a very diminutive hut, which we find excessively 
warm, owing to the smalt quantity of light and air, 
which are admitted into it only through a narrow 
aperture, opening into a gloomy and disual passage. 
The appearance of the inside is belter than that of 
the outside, being plastered rudely with cl^, and 
surrounded with indifferenily carved fetish f^res, 
either painted or chalked a red colour. 

The news of our arrival having spread through 
the village, the people flocked in hundreds to see us. 
They so completely blocked up everyplace through 
which we might receive air, that we were nearly 
suffocated; nor could we succeed in driving them 
away. We made our people arm themselves with 
swords, and sticks to keep them off, but to no pur-, 
pose ; their curiosity overcame their fears, and they 

firessed on us as thickly as ever. This was no 
onger to be borne, and we were obliged to send to 
the chief, requesting his interfereuce. His reply 
was, that if the people would not go away when (hey 
were desired, we were to fire at, and kill as many of 
them as we pleased. This we could not think of 
doing, and therefore desired he would command 
some or his own people to come and drive them 
away. They soon arrived, armed with large, heavy 
sticks, which they laid about the natives in so mer- 
ciless a manner, that, to our great relief, our hut was 
soon cleared, and we again enjoyed the fresh air. 
At six in the evening the chief sent us some fofo 
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and a quantity of stewed gT>at, sufficient for thirty 
persona. We were not a little surprised by the ad- 
dition of a small case-bottle of rum— a luxury which 
we have not had since we were at Kiania. It is 
long since we have tasted tea or coffee; but the 
rum was a treat that we did not expect, altliough it 
was the worst kind of trade-rum I ever recollect to 
have tasted. 

Here, to our infinite surprise, we saw on landing, 
besides the little man dressed in a soldier's jacket, 
several others partially clothed in European apparel, 
all of whom have picked up a smattering of the 
English language from Liverpool vessels which fre- 
quent the Bonnyriver for palm-oi!. The messenger 
from the chief of that country, who has come hither 
to purchase slaves and ivory, asserts, that the ship 
Bamboo and four other Liverpool vessels are now at 
anchor in the river. Bonny is said to be four Or five 
days' journey from hence. 

After makmg a hearty meal off the stewed goat 
and fofo we laid ourselves down to rest, but the 
mosquitoes were so troublesome, that they prevented 
us from getting any till nearly morning. We have 
generally found that the mosquitoes are more trou- 
blesome and vigoft)us in their attacks shortly before 
rain than at any other time. The course of the 
river has been much in the same direction as yes- 
terday; the current very rapid. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

The Clitrf of Damoneou-Ftilsh Df iiy— VIki ia Ihe I 
■hie T«rTr<inali(iii of a FftlsLi CEremaoy— Aiioltier C 
SuiKralllluus Ciedulily of Ihe Fcsple— Smy uf 111 



UndfSN.mii^eDni-Th'ePilit.erorCmu 



TkuTsday, October 28(A, — At daybreak we had a 
heavy loniado, accompanied with much thunder and 
lightning. At ten A. M. the chief visited us, accom- 
paiiied by tlie Nouffie mallam. His dress consist«d 
of a red cloth cap, a very handsome red twilled silk 
tobe, made in Nouffie, with trousers of the same 
material, and sandals. He brought with him some 
palm wine, eggs, bananas, yams, &c., and desired us 
to ask for any thing we might want, telling' us that 
we should have every thing we wished that the town 
could afToTd. He told us that neither he nor his 
father had seen a white man, although they had 
much wished it, and that our presence made him 
(jTiite happy. He then gave us a pressing invitation 
to come to see him, which we readily accepted. He 
seemed to be one of the worthiest fellows whom we 
have yet met. 

We shortly after proceeded to his residence, and 
passed through a variety of low huts which le<i t«J 
the one in which he was sitting. In addition to his 
former dress, he had a very handsome leopard's skin 
thrown over him. In his hand he )iel3 a staff, 
covered with the skin of a wild beast; and two 
pages, one on each side, were cooling him with cir- 
cular fans, made of bullock's hide. He accosted us 
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With cheerfulness, and placed mats for us to sit on ; 
and mm was produced to make us comfoTtaMe 
withal. He wished to know in what manner we had 
gal, through the country, for he had learned we had 
come a long journey — from a great city called 
Y.ioorie, of which he had never before heard the 
name. We again briefly relat^jl to him from whence 
we had come, where we had been, and whither we 
were going, taking care to make frequent allusions 
to the civility and kindness which we had expe- 
rienced even from the greatest monarchs. He ap- 
peared astonished at our narrative, and promised, as 
far as he was able, to imitate those good men in his 
treatment of us as his guests. He then expressed 
the infinite pleasure the sight of white men adbrded 
him, and how happy his father would have been in 
his lifetime, had if been honoured by the presence 
of such wonderful straiijcr". When Antonio, oar 
interpreter, explained to him that we were anioas-' 
sadors fiom the "great king of white men," he 
seemed to feel peculiar delight. " Something must 
be done for you to-morrow," said he, and left us to 
conjecture for a short time what that something 
would be j but we soon learned that he intended to 
make rejoicings with all his people ; that they would 
lire off tbeir muskets, and pass a night in dancing 
and revelry. He told us that when we left him to 
go down the river, he intended to send one of his 
canoes with nine people in her, to accompany us all 
tlie way to the sea. He requested us to wait eight 
days longer, when he expected his people back from 
the BocquEl market. " I think," he added, " that the 
Chief of Bocqua's messenger and our own people 
will be sufficient protection for you." We readily 
assented to his proposal, and told him that as our 
presen'* v.'ere all expended, we wonld send him 
some from the seacoast, if he would allow a person 
to acconjpany us thither on whom he could depend 
to bilng them back to him. He expressed himself 
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much gratified by our promises, and said that his 
own sou should accompany us; and that although 
his people had never been lower down Ihe riverthan 
to a place called Kirree, about a day's journey from 
hence, he had no doubt that we should reach the sea 
in safety. After expressing mutual good-wiil, friend- 
ship, and satisfactioft with each other; and as soon 
as the king had promised with solemnity that he 
would consent to our departure in the time he had 
specified, we shook hands and parted. 

tn taking leave of us, the old chief told Us that no 
one should be allowed to visit us excepting those to 
whom we gave permission ; and we accordingly had 
ail the principal people of the town, both males and 
females, lo see us. These persons were very well 
dressed, and conducted themselves in an orderly 

In the course of the afternoon, however, we were 
perplexed with the visits of thousands of people be* 
sides, whose curiosity was irresistible, and who 
scarcely allowed us room to breathe. Above Egga 
the people are by no means inquisitive ; but in and 
below that town nothing can be compared with the 
surprise and amazement with which the natives be- 
held us, and pressed round to s^atisfy their curiosity. 

Friday, October 29lh. — The promise of " some- 
thing," which was made us yesterday, has been ful- 
filled to-dav with great icIHt. In the morning a bul- 
lock, wild in the bush, was offered us, with a proviso 
that one of our party could shoot him. Pascoe, 
therefore, went out with his gun, and discovered the 
animal ruminating among the trees ; and levelling 
his piece, he shot htm dead the iirst tire. Part of 
the carcass was given to the king, as is the custom ; 
and we were not unmindful of our old friend the 
mallam ; so, having sent him some, the remainder 
of it was brought home for our own iron sumption. 
It is usual here for the cattle to run wild in the bush, 
beiiifc never admitted into the town ; and when one 
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is wanted for food, the natives go into the woods 
and shoot it. They are not so expert in killing 
them as our man Pascoe, wlioni we had desired to 
loiid Ills gun with two bails, and to endeavour to hit 
the bullock Tinder the enr. He was so successful, 
that tlie poor animal died in au instant without a 
struggle, much to the astonishment of the chief and 
his people, who were witnesses of the transaction. 

At the back of our hut stands a fetish god, in n 
small thatched hut, supported by four wooden pil- 
lars, which is watched continually by two boys and 
a woman. We were desired to roast our bullock 
under him, that he might enjoy the savoury smell 
of the smoking meat, some of which he might also 
be able to eat if he des'red We weie particularly 
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enjoined to tOHst no yams under him, aa Ihey were. 
considered ljy the natives loo poor a diet to offer to 
their deity. The natives are all pagans, and wor- 
ship the same kind of fii^ures as those of Yatriba. 

A feast and great re.joicings are to take place to- 
day, in consequence of our arrival, and the prepara- 
tion of the bullock only seems to he the first step 
towards it. The natives are getting their muskets 
ready, and all the swivels in the town are brought 
and placed under the fetish tree we have men- 
tioned. 

At six in the evening the ceremonies were com- 
pienced by a volley of musketry being fired off by 
command of Ihe chief, and we were afterward 
saluted with a discharge from the swivels. This 
was a signal for the inhabitants to come forward 
and follow the example of their monarch, which 
they did with so much spirit and effect, that continual 
firing was kept up till between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, at wfiich time the people paraded the town 
for the remainder of the night, dancing, singing, and 
making merry. Pascoe tells ns that every man had 
a musket. They must he very numerous, for the 
fire is as incessant as if it were in a field of battle, so 
that it is quite impossible for us to get any sleep 
whilqit is going forward. 

Salurday, October 30th. — Notwithstanding all the 
firing last night, and though the natives loaded their 
guns with three times their proper charge, we have 
not heard of any accident happeningf All this had 
been done very much against our inclination, tint it 
was the highest token of respect which could be 
shown US, and which had never before been granted 
to any individual : we therefore considered it our 
duty to visit the chief and thank him for the honour. 
So accordingly, a little before noon, we went to see 
him, accompanied by four of our people. On our 
arrival, we found him surrounded b^ his priests, who 
were employed in making a fetish, to ascertain 
K-liPtlier wp sbfluld reach the sea in safety. The 
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Nouflle mallam waa also seated by the chief's siile, 
engaged in writing Mohammedan prayers on a plain 
white cotton cap, which the chief was to wear on 
all occasions, to render him secure from danger of 
every description. 

He received us very kindly, and desired us to sit 
down with him and remain a short time, offering us 
a glass of mm, which we were obliged to accppt. It 
was with much difficulty we were able to drink it, 
fur we felt little inclined to do so ; in addition to 
which the heat of the place was so excessive, that 
we could hardly breathe, although two of our peo- 
ple kept fanning us all the time we were with him, 
Havii^ expressed our thanks to the chief, for the 
honour he had done us by the rejoicings of the nighl 
before, we complimented him on his resources, and 
expressed our admiration of that greatness of mind 
which he had displayed in applying them to the 
gratification and delight of strangers, whom he had 
made his warmest friends. " The great white king 
will be pleased to learn that I have treated his sut^ 
jects so well," said the chief; " and you may inform 
him of my dignity, my riches, my strength, and my 
power." We thought this quite sufficient; the chief 
was pleased both with himself for having displayed 
his " power," and with us for having duly appreciated 
it ; and being anxious to return to the open air, we 
begged he would excuse our remaining any longer, 
and, shaking hands with him, we wished him a good 
morning. 

From a conversation with a Nouffie man, who 
has exiled himself from his native country, and ar- 
rived here lately, we leam that these muskets and 
guns have been procured from the coast in exchange 
for slaves and ivory. He informs us also that Bor- 
nou and Jacoba are at peace, and consequently that 
the roadfromFundatoAtmia, which is the metropo- 
lis of the Bomou empire, is now open and free from 
danger of any kind. The same individual assures 
us that a person can travel from one country to the 
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otlier, hy land, in seventeen days ; but that to travel 
by water up the Tshadda to Kouka, would be a jour- 
ney of nineteen days. He likewise reports that 
Bderesa, the ex-kin^ of Nouffie, had endeavoured to 
win over the Sullan of Bornou to his cause, and for 
that purpose had sent him an embassy, with a pres- 
ent of leopards' skins, and a certain number of slaves; 
but when he left home, it was not generally believed 
that the monarch of Bornou would interfere in the 
domestic concerns of Nouffie, or attempt to raise 
the fallen fortunes of Ederesa, unless he would con- 
sent to break off all connexion with the Falitahs, 
with whom he is on good terms, and promise his aid 
in their complete extirpation. However, the destiny 
of Nouffie is already sealed ; she is a conquered 
country in every sense of the word, and a Falfitah is 
her monarch. 

Sunday, October ZUt. — It has been hinted to ua 
that the chief oi Damuggoo will detain us here longer 
than will be agreeable, notwithstanding his pledge. 
At ten in the morning the chief sent for me to visit 
him, and 1 immediately obeyed his summons. I 
found him engaged in earnest conversation with hja 
priests, and he no sooner saw me than he requested 
me to sit down by his side. He appeared very se- 
rious, hut did not give me long to speculate on what 
was coming; for, turning towards me, he said, with 
a deep-drawn sigh, that the fetish which had been 
made yesterday for us had not ended in our favour. 
He was sure, he said, that we should meet with 
many troubles before we reached the sea. All this 
was said with a great deal of earnestness, and his 
countenance was very expressive of sorrow. 1 de- 
sired that he would not feel hurt on our account, tell- 
ing him that we were not afraid of any thing ; that 
we had done no one any harm in Africa, and we 
trusted in our God for protection. " It is good," said 
he ; " if my people return from BocquS market to- 
morrow, you shall go in a few days." I thanked- 
him forhis kindness, and wished him a good morning 
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In the course of fonversation this morning', the 
chief said that he eaiiiiot think of sending U8 away 
in an old leaky canoe sucli as ours, and unprotected ; 
that suL-h would not be fitting our rank ; and he is 
of opinion that we should meet a thousand difiicul- 
ties and dangers were ive to proceed further down 
tiie river without a guide and messenger. He ob- 
Rfri'ed that our canoe is what sailors would term 
not "seaworthy;" for, having been exposed to the 
heat of the sun, it had split in several places. These 
considerations had induced him to procure for us a 
far better canoe than our own ; but he expressed his 
very great sorrow that he could not furnish us with 
asupplyof men till their return from BocquS market, 
whither they had gone in the raomiug, and would 
not return for three days to come. We had no rem- 
edy, and our only plan was to submit on the ground 
of expediency, without raising any objection, for we 
knew that it would be unavailing. 

We presented the chief in the forenoon with a 
musket belonging to one of our men, and my broken 
watch, which he says he will send to Bonny, to be 
repaired. We had nothing else to offer him except 
needles, a pair of bracelets, or our own wearing ap 
parel, which he does not appear to fancy at all. 
However, we have promised, that should his men 
take us in safety to Bunny, we would send back 
something to him which would be more acceptable 
and of greater value, and which we should be enabled 
to obtain from the English ships lying there. This 
intelligence is very gratifying to the chief, and he 
expresses his thankfulness most profusely. He 
knows the facility with which European articles are 
got at the moiith of the river, and he no doubt reck- 
ons i>n a rich present from us. He is certainly de- 
serving of one, for his conduct towards us has been 
most satisfactory from the commencemenL We 
coiititme to receive every kindness from him, and he 
sends us provisions each morning, sufficitmt for fifty 
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men for one day, together with palm-wine, nun, co- 
coanuts, bananas, and numerous other things. 

A great part of the population of Damuggoo left 
the town this morning for the BocquS market. Tliey 
take thither powder, muskets, soap, Manchester coU 
tons, and other articles of European mnnufHCture, 
and great quiuititics of rum, or rather of rum and 
water ; for not more than one-third of it is genuins 
spirit, and even that is of the worst quality. These 
commodities are exchanged for ivory and slaves, 
which are resold to the Kuropean traders. Tho Ni- 
ger is receding most rapidly; within these two or 
three days it has fallen away as many feet, which 
confirms us in the supposition that in the interior 
the tains are over, though they are only declining 

The natives of this part of the country scarcely 
ever heard of the religion of Mohammed, and there- 
fore they believe in all manner of gods and demons, 
as in Yairiba and other places. They have a variety 
of tutelary goda, and others whose business it is to 
watch over and protect the public interests. Their 
religiouBdance&,andtheirsongs or hymns addressed 
to flieir divinities, differ but slightly from those of 
other pasan countries, and the superstitious ceremo- 
nies of their faith bear the same close resemblance^ 
In their belief of the immortality of the soul, and a 
future state of rewards and punishments, there ia 
nothing peculiar or new. 

The late occupier of the hut in which we reside 
died a few days ago, and was buried ; but last night 
there was a public declaration that his tutelary gud 
had resuscitated him, and that he had risen from 
the dead. Things of this nature are reported not to 
be of rare occurrence, and the rumour was believed, 
or rather it was pretended to be believed, by all ra^ika. 
A large procession was therefore formed, attended 
by singers and dancers, as usual; and the man who 
was said to have undergone so great a change, hav- 
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ingbeenplaced in the centre, was carried through the 
town and exhibited gratis to atl who felt a disposition 
to see him. After the procession had visited the 
chief's house, a messenger was despatched to in- 
quire whether we ourselves felt any inclination to 
view the prodigy ; but we declined the intended hon- 
our, for it would be extremely unpleasant to be sti- 
fled in our hut by a multitude of unwashed, half-naked 
people. What is to be the final fortune of the man 
we know not, but it is generally supposed that he 
will die again to-morrow ! 

It appears to us scarcely credible that the chief, 
who is a sensible and intellig'eitt man, should put 
any confidence in such egregious nonsense and chi- 
canery; but we rather imagine that he must be aware 
of the cheats which are practised upon his credulous 
people by their priests, and that, for pohtical con- 
siderations, he chooses to connive at and counte- 
nance their proceedings; the more so, as he very 
recently sent to Nouffie for a Mohammedan priest, 
who is now engaged in working Arab charms, &c. 
upon his tobe. This man he has intrusted with all 
his secrets, and loaded with benefits ; but whether 
he is a Mohammedan or pagan in heart we are left 
to guess. How great soever his confidence in this 
mallam may be, yet a white man and a Christian 
has far greater claims, he says, to his veneration ; 
and,asaproof of it,he would request of us a '^mighty 
spell," which he was convinced it was in our power 
alone to give. The virtue of it is to consist chiefly 
in making him successful in war. He has a brother, 
he says, who is king of a neighbouring and power- 
ful stale, with whom he has been at enmity for many 
Sears, and him he wishes to vanquish and bring on- 
er subjection, in order to "ptanl his fool upon his 
neci," and reign in his stead. Of this brother, and 
of their father, the former king, he related to us the 
following story: — 

" The iate King of Alia was a very powerful 

II.— o 
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prince, and one of the most opulent, both as regarded 
money and slaves, that had ever been known in Iho 
whole country. His domestic slaves alone amounted 
to five hundred; and he had accumulated, by indus- 
try, car6) and frugidily, during^ a long life, as much 
money (cowries) as would fiil seven or eight ordi- 
nary huts. The surrounding nations felt his influ- 
ence, and trembled at his power; their rulers courted 
his friendship by voluntary presents, and acknow- 
ledged his supremacy by humiliating concessions. 
The monarch concerned himself jfreatly in the in- 
ternal affairs and domestic policy of the kingdom of 
Funda, whose sovereigns he pulled down and set up 
again whenever he was influenced by caprice, or 
spurred on by resentment. 

" Now it happened, at length, that this mighty 
king died, as all great and little sovereigns must do, 
and he was buried, after the custom of the conntry, 
with many public honours, and with all his riches. 
His eldest son, who was a covetous, worldly-minded 
prince, succeeded him in his authority; but instead 
of enjoying the affluence of his venerable parent, he 
was not worth a single cowrie. The consciousness 
of his pove^y, and the want of consideration and 
respect among bis subjects, caused him to make 
many moral refiections on the use, value, and pur- 
poses of money with mankind, and the penury and 
wretchedness which the want of it generally occa- 
sioned. At length, harassed with doubts and per- 
plexities, he forgot all lilial tenderness, and the re- 
spect which he owed to his father's memory, and 
came to the conclusion, that as the money which 
was buried was of no use whatever to the deceased 
in the next world, it would be both a charitable and 
praiseworthy deed to have it dug out of the earth, 
and put into circulation. And further, to prevent 
such good-for-nothing practices from being followed 
in future, he would sentence the body of his father 
to receive a. public punishment. Therefore, with 
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Ihjs resolution, he violated the sanctity of the grave, 
and commanded that the whole of its contents 
should be disinterred. This done he secured thu 
money, and ordered his slaves to cut otT the head of 
the corpse, and expose it in a conspicuous situation, 
as a chastisement for the covetous disposition which 
lus father had evinced while living ; for the heinous 
offence which he had consummated when d^ing of 
desiring all his money to be interred with him, and 
as a dreadful warning to the people. This want of 
piety in the new kingr, his unjustifiable and unnatu- 
ral action in dishonouring his father's body, and, 
above all, bis contempt for a custom which time had 
rendered venerable, and which had been sanctioned 
by the concurrent voice of ages, made a silent, but 
deep impression on the niinda of his subjects ; their 
feelings, which for a long while ihey had suppressed, 
broke out at length into passion, the spark was soon 
kindled into a flame, and a powerful party was soon 
formed to depose the impious prince. They placed 
his younger brother at their head, and a sanguinary 
civil war was the immediate consequence. How- 
ever, they had sulTered the proper time to elapse, and 
the king was too firmly established to suffer much 
from their attempts ; the rebels were routed in all 
quarters, and those who could not floe were put to 
the sword. The Chief of Damuggoo, our host, is 
the unsuccessful brother; and the chief of BocquS, 
our friend, was one of his principal followers." This 
accounts for the unwillingness of the latter to send 
a messenger with us to AttI, and the reasonable ap- 
prehensions which he entertained for his safety, 
which would certainly have been realized. 

Tuesday, November 2rf.— It is extremely mortify- 
ing and vexatiotis to reflect, that though we are so 
near our countrymen, and our journey's end, yet we 
are not suffered to go to them ; and it is teasing to 
think that we are constrained to bend to the will of 
a man who cannot enter into our feelings, nor ehai* 
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our hopes and fears, and who deludes Us with hoi 
low promises day after day. Finding the market 
people not yet returned from BocquS, as we had been 
persuaded, we sent sn enei^etic message to the 
Kins', this morning, expressive of our determination 
to hazard every danger rather than be detained 
longer at Damuggoo, and also to remind him of hia 
solemn promise. 'Phis produced an immediate an- 
swer, that, agreeably to our request, we should leave 
the town to-day, if we thought it safe to do so. For 
his own part, however, if this were to be our pur- 
pose, he could only send and protect us a day's jour- 
ney down the river, where reaidesthechief of avery 
large country, into whose hands he should he con- 
strained to deliver us; that this monarch would 
naturally expect a consid^irable present, and would, 
he had no donbt, prolong our stay with him to severs, 
weeks. While, on the other hand, would we con- 
sent to wait two days longer for the return of his 
people, he should be eniibled to forward us to Bonny 
without touching at the above pliice, and indeed 
without calling at any important town whatever 
during the journey. In a choice of evils, we pre4 
ferred that which appeared to us tlie least, and there- 
fore resolved to wait here a day ortwo longer. The 
only circumstance which is capable of reconciling 
us to our wretched abode is the continued civility, 
generosity, and tenderness of the chief. 

The streets of Daniuggou are so muddy, owing to 
the nature of tlie soil, and to the rains wliich have 
recently fallen, that we cannot step outside the dooi 
of our nut without exposing ourselves to the incon- 
venience of being covered with black, filthy mud, so 
that we are obliged to stay within from necessity. 
Our hut does not esce^ sis or seven feet in diame- 
ter, and withrd it is so very dark and dismal, that we 
can see neither to read nor write i added to which 
we are invaded, from the first peep of mom till the 
close of day, 1^ a host of impudent fellows, who 
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plant themselves round the doorway, aud in the pas- 
sage, like so many blocks of innrble, and remain 
thsre in spite of iis, to the utter exclusion of every 
particle of air. Tlie chief, to whom we have made 
a grievous complaint, tells us seriously to "eui off 
their heads ;" but really we do not relish the idea of 
human heads, all so hlack and ghastly, tumbling 
down at our feet, and so we resort to a milder pun- 
ishment, but hitlierto this has not been attended 
with any good effect. When evening comes, and 
the moon shines brilliantly above our heads, "like ail 
nature, we seek the comforts of repose; but who 
can sleep when legions of mosquitoes come singing 
ill your face, to tease and worry you without mercy J 
It is a fact, that the chief and his people aie fre- 
ouently driven, in the dead of niglit, to seek shelter 
Iromthe attacks of these tormenting insects in the 
open air, or nnder the trees ; but we cannot resort to 
the saine expedient, and are therefore obliged, be- 
cause " idleness is the parent of many vices," to 
employ the watchful hours of the night in slaugh- 
terii^ our inveterate persecutors, nor do we cease 
till inorning dawns. 

Wedaeiday, November 3d. — The inhabitants of this 
town dress, Erenerally speaking, in Mimchester cot- 
tons (if a cloth confineii to the waist, and extending 
below the knue, may be styled a dress). The neat 
and becoming tobe or shirt of the interior is worn 
only by the king and a few of the principal inhabit- 
ants. Indeed the people appear to have little com- 
munication with the natives of the more inland pro- 
vinces, and we have found the progress of civiliza- 
tion to be rapidly diminishin^lhe nearer we approach 
the coast. The women are fond of beads, but ■es- 
teem only the more costly kiiid ; these are tlie only 
personal decorations which th:^v wear. Damuggoo is 
a considerably large and populous town, but aBomi- 
nably dirty : the huts are round, and constructed 
much ailer the same mannei* as tliose of ZagOzhi, 
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being' built of mud and loam, strengthened and sup 
ported by props and ribs of wood. They have all, 
without exception, a poor, mean, and extremely 
wretched appearance. 

Those of the inhabitants who are not engaged in 
trading Iransadions employ themselves in culti- 
vating the soil. Yams and Indian corn fonn, 
we telieve, the principal, if not the only vegetable 
food of the poorer classes, and they rarely eat 
any thing else. The plantain and banana are im- 

EDrted from a neighbouring state; but these are 
eyond their reach, on account of expense ; and 
form, in fact, with the exception of the cocoa- 
nut, the only fruits and vegetables with which they 
seem to be acquainted, ftice, which is grown so 
generally, and at such abundance, almost in their 
immediate neighbourhood, they have never seen ; 
and as to the different kinds of grain, which are cul- 
tivated to a considerable extent so near as Funda 
and Nouffie, they have either no knowledge of 
them, or, which is more likely, they consider the la- 
bour which is required in their culture, and the at- 
tention which the rising crops would demand, to 
counterbalance the good that might result to them- 
selves by the introduction into their country of dif- 
ferent varieties of corn. Therefore, they confine 
their agricultural labours to cultivating maize, which 
is the liardiest of all grain, and the yam. The in- 
habitants of Damuggoo never saw a horse, nor have 
they the most distant idea of such an animal. Their 
domestic animals are the dog, the sheep, the goat, 
and the common fowl; the cow cannot be classed 
among the number. Goals and fowls are plentiful, 
but few sheep are to be seen ; and even these arc 
greatly inferior to those of the more interior parts. 
Abundance of excellent fish are caught in the river, 
which compensates, in a great degree, for the 
scarcity of other animal food. 
The king paid us a visit this forenoon, dressed very 
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»ppropriately in a handsome tobe of silk and cotton, 
of the nuinuCactare of Nouffie. He repeated his as- 
Burances that we shall leave to-morrow, and though 
the men are not yet returned from the market, yet 
they are confidHntly expected this evenicg. He be- 
haved with so mueh native politeness, and promised 
that we should he detained no longer with so much 
eeriousness and apparent sincerity, that we are in- 
duced to believe him. 

The Chief of Damiiggoo, benevolent as are his 
Iook», and dignified as is his deportment, is always 
severe in his punishments; and is oftentimes so 
wantonly oruel as to deprive his subjects of their 
heads for very trifling offences. An information 
was thit morning laid against a very respectable lad, 
who is nearly related to the king, if not actually his 
own son.for havingpurloined a piece of Manchester 
cotton from his sovereign. Death was instantly pro- 
nounced against the culprit after a confession of hia 
crime, and the sentence was to have been carried 
into execution this evening; but he implored us, in 
English, in the most piteous manner, to intercede for 
his life, affirmii^, that if all the inhabitants of the 
town were to come forward in his behalf, their re- 
monstrances and petitions wduld be unavailing, but 
that a white man's solicitation would he irresistible. 
At first we sent Pascoe to the chief, to express the 
obligation we should feel, if he would, on our ac- 
count, pardon the delinquent, or at least commute 
his punishment to a severe flogging; but the stern 
Judge was not to be moved from his purpose by a 
messencer ; his answer was characteristic : — " Tell 
the white men," said he, " that a black man's re- 
quest would be useless and vain, I would not grant 
him so considerable a favour; but if both, or either 
of them, will intercede in the boy's behalf, person- 
ally, and in a formiil manner, I may perhaps be in- 
duced to forgive him." My brother accordingly took 
the hint, flattered the vanity of the chief by a per- 
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sona! application, and thus obtained the boy's par- 
don, and saved his life with little difficulty. The 
gratitude of the youth was apparently sincere. 

At five in the afternoon the people returned from 
BocquA market, and the chief sent us word to be 
ready for leaving' Damuggoo to-morrow ev nijig. 
He continues to he very kind to us, and has allowed 
us to want nothing which his village could supply. 
His people had been very unsuccessful in obtaining 
slaves, the demand for them having been so great 
that a few only were to be had. Their chief object 
had been to procure slaves, but they had also gone 
for other puiposes of trade. 

Tkurtday, November ilh. — Ourdeparture and future 
fate have occupied the whole attention of the chief 
and his pagan priests nearly all day. The feUsh 
which has been already made has proved unfavour- 
able, and in hopes of still finding some signs of a 
propitious nature towards our proceeding to Bonny, 
and also to ascertain whether or not we are to pro- 
ceed on our voyage to-day, the chief and his priests 
have been diligently employed in consulting the en- 
trails of fowls, hut to both of these the omens were 
pronounced to be very inauspicious. Our determi- 
nation of departing, however, was not to be shaken 
by such means. By the chief's own arrangement 
our people were to embark in the leaky canoe, with 
the heaviest of the luggage ; whereas my brother 
and I were to travel in one ef his own canoes, and 
to take along with us whatever was of most conse- 
quence. To this regulation we could raise no plau- 
sible objection, because our old canoe had been par- 
tially repaired. 

A little after four in the afternoon we conveyed 
our luggage tfl the river-side, and proceeded to load 
our canoes. Long before five o'clock, every thing, 
on our parts, had been got in readiness for quitting 
the town, and we sat in the canoe till after sirase^ 
waiting the arrival of the boatmen, who did not seem 
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at all disposed to hurry themselves in making Iheir 
appearance. We began at length to be wearied with 
anxiety, and impatient to be stirring. Hnndreds of 
people had been gazing at us for a long while, many 
of whom had taken the pains to come from different 
parts of the town in boats for that purpose, a.id the 
curiosity of all having been amply indulged, they were 
moving'off in all directions, so that we were almost 
deserted. The chief could not be spoken with, be- 
cause he was engaged in a religious rite with his 
priests, and we were left for awhile to our own reflec- 
tions, which were farfrom being of the kindest nature. 

At length, when our uneasiness was at its height, 
we saw him coming towards us with a train of fol- 
lowers. The mallam nnd all his princi|Ml people 
were with him, bringing numerous jars of iialm 
wine. A mat was spread near the water-side, where- 
on the chief sat himself, and we were instantly de- 
sired to place ourselves one on each side of his per- 
son. The palm wine and some rum were then pro- 
duced ; and as we were about to take a long fare- 
well of our hospitable host, we drank of his offering, 
rjther than give offence by a refusal. The palm 
wine circulated freely in the bowls, and the natives 
of the village, who witnessed all our proceedings 
with no little anxiety, seemed to be greatly delighted 
at seeing their chief and the priests so familiar witli 
white men. Meanwhile several elephants' tusks, and 
a number of slaves and goats, were put into the canoe 
as presents to the chief of Bonny. A fatted goat 
was given us as a parting gift, and a small decanter 
of rum was thrust in my brother's bosom as a cor- 
dial during the night. We drank and chatted away 
until half-past six in the evening, when we seiit Pas- 
coe on before us in charge of our old canoe, telling 
him that we should soon overtake him. 

To our great mortification, we were unable to fol- 
low him till eight in the evening, being detained by 
another fetish ceremony. Vhe Mohammedan priest 
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then gave us the dimensions and shape of a large 
minor, a handsome sword, and other articles, which 
he begged of lis lo procure for him in England ; and 
then we arrse to take our leave of the king, express- 
ing our acknowledgments lo him with sincerity and 
heartiness for the cordial and generous reception we 
had met with. Our own canoe and people had de- 
parted lon^ before, and it was dark when we jumped 
into the chief's canoe, which was waiting for us, and 
launched out into the stream. We lay otF aj a short 
distance from the bank, when all the fetish people 
walked knee-deep into the river, and niiiltei ed a long 
prayer, after which they splashed the water towards 
our canoe with each foot, and we proceeded on. 
Damuggoo is a long straggling town, and is formed 
indeed by a collection of villages, which are se:it- 
tered along the western bank. Touching at one of 
these, which is rather remote from the starting- 
place, a number of individuals leaped from the shore 
into the water, by the side of our canoe, and began 
pattering about, in order to appease the anger of 
their deities, and ensure us a favourable voyage. 

The natives do every thing by halves ; on arriving 
at the village, it was found that we had not taken a 
sufficient number of canoe-men for the occasion ; 
and they loitered about the place, bawling for assist* 
ance till they, were joined by two companions. Every 
time the canoe stopped for any purpose, the canoe- 
men muttered some sentences in a low tone to the 
fetish, invoking the aid of their deity towards a safe 
passage. All liavinf!; got into the canoe, we glided 
down the stream with delightful rapidity, without 
stopping anywhere, or meeting with further hinder- 
ances till midnight. The caiioe-men entertained us 
with their native songs, keepingtime with their pad. 
dies, and every thing contributed to render the pas- 
sage pleasant, had we not been uneasy at our canoa 
with Pascoe being so far before' us, without any 
irguide. This made me determine not 



T, Gooylc 



to seiid liim on again wRhout either my brother or 
self accompanying him. 

We are mcfiiied to attribute the good reception 
we met with from the chief of Damuggoo entirely to 
the influence of the niallam. It ia the chariicter of 
the Noiiflie people to speak in good terms of ns 
wherever we have met with them, and it was no 
doubt the representation of this old man that ope- 



give him than a few needles for h 

during oar stay, as he had been our interpreter on ali 

occasions. 

Friday, Novemlier 5ih. — We continued on our way 
down the river until two in the morning, when we 
arrived at a halting-place, near a considerable village, 
the name of which we could not ascertain. Here 
our people landed to repose awhile under the 
branches of trees, and await the coming of our own 
canoe, which we had not seen during the night. 
Our lodgings were very far from agreeable ; we werp 
crammed comparatively, into a small canoe, with a 
dozen people as companions, besides a number of 
goats, and six slaves, consisting of three women, 
two men, anil a pretty little boy. Neither of these 
slaves seem to bestow a moment's regret on leaving 
their native country, though they know they are to 
be sold on the coast, and conveyed to a foreign and 
distant land, if we may except a troublesome female, 
who screamed by starts during the night ; but hei 
sorrow was evidently assumed, her object being to 
disturb her associates in misfortune, and jnve trouble 
to her keepers, rather than to give vent to her own 
feelings. The noise of this unsociable companion 
was silenced occasionally by a few hearty cuifs on 
the head by one of the canoe-men. It was impos- 
sible for the slaves to lie down, so thev sat in the 
bottom of the canoe, vrith the goats, and there they 
slept somidly, though the water which was admitted 



T, Gooylc 



180 COURSE or THE niVT.n. 

into the canoe was continually wasbing and splash, 
ing against their naked sides. The lilile boy nbova 
mentioned is intended as a present from the diieC 
of Diimug'goo to the kin^ of Bonny ; lie is not placed 
on a similar fooling to his companions, but is treated 
with tenderness. Tlie men and women slaves are 
fettered in the day-time, but their irons are taken 
off at night. These have been all free people ; but 
having been found guilty of minor offences at Da- 
mugffoo, they are sentenced to perpetual slavery and 
baivishment. 

A market is to be held to-morrow in the villaare 
near which we are stoppinp-, and several large canoes 
filled with people and goods are lyinsr alongside of 
us, fortheir owners to commence trafficking as soon 
as the morning shall dawn. Others are constantly 
arriving from various quarters for the satne purpose, 
so that we are now (four in the morning) suirciunded 
by n large sguadron of native canoes. Ours, with 
Pascoe and his companions, has just e'.itered the 
creek. It is a heavy and clumsy vessel, and there- 
fore greatly inferiorto the hght canoes of the natives. 
Pascoe told us he had hailed a great many canoes 
thinking they were ours, and we were so much 
pleased that he had not been stopped, thai we enter- 
tained a very good opinion of these people. 

The river has run in a westerly and south-west- 
erly direction to-day, with many windings. The 
breadth has varied from one to three or four miles, 
and the current has run very rapidly. 'I'he banks 
were low and swampy, and covered with a thick 
underwood interspersed with palm trees. 

We endeavoured to obtain a little redl, but found 
it quite impossible, and at live in the morning we 
arose weaned and fatigued. Tlie heavy dew which 
had fiillen wetted us completely through. At sun- 
rise I Joined our people in the old cnnne, winch con- 
tuined the whole of our luggage, for the puipose of 
encouraging them to greater exertion, otherwiiw 
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they would not keep up with the men of Damuggoo, 
and might loiter behind and lose themselves ; and 
as my biother's c;inoe could easily overtake me, I 
proceeded onward at five A. M., leaving him behind 
with the other. 

The village is famous for palm-oil, wliich it pro- 
duces in abundance, and the buyers of that com- 
modity were exceedingly numerous. The bank was 
lined with many hundreds of people whose curiosity 
to see a white man was irresistible ; so that in order 
to prevent unpleasant eonsequences after I had left 
them, my brother's canoe-men, who had been en- 
gaged in purchasing proyisions.pushed off the shore 
between seven and eight in the mornin}!:, and con- 
tinued down the river, following my track. 

I had left one trunk aud one medicine-chest in my 
brother's canoe, and a couple of muskets, in case he 
might want them, and being very anxious to get 
down the river had started without breakfast, at 
which my people were very much dissatisfied. They 
complained of being tired very soon, and ashed for 
their breakfast. 1 cheered them up all 1 could with 
the hopes of getting them on further before we 
stopped; and, taking the paddle myself, 1 set them t!-.e 
example in using it, at the same tmie singing " Rule 
Britannia" to them, and telling them that in six or 
seven days we should reach the sea, when I wimld 
reward them all well. This had the desired effect, 
and although I could not but think that the poor fel- 
lows complained very justly, we continued on veiy 



X A. M. we were passing rather close to a 
print in the river, round which it takes an abrupt 
turn, and the current being very rapid we were car- 
ried into an eddy before we were aware of if. It 
was with considerable difficulty that we got clear of 
it, but had we been two yards nearer to the shore 
our canoe would have been dashed into pieces, 
Thefie dangers will always be avoided 1^ the Dre< 
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caution of keeping in the middle of the river. At 
seven A. M. we saw a small river entttr the Nigei 
from the eastward, the hanks of which, as well as 
those of the Niger, were elevated and fertile. Shortly 
after we observed a bran';h of the river running cff 
to the westward, about the same size as that from 
the eastward. On the right bank of this river, 
close also to tlie bank of the Niger, we observed a 
large market, which 1 was informed is Kirree ; and 
that the river, flowing to the westward past it, runs 
to Benin. A great number of canoes were lying 
near the bank. They appeared to be very large, and 
had flags flying on long bamboo canes. We took 
no notice of them, but passed on, and in a short 
lime afterward we saw about fifty canoes before us,, 
conring up the river. They appeared to be very 
large and full of men, and the appearance of them 
at a distance was very pleasing. They had each 
three long bamboo canes, with flags flying from 
Q\em, one fixed at each end of the canoe, and the 
other in the middle. As we approached each other 
I observed the British Union flag in several, while 
others, which were white, had figures on them of 
a man's leg, chairs, tables, decanters, glasses, and all 
kinds of such devices. The people in them, who 
were very nvtmeroua, were dressed in European 
clothing, with the exception of trousers. 

I fell quite overjoyed by the sight of these people, 
more particularly so when I saw our flag and Kuro- 
pean apparel among them, and congratulated myself 
that they were from the seacoast. But all my fond 
anticipations vanished in a moment as the first canoe 
met us. A great stout fellow, of a moat forbidding 
countenance, beckoned to me to come to him, but 
seeing him and all his people so well armed I was 
not much inclined to trust myself among them, and 
paid no attention to hiaa. The nest moment 1 heard 
the sound of a drum, ijid in an instant several men 
mounted a platform and levelled their muskets at 
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as. There was nothingto be done now but to obey 
as for running away it was ont of the question, oic 
square loaded canoe wiis incapable of it ; and to figlt 
with fifty war eanoea, for such we found them, con. 
taining each above forty people, most of whom were 
as well armed as ourselves, would have been throw- 
ing away my own and my canoe-men's lives very 
foolishly. In addition to the niuskete, each canoe 
had a long gun in its bow that would carry a shot 
of four or six pounds, besides being provided with 
a good stock of swords and boarding-pikes. 

By this lime our canoes were side by side, and 
with astonishing rapidity our luggage found its way 
into those of our opponents. This mode of proceed- 
ing I did not relish at all ; so as my gun was loaded 
with two balls and four slugs, I took deliberate aim 
at the leader, and he would have paid for his temerity 
with his life in one moment more, had not three of 
his people sprung on me and forced the gun from 
my hands. My jacket and shoes were as quickly 
plundered from nie, and observing some other fel- 
lows at !be same time taking away Pascoe's wife, I 
lost all command over myself, and was determined 
to sell my life as dearly as I could. I encouraged 
my men to arm themselves with their paddles and 
defend themselves to the last. I mslantly seized 
hold of Pascoe's wife, and with the assistance of 
another of my men dragged her from the fellow's 
grasp; Pascoe at the same time levelled a blow at 
his head with one of our iron-wood paddles that 
sent him reeling backwards, and we saw him no 

Our canoe having been so completely relieved ol 
her cargo, which had consi)!led only of our luggage, 
we had plenty of room in lier for battle, and being 
sach of us provided with a paddle, we determined, 
IS we had got clear of our adversary, to cut down 
the first fellow who should dare to board us. This 
was not attemoted ; and as none of the other canoes 
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had offered to interfere, I was in hopes of finding 
some friends among' them, but at all events was de- 
termined to follow the people who had plundered «s 
to the market, where theyseemed to be going. We 
accordingly pulled after them as fast as we could. 
My men, now that the fray was over, began to think 
of their forlorn condition. All their things were 
gone, and as they gave up all hopes of regaining 
them, or being able to reve.ngc themselves on the 
robbers, they gave vent to their rage in tears and 
execrations. I desired them to be quiet, and en- 
deavoured all in my power to pacify them by telling 
them that if we were spared to reach the sea in 
safety, I would pay them for every thing they had 
lost. 

We were following the canoe that had attacked ns 
as fast as we possibly could to regain our things, if 
possible, when some people hailed us from a Urge 
canoe, which I found afterward belonged to the 
New Calebar river. One of the people, who was 
apparently a person of consequence, called out lustily 
to roe, " Holloa, white man, you French, you Eng- 
lish!" — "Yes, English,"! answeredbim immediately. 
"Come here inmycanoe," he said,and our two canoes 
approached each other rapidly. I accordingly ^ot 
into his canoe, and he putthreeof hismen into mine 
to assist in pulling her to the market. Tiie people 
of the canoe treated me with much kindness, and 
the chief of her who had hailed me gave me a glass 
of rum. There were several females also in the 
canoe, who appeared to take a great deal of interest 
in my safety. 

On looking around me I now observed my brother 
coming towards us in the Uamuggoo canoe, and the 
same villiun who had plundered me was the first tc 
pursue.him. As we had been absent from eachothei 
ail the morning, and the foregoing transactions onl} 
relate to myself, the following narrative of my bro 
Iher's wiU ^ve Ute reader an account of his proceed 
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ings to the time I saw him, and the disaster wliich 
soon after followed. 

" My brother left the village nearly two hours be- 
fore nie, and therefore he was far in advance when 
the Damu^goo canoe, in which I had remained, was 
pushed off the land. Wishing to overtake him, for 
he had no guide, the men exerted themselves vfon- 
derfully to make amends for the time which they had 
Iritled away, and it was really astonishing to see the 
rapidity with which the canoe was impelled through 
the water. 

" The morning was cool, serene, and delightful, and 
the sun had just emerged from a mass of denss 
clouds, which were fringed with a silvery light. On 
each side of the river, gentle and undulating'hills 
rose one behind the other, covered with verdnre, and 
here and there varied by groves of dark green trees, 
which served to render the prospect yet more agree- 
able. The smooth, transparent surface of the river, 
disturbed only by the motions of our paddles, so 
calm, so peaceful in its gentle course, reflected with 
unerring truth the enchanting landscape from either 
side, and lent its friendly aid tohastenus toourloncf- 
wished-for destination. 

"After we had been in the canoe perhaps an hour, 
one of the men who happened to be standing in the 
bow fancied that he could descry, in another canoe, 
then at a considerable distance before ns, a sheeii 
and goat which my brother had taken away with 
him in the morning. All doubt as to the identity of 
the animals having been removed from his own mind 
and those of his conipanions, — though for my own 
yarl I must own that my vision was not near keen 
enough to allow me to agree with them in opinion. 
— we gave chase lo the suspected canoe. The men 
summoned all their resolution and strength to tite 
task, and, like an arrow from a bow, our narrow 
vessel datWd through the water. We gained rapidly 
on the chase, and the people, perceivinu our ohjiv4 

n.— P 
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and mislnistlng our intention*, kept near the shore, 
and laboured hard to get away from us. They then 
entered a branch of the river which was running to 
the south-west, and sheltered themselves among a 
number of canoes that were Ij^ing alongside a large 
market-place, situated on the right bank. 

" This did not damp the spirit of our men, or detei 
them from following the pursued; we succeeded in 
discoveiing their hiding-place ; and at length, after 
much wrangling and many threats, the robbers (for 
such they proved to be) were compelled to restore 
the animals. But how my brother could have suf- 
fered two men to plunder his canoe puzzled me 
exceedingly, and I was totally at a loss to account 
for it. Nothing could exceed my surprise, on ap- 
proaching the market, to observe, as I thought, large 
European flags, affixed to poles, and waving over 
almost every canoe that was there. On a closer 
examination I discovered them to be imitations only, 
though tliey were executed with tmcommon skill and 
neatness, British colours apparently were the most 
prevalent, and among these the Union flag seemed to 
be the general favourite. Nor did my former sur- 
prise diminish in the least when 1 landed, on finding 
that the market-people were clad in European appa- 
rel, though, with the odd fancy which is remarkable 
among Indians who have any intercourse with 
Europeans, none of them were dressed in a com- 
plete suit of clothes. One wore a hat only, with a 
iilanchester cotton, tied round his waist, another a 
shirt, another a jacket, &c. As all natives, with the 
exception of kings, are forbidden by law to wear 
trousers, a common pocket handkerchief was gene- 
rally substituted for that article of dress. The 
multitude formed the most motley group that we 
have ever seen; nothing on earth could be more 
grotesque or ridiculous. Many of the men had a 
sm.ittering of the English and'French tongues. 

" The object for which we had stopped at the 
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inarktt having been effected to our satisfaelion, we 

KuUed out again into the main body of tlie river, and 
ere we saw several caiioes of amazing size coming 
towards us from the southward. Totally unsiis- 
pieious of danger of any kind from this quarter, 
astonishment at such a sight was the only emotion 
that entered ray mindj and we resolved to pass iu 
the midst of these canoes, that we might more con 
veniently look on each side of us, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether they contained any thing be. 
longing to us. At the next moment Rnother s^iadron 
of the same description of vessels came in sight, in 
one of which I could discover my brother by his 
whitg shirt, and I fancied that he was returning to 
demand restitution of the animals of which he had 
been plundered, therefore I still felt perfectly easy in 
my mind. 

" When we drew nearer, it was apparent that 
these were all war-canoes, of prodigious dimensions ; 
immense flap of various colours were displayed in 
them, a six-pounder was lashed to the bow of each ; 
and they were filled with women, and children, and 
armed men, whose weapons were in their hands. 
Such was their size, that each of them was paddled 
by nearly forty people. In pursuance of our ar- 
rangement, we passed through the midst of them, 
but could see nothing; and we had advanced a few 
yards, when on looking behind us, we discovered 
(hat the war-canoes had been turned round, and 
were swiftly pursuing us. Appearances were hos- 
tile ; the apprehension of danger suddenly flashed 
across my mind ; we endeavoured and struggled 
hard to escape ; but fear had taken possession of the 
minds of my companions, and as they were unable 
to exert themselves we did not get on ; all was VEun 
Our canoe was overtaken in a moment, and nearly 
sent under water by the violence with which her 
pursuer dashed against her; a second crash threw 
two or three of the Damuggoo people overhoardi 
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and by the shock of tlie third she capsized and sunk. 
All this seemedlheworkof enchantment, so quicklf 
did events- succeed each other; yet, in this interval, 
a couple of ill-looking feJlows had jumped into our 
canoe, and in the coufueton which prevailed, began 
emptying; it of its contents with astonisliing cele- 
rity. 

"Onfindingrmyself inthe water, my first care wafl, 
very naturaHy,logetoiitagain; and therefore looking 
round on a hiindred ruffians, in whose countenances I 
could discern not a. single trace of gentleness or pit^, 
■I swam to a large canoe, apart from the others, m 
which I observed two females and some little ones, 
— for in their breasts, thought I, conipassion and 
tenderness must surely dwell. Perceiving my design, 
a sturdy man of pigantic stature, such as little chil- 
dren dream of, black as a coal, and with a most 
hideous countenance, suddenly sprang towards me, 
and stooping down, he laid hold of my arm, and 
snatched me with a violent jerk out of the water, 
letting nie fall like a log into the canoe, without 
speaking a word. 

"Isoourecovered,and8atiipwith my companions, 
the women and childreu, and discovered them wiping 
tears from their faces. In momentary expectation 
of a barbarous and painful death, ' for what else,' 
said I to myself, ' can all this lead lo V the scene 
around meproducedlittleimpressionnponniymindi 
my thoughts were wandering far away, and this day 
1 thought was to be my last. I was meditating in 
ttatsmanner, heedless of all that was going on around 
me, and reckless of what came next, when 1 looked 
np and saw my brother at a little distance, gazing 
steadfastly upon me ; when he saw that I observed 
him, he held up his arm with a sorrowful look, and 
pointed his finger to the skies. O ! how distinctly 
and eloquently were all the emotions of his soul at 
that moment depicted in his countenance < Who 
could not understand himt He would have said, 
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Trust in God !' Iwastoucheii withgrief. Thoughts 
ofhome and friends rushed upon my mind, and almost 
overpowered me. My heart hovered over the scenes 
of infancy and boyhood. how vividly did early 
impressions return to my sou!! But such feelings 
could be indulged only for a moment. Recollecting 
myself, I bade them, as I thought, an everlasting 
adieu ; and weaning my heart and thoughts from afi 
worldly associations, with fervour I invoked the God 
of my life, before whose awful throne I imagined we 
should shortly appear, for fortitude and consolation 
ia the hour of trial. My heart became subdued and 
softened; my mind regained its serenity and com- 
posure; and though thece was nothing but tumult 
and distraction without, within all was tranquillity 

" On account of the eagerness and anxiety with 
which every one endeavoured to get near us in order 
to share the expected plunder, and the confusion 
which prevailed in conseqnence, many of the war 
canoes clashed against each other with such violence, 
that three or four of them were upset at one time, 
and the scene which ensued baffles all description. 
Men, women, and ciiildren, cUngittg to their floating 
property, were struggling in the river, and screaming 
and crving out as loud as they were able, to be saved 
from drowning. Those that were more fortunate 
were beating their countrymen off from getting into 
their canoes, by striking their heads aud hands with 
paddles, as they laid hold of the sides and nearly 
upset them. When the noise and disorder had in 
some measure ceased, my brother's canoe and that 
which I was in were by the side of each ftther, and 
he iiistautly took his shirt from his back and threw 
it over me, for I was naked. I then stepped into his 
canoe ; for, whatever might be uur fate, it would be a 
mournful kind of pleasure to comfort and console 
one another in the hour of trial and suffering. But 
I had no sooner done so, than I was dragged hack 
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again by p fl h h I coiild not resist, 

and conira d d bj f g t s to sit still on 

my peril 

" Uinv 11 g t airara ndition by obsti- 

nacy or b d h h Id I e been vwin and 
ridiculous, I made no reply, but did as i was desired, 
and silently watched the motions of our keepers. 
Now there were still other canoes passing by on 
their way to the market-place, and among them was 
one of extraordinary size. Fancying it to be neu- 
tral, and hoping to make a diversion in onr favour, 
I beckoned to those who were in it, and saluted 
them in the most friendly manner. But their savage 
bosoms were impenetrable to feeling. Surely they 
are destitute of all the amiable charities of life. T 
almost doubted whether they were human beincs. 
Their hideous features were darkened by a terrible 
scowl; they mocked me, clapped their hands, and 
thumped upon a sullen drum ; then with a loud and 
scornful laugh, the barbarians dashed their paddles 
into the water and went their way. This was a 
severe mortiftcation ; I fels confused and abashed ; 
and my heart seemed to shrink within itself. I 
made no more such trials." 

Seeing my brother swimming in the river, and 
people clinging on to what they could, I endeav- 
oured all in my power to induce the people of my 
canoe to go to him. But all I could do was in 
vain. Fearing that those in the water might upset 
the canoe by getting into her, or that she would be 
overloaded with them, they kept aloof and let them 
take Iheij chance. My feelings at that moment 
were not to be described ; I saw my brother nearly 
exhausted, and could render him no assistance, in 
addition to our luggage being plundered and sunk ; 
and I had just formed the resolution of jumping into 
the water after him when I saw him picked up. 

The canoes near me, as well as mine, hastened 
to a small sand island in the river, at a short dls- 
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tance from the market, and my brother arrived soon 
afterward. In a short time the Damuggoo people 
made their appearance, and also the Chief of Bonny's 
messenger, having like ourselves lost every thinj 
they had of their own property as well as their mas- 
ter's. Tiiis was in consequence of the confusion 
which had taken place ; for these people, no doubt, 
had they been recoa;nised, would not have been mo- 
lested. We were all obliged to rem^n in our respec- 
tive canoes, and made rather a sorry appearance in 
consequence of the treatment we had received, which 
was increased by the tears and lamentations of our 
own canoe-men, as well as those of Damuggoo, 
and neither my brother nor mysflf were in a condi- 
tion to offer them any consolation. 

We had been laying at the island; but now the 
war-canoes were all formed into a line and paddled 
into the market-place before alluded to, wliich is 
caDed Kinee, and which likewise was the place of 
their destination. Here we were informed that a 
paldper would be held, to take the whole affair into 
consideration ; and about ten in the morning a mul- 
titude of men landed from the canoes, to " hold a 
council of war," if it may be so termed. For our 
parts we were not suffered to go on shore ; but 
constrained to remain in the canoes, without a 
covering for the head, and exposed to the heat of a 
burningsun, A person in a Mohammedan dress, who 
we learned afterward was a native of a place near 
Funda, came to us, and endeavoured to cheer us, by 
saying that our hearts must not be sore, — that at 
the paljver which would be held, we had plenty of 
friends to speak for us. That all the people in the 
Mohammedan dresses who had come from Funda to 
attend the market were our friends, besides a great 
number of females who were well dressed in ailk 
of different colours. These women wore large 
ivory anklets of about four or five pounds weight, 
Hud bracelets of the same material, but not se 
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Urge About twenty* 

people hid arrn ed from 1 

muggoo These persons, having heard how we had 

bpcii treated, also became our friends, so that we 

now began to thmk there was a chance of our es- 

papiiig, and this mtelligenee putns into belter spirits. 

A short time before noon, Ihe river being pretty 
cleir, several giins were fired as « signal for all the 
cinoes to repair to the market and attend the pa- 
laver Edger to learn the result of the discussion 
at the assemblj.in which we were so intimately 
concerned, but witliout the means of gaining any 
intt lligente, ii e passed the hours in fearful suspense, 
yielding bj turns ti the pleasing illusions of hope, 
and the gloomj forebodings of despair, 

rh" heat of the sun, tu which we were exposed, 
was excessive, iiid having no shirt on even to pro- 
tect my shoulders from, the scorching rays, 1 con- 
tr» ed to borrow an old cloth from one of the canoe- 
men, who spoke a little English. Some of the 
market women came down to our canoe, and looked 
on us with much concern and pity, spreading their 
hands out, as much as to say, God has saved you 
from a cruel death. They then retired, and in a 
few minutes .inerward returned, bringing with them 
a bunch of plantains and two cocoanuts. This was 
an acceptable offering, and we gladly took it and 
divided it among our people and ourselves. 

A st;ir was now made in the market, and a search 
commenced through all the canoes for our goods, 
some of which were found, although the greater 
purt of them were at the bottom of the river. These 
were landed and placed in the middle of the market- 

Elace. We were now invited by the mi#Iams la 
ind, and told to look at our goods and see if they 
were all there. To my great satisfaction I imme 
dialely recognised the box containing our books, 
and one of my brother's journals. The medicine- 
chest was by its side, but both were filled widi 
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water. A large carpet bag, containing all our wt-ar- 
iiig apparel, was lying cut open, and deprived of its 
contents, with the exception of a sliirt, a pair of troii< 
sers, and a waistcoat. Many valusble articles 
which it had contained were gone. The whole of 
my journal, with the exception of a note-book with 
remarks from Rahba to this place, was lost. Fotii 
nuns, one of which had been the property of the 
late Mr. Park, four cutlasses, and two pistols were 
Roue. Nine elephant's tusks, the Gaest 1 had seen 
in the country, which had been given rae by t)ie 
'" -s of Wowow and Boossi, a quantity of ostrich 
'some leopard-skins, a great va- 
ir buttons, cowries, and needles, 
e necessary for us to purchase provisions 
ere missing', and said to have been sunk 
The two boxes and the bag were aU 
that could be fo»nd. 

We had been desired to seat ourselves, which, as 
soon as we had done, a circle gathered round us, 
and began questioning us ; but at that moment the 
sound of screams and the clashing of arms reached 
the spot; and the multitude, catching fire at the 
noise, drew their swotds, and leaving us to our- 
selves they ran away to the place whence it pro- 
ceeded. The poor women were hurrying with their 
Little property towards the river from alldirections, 
ajid imagining that we ourselves might be trampled 
under foot, were we to remain longer sitting on the 
ground, we joined the Hyin^ fugitives, and all rush- 
ing into the water, sprang into canoes, and pushed 
off the land, whither our pursuers dared not follow 
us. The origin of all this was a desire for more 
plunder on the part of the Kbop people. Seeing the 
ffw things ofoursinthernarket-place which had been 
triken from their canoes, they made a rush to the 
place to recover them. The natives, who were 
Kirree people, stood ready for them, armed will) 
iwcfida, daggers, a^d guns ; and tiie salvage Eboes^ 
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finding themselves foiled in the attempt, retreated 
to tht;ir canoes without risking' an attack, although 
we fully expected to have been spectators of a 
furious and bloody battle. The nois« and uproar 
which this produced were dreadful, and beyond all 
description. 

This after all was a fortunate circumstancR, inas- 
much as my brother and I, haTing uiiconscioiislv 
jumped into thii same canoe, found ourselves in each 
other's company, and were thus afforded, for a 
short time at lesst, the pleasure of conversing with- 
out interruption; and he then related to me all that 
had happened to liim since the morning. Like me, 
he had wo foresight of mischief, or apprehensions 
of danger, and therefore he took no means whatever 
of shunning the immense canoes which he perceived 
were approaching him with their large flags. But, 
OR the contrary, these striking and uncommon ap- 
pendages, to which neilher'of us had been accus- 
tomed, served to excite his curiosity and win his 
admiration rather than awaken any fear or suspicion 
of danger. 

The paljiver not having yet concluded, we had 
full leisure to contemplate the scene around lis. 
We had nioored a little way from the banks of the 
river: in front of us was the market-place, which 
was crammed with people, from all parts of the 
neighbouring country, of different tribes, — a great 
multitude of wild men, of ferocious aspect, and 
savage uncouth maimers. To these belonged the 
choice, either of giving us life and liberty, or doom- 
ing us to slavery and death. In the latter determi- 
nation their minds might be swayed by suspicion 
or caprice, or influenced by hatred ; in the former 
they might be guided by the hopes of gain, or biassed 
by the fears of punishment, — for many of them had 
come fron) the seacoast, and such an adventure as 
ours could not long remain concealed from the 
knowledge of our countrymen. The shore for * 
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long way was lined with their canoes, having the 
colours of various European nations waving from 
long poles, which were fastened to the seats. Sev- 
eral of these had as manj; as three flags in each; 
they were all of immense size, and fringed with blue 
cotton <baft) cut into scallops. Besides these there 
were othersof the strangest and most grotesque pat- 
terns, such as representations of wild beasts, men's 
legs, wine glasses, decanters, and things of still 
more whimsical shapes. Whence the barbarians 
procured these emblematical banners we cannot 
tell; but we understand that each tribe has its own 
peculiar flags, whicfi are unfurled whenever they 
undertake any enterprise of importance. Canoes 
were likewise stationed near an island or sandbank 
in the middle of the river, which we considered to 
be neutral, as their owners did not seem to interfere 
with the proceedings of the day. But thwe hap- 
pened to be among the savages a few well-dressed 
Mohammedan priests, who hiS come late to the mar- 
ket from the northward. These were decidedly 
our friends. Many times they blessed us with 
uplifted hands <t d co npassio ate co ntenances, ex 
claiming " Alia Sull kee <" {God s I ng ) N r d d 
Ihey confine themselves to s n pie expre-ss ons of 
pity or concern but as ve suhseq ently lear ed 
they joined the aisenbly and spoke m our favo r 
with warmth a d energv tixi g those nlo had 
assaulted us w th coward ce cr lelty and vroi g 
and proposing to have them beheaded on the spot 
as a just punishnent for the r cr n e Th s vas 
bold language, b t it piod ced a saint rj elfect on 
the minds of the hearers 

The women a d ch I Iren took harge of the ca 
noes while their husbands and fathers wete on shore. 
From the former we received little presents of ba- 
nanas and cocoanuts, which were our only food 
during the day, but with the latter we had little com- 
munication. Both men and women wore immensely- 



H Google 



106 DECISION OF THE COVNCIt. 

IsTge ivory rings on their legs and arms, which were 
at least an inch in thickness, and six inches in depth ; 
and these ornaments were so heavy and incon- 
venient, that when the females waited, they ap- 
pealed the most awkward and ungraceful creatures 
in the world; in fact they could not walk without 
producing a collision of these unwieldiy rings. Tlie 
wonieti's necks and bosoms were likewise decoratitd 
with strings of cora! and other beads, but their dress 
was conHned to apiece of figured cotton, encircling 
the waists and extending halfway down the leg. 

At about three in the afternoon we were ordered 
to return to the small island from whence we had 
come, and the setting of the sun being the signal for 
the council to dissolve, we were again sent for to the 
market. The people had been engaged in delibera- 
tion and discussion during the whole of the da^, and 
with throbbing hearts we received their resolultoii in 
nearly the following words : — " That the king of the 
cpuntry being absent, they had taken upon themselves 
to consider the occurrence which had taken place in 
the morning, and. to give judgment accordingly. 
Those of our things which had been saved from the 
water should be restored to us, and the person that 
had first commenced the attack on my brother should 
lose his head, as a just retribution for his olfence, 
having acted without his chiePs permission; that 
with regard to us, we must consider ourselves as 
prisoners, and consent to be conducted on the fol- 
lowing morning to ObU, king of the Eboe country, 
before whom we should undergo an examination, 
and whose will and pleasure concerning our persons 
would then he explained," We received the intelli- 
gence with feelings of rapture, and with bursting 
hearts we offered up thanks to our Divine Creator 
for his signal preservation of us throughout this dis- 
astrous day. 

It was, perhaps, fortunate for us that we had no 
article of value which the natives were at all aolicit- 



T, Gooylc 



RECAPITULATION OF LOSSES. 197 

ous about ; and to Ihis rircu instance, added to the 
envy of those who had joined in the conquest, but 
who had not shared the plunder, may chiefly be al^ 
tributed, under Providence, the preservation of our 
lives. Our medicine -chest, and a trunk containing 
books, Ac, which were all spoiled by the water, 
were subsequently restored to us; but our wearing 
apparel, Mr, Park's double-barrelled gun, the loss of 
which we particularly regretted, and all our muskets, 
swords, and pistols, with those of our men, were 
sunk or missuig- We likewise lost the elephant's 
teeth given us by the kings of Boossiand Woivow, 
a few natural curiosities, our compass and thermom- 
eters, my own journal, my brother's memorandum, 
note,andsketch-books,withasnia!i part of hia journal 
and other books which were open in the canoe, be- 
sides all our cowries and needles, so that we are left 
completely destitute, to the mercy of we know not 
whom. 

The object of the barbarians in coming so far frosi 
home was never correctly explained to us 5 but we 
have no doubt that it was from motives of punder, 
which had our party been larger was to have beeu 
carried into effect on an extensive scale. But the 
capture of two white men, supposed to have valuable 
goods with them, seems to have disconcerted all 
their plans for the present by producing division and 
distrust among them. However, it was apparent to 
us that all these savage warriors had left their country 
not only to plunder whatever might happen to fall in . 
their way, but likewise to attend two or three markets 
near Kirree, for the purpose of trading with the na- 
tives whenever they might fancy themselves not suf- 
ficiently powerfcl to take away their property with- 
out fighting and bloodshed. For this pufpose they 
were amply furnished with various commodities, 
such as powder, muskets, cutlesses, knives, cotton 
widths, earthenware, skins of wild animals, mats, 
sweet potatoes, cassada root, and a very large kind 
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of straw hat which they would exchange for slaves, 
ivory, yams, and palm-oil. It was evident also at 
Kirree that more than one party of these robbers 
had made several attempts at plunder, and it was 
equally notorious that they had been many times re- 
pulsed. Hence the dreadful screaming at the market, 
and the state of hurry, tumult, and alarm that pre- 
vailed therein during the whole of the day. 

In the evening, when every thing was quiet, firea 
were kindled in all the canoes for dressing provi- 
sions, and there being a vast number of them, the 
Niger was illuminated by streams of yellow light, 
which produced a highly romantic Ijiit melancholy 
elTect. It was atime tilted for adoration and thanks- 
giving to the beneficent Creator and Monarch of all. 
But, alas ! how few hereabouts are bending the knee 
to him; how few are lifting up their hearts to his 
mercy-seat ! 

The Kirree people are a. savage-looking race. 
They are amazingly strong and athletic, and are also 
*ell-proportioned. Their only clothing is Hie skin 
either of a leopard or tiger fastened round their 
waist. Their hair is plaited, and plastered with red 
clay in abundance, and their face is full of mcisions 
in every part of it ; these are cut into the flesh so as 
to produce deep furrows, each incision being about a 
quarter of an inch long, and died with indigo. It is 
scarcely possible to make out a feature of their face, 
and I have never seen Indians more disfigured. The 
Eboe women have handsome features, and we could 
not help thinking it a pity that such savage-looking 
fellows as the men should be blessed with so hand- 
some a race of females. The mark of the Eboe 
people is the point of an arrow pricked in each tem- 
ple, the end being next to the eye. We are informed 
that the leading man, who commanded the first 
canoe that attacked us in the river this morning, is 
confined in double irons, and condemned to die hy 
the people who are friends at this place. It is said 
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they have taken our treatment up with so much de- 
term iiiatioti to do us justice, that if the king of Eboe, 
wliose subject he is, refuses to put him to death, no 
more of his canoes will be allowed to come to this 
country to trade. His wives have been crying round 
him and making great lamentation. 

About seven in the evening lai^e heavy clouds, 
Hscending from the horizon, covered the stars like a 
shroud ; a total darkness prevailed, and we were 
presently visited by a storm, which generally follows 
a very sultry day ; but although it was violent, it was 
sliort. The rain descended in torrents, the wind 
howled through the trees, and all the fires were ex- 
tinguished in a moment. Our canoe was half filled 
with water, and ourselves completely drenched 5 but 
notwithstanding these inconveniencies and diseour- 
igemenls, we lay down as well as we could to sleep 
till morning, for nature was wearied out with along 
day of anxiety and fatigue. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

uffrom Klrree-Kelhirf ofTmling-rai 

r.-Tbe KInrs PulKe-lJescrirnion of F 
him— Th* Eboe People— Trade ol Ehw T 



Saturdaij, November Glh. — My brother felt quite 
feverish this morning, and 1 was very unwell, yet we 
had nothing to eat, nor any thing to purchase it with. 
At sunrise our canoe was taken from before Kirree 
market-place, to the little sandbank or island in the 
middle of the river, where we waited till nine o'clock 
for the coming of two war-canoes, which it had been 
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resolved should convoy us to the Eboe country 
Which we understand is situated three days' journey 
hence down the Niger. A head-man from one ot 
them stepped into ours, though as it was we had 
scarcely room enougli to move a limb. The sunken 
canoe had been ^t up again ; the Damuegoo people 
had regained their slaves, having lost only cloth and 
ivory, for which they are told they will be recom- 
pensed by the king of the Eboe country on arriving 
there ; so that this circumstance seemed to have re- 
vived their hopes a little, and to have inspired them 
with flesh life and spirits, which one could scarcely 
expect from individuals that had so recently been 
half drowned, beaten, and otherwise ill-used. Never- 
theless though our loss far exceeded theirs, we were 
as h ful as they. Our minds had been relieved 
f m a painful state of anxiety j we now looked for- 
w d t our journey down the river with the most 
pi g anticipations ; and even in our forlorn ton- 
d t n profited by the lesson we had received, and 
J d that our situation was no worse. Our 

h ghl were once more turned on home j we 
q kly csunied our former cheerfulness; tliefresh- 
n f Ihe morning gave us new vigour, and we ar- 
d tt^ ished to set out. 
At se en in the morning we bade adieu to Kirree, 

h e of all OUT sorrows, accompanied by six 

large war-canoes, and ajfain look our station wiih 
the Damuggoo people. The canoe once more darted 
along at a great rate, the men, as they applied their 
whole strength to their paddles, gave us a sokg ol 
their country, which seemed to animate them to still 
greater exertion. Our minds were well prepared to 
enjoy it; and in no part of the country have we 
listened to a native song with so much pleasure and 
grutiUcation. 

At nine in the morning we passed two beautiful 
idands, not far from the place where we had been at- 
tacked. These were uninhabited and nearly in Ihe 
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middle of the river, which is about three miles broad. 
The direction of it seemed to be about south-west, 
or rather more westevly, but having lost our com- 
pass with the rest of our things yesterday, we are 
iiow quite at a loss for the direction of the river, and 
cau only form an opinion from the place of the sun. 
At intervals of two or three miles we observed large 
towus and villages on the banks, which at a short 
distance from the river became high. Our canoe 
|)eople being afraid, I suppose, of the inhabitants, 
and perhaps being at war with them, wonld not go 
near them, although they were in want of yams. 

At eleven A. M. the people laid in their paddles, 
and allowed the canoe to drift down the river, while 
tliey took their breakfast. 

Besides our convoy, we liad a sumpter-canae in 
company, belonging to the Eboe people, from which 
the others were supplied with dressed provisions. 
For our own part, we had neither money nor needles, 
norindeed any thingto purchase a meal; and know- 
ing this to be i%e case, our sable guardians neglected 
to take into considerationthe state of our stomachs. 
However, we felt no very strong inclination to join 
them in their repast, though on one occasion we 
were invited to do so, for we felt an invincible dis- 
gust to it, from the lilthy manner in which it had 
been prepared. Yams were first boiled, and then 
skinned and mashed into a paste, with the addition 
of a little water, by hands that were far from being 
clean. As tliis part of tiie business leq^uires great 
personal exertion, the man on whom it devolved 
perspired very copiously, and the consequences may 
easily be guessed at. This was the reason for tlie 
unconquerable aversion we felt to partake of their 
food. The natives, however, are not equally squeam- 
ish about such trides, and compassionate our want 
of taste in not relishing their savoury l>anqaet. WiUi 
their yams they generally have a little fish, either 
smoked and dried, or fresh from the stream : btd on 



T, Gooylc 



MISTRUST OF THE NATIVES. 



sal. It is the same among the Moors in Barbary, 
and the Arabs and Mohamtnedans in India, and per- 
haps in many other countries in the world. 

Had it not been for the above filthy method of 
preparing their repast, we should not have hesitated 
ui joining them, having eaten nothing either to^a; or 
yesterday but a small piece of a banana. Half an 
hour was thus passed, when the men took their 
paddles again, and the canoes moved on at a swift 
rate. The river became more winding in its course, 
and the banks were covered with large trees which 
hung- over the watej-. 

At four in the afternoon we halted to purchase 
yams at a town on the bank of the river, which was 
nearly hid from our sight amid the trees and thick 
underwood. The canoes having reached the bank, 
five of the canoe-men landed well armed, and pro- 
ceeded to the town. They had been absent an hour, 
when they again made their appearance, followed 
by a great many people carrying bundles. They 
were also accompanied by one old woman, who ap- 
peared to be a person of consequence. It appears 
that the natives in this part of the rivei are such 
outrageous and lawless fellows, that they are mis- 
trustful of each other evenin the smallest communi- 
cation, and we had an opportunity of seeing how far 
this was carried. 

The object of our visit was to purchase yams, and 
our people had succeeded in getting the villagers to 
bring some down to the canoes. These people, how- 
ever, had aimed themselves either with a gun or 
sword as well as our own, and had no women among 
them excepting the old one above mentioned. Hav- 
ing arrived at the bank of the river, the old woman 
directed all the yams to be placed in a row before 
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our people, and in distinct or separate bundles, and 
Ih* owners to retire to a short distance, which order 
was implicitly obeyed. The purchasernow inspected 
the bundles, and having selected one to his satisfac- 
tion, which might contain the finest yams, placed 
\vhat he considered to be its value by the side of it, 
consisting of cloth, flints, &c. The old lady, looking 
on all the time, if in her opinion it was sufficient to 
give, takes up the clolh and gives it to the owner of 
the bundle, and the purchaser likewise takes away 
the yams. But on the contrary, if the cloth, or 
whatever was thus offered by the purchaser, is not 
considered sufficient by the old woman, she allows 
it to remain a short time to give him an opportunity 
of adding something else to his offer. If this were 
not done, the owner of the yams was directed by 
the old woman to take them and move them back 
out of the way, leaving what had been offered for 
them to be taken away also. All this was carried 
on without a word passing between the parties, and 
the purchase of a sufficient number of yams by our 
people occupied three hours. It was something 
(juite novel to see two large parties of people barter- 
ing commodities in this manner; and the apparent 
unconcern and determination with which the old 
woman held out, when she considered the price 
offered for the yams not sufficient, was quite amus- 
ing. She knewourmen must have yams; and with 
an ill grace they added any thing to what they had 
already offered. The scene before us was altogether 
extraordinary. Many of the people belonging to 
the canoes were standing in a group on the oank of 
the river near them with muskets, swords, and 
spears in their hands; some with the articles with 
which they were about to make a purchase. A 
(juantity of yams, arranged in large Tjundles, placed 
in a row, separated them from another group, con- 
sisting of the villagers also armed, and both parties 
standing at a short distance from them, leaving a 
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considerable space between. Here was sutjonec 
the old woman, who, with no little consequenct. 
directed the whole affair by signs, either to her own 
party or ours, not a word being spoken by any one. 

We could not help thinking, that eveiy thing, in 
the largest market we have seen, might have been 
disposed of in the time required for purchasing these 
yams, and thai only ten days' journey up the river 
such a market would be found. This method of 
trading must have arisen either from the fear of 
quarrelling, or from not understanding each other's 
language, which is difficult to suppose ; but it seems 
to have been instituted by mutual agreement, for 
both parties quite understood how they were to act. 
This IS the first time we have witnessed it. The 
villagers have a wild appearance ; rather resembling 
the Kirree people, but we observed uo marks on the 
face, nor on any part of the person. We did not 
understand their language, and therefore could not 
inform ourselves of tlie name of the people or their 
village ; and at seven in the evening again proceeded 
on our journey. 

It was ten at night when we came abreast of a 
small town where we stopped. Instead of making the 
canoes fast to the bank and landing, we fay out in 
the river at a short distance from it, in case of an 
alarm by strange canoes. It was long since we had 
tasted food, and we had suffered from hunger the 
whole day without being able to obtain any thing. 
Soon after we had stopped for the night, our guards 
gave us each a piece of roasted yam, and our poor 
people had the good fortune to get some also, being 
the first they have had since leaving Damuggoo. 
The roasted yam, washed down with a little water, 
was to us as joyful a meal as if we had been treated 
with the most sumptuous fare, and we laid ourselves 
down in the canoe to sleep in content. 

The course of the river, according to the best o( 
our judgment, has been about south- west 
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SuTtday, November lih. — At the dawn of day, our 
canoe-men were busily employed in making prepara- 
tions for departure. We had been unable to get 
much sleep, from having nothing to proteei ua from 
Ehe cold and the heavy dew, which had wetted us 
completely through. The morning was calm, and 
beautifully fine ; and the clear, shrill whistle of the 
cheerful parrot echoed through the woods, breaking 
the stillness which had prevailed around, as we took 
a hasty leave of the few villagers who had assembled 
out of curiosity to see ns, and pursued our course 
down the strewn. The banks of the river have 
altered decidedly within these two dajs ; its course 
is not so serpentine as it has been; the banks are so 
low and regular, that not even a simple rising can 
anywhere be distinguished to break their uniformity ; 
and, for the first time, we have seen the fibrous 
mangrove interspersed among the other trees of the 
forest. Indeed they are beginning to present a 
degree of sameness little different from that which 
prevails on many parts of the seacoast. Both 
banks, however, are pretty thickly inhabited, and 
villages are scattered 'every here and there ; for 
though the^ are embosomed in trees, and invisible 
from the river, yet their situation might easily be. 
known from the number of their inhabitants which 
appeared on the beach to trade with the canoe-men. 
Pianiaias, bananas, and yams arfi cultivated by these 
villagers to an almost incredible extent. They form, 
in fact, with the addition of the fish which they may 
happen to catch, their sole support, and the only 
articles of export. Many of them, though poor and 
wretched, are mild, and even timorous in their man- 
ners, and are said to be honest and upright in their 
dealings ; but others again are bold, cruel, and rapa- 
cious, and are dreaded and shunned not only by their 
neighbomai but also by those whom business may 
ead this way, unless they go in lar^, strong, and 
weU-anned patties. Ours was certainly one of this 
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description ; yet men were constantly appointed to 
keep a watchful eye on the bank, when we wera 
compelled to pass itclose, by keeping the channel, in 
order to guard against surprise by an ambuscade. 
For this purpose, two or three men stood up in the 
canoe for several hours at a time, with a musket and 
cutlass in each hand, to intimidate the natives, by 
convincing them that we were fully preparefl for an 
attack. The singular method of trading we had 
witnessed yesterday, or something similar lo it, was 
formerly in use, we believe, between natives and 
Europeans on various parts of the seacoasl ; and if 
we are not mistaken, the same custom is observed 
to this day, not only in Africa, but in many other 
parts of the globe likewise. 

Among the DHnug^oo slaves is a middle-aged, 
short, fat woman, havmg a broad, mournful kind of 
countenance ; in fact, there were two of them, so 
very much alike in all respects, that they might be 
taken for sisters. As she sat with the goats, whose 
society, by-the-by, was extremely disagreeable to 
her, inasmuch as they committed various misdemean* 
ours, to her great annoyance, she fetched one of the 
deepest and most dismal sighs that I ever heard. 
This attracted my attention, for she was seated so 
near me, that from the motion of the canoe, I was 
not unfrequently jostled against her naked person, 
which was by no means agreeable, for she was a 
dirty woman. She had been slowly masticating, 
with apparent disrelish, part of a boiled yam, which 
appeared to be cold and dry, and which was bow 
laid aside. She was in deep meditation ; tear-drops 
were in her eyes, ready to fall as she gazed eameBtiy 
at a spot of land on the eastern bank, which was 
fast receding from her view. Her closed lips, 
slightly upturned, and quivering with emotion, the 
usual prelude to more violent grief, gave an expres- 
sion of sadness and silent sorrow to her countenance, 
which language can but ill express. Nothing could 
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be more touching than this tranquil face of wo. 
Loud bursts of lamentation, and other vehement ex- 
pressions of passion, would not be half so eloquent. 
I imagined that the poor creature was bewailing her 
h;ird fate in the ill-usage which she had received 
from her guardians, one of whom had not long 
before applied a paddle to her head and shoulders ; 
or she might, I thought, be in want of water, which 
was beyond her reach; but to satisfy my doubts, I 
addressed her, and demanded the cause of her emo- 
tion. On this she turned round her head, and bestow- 
ing a violent thump on the nose of a goat which 
had discovered her broken yam, and was nibbling it 
fast away, she replied, pointing with her finger to 
the spot on which she had been so anxiously gazing, 
— " There I was bom." The chord was touched j 
she had striven to repress her feelings before, but 
she could no longer corainand them ; she became 
more agitated, and wept bitterly as she faltered out, 
" That is my etmntnj P' I was softened and moved 
at the woman's distress, and should doubtless have 
felt still stronger compassion, if I had not observed 
her, iu the midst of her tears, inflicting the most 
rigorous chastisement on her brute companions, in 
the most unmerciful manner. The kids and goats 
had, ill their playfulness, been gamboling about her 
feet and legs, and bespattered them with a little 
dirty water from the bottom of the canoe; and 1 
thought to myself, that if a female could behave with 
cruelty to a companion, hems herself in distress, that 
little pity or gentleness could dwell in her bosom. 
However, be this as it may, she was greatly affticted. 
She might have recalled to her mind, as she was 
borne past the place where she had received her 
being, and where her childhood had been spent, the 
pastimes and amusements of that innocent and 
happy period of life ; and this reflection, bringing 
along with it a train of pleasing associations, had 
produced her grief, which was no doubt increased by 
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compaviiig the freedom which she once enjoyed with 
her present miaerahle condition of bondage. It may 
appear strange that I should dwell so long on this 
subject, for il seems quite natural that every one, 
even the most thoughtless barbarian, would feel at 
least some slight emotion on being exiled from his 
native country, and enslaved. But so far is thia 
from being the case, that Africans, generally speak- 
ing, betray the most perfect indifference on losing 
their liberty, and being deprived of their relatives ; 
while love of country is seemingly as great a stran- 
ger to their breasts, as social tenderness and domestic 
affection. We have seen many thousands of slaves, 
some of them more intelligent than others; but the 
poor little fat woman whom I have mentioned, — the 
associate of beasts, and wallowing in filth, whose 
countemmce would seem to indicate onlj* listlesa- 
ness, stupidity, and perhaps idiotism, without the 
smallest symptom of intelligence, — she alone has 
shown any thing like regret on gazing at her native 
land for the last time. " There I was born," said 
she, as she was passing by it, weeping, — " that is 
my country !" 

At eleven o'clock at night we arrived at a spot 
which had been chosen as a place of rendezvous for 
the whole- party, and here we slept in our canoes. 
The river has run to-day rather to the southward of 
west, varying but slightly from yesterday's course. 

Monday, Nmi. 8tk. — Long before sunrise, thougl. 
it was excessively dark, the canoes were put in mo- 
tion ; for as the," Eboe" country is said to be at no 
great distance, the Eboe people with us were de- 
sirous of arriving there as early in the day as pos- 
sible. It proved to be a dull hrfzy morning, but at 
seven o'clock A. M. the fog had become so dense, 
that no object, however large, could be distinguished 
atagreater distance than a fewyards. This created 
considerable confusion ; and the men fearing, as 
they expressed it, to lose themselves, tied one cauoe 
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lo another, thus forming double canoes, and all pro- 
ceeded together in close company. However, we 
had gone but a little way after this arrangement, 
when the men fancied that they had departed from 
the proper track, and therefore Ihey determined to 
pull ashore, and wait there till the mist should be 
dispelled; yet they toiled a full hour before their 
object waa efTected. We wished to be more par- 
tieuiar in our observations of this interesting part 
of our journey ; but were constrained to forego this 
^tilication, on account of the superstitious preju- 
dices of the natives, who were so infatuated as to 
imagine, that we had not only occasioned the fog, 
but that, if we did not sit or lie down in the canoe 
(for we had been standing), it would inetitably cause 
the destruction of the whole party; — and the reason 
which they assigned was, " that the river had never 
beheld a white man before," and, therefore, Uiey 
dreaded the consequences of our rashness and pre- 
sumption in regarding its waters so aitontively. 
This and similar nonsense was delivered with such 
determination and earnestness, that we reluctantly 
lay down and allowed ourselves to be covered with 
mats, in order to quiet their apprehensions j for we 
did not forget that we were prisoners, and that a 
pt'rseverance in standing up would have exposed us 
to the mortification of being put down iiy force. 

We hung on by the shore till the fog had dispersed, 
when we were again allowed to see the river. We 
now found ourselves on an immense body of water, 
like a lake, having gone a little out of the road, and 
at the mouth of a very considerable river, flowing to 
iJie westward, it being an important branch of the 
Niger; another branch also ran from lience to the 
south-east, while our course was in a south-westerly 
direction on the main body ; the whole forming, in 
fact, three rivers of considerable magnitude. The 
banks were all low and swampy, and completely 
eovered with palm-trees. 
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tlO EBOE TOWN. 

An hour or two after this, or about midilay, one 
of the Eboe men in our canoe exclaimed, " There is 
[ny country !" pointing to acliimp of very high trees, 
which was yet at some distance before us ; and after 
passing a low fertile island, we quickly came to it. 
Here we observed a few fishing-canoes, but their 
owners appeared suspicious and fearful, and would 
not come near us, though their national flag, which 
is H British Union, sewed on a. large piece of plain 
while cotton with scallops of blue, was streaming 
from a long siafT in the bow. The town was yet, 
we were told, a good way down the river. In a 
short time, however, we came to an extensive mo 
rass, intersected by little channels in every direc 
tion, and by one of these we got into clear water, 
in front of the Eboe town. Here we found hundreds 
of canoes, some of them even larger than any we 
had previously met with. They are furnished with 
sheds and awnings, and afford commodious habita- 
tions for a vast number of people, who constantly 
reside in them ; perhaps one of these canoes, which 
is made of a single trunk, contains as many as 
seventy individuals. 

The little we could see of the houses with which 
Ihe shore is interspersed gave us a very favourable 
impression of the judgment and cleanliness of the 
inhabitants of the town. They are neatly buiU of 
yellow clay, plastered over, and thatched with palm- 
leaves; yards sprucely fenced are annexed to each 
of them, in which plantains, bananas, and cocoa- 
trees grow, exhibiting apleasing sight, and alfording 
a delightful shade. When we came alongside the 
large canoes already spoken of, two or three huge 
brawny fellows, in broken English, asked how we 
did, in a tone which Stentor might have envied ; and 
the shaking of hands with our powerful friends was 
really a punishment, on account of the violent 
squeezes which we were compelled to suffer. The 
chief of these men calls himself Qun, though Blun- 
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derluss, or Thunder, would have been as appropriate 
a name ; and without solicitation he informed us 
that though he was not a great man, yet he was " a 
Utile military king;" that his brother's name was 
King Boj/, and his father's King Ferday, who with 
■* King Jacket^' governed ail the Brass country. 
But what was inHnitdy more interesting to us than 
Siia ridiculous list of kings, was the information he 
(ave us, that, besides a Spanish schooner, an English 
tesset, called the "Thomas, of Liverpool," was also 

J'ing in the jJr** Brats river, which Mr. Gmi said was 
equented by Liverpool traders for palm-oil. 
Fnll of joy at this intelligence, we passed on to a 
Bttle artificial creek, so narrow that our canoes 
could scarcely be pulled along, and here we were de- 
sired to wait till the king's pleasure respecting us 
should be known. On the return of the messenger, 
we were drawn in the canoe over ooze and mud lo a 
considerable distance, when we got out and walked 
to a house, similar to those which we have already 
mentioned as having seen from the river. There 
was a little verandah supported by wooden columns 
in front, and on the floor mats had been placed for 
our accommodation. Indeed its whole appearance 
was so clean and comfortable, and it likewise had 
such an appearance of neatness and simplicity about 
it, differing entirely from any thing of the kind 
which we had seen for a long time, that we were 
quite pleased with our new abode ; am! if the coun- 
tenance of our host had been at alt in unison widi 
the agreeableness of his dwelling, we imagined that 
we could live at ease in it for a few days at least. 
But it was not so. The harshness of this man's 
manners corresponded with his sulky, ill-natured 
face, and deprived us of a good deal of pleasure 
which we should have enjoyed in reposing at full 
length on dry, soft mats, after having been cramped 
up for three days in a small canoe with slaves and 

Kats, and exposed to the dews by night and the sun 
day. 
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An hour or two of rest invigorated and refreshed 
ns extremely; and we then received a message 
From the king, that he was in waiting to see and 
converse with us. Having little to adjust in re^rd 
I'o our dress, we rose upi and followed the man im- 
mediately. Passing near the outskirts of the town, 
ihe man conducted us by paths little frequented to 
the outward yard of the palace, before the door of 
which was placed the statue of a woman In a sittinjf 
posture, and made of clay, very rode of course and 
very ugly. Having crossed the yard, in which we saw 
nothing remarkable, we entered by a wooden door 
into another which waa far superior. This formed 
an oblong square ; it was cleanly swept and had a 
very spruce appearance, and each of its sides was 
furnished with an excelleni portico. Neat the door- 
way we saw, with surprise, a large heavy cannon 
lying on the ground. From this enclosure we were 
led into a thinl, which, like the former, had its porti 
coes, and in one of them a number of women were 
employed in manufacturing a kind of cloth of cotton 
and dried grass, which they wove together. Oppo 
site the entrance is a low clay platform, about three 
feet from the ground, which was overlaid with mats 
of various colours, a large piece of coarse red cloth 
covering the whole, and at each of its comers we 
observed a little squat figure, also of clay ; but whe 
ther these were intended to represent males or ft ■ 
males it is impossible to conjecture. Here we were 
desired lo place ourselves among a crowd of half- 
dressed armed men, who were huddled together on 
the left of the platform, some sitting and others 
standing, and awaiting the coming of the prince. 
Our friend Gun was with them, and he immediately 
claimed priority of acquaintance with us. He chat- 
led with amazmg volubility, and in less than two 
minutes he was on the most familiar fooling, slap- 
ping us with no small force just above the knee, to 
give weight to his observations, and to iivet our at- 
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ledtiou to his remarks. Then, while we spoko, be 
would rest his heavy arms oil our shoulders, and 
lang'haloudatevery word we said; look very know- 



of hia encouragement and approbation. We wished 
him to answer questions which concerned us nearly, 
but the only satisfaction which we received was 
contained in the expression, " yes, to be sure !" 
and this was repeated so often, with an emphasis so 
peculiar, and with a grin so irresistibly ludicrous, 
that in spite of our disappointment we were vastly 
entertained with him. 

In this manner was tlie time beguiled, till we heard 
a door suddenly opened on oui right, and the dreaded 
04i>, King of the Eboe country, stood before us ! 
And yet there was nothing so very dreadful in his 
appearance, after all, for he is a sprightly youngman, 
with a mild open countenance, and an eye which in- 
dicates quickness, intelligence, and good-nature, ra- 
ther than the ferocity which we had been told he 
possesses in an eminent degree. He received us 
with a smile of welcome, and shook hands with in- 
i5nlte cordiality, often complimenliag us with the 
word " yes!" to which his knowledge of English is 
confined, and which no doubt he haabeen tutored to 
pronounce for the occasion. Several attendants 
followed their sovereign, most of whom were un- 
armed, and almost naked, and three little boys were 
likewise in attendance, whose office it was to fan 
him when desired. 

The dress of the King of the Eboe country some- 
what resembles that which is worn, en ttate ecca- 
lion-i, by the monarch of Yarriba, Its appearance 
was altogether hriUiant ; and from the vast profusion 
of coral ornaments with which he was decorated, 
Obie might not inappropriately be styled, " the Cora! 
King ;" such an idea at all events entered our minds, 
as we contemplated the monarch, sitting on his 
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throne of clay. His iiead was graced with a cap 
shaped like a sugar-loaf, and covered thickly with 
Btriiigs of coral and pieces of broken looking-glass, 
80 as to hide the materials of which it was made ; 
his neck, or rather throat, was encircled with several 
strings of the same kind of head, which were fast- 
ened so tightly as in some degree to affect his respi- 
ration, and to give his throat and cheeks an inflated 
appearance. In opposition to these were four or 
five others hanging round his neck, and reaching al- 
most to his knees. He wore a short Spanish sur- 
tout of red cloth, which fitted close to his person, 
being much too small. It was ornamented with 
gold epaulettes, and the front of it was overspread 
with gold lace, but which, like the cap, was entirely 
concealed, unless on a close examination, owing to 
the vast quantity of coral which was fastened to it 
in strings. Thirteen or fourteen bracelets (for we 
had the curiosity to count them) decorated each 
wrist, and to give them full effect, a few inches of 
the sleeves of the coat had been cut off purposely. 
The beads were fastened to the wrist with old 
copper buttons, which formed an odd contrast to 
them. The king's trousers, composed of the same 
material as his coat, stuck as closely to the skin as 
that, and was similarly embroidered, but it reached 
no farther than the middle of his legs, the lower part 
of it being ornamented like the wrists, and with 
precisely the same number of strings of beads ; Ije 
sides which, a string of little brass bells encircled 
each leg above the ankles, but tlie feet were naked. 
Thus splendidly clothed, Obie, smiling at his own 
magnificence, vain of the admiration which was paid 
him by his attendants, and flattered without doubt by 
the presence of white men, who he imagined were 
struck with amazement at the splendour of his ap- 
pearance, shook his feet for the bells Ur tinkle, sat 
down with the utmost self-complacency, and looked 
around him. 
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Our Story was related lo the king in Tull by the 
Bonny messenger who bad accompanied us from 
Daiiiuggoo, who also dwelt upon t)ie losses which 
the people' of that place and his own had met with 
at Kirree ; and if we may be allowed lo form an 
opinion, it was a fine piece of savage eloquence. 
Ttie man's looks and gestures were natural, ani- 
mated, and forcible, and strictly in keeping with the 
feeling, power, and energy with which his expres- 
sions were poured forth. The inflections of bis 
voice, also, were tndy admirable. This singular 
speech lasted, as near as we could guess, two whole 
hours, and produced a visible elTect upon all present. 
As soon as it was over we were invited by Obie to 
take some refreshment; being in truth extremely 
hungry at the time, we thankfully accepted the offer, 
and tish and yams, swimming in oil, were forthwith 
brought us on English plates, the king retiring in the 
mean while from motives of delicacy. 

The oil was the commonest kind used in the lamps 
of warehouses in England, extremely unpalatable, 
and emitted so unsavoury a smell that we found it 
impossible to partake of it, so greatwas our disgust ; 
Gun was of a different opinion, and declaring it to be 
the best Liverpool beef fat that he had seen for a 
long time, he soon made away with it. When Obie 
returned, a general conversation ensued, and he was 
engaged in talking promiscuously to those around 
him till evening, when the "great pal&ver," as it is 
called, was formally prorogued till the morrow, and 
presently after the chief bade us good nighl,and re. 
tired. We conceive it somewhat strange, that though 
the palaver was chiefly on our account, not a single 
question was put to us while it lasted, nor did we 
understand a single sentence that was uttered. 
Nevertheless we are led to believe, from the flatter- 
ing and gracious manner in which we have been re- 
ceived, and other corresponding circumstances, thai 
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The path to Obie's house is in a westerly direc- 
tion from the creek where we landed, distant about 
a quarter of a mile, between tw'i tines of neat little 
huts. Ill the third, or inner yard of liis palace, we 
also observed a large iron tank, which we were told 
wMs used by the km§ as a bath. The people, with 
whom we had to wait the arrival of the king, pes- 
tered us with all manner of questions before he made 
his appearance. Id answer to their iuterrogations, 
I told them we had come from a country called 
Yioorie, and another called Boossa, where we had 
been to obtain the books of one of our countrymen 



lowed by a question whether he went there in a shipl 
and I answered, " No, in a large canoe." " Where 
IS the canoe 1" they asked. "He ran it on the rocks," 
1 replied, " and broke it," They did not, however, 
seem to comprehend me, and imagined that 1 was 
speaktngf of a ship that wae lost at sea, on the other 
side of the land. The little military king Of Brass 
town told us that he had come here for the purpose 
of buying slaves for a Spanish vessel. When Obie 
entered he was followed by a man carrying a little 
brass figure of a deity, which, when he had seated 
himself, was placed on his right hand. 

The poor Damuggoo people were in tears all the 
time their cliief was relating the account of the at- 
tack at Kirree : they had lost every thing they had ; 
not only their masifr's property, but their own also, 
with the exception of the slaves. They had no 
nteaiis of obtaining provisions, having nothing with 
which to purchase them, so that the poor fellowi 
are in a starving condition, Obie made them along 
speech, and seemed to feel for their destitute coadi- 
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Uon ; he gave them ten yams, and desiTed them to 
go to their house, promising to hear the remainder 
of their elory on the moirow. 

Our hut is so small that we have scarcely room to 
Jie down, but little as it is we feei ourselves far bet- 
ter off than in our canoe. The mats were coin- 
fortable, and we wpre well inclined to enjoy a good 
rest. We had not retired long befor^ a boy arrived 
from the king, bringing with him five yams and one 
small fowl. This waa a poor supply for eight per 
sons, which our party amounted to, besides ourselves, 
and would scarcely keep us from starving. At seven 
in the evening we made a slight supper off a piece 
of the boiled fowl, with part of a yam, and laid 
ourselves down to rest. Tired as we were, and much 
as we n-ieded sleep, we could get none. Our sulky 
old landlord annoyed us beyond measure, by intro- 
ducing his friends to see us, and all our endeavours 
to make him understand that we did not like their 
intrusion, and wished for rest, were fruitless; there 
was no getting rid of them, for no sooner was one 
party gone than another supplied their place. The 
first part of the night was thus employed, and in the 
latter part we were kept awake by the most dread- 
ful screaming we ever heard. The noise proceeded 
from some unfortunate person who seemed to he 
suffering the severest agony in a hut hard by ouf 
own, so that the cries were distinctly heard, AVe 
could not learn the occasion of them j but these peo- 
ple having the name of being the most barbarous in 
their habits, we concluded that they proceeded from 
some unhappy victim who was a prisoner of war, 
suffering some horrible death. Our people slept in 
the house with us, so that we felt some sort of 
security from their presence. 

Tuesday, Ntniember Sth.—Tvo of our attendants 
who have accompanied ua from Cape Coast Castle, 
and who, during their lifetime, have spent many 
years in Ashantee, declare that the buildings of tiie 
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people here are nowise different from thosP ai 
Coomassie, the capital of that kingdom, than in 
thijir size, which is much smaller. They certainly 
resemble the houses of the Yarribeaiis, but they 
surpass them in Deatness, regularity, and cleanliness, 
and are besides much better secured from the rain. 
There is not a single round hut in the place. The 
Eboe people^ like most Africans, are extremely 
indolent, and cultivate yams, Indian corn, and plan- 
tains only. They have abundance of goats and 
fowls, but few sheep are to be seen, and no bullocks. 
The city, which has no other name than the "Eboe 
Country," is situated on an open plain ; it is im- 
mensely large, contains a vast population, and is the 
capital of a kingdom of the same name. It has. 
for a series of years, been the principal slave-mart 
for native traders from the coast, between the 
Bonny and Old Calebar rivers : and for the produc- 
tion of its palm-oil it has obtained equal celebrity. 
Hundreds of men from the rivers mentioned above 
come up for the purpose of trade, and numbers of 
them are at present residing in canoes in front of the 
town. Most of the oil purchased by Englishmen at 
the Bonny and adjacent rivers, is brought from hence, 
as are nearly all the slaves which are annually ex- 
ported from those places by the French, Spaniards, 
and Portuguese. It has been told us by many that 
the Eboe people are confirmed anthropophagi; and 
this opinion is more prevalent among the tri&s bor- 
dering on that kingdom than with the natives of 
more remote districts ; but whether it be well or ill- 
founded, we have as yet no means of ascertaining. 
Certainly, with the solitary exception of their mon- 
arch, the Eboes bear on tneir countenances strong 
indications of a brutal, unyielding, and ferocious 
temper, but so likewise do many other people of 
different countries, who detest cannibalism, and 
speak of it with horror. 
We were viaited this morning by numbers of the 
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inhabitants, who broke through every restraint to 
gratify their desire of seeing us. This was what 
we naturally expected ; yet after all they were much 
Ejetter behaved, and leas impatient, than we had any 
reason to apprehend, and Uiey departed with little 
importunity, considering that they hud not been in 
the habit of bending to the wiU of. prisoners and 
slaves, — for such we are. 

About noon we were informed that our attendance 
was required at the king's house, Obie being fully 
prepared, it was said, to resume the hearing of out 
case, and examine the deposition of the Bonny mes- 
senger and the Damuggoo people. On entering the 
principal yard or court, in which we were yesterday 
introduced to the king, we found two little ugly clay 
figures, by the side of their companions, near the 
platform, and round them "magical characters," as a 
ibrtune-teller in Europe would call them, were 
chalked on the ground. We did not remain here 
long to admire this strange contrivance, hut were 
presently ordered to return to the middle yard, and 
there wait under the eastern portico, till Obie should 
niiike his appearance. A common English chair, 
covered with inferior red cloth, had been previously 
placed there for his use. 

It is plain, that the king, for some reason, is very 
unwilling to introduce us into the interior of his 
dwelling; as yet we have seen nothing but his yards, 
The chair alluded to above was placed between two 
wooden pillars which support the roof of the veran- 
dah, and a great number of images are carved on 
them, veiy much after the manner of Yarriba. In- 
deed the difference between the produetions of both 
countries, in this branch of the arts, is scarcely, if 
at all, to be perceived. On the left of the empty 
cliair stood about fifty of the king's attendants, and 
to the right of it the Bonny, Brass, and Damuggoo 
people, with our own, were-assembled. In less than 
half an hour, the men having in the mean time been 
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regaled with a large quautity of palm-wine, the 
monarch, dressed in every respect as yesterday, en- 
tered the yard. His fat, round cheeks were swell- 
ing with good-humour, real or assumed, as he shook 
our hands with a sprightly air, when he instantly sal 
himself down in his chair to receive the prostrations 
and addresses, of his subjects and others. 

The business of the day was entered into with 
spirit, and a violent atlercation soon arose between 
the Brass and Bonny people, but scarcely any part 
of the conversation was interpreted to us. Suffi- 
cient, however, was explained to put us in a very 
bad humour ; for notwithstanding the opinion we 
had entertained of tlie benevolence of the chief, 
from his pleasing countenance joined to a mild and 
affable demeanour, we are assured that we shaJI 
never leave this country unless ransomed at a high 
price ! No doubt Obie has been induced to adopt 
this line of conduct, partly by the instigation of his 
minions, and partly from the eagerness which has 
been displayed by the Bonny and Brass people to 
take us to their respective countries ; for he imagines 
that such bitter contentions would not rise among 
them, as to whither we shall go, had it not been for 
the expectation of receiviiiga handsome recompense 
from our countrymen at those places. Therefore he 
is determined on his part to make as much of us as 
he can. 

Bonny is now the place of our destination. We 
have with us a messenger from the present and a 
son to the late ruler of that state (King Pepper), and, 
as it has already been related, we had engaged some 
Damuggoo people to accompany and protect us 
thither. While on the other hand, we know no- 
thing at all cf Brass, never having heard the name 
of Such a river in our lives before, and equally igno- 
rant are we of the manners of the natives who 
inhabit its hanks i though it is evident that they 
have some acquuntance with our countrymen, and 
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some slight knowledge of our language. The for- 
mer, who say that Obie maintains a friendly inter- 
course with their monarch, are as anxious as «e 
ourselves that they should take us to Bonnjr, and 
have remonstrated with the king rather angrily to 
this effect. But the latter are by fai' the nifiKt 
numerous and influential party, owing most likely to 
thtir very recent arrival from Brass, with a fiesh 
stock of European goods, with part of which, it i 
said, they have already hribed Obie to give them t!ie 

The discussion was violent and stormy, and the 
council did not brealt up till a late hour in the after- 
noon. They came to no decision, but will meet 
again to-morrow morning. The Brass people affirm 
tllat the " Bonny creek," which is a small branch of 
the Niger, is dried up, and that the main river which 
runs to Brass belongs lo King Jacket, who will permit 
no foreigners whatever to pass up or down the Niger, 
without exacting the accustomed fees or duties. 
They will therefore have a very plausible reason 
for taking us entirely out of the hands of Obie and 
the Damuggoo people. We retunied to our dwelUng 
rather saddened than otherwise at the result of this 
day's proceedings. 

i asked King Obie permission to allow us to pro- 
ceed on our journey, and to send one of his canoes 
to accompany us to Bonny, and was surprised at hear- 
ing that the creek was dried up. We must go down 
the large river, he said, to Brass, from whence we 
might get to Bonny, as there is a branch of the river 
which communicates with the two places. We are 
much annoyed by our interpreter. This fellow had 
told us that the branch leading to Bonny is the prin- 
cipal, whereas it is evident that it is that leading to 
Brass town. This man, whose name is Antonio, is 
a native of Bonny, and never tells us exactly what 
the king says, so that we are a good deal in the dark 
as to what is going on concerning ourselves, and in 
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fact he is the most useless fellow I ever kniiw. We 
were the subject of convereation two hours to-day 
between the kiags ; and could not learn what was 
said, and we went away without knowing for certain 
what was to become of us, 

III the evening Antgnio and five other Bonny peo- 
ple came to our hut with tears in their eyes. On 
asking them what was the matter, " The chief," they 
said, " is determined to sell you to the Brass people, 
but we will light for you and die rather than see you 
sold," "Howmany of you Bonny people are there 1" 
I asked. " Only sue," was the reply, "And uan you 
fight with two hundred Brass people V I said, " We 
can kill some of them," they answered, "and yout 
people can assist." I then asked Antonio the reason 
why he did not interpret what was going forward 
to-day at the king's house 1 He said that he was 
afraid it would have made our hearts sore,™that it 
was "a bad palaver." "We have all been to the 
chief," headded, "crying to him, and telling him that 
black man cannot sell white man ; but he will not 
listen to us ; he said he would sell you to the Brass 
people." Our poor canoemen on hearing this began 
to soU' aloud, and continued lamenting their fate 
nearly all night. My brother and I felt much hurt 
at our situation, for we did not expect it would be 
so bad as this ; but we have made our minds up to 
prepare ourselves for the worst, for it is impossible 
to foresee the lengths to which these savages will 
go. We saw a Funda man at the chiefs house, with 
whom we could have communicated in the Haussit 
language, but for some reason or other we were not 
permitted to speak to him. 

Wednesday, November lOth. — Being taken very 
unwell with fever this morning, I was unable to 
attend the summons to the king's house, and re- 
quested my brother to go in my stead. The follow- 
ing is his account of what took place, 

" On arriving there this morning, to my infinite 
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surprise I found King Boy (Gun's eldest brother) 
.vith a number of his attendants already assembled. 
He was dressed in a style far superior to any of his 
countrymen, and wore a jacket and waistcoat over 
a neat shirt of striped cotton, to which was annexed 
a silk pocket-handkerchief, which extended below the 
knees. Trousers, as we have already said, I believe 
are not permitted to be worn, either by natives or 
strangers of the same hue as themselves, the king 
alone being an exception to this rule. Strings of 
coral and other beads encircled his neck, and a pretty 
little crucifix of seed beads hung on his bosom. This 
latter ornament, which has probablj' been given hhn 
by a slave captain, had by no means an unbecoming 
appearance. Xing' Boy introduced himself to me 
with the air of a person who bestows a favour, 
rather than soliniting acquaintance, and indeed his 
vanity in other respects was infinitely amusing. He 
would not aufler any one to sitbelween liini and the 
platform, but squatted himseif down nearest the 
king's seat, which as a mark of honour had pre- 
viously been assigned to us; and with a" volubility 
scarceiy imaginable, he commenced a long narrative 
of his greatness, power, and dignity, in which he 
excelled all his neighbours; and to this I was conr 
strained to listen, with assumed composure and 
attention, for a considerable time. To convince me 
of his veracity, he produced a pocket-book, contain- 
ing a great number of recommendatory notes, or 
'characters,' as a domestic would call them, written 
in the English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese 
languages, and which had been given him by the 
various European traders who had visited the Brass 
River, This practice of giving written characters, 
which has for some time been adopted by Europeans, 
is both priuseworthy and useful, and it ia become 
almost universal on the western coast ; because it ia 
not to be supposed that the natives themselves can 
understand these documents, and strangers ale made 
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acquainted with their good or bad qualities by them. 
and taught to discriminate the honest from the un- 
faitliful and malicious. Boy's letters mention nerlain 
dealings which their authors have had with him, and 
they likewise bear testimony to his own character, 
and the manners of his countrymen. Amons' others 
is one from a 'James Dow,' master of the brig 
Susan, from Liverpool, and dal«d ' Brass First River, 
Sept. — 1830,' which runs as follows ; — ' Captain 
Dow states, that he never met with a set of greater 
scouodrels than the natives generally, and the pilots 

in particular.' These he anathematized as d d 

rascals, who had endeavoured to steer his vessel 
among the breakers at the mouth of the river, that 
they might share the plunder of its wreck. King 
Tacket, who claims the sovereignty of the river, is 
declared to be a more confirmed knave, if possible, 
than they, and to have cheated him of a good deal 
of property. The writer describes King Forday as 
a man rather advanced in years, less fraudulent, but 
more dilatory. Kins Boy, his son, alone deserved 
his confidence, for he h^ not abused it, and pos- 
sessed more honesty and integrity than either of his 
countrymen. These are the rulers of the Brass 
country, and pretty fellows they are, truly. Mr. 
Dow observes further, that the river is extremely 
unhealthy, and that his first and second mates, three 
coopers, and five seamen had already died' of fever, 
and that he himself had had several narrow escapes 
from the same disorder. He concludes by caution- 
ing traders against the treachery of the natives 
generally, and gives them certain directions con- 
cerning the ' dreadful bar,' at the mouth of the river, 
on which he had nearly perished. Another of Boy's 
papers informs us that the writer's name is 'Thomas 
Lalce, and that he is master of the brig Thomas, of 
Liverpool,' which is now lying in Brass River, 

" This business had been no sooner settled than 
Obie entered the yard attended as usual, bnt clad 
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differently m loose silks. After the customary salu- 
tations, Boy directed the monarch to appeal lo me, 
that he might be satisfied in what estimation he was 
held by white men. Of course, I said a variety o( 
fine things in his favour, which were received with a 
very good grace indeed: but that a piece of paper, 
simply, which could neither hear, speak, nor under- 
stand, should impart such inforniation, was a source 
of astonishment and wonder to Obie and his train, 
who testified their emotion in no other manner than 
by looks of silly amazement, and repeated bursts of 
laughter. 

" The king then said, with a serious countenance, 
'that there was no necessity for further discussion 
respecting the white men, his mind was already 
made up on the subject ;' and, for the first time, he 
briefly explained himself to this efTecl :— ' That cir- 
cumstances having thrown us in the way of his 
subjects, by the laws and usages of the country he 
was not only entitled to our own persons, but had 
equal right to those of our attendants; that he should 
take no further advantage of his good fortune than 
by exchanging us for as much English goods as 
would amount in value to twenty slaves. In order 
to have the matter fairly arranged and settled, he 
should, of his own accord, prevent our leaving the 



town, till such time as our countrymen at Brass or 
Bonny should pay for our ransom, havingunderstood 
from ourselves that the English at either of those 



rivers would afford us whatever assistance we might 
require, with cheerfulness and alacrity. Concerning 
the goods of which we had been robbed at Kirree, 
he assuredusthat he would use hisutmost exertions 
to get them restored. He lamented that circum- 
stance more than any one, but he denied that a 
single subject of his had any thing to do with it,an<j 
attiibuted the whole of that unfortunate affair to the 
rashness and brutality of a certain people thai 
inhabited a country nearly opposite U> Ms own. 
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whose monarch was his particular friend, therefore 
he apprBhended little difficulty in seeing justice done 
us; but then,' said he, 'it is necessary that you 
should wait here for an indefinite time till a council 
of that nation be held, when the plunderers will be 
examined, and your claims established. The Da- 
muggoo people that have come with you have, like 
yourselves, suSored much loss; for my own part I 
ahail make them a present of a slave or two as a 
compensation, and tney have my permission to go 
along with you for the present, which I understand 
you have promised their monarch ; but you must not 
espect them to be your guide to the sea, for their 
responsibility ends here.'" 

" When all this was interpreted to me by Antonio, 
I was thunderstruck. It was in vain that I assured 
Obie that there was not the slightest necessity for 
our detention in the town, that our countrymen 
would redeem us the moment they should see ua, 
but not before ; and equally unavailing were my 
solicitations for him to alter this arran^ment and 
suffer us to depart; but the fears of his subjects, 
and the representations of the men of Brass, had 
made too deep an impression on his mind to be 
so easily eradicated : we found it too late either to 
implore or remonstrate. 

" This final decision of the king is a bitter stroke 
to us ; for we fondly indulged the hope of a more 
favourable result from the deliberations of the savage 
council, at whose dissolution we expected to be sent 
to the seacoast without being perplexed with fur- 
ther embarrassments. We have now to await the 
return of a messenger from thence, who has not 
yet been sent on his errand, and he is to bring back 
with him the value of twenty slaves ere we obtain 
our freedom. Heaven only knows whether the 
masters of Engli^ vessels at Bonny or Brass have 
the ability or will feel a disposition to ransom us. 
We only know that if disposed of at all, we shall 
be sold for infinilalH more than we are worth." 
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" 4a may naturally be supposed, 1 returned home 
much depressed and afflicted, to inforrj my brother 
of the result of the palaver, and he wsiS as greatly 
surprised and affected as myself at the inteliigence. 
But though we are full of trouble and uneasiness at 
our gloomy situation, ^et we d6 not repine at the 
divine dispeosatioos of that Almighty Providence 
which has comforted us in the hour of adversity, 
:u)d relieved us in times of painimd distress, — which 
has rescued us from the lap of danger, and snatched 
us from the jaws of death." 

Thursday, November llth. — This momingmy bro- 
ther felt himself extremely unwell, but I am rather 
better. In truth we wonder much that our health, 
generally speaking, has been so good, when we 
reflect for a moment on the hardships and privations 
which we have lately undergone, the perplexities in 
which we have been entangled, and the difficulties 
with which we have had to contend. After all of 
them, however, by the blessing and mercy of our 
God, instead of sorrow and suffering, we have en- 
joyed a Ughtness and even levity of spirits, which 
caused thera to make but a feeble and transient 
impression upon our minds ; but nature, though she 
make extraordinary efforts for a time, will at last be 
crushed by repeated disappointments, cares, and 
vexations, unless she be supported by the vigour of 
health, and encouraged by the excitement of power- 
ful feelings; while hope, that most agreeaMe but 
delusive phantom, is oflener sought than found, and 
will frequently vanish from the desponding bosom 
when her influence is most required, leaving it for a 
season a prey to fear and suspicion, and the whole 
dark and sorrowful train of the depressing passions. 
Under their baneful influence we are at present, in 
some degree, labouring ; and we occasionally fall 
into such a state of apathy and quietism, in regard 
to our present situation and future prospects, as ta 
beperfecUy indifferent about tben ; and I venly be- 
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lieve that if a single struggle could restore us to 
freedom and happiness, we should scarcely have 
sufficient animation to make that effort. I blush to 
say that on these occasions, neither the reflection 
of past deliverances, nor the consciousness that we 
are stiii under the protection of the same beneficent 
and indulgent Being that has ever been our refuge 
and guardian, can restore entirely our confidence in 
his mercies, or teach us to be resigned to his divine 
v/Ul. 

During the few days that we have spent in this 
place, we have been sadly perplexed for want of 
provisions ; and our people, who for the first day bore 
this privation in silence, have since th&n been loud 
in their complaints. The constant fear which they 
entertain of being taken away and sold has now, 
however, changed this lively feeling of discontent 
into suUenness and despondency. What makes the 
matter still worse is the fact that having lost our 
needles and cowries at Kirree, we have not the 
means of purchasing anything, although the cowry 
shell is not current here. Poverty is in most places, 
1 believe, considered one of the greatest of evils, 
but it is more particularly so here where it is tanta- 
moitut to a curse (or at least it is reckoned so in 
us) ; and where the virtues of benevolence and hu- 
manity, if exercised at all, are never displayed except 
on extraordinary occasions. Obie has been in the 
habit of sendii^ us a fowl, or a yam or two every 
morning; but, as we are ten in number, it makes 
but a slender meal, and it is barely sufficient to keep 
US from actual starvation. Tostop, if possible, the 
sullen murmurings of our people, we have been 
reduced to the painful necessity of begging; but we 
might as well have addressed our petitions to the 
stones or trees, — we might have spared ourselves 
the mortification of a refusal. We never experienced 
a more stinging sense of our own humbleness and 
imbecility ^Saa on such occasions, and never had we 
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greater need of patience and lowliness 01 spirit. In 
most African towns and villages we have been re- 
iraided as demigods, and treated in consequence 
with universal kindness, civility, and veneration ; 
but here, alas ! what a contrast, — we are classed 
with the most degraded and despicable of mankind, 
and are become slaves m a land of ignorance and 
(nrbansm, whose savage natives have treated us 
«ilh brulalitv and contempt. It would be hard to 
guess whence these unkindly feelings towards us 
have origmaled, we feel that we have not deserved 
them, yet the consciousness of our own insignifi- 
pance sadly militates against every idea of self-love 
and self iniportance,and leaches us aplain and useful 
morallesson ! Though we make the most charitable 
allowances for the Eboe people, we are notwith- 
standing obliged to consider them the most inhospit- 
able tribe, as well as the most covetous and uncivil, 
that we are acquainted with. Their monarch and a 
respectable married female, who has passed the me- 
ridian of her days, are the only individuals, among 
several thousands, that have shown us any thing like 
civility or kindness, and the latter alone has acted, we 
ire convinced, solely from disinterested motives. 
All ranks of people here are passionately fond of 

Eiln^wine, and drink of it to excess whenever they 
ave an opportunity, which often occurs, as great 
quantities of it are produced in the town and ita 
neighbourhood. It is a very general and favourite 
custom with them, as soon as the sun goes down, to 
hold large meetings and form parties iu the open air 
or under the branches of trees, to talk over the 
events of the day, and make merry with this exciting 
beverage. These assemblies are kept up till after 
midnight ; and as the revellers generally contrive to 
get inebriated very soon after they sit down to drink, 
the grea'estpartof the evening isdevoted to wrang- 
ling and fightin?, instead of convivial intercourse, ami 
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occasionally the most fearful noises tliat it is possi- 
ble for the mind to conceive. Bloodshed and even 
murder, it is said, not unfrequently terminate these 
boisterous and savage entertainments. A meeting 
of this description is held outside tlie yard of our 
residence every evening, and the noise which they 
make is really terrifying, more especially when the 
women and young people join in the affray, for a 
quarrel of some sort is sure to ensue. Their cries, 
groans, and shrieks of agony are dreadful, and would 
lead a stranger to suppose that these dismal and 
piercing sounds proceeded from individuals about to 
be butchered, or that tliey were extorted by Hie last 
pangs of anguish and suffering. We trembled witlj 
alarm for the first night ortwo, imagining from these 
loud and doleful cries, that a work of bloodshed and 
slaughter was in progress ; and we found it useless 
to endeavour to sleep, till the impression of the first 
wild cry that was uttered and the last faint scream 
had worn away. But now we are in some measure 
more reconciled to them from the frequency of their 
occurrence, or rather we feel less apprehension than 
we did as to their origin, — understanding with sur- 
prise that they are only the effects of a simple quar- 
rel, and escite from the inhabitants no more than a 
casual remark; though they say that, in fits of un- 
governable passion, the most heinous crimes are 
consummated in these frantic revels. 

Onr matronly female acquaintance, though esces- 
Bively fat, is of diminutive stature, and by her cheer- 
ful pleasantry she has beguiled in some degree the 
wearisomeness of the long evening hours, and ban- 
ished that ermui which the disagreeableness of our 
situation has partially induced, simply by her en- 
deavours to do so. For not content with paying us 
formal visits in the daytime, she comes into our 
yardeverynight, instead of joining the orgies of her 
ecquaintanee, accompanied by two or three friends 
of congenial natures, w ith the very benevolent inten- 
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tton of pitying our misforUines, and disdpating our 
melancholy. Two or three slaves follow their mis- 
tress into the yard, carrying a few bottles of their 
favourite "palm-wine," and perhaps with a plate of 
bananas also, that the evening may be passed the 
more agreeably. 

Our sleeping quarters are in a recess, which is 
elevated three or four feel from the ground, and sup- 
ported by wooden columns. It is without a door, or 
indeed any thing answering the same purpose, so that 
we enjoy the refreshing coolness of the evening air, 
with the disadvantage of being gazed at by whoever 
has the curiosity to enter our premises. We gener- 
ally lie down shortly after sunset, and presently our 
fat, jolly little friend, duck-like, waddles into our yard 
with her companions and slaves, to offer us the eve- 
ning salutation, and enter into the usnal familiar dis- 
course. This is commonly preceded by a large po- 
tation of palm-wine, which is relished with a loud 
and peculiar smack, expressive of the pleaanre and 
satisfaction afforded by so copious a draught, and 
betokening also much internal wamith and comfort. 
The officious slaves having spread mats for the pur- 
pose directly in front of our recess, our lady-visiter 
and her associates, together with our ill-natured host, 
who has by this time joined the party, squat them- 
selves down in a circle, and under the inspiration of 



their eyelids down." For ourselves we have little 
if any thing to say, because we are pretty nearly as 
ignorant of their language as they are of^ours ; and 
interpretation is unfavourable lo the contagion of 
social felicity. Yet it is highly diverting to watch 
the influence of the palm-wine on fheir looks, lan- 
guage, and i jeas. The flushed countenance is invisi- 
ble in a black lady ; but then she has the liquid and 



ty, th( 



garrulity, the gentle simper or the burstmg laugh, at 
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any trifle or at nothing at all ; and to wind up the 
list of symptoms, she has that complacent idea of her 
own good points, and snperior qualifications, which 
elicit her own approbation without exciting the ap- 
plauses of her associates, and which distingnish the 
mexperienced male reveller in every part of the 
globe. Ail these were observable in our talkative 
little friend, as well asin her companions. It is a 
relief also to contemplate, from our resting-place, 
the peace and harmony of the little party before us 
BO entirely different from the boisterous one without 
because it gives us a comfortable sense of our se 
curity, which we should not certainly have enter, 
tained had we been left to our own reflections ; and 
when after a good deal of turning and restlessness 
we at length fall into a dis^igreeable and unrefreshing 
doze, and are attacked by that hideous phanlAm 
nightmare, which is often the case, — starting up in 
a fright from the assassin's knife, which we can 
scarcely persuade ourselves to be unreal, — it is plea. 
Bant to fix our eyes upon our comical little visiter, 
with her round shining face, and her jolly compan- 
ions; all apprehension of mischief immediately 
vanishes, and a truly pleasing effect is produced upon 
our minds and spirits. The breaking upof the party 
outside is a signal for our friend's also to depart, 
when, rising from her mat, the mistress, after shaking 
hands, wishes us good night, in a think tremulous 
tone, and waddling out of our yard in a direction 
which Hogarth denominates " the line of beauty," 
she returns home to her husband, who is a valetudi- 
narian. Thus our evenings are passed,and thus much 
of our solitary Eboe friend. 

In addition to the value of twenty slaves which the 
King of Eboe demands for us, we hear that King 
Boy requires the value of fifteen casks of palm oi^ 
which is the same as fifteen slaves, for himself, and 
as payment for the trouble he and his people will 
have in conducting us to the English vessel. He 
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fays that he must take three canoes and one hun- 
dred and &tty people, and therefore that it is impos- 
sible he can do it for less. The chief has said thai 
if I do not consent to give King Boy a book for all 
this money, he shall send us icito the interior of the 
country to be sold, and that we shall never see the 
seaagain. I see clearly that we have no alternative, 
and 1 think it best to agree to give him the bill, not 
intending, however, on our arrival at the sea, to give 
him more than twenty common trade guns to pay 
this chief and all other expenses. King Boy was 
to give Obie five pieces of cloth and one gun, as part 

Eayment ; the remainder is to be paid on his return 
-oni having delivered us up to the brig. Our people 
are all in high spirits at the prospect of leaving this 
place and obtaining their freedom, for they have so 
much faith in the character of the English that 
tliey do not doubt that the captain of the brig will 
redeem us. 

The Eboe people ha a sa a^e appearance. 
The custom of marking h mpl s w th indigo, 

ill the shape of an arro g al an ong them, 

both with the males and fe n 1 Th women are 
generally pretty, and w a th sam so t of ivory 
rings round their legs a d w st to wh ch allusion 
has been previously made They are extensive 
traders, and supply the B a pe pi ntirely with 
palm-oil, poultry, goats, and yams, &c. The Eboe 
people are also famous for making large canoes, anid 
all those of the mfleren. rivers, from Benin to Cale- 
bar, are constructed by them. Since the first day 
of our arrival we have had no fowl, but have been 
kept on the regular slave allowance of half a yam 
pec dtiy. This may have preserved otr health, for 
it is more than likely that if we had lived well after 
being nearly starved, and exposed as we had been 
to the hot sun during the day, and the dews at night, 
we should have had some dangerous fever- 
Last evening, Obie, in his showy coral dress, uaina 
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barefooted u h nspect our books, and 

examine th n ur medicine chest. Hia 

approach w a us by Ihe jingling i>f Ihe 

little bells h h d his feet. He appeared 

greiitly pie d w h y ling he saw, and iouked 
aghast wh m d he powerful properties 

of some of Ihe medicines, which ended in a fit of 
laughter He eipreased a strong desire to llave a 
little, especially the purgatives ; and as we treated 
the Sultan of ^ Sioorie and faiiiily, so we treated him. 
Obie was evidently fearful at our books, having 
been informed that they could "tell all things;" 
and appeared to shrink with horror at one which 
was offered him, shaking his head, saying that he 
must not accept it, for that it was good only for 
white men, " whose God was not his god !" ThP 
visit was of short duration. 

We found King Boy in the inner yard of the king's 
house again to-day, and from his significant physiog- 
nomy we conjectured that he had something of 
consequence to communicate. Obie received us 
with his usual politeness and jocularity; but in- 
stantly directed his attention and discourse to King 
Boy, who maintainedaneamestand pretty animated 
conversation with him for some time. The Bonny 
people were in attendance, weeping. As we were 
frequently pointed out and named, we had no doubt 
whatever that it was chiefly concerning ourselves, 
which opinion was soon after confirmed. As if the 
parties had some secrets to discuss which they did 
not wish either their attendants or our own to over- 
hear, they retired to the middle court, where having 
conversed (or a time hy themselves, they returned 
with anxious looks to resume the conversation. 

This was repeated twice ; afferwhich (as we sub- 
sequently understood) Obie briefly related in a loud 
voice the result of this extraordinary conference, 
and all present, except the men of Bonny, shouted 
simultaneously the monosyllable "Yah!" as a token 
of their approbation. 
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111 the mean time, from anxiety to be made ac- 
quainted with what had transpired respecting our- 
selves, we felt rather impatient and uneasy, — the 
iinswer of King Boy to our repeated interrogations 
having been only " plenty of bars !" the meaning 
whereof we were grievously puzzled to define. 
But shortly after the termination of the paliver, 
how transported were we to hear the last-men- 
tioned individual explain hi^nself in broken English 
lo this eifect r " In the conversation which I have 
just had with Obie, I have been induced to offer him 
the goods which he demands for your ransom, on 
the faith that they be hereafter repaid me by Ihe 
master of the brig Thomas, which is now lying in 
the First Brass Biver, and that the value of fifteen 
bars Or slaves be added thereto in European goods, 
and likewise a cask of rum, as a remuneration for 
the hazard and trouble which I shall inevitably 
incur in transporting you to Brass, If you consent 
to these conditions, and on these only I consent to 
redeem you, you will forthwith give me a bill on 
Captain I.ake for the receipt of articles to the value 
of thirty-five bais, after which you will be at liberty 
to leave this place, and go along with me whenever 
you may Ihinlc proper, agreeably lo the understand- 
ing at present existing between Obie and myself," 

This was heavenly news indeed; and we thanked 
King Boy over and over again for his generosity and 
nobleness j for we were too much elaled at the 
time to reflect on the exorbitant demands which he 
had imposed upon us. We immediately gave him 
a bill on Mr. Lake : indeed there was nothing which 
we would not have done rather than lose the oppor- 
tunity of getting down to the sea, which seemed 
BO providentially held out to us, Obie perceived 
by the great and sudden change in our covinte 
nances the joy which filled our breasts ; and having 
asked us whether we were not pleased with his 
arrangements, in the fulness of our hearts, he ex- 
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ticted from us a promise that, on retutning: lo Eng- 
land, we would inform our countrymen that he 
was a good man, and that we would pay him a visit 
whenever we should come again into the country. 

When King Boy came for his hook, I gave il 
him, and he wished lo send it down to the brig, to 
know if it was good. This I had expected, so I 
told him that the booli would be of no use unless we 
were sent along with it, snd that the captain would 
not pay it before he had taken us on board the brig, 
on which he put it into his pocket-book. 

We then bade him farewell, and he took leave of 
us in a kind and cordial manner. 

Fearing that something aiight yet occur to detain 
us, and uTtinnately change the king's resolution alto- 
gether, we were most eager to get out of Uie reach 
of him and his people as.quickly as possible. There, 
fore we lost not a moment, but nastened to our 
lodgings, and havtngsent our people on board Boy's 
canoe, we hurried after them immediately, and em- 
barked at three in the afternoon. And thus ter- 
minated four of the most wretched days of our ex- 
istence. Our own old leaky and shattered canoe 
we are unable to take with us, as it would detain us 
very much, from being so heavy to move along; 
the Damuggoo people will accompany us in their 
own, and every thing is arranged for our departure 
at an early hour to-morrow. 

The Brass canoe, which is now become our 
dwelling, is extremely large and heavily laden. It 
is paddled by forty men and boys, in addition to 
whom there may be about twemy individuals, or 
more, including a few slaves and ourselves, — so 
that the number of human beings will amount to at 
least sixty Like Obie's war-canoes, it is furnished 
with a cannon, which is lashed to the bow, a vast 
number of cutlasses, and a quantity of grape and 
sther shot, besides powder, Hints, tte. It contains 
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ft nuniher of large boxes or chests, which are filled 
with spirituous liquors, cotton, and silk goods, earth- 
enware, and other ariicles of European and other 
foreign manufactures ; besides abundance ol pro- 
visions for present consumption, and two thousand 
yarns for the master of a Spanish slaver, which is 
now lying in Brass river. In this canoe three men 
might sit with ease abreast of each other, and from 
the number of people which it contains, and the im- 
mense quantity of articles of various descriptions, 
some idea of its size may be formed. It has been 
cut out of a solid trunk of a tree, and draws four feet 
and a half water, being more than fifty feet in 
length. But it is so deeply laden that not above 
two inches of the canoe is to be seen above the 
water's edge. Witii its present burden, it would be 
impossible for her to sail on any river less smooth 
than the Niger, and even as it is, when it comes to 
be paddled, there will be danger of its being swamped. 
It is really laughable to reflect that the canoe 
is supplied with two immense speaking-trumpets, 
which, considering the Stentorian lungs of tiie men 
of Brass, are entirely superfluous, and that she is 
commanded by regularly appointed officers, with 
sounding titles, in imitation of European vessels, 
such as captain, mate, boatswain, coxswain, &<:., 
besides a cook and his minions. These distinctions 
are encouraged by King Boy, whose vanity and 
consequence even in the most trilling concerns is 
irresistibly diverting. We shall sleep in the canoe 
to-night, but it is almost unnecessary to say that 
want of room, as in former cases, will be an intol- 
erable grievance. 

Before we embarked, we had taken a little boiled 
yam with palm-oil at Obie's house, and we remained 
two hours lying by the bank. At seven in tlie eve- 
ning we settled ourselves for the night, but found 
that we were exceedingly cramped up from want of 
room, occasioned by the yams being stowed badly. 
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Depanure froni Eboe— Aiidlioira— Suporalilious 



Friday, Noveniber 12lh. — A great tumult arose 
last night between the natives and the men of Brass, 
which might have had aserious and fatal teriuinatiou, 
if the latter had not taken timely precaution to convey 
their canoe from the beach into the middle of the 
stream, whither the natives could not foUoiv them. 
The natives had flocked down to the water's edge 
in considerable numbers, armed with muskets, spears, 
and other offensive weapons, and kept up a oread- 
iul noise, like the howling of wolves, till long after 
midnight, when the uproar died away. During the 
night ray brother experienced a smtfft paroxysm of 
fever, Which left him towards morning very languid 
and heartless. He was prevented from takmg medi- 
cine, not only from our exposed situation, but like- 
wise from its awkwardness and unpleasantness, 
originating from the number of people among whom 
we were literally jammed. Kin^ Boy slept on 
shore with his wife Addizetta, who is Obie'a favour- 
ite dai^hter, and on her account we waited till 
between seven and eight o'clock in the morning, 
when she made her appearance with h-ir husband, 
—who we understand has embraced the present op- 
portunity of making an excursion with her to his 
native country, to vary her life a little by a change 
of air and scene, and to introduce her to his othei 
wives and relatives residing at Brass. She ha% 
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bf^sides expressed a desire to see white men's ships, 
and it is partly to gratify her curiosity in this par- 
ticular tbat aheis goin^ with us. On stepping into 
the canoe, with a spirit of gallantry. Boy handed 
her to the best seat, which was a box, close to which 
he him&elf sat, and which we had relinquished in 
hev favour from motives of delicacy. Her face was 
towards the bow, while my brother and I sat di- 
rectly vis a vis on a heap of yams ; but we were so 
close to the opposite party, that our legs came 
continually in contact, which threatened to produce 
much inconvenience and some confusion. We were 
still further detained by removing various heavy 
articles into another canoe which was lying along- 
side, because ours was pronounced too deeply laden 
to be safe ; but after all she did not appear to be 
lightened very considerably. This being done, at 
half-past seven we pushed off the Eboe shore, and 
for a little while, with forty paddles dashing up the 
silvery foam at the same moment, we glided through 
the water with the speed of a dolphin. To us it 
afforded no small gratification. 

The eyes of man are so placed in his head, thai 
it has been frequently observed, whether sitting or 
standing, he can behold earth and sky at the same 
moment without inconvenience, which is an advan- 
tage, I believe, that no other animal possesses in an 
equal degree, if he does at all. As I was reflecting 
on this circumstance, I happened to cast my eyes 
towards the horizon, to convince myself of its re- 
ality, when I found the tail, masculine figure of 
Obie'? favourite daughter intercepted it entirely from 
my view. Being Uius balked for the moment in 
my intentions, I was instantly diverted from them, 
and I thought the opportunity favourable for study- 
ing the physiognomy and person of King Boy's 
" ladye-'ove." Addizetta may be between twenty 
and thirty years of age, or perfiaps younger, for she 
takes snuff, and females arrive at womanhood ii* 
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? much sooner than in cold ones. 
Her person is tall, stout, and well proportioned, 
though it has not dignity sufficient to be commiind- 
ing; her countenance is round and open, t'jt dull, 
and almost inexpressive ; mildness of manners, even 
ness of temper, and inactivity of body also, mighl 
notwithstanding, I think, be clearly defined in it, 
on the whole she had a perfect virginity of fiiee, 
which betrays not the smallest symptom of feeling. 
Her forehead is smooth and shining as polished 
ebony, but it is rather too low to be noble ; her eyes 
full, large, and beautiful, though languid ; her cheeks 
of a Dutch-like breadth and fulness ; her nose finely 
compressed, but not quite so distinguished a feature 
as the negro nose in general; there is a degree of 
prettiness about her mouth, the lips not being disa- 
greeably large, which is further embellished by a 
set of elegant teeth, perfectly eveij and regular, and 
white as the teeth of a greyhound ; her chin — but 
I am unable to describe a cliiu ; I only know that it 
agrees very well with the other featHres of the face. 
Addizetta seldom laughs, but smiles or simpers 
most engagingly whenever she is more than ordi- 
narily pleased ; and she seems not to be unconscious 
of the powerful influence which these smiles have 
over the mind of her husband. Her dress and per- 
sonal ornaments may be described in few words ; 
the former consisting simply of a piece of figured 
silk, encircling the waist, and extending as far as 
the knees; her woolly hair, which is tastefully 
braided, is enclosed in a net, and ends in a peak at 
the top; Ihe net is adorned, but not profusely, with 
coralbead8,stringsof which hang from the crown to 
the forehead. She wears necklaces of the same 
costly bead, copper rings encircle her fingers and 
great toes, bracelets of ivory her wrist, and enor- 
mous rings, also of elephant's tusks, decorate her 
legs, near the ankle, by which she is almost disabled 
from walking, on account of their ponderous weight 
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, Ihad almost finished tbe scrutiny 
of her person, when Addizetta, observing me regard- 
ing herwith more than common attention, at length 



caught my eye, and turned away her head with a 
triumphant kind of smile, as much as to say, " Ay, 
white man, you may well admire and adore my 
person ; I perceive you are struck with my beauty, 
and no wonder neither ;" yet I immediately checked 
the ill-natured construction which I had put on her 
looks, and accused myself of injustice. For though, 
said I to myself, Addizetta, poor simple savage, may 
be as fond of admiration as her white sisters in more 
civilized lands ; yet her thoughts, for aught I know, 
might have been very remote from vanity and self- 
love. However, that she smiled I am quite certain, 
and very prettily too, for I saw a circling dimple 
radiating upon her full, round cheek, which termi- 
nated in a momentary gleam of animation, and illu- 
minated her dark languishing eye like a flash of 
light— ^nd what could all this mean t I had for- 
gotten to say that the person of Obie's daughter is 
tattooed in various parts; but the incisions, or rather 
lacerations, are irregular and unseemly. Her bosom 
in particular, bears evident marks of the cutting and 
gashing which it had received when Addizetta was 
a child i for the wounds having badly healed, the 
skin over them is risen a full half inch above the 
natural surface. By the side of each eye, near the 
temple vein, a representation of the point of an 
arrow is alone formed with tolerable accuracy. 
They took as though indigo had been inserted into 
tbe riesh with a needle ; and by this peculiarity, with 
which every female's face is impressed, the Eboe 
women are distinguished from their neighbours and 
surrounding tribes. 

Before breakfast, Addizetta was employed above 
an hour in cleaning and poMshingher teelh, by rub- 
bini^ them with tlie tibrous roots of a certain shrub 
cir tree, which are much esteemed and reneratlT 

il.— T 
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naed for the purpose in her own country, as well as 
in the more interior parts. Great part of the day is 
consumed by many thousands of individuals in this 
amusing occupation, and to this cause the brilliant 
whiteness of their teeth for which Africans, gene- 
rally speaking, are remarkable, may be attributed. 

About ten in the morning a mess of fish, boiled 
vrith yams and plantains, was produced for break- 
fast. As King Boy was fearful that our presence 
might incommode his lady, we were desired to move 
farther back, tliat she might eat with additional con- 
fidence and comfort, for alas ! we aie not placed on 
an equality with Addizetta and her kingly spouse. 
When they had breakfasted, and swailowedacalabash 
of water from the stream, we ourselves were served 
with a plateful, and afterward the boat's crew and 
the slaves were Jikewisu regaled with yams and 
water. In the evening another refreshment, similar 
to this, was served round to all j and these are the 
only meals which the men of Brass have during the 
twenty-four hours. Before eating himself. Boy 
makes it a practice of offering a small portion of his 
food to " the spirits of the river," that his voyage 
may be rendered propitious by conciliating their 
good-will. Previous also to his drinking a glass of 
rum or spirits, he pours a few drops of it into the 
water, invoking the protection of these fanciful be- 
ings, by muttering several expressions between his 
teeth, the tenor of which, of course, we do not un- 
derstand. This religions observance, we are told, is 
invariably perfonned whenever the Brass people 
have occasion to leave their country by water, or 
return to it by the same means ; it is called a meat 
and drink onering, and is celebrated at every meal. 
A custom very similar to this prevails in Yarriba, 
at Badligry, Cape Coast Castle, and along the western 
coast generally ; — the natives of those places never 
take a glass of spirits without spilling a quantity 
of it on the ground, as a *' fetish." Li the morning 
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we obserred a branch of the river running out in a 
westerly direction, the course of the main body be- 
ing south-west. 

We stopped awhile at various little villages dur- 
ing the day, to purchase yams, liananas, and cocoa- 
nuts ; and the curiosity of their poor inhabitants at 
our appearance was intense. They are chiefly fish- 
ermen or husbandmen, and notwithstanding our un- 
couth and remarkable dress, they behaved to us 
without rudeness, and even with civility, ao that 
their inquisitive ness was not disagreeable. Speak- 
ing-trumpets, we should imagine, are quite a novelty 
with the men of Brass, by the extraordinary rapture 
which they display for their music, which certainly 
is any thing but melodious. Two of these instru- 
ments, as we smd yesterday, are in the canoe, for 
the convenience of issuing orders; and they have 
not been from the mouths of the officers for ten 
minutes together during the whole day, so great has 
been the desire of all to breathe through them, and 
add to the deafening noises made by their constant 
quarrelling with each other. This is a greatannov- 
ance, but we are constrained to submit to it in 
silence ; besides, it is entirely superfluous, for the 
voices of the people are of themselves loud and 
powerful enough for all the common purposes of 
life; and when they have a mind to strain their 
brazen lungs, no speaJiing-trumpet that has ever been 
made, be it ever so large, could match the quantity 
of horrid sound which they make — it would drown 
the roaring of the sea. In addition to the officers 
and attenitants in the canoe that we mentioned yes- 
terday, we have one drummer, the king's steward, 
and his lady's maid, and two persons to bail out 
water, besides three captains, to give the necessary 
directions for the safety of the canoe. Tlie noise 
made by these fellows as we started, in bawling to 
their fetish through the trumpet, was beyond all de- 
scription. Their object was to secure us a saf« 
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journey, and most certainly, if noise could do bo* 
we were pretty i:eriain of it. The villages that we 
passed in the couvse of the day were very numerous, 
and distant not more than two or three miles from 
each other on the banks of the river. They were 
BUfrounded by more cultivated land than we havQ 
seen this last fortnight; the crops consisting of 
yams, bananas, plantains, Indian corn, &c. &,c., and 
we have not seen so much since leaving Kacunda. 
The banks here seem to be well calculated for the 
growth of rice, and every other grain thai we have 
seen in the interior. The villages had a pleasing 
appearance from the river. The houses seem to be 
built of a light-coloured clay, and being thatched 
with palm branches, they very much resemble our 
own cottages. They are of a square form, with 
two windows on each side of the door, but have no 
upper rooms. 

The villagers seem to be equally as distrustful as 
those above Eboe town in trading with our people, 
for the men only came down with their yams and 
fish, and were atined with guns and swords. The 
Ssh they brought us consisted of cat-fish and shrimps, 
which had been smoked over a wood-lite, and when 
boiled were very palatable. The villagers had no 
tattoo marks; they wear the grass cloth fastened 
round their waists, and the better sort wore prinl«d 
cottons. We engaged two small canoes to carry 
the yams we had purchased. 

In niany places we observed that the river had 
overHowed its banks, and was running between the 
trees and thick underwood. In the widest part, it 
did not seem to be more than a mite and a half 
across. The course of the river has been to^iay 
nearly south-west: its width is sensibly diminishing, 
indeed it is fast dwindling away into an ordinary 
stream. 

Satvrday, November 13/ft. — Perhaps there cannot 
be a e^eater comfort under the sun than sound, and 
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invigorating sleep to the weary; nor, in our opinion, 
a gi'eater grievance ttian the loss of it ; because 
waltefulness, at thoae liours which nature has des- 
tined Ibr repose is, in nine cases out of ten, sure 
to be the hurbinger of peevishness, disconient, and 
ill-humour, and not unfrequentl; induces languor, 
lassitude, and disease. No two individuals in the 
world have greater reason to complain of disturbed 
slumbers or nightly watching than ourselves. Here- 
tofore this has been occasioned chiefly by exposure 
to damps, rains, and dews, mosquito attacks, fright- 
ful and piercing noises, and over-fatigue, or appre- 
hension and anxiety of mind. But now, in the ab- 
sence of most of these causes, we are cramped, 
painfully cramped, for want of room, insomuch that 
when we feel drowsy, we find it impossible to place 
ourselves in a recumbent posture, without having 
the heavy legs of Mr. and Mrs. Boy, with their pro- 
digious ornaments of ivory, placed either on our faces 
or on our breasts. From such a situation it requires 
ahnost the strength of a rhinoqpros to be freed : it 
is excessively teasing. Last night we were par- 
ticularly unfortunate m this respect; and a second 
attack of fever, which came on me in the evening, 
rendered my condition lamentable indeed, and truly 
piteous. It would be ridiculous to suppose that one 
can enjoy the refreshment of sleep, how much soever 
it may be required, when two or more uncovered 
legs and feet, huge, black, and rough, are traversing 
one's face and bi^y, stopping up the passages of res- 
piration, and pressing so heavily upon them at 
times as to threaten suffocation. I could not long 
endure so serious an inconvenience, but prefenea 
last night sitting up in the canoe. My brother was 
indisposed, and, in &ct, unable to follow my example 
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them to awake, and remove them from his face, 
and this enabled him to draw backwards a few 
inches, and place his head into a narrow recess 
which is formed by two boxes. However, this did 
not allow him liberty to turn it either way, and thus 
jammed, with no command whatever over his suf- 
fering limbs, he passed the honrs without sleep, and 
arose this morning with bruised bones and sore 
limbs, complaining bitterly of the wretched moments 
which the legs of Mr. and Mrs. Boy had caused him, 
with their ivory rings and heaps of yams. 

It was not till two o'cltck this morning that we 
arrived at a convenient place for slopping awhile, 
to give the canoe-men rest from their labour ; and at 
daybreak we launched out again into the river, and 
paddled down the stream. At seven in the morning. 
Boy and his wife having landed to trade, I took their 
place, and slept soundly an hour and a half, which 
quite refreshed me. Without encountering any 
thing remaikable, We passed the day in much the 
same manner as yesterday, stopping occasionally at 
certain villages which are scattered along the banks, 
for the purpose of bartering with their inhabitants. 
Plantains, bananas, and yams are cultivated by them 
to an extraordinary and almost incredible extent, 
and for the space of nearly twenty miles scarcely 
any .thing else but plantations of these shrubs and 
vegetables are to be seen. This circumatance has 
led us to infer that the country is infinitely more 
populous than its general appearance would seem to 
indicate. It is flat, open, varied, and beautiful in 
many places, and its soil is a rich dark mould or 
loam. But notwithstanding this extensive cultivated 
tract, and other large and verdant patches, the use- 
less mangrove-tree (rhizophera mangle), with its pen- 
dant branches and impenetrable roots, is fast en- 
croaching on every moist situation the nearer we 
approach the sea. 

We continued our course down the river until two 
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hours afler midnight, when we stopped near a small 
village on the east side of the river. We made fast 
to the shore, and the people settled themselves in 
the canoe to sleep. Having sat up the whole of last 
night, for the best of nil reasons, because I could find 
no room to lie down, in consequence of the crowded 
state of our canoe, and feeling myself quite unequal 
to do the same again, I took my mat and went on 
shore, determined, if possible, to sleep on the ground. 
Overcome by fatigue and the fear of being attacked 
■"" alligators, or any thing else, I selected a dry 
:e, and laid myself down on my mat. I had 
nearly dropped asleep, when I was roused by several 
severe stings, and found myself covered with blacit 
ants. They had got up my trousers, and were tor- 
menting me dreadfully. At first I knew not which 
way to get rid of them, and ran about as fast as I 
could, with the idea of shaking them off me, but 
with all my endeavours it was long before I could 
get rid of them. Our men, Paskoe, Sam, and Jow- 
die, seeing the condition 1 was in, landed from the 
canoe, and made large tires in the form of a ring, and 
I laid down in the midst of them and slept tilt day- 
light. The sting of a black ant is quite as painful 
as that of a wasp. 

Sundai/, JVo»emJer litA. — This morning at daylight, 
when the n:itives brought their fish and yams to our 
people for sale, they did not appear to be at all sur- 

Crised at seeing our white faces, from which 1 am 
id to believe that they have seen white men at the 
seaside. At five in the morning we again resumed 
our course down the river. At ten A. M. we passed 
a small branch of the river running oBf east-south- 

In the course of the day we passed several sand- 
banks in the middle of the river, and our people ran 
the canoe aground on them purposely, to get into 
the water and to have a wash. The sun was exceed- 
mgly powerful, and they appeared to enjoy the water 
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very much. The channels of the rivet on each side 
of the banks appear to be very deep, and the depth 
on the banks I concluded to be about three feet. 
After our people had taken a good wash) we again 
proceeded onwards. 

At seven in the evening we departed from the main 
liver, and took our course up a small branch towards 
Braes town, running in a direction about south-east 
by east from that which we had left. The course of 
the river has been about south, and continued i» the 
same direction when we left it. It has overflowed 
its banks in many places that we passed to-day, and 15 
considerably diminished in its breadth. The widest 
part was not more than a mile and a half across, and 
the narrowest about three hundred yards. We have 
seen many villages in the course of the day, and 
where the banks were not overflown, there was 
much cultivated land. 

At half-past eight in the evening, to our great sat- 
isfaction, we found ourselves influenced by llie tide. 
We had previously observed an appearance of foam 
on the water, which might have been carried up by 
the flood-tide from the month of the river; but we 
now felt certain of being within its influence. We 
were constantly annoyed by the canoe running 
ground on a bank, or sticking fast in the under- 
wood, which delayed our progress considerably, and 
the men were obliged to get out to lighten and lift 
the canoe off' them. Our track was through a nar- 
row creek arched over by mangroves, so as to form 
a complete avenue, which in many places was so 
thick as to be totally impenetrable by the light above. 
At ten P. M. a heavy shower of rain wetted us tho- 
roughly; and after this was over, the dripping from 
the trees which overhung the canoe kept us in con* 
stant rain nearly all night. The smell from decayed 
vegetable substances was sickly and esceedii^ly 
disagreeable. 
Mmdai/, Nmiember 15(A. — Through these gloomy 
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and dismal passages we travelled during; the whole 
of last night, without stopping, unless for a few 
minutes at a time to disengage ourselves from the 
pendent shoots of the mangrove and spreading bram- 
bles in which we occasionally became entangled. 
These luxuriant natives of the soil are so intricately 
woven, that it would be next to impossible to eradt- 
cate them. Their toots and branches are the recep- 
tacles of ooze, mud, and Rlth of all kinds, exhaling 
a peculiarly offensive odour, which no doubt pos- 
sesses highly deleterious qu:ilities. The reason ad- 
duced for not resting during the night was the ap- 
prehension entertained by King Boy of being unable 
" > overtalce his father and brothers this morning, 



parties for the meeting, and we arrived there alrout 
nine o'clock A. M., and found those individuals in 
three large canoes, with their attendants, waiting 
our arrival. Here we stopped, and made our canoes 
fast to the trees, to take refreshment, such as it was, 
and half an hour's rest ; and here we were intro- 
duced to 'the renowned King Forday, who, accord- 
ing to his own account, is monarch of the whole 
country. In one of the canoes sat old King Forday, 
in company with several fetish priests ; the second 
canoe l>elonged to' King Boy, and the third was Mr- 
Gun's. These canoes had come thus far for the 
purpose of escorting us into their country. 

King Forday is a complacent, venerable-looking 
old man, but was rather shabbily dressed, partly in 
the European and partly in the native style. Like 
most savages, his fondness for spirituous liquors is 
extreme, and he drank large potations of rum in our 
presfince, though it produced no visible effect either 
upon his manners or conversation. In the jollity of the 
moment he attempted to sing, but his weak, piping 
roice did not seem to second his inclination, and the 
sound died away from very feebleness. His sub- 

n.-u 
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jects, however, amounting to nearly two hundred 
individuals, testified their approbation of the effort 
by a tremendous "Yah!" shouted simultaneourfy 
byevery voice, which sounded like the roar of a lion. 

During Ihe time we had br^un at breiiklast the tide 
ebbed and left our canoes lying on tlie mud. Break- 
fast beini; over, the fetish priests commenced their 
avocations by murking the person of King Boy from 
head to foot with chalk, in lines, circles, and a va- 
riety of fantastic figures, which so completely meta- 
morphosed him as to rejider his identity rather ques- 
tionable at the distance of only a few yards. His 
usual dress had been thrown aside, and he was al- 
lowed to wear nothing but a' narrow silk handker- 
chief tied round his waist ; on his head a little close 
cap was placed, made of grass, and ornamented with 
large feathers. These, we fomid, were the wing 
feathers of a black and white buzzard, which is the 
fetish bird of Brass town. Two huge spears were 
also chalked and put into his hands, and thus equipped 
his appearance was wild and grotesque. in the ex- 
treme. The same operation was performed on 
the rest of the party, and the fetish priests were 
chalked in the same manner. Our own people were 
merely marked in the forehead, and ourselves, per- 
haps Irom being already white, although our faces 
were not a little tanned, were exempted from the 
ceremony. 

At eleven A, M. we were ordered into King For- 
day's canoe to sit down with him. The old man 
asked us immediately, in tolerably good English, to 
take a glass of rum with him, and having seen ua 
wondering at the strange appearance of King Boy 
and the rest of the party, gave us to understand that 
a consequence of no man having come down the 
river as we had, it was done to prevent any thing 
bad happening to them. We also understood from 
him that a certain rite would be performed to Dju- 
diu, the fetish or domestic god of Brass town, in 
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honour of our coming. The tide was now fast re- 
turning;, and preparations were made for proceeding 
lo Brass town. For this purpose the canoes were 
all arranged in a line, that of Kina: Boy taking the 
lead, ourselves and King Forday in tne next, followed 
by King Boy's brother, Mr. Gun, and the Danm^oo 
people in others, and in this order we proceeded up 
the river. Gun is styled the Utile military king of 
Brass town, from being intrusted with the care of 
all the arms and ammunition, and on this occasion 
he gave us frequent opportunities of witnessing his 



Hie cannon in the bow of his own, and then dropping 
behind again. 

The whole procession formed one of the most ex- 
traordinary sights that can be imagined. The canoes 
were following each other up the river in tolerable 
order, each of them displaying three Sags. In the 
first was King Boy, standing erect and conspicuous, 
his head-dress of feathers waving with the move- 
ments ofhis body, which had been chalked in va- 
nons fantastic figures, rendered more distinct by its 
natural colour ; his hands were resting on the barbs 
of two immense spears, which at intervals he darted 
violently into the bottom of the canoe, as if he were 
in the act of killing some formidable wild animal 
under his feet. In the bows of all the other canoes 
fetish priests were dancing and performing various 
extraordinary antics, their persons, as well as those 
of the people in them, being chalked over in the 
same manner as that of King Boy; and, to crown 
the whole, Mr. tiun, the little military gentleman, 
was most actively employed, his canoe now darting 
before and now dropping behind the rest, adding not 
|i. little to. the imposing eifect aC the whole scene 1^ 
'he repeated discharges ofhis cannon. 

In this manner we continued on till about noon, 
when we entered a little bay, and saw before us, on 
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the south side of it, two distinct groups of buildings, 
one of which is King Forday's town, and the other 
King Jacket's town. The cannons in all the eanoea 
were now fired off, and the whole of the people were 
quickly on the look-out to witness our approach. 
The firing having ceased, the greatest stillness pre- 
vailed, and the canoes moved forward very slowly 
between the two towns to a small island a little to 
the east of Jacket's town. This island is the abode 
of the Dju-dju, or grand fetish priest, and his wives, 
no one else being pennitted to reside there. As we 
passed Forday's town, a salute of seven guns was 
fired off at a small battery near the water. The ca- 
noes stopped near the fetish hut on the island, which 
is a low insignificant building of clay. The priest, 
who was chalked over nearly in the same manner 
as Boy, drew near to the water's edge, and with a 
peculiar air asked some questions, which appeared 
to be answered to his satisfaction. Boy then landed, 
and, preceded by the tall figure of the priest, entered 
the religious hut. Soon after this the priest came 
to the water-side, and, looking on us with much 
earnestness, broke an egg, and poured some liquid 
into the water, after which he again returned to the 
hut. The Brass nien then rushed on a suoden into 
the water, and returned in the same hasty manner, 
which to us appeared equally as mysterious as the 
rest of the ceremony. 

After remaining at the island about an hour, du- 
ring which time Boy was in the hut with the priest, 
he rejoined us, and we proceeded to Forday's town 
and took up our residence at Boy's house. In the 
extraordinary ceremony which we had Just wit- 
nessed, it was evident that we were the persons 
principally concerned ; hut whether it terminated in 
our favour or against us — whether the answers of 
the Dju-dju were propitious or otherwise, we shall 
be able to ascertain only by the future behaviour of 
the Brass people towards ua. 
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We saw with emotions of joy a whitR man on 
shore whila we were in the canoe, waiting the con- 
clusion of the ceremony. It. was a cheering and 
goofly sight to recognise the features of a European 
in the midst of a crowd of savages. This individual 
paid us a visit in the evening; his behaTJouv was 
perfectly affable, courteous, and obliging, and in the 
course of a conversation which we had with him, 
he inCornied us that he is master of the Spanish 
schooner which is at present lying in the Brass river 
for slaves. Six of her crew, who have been ill of 
fever, and are still indisposed, likewise reside in thd 

Tuesday, Nov. 16(A,~0f all the wretched, filthy, 
and contemptible places in this world of ours, none 
can present to the eye of a stranger so miserable 
an appearance, or can offer such disgusting and 
loathsome sights, as this abominable Brass town. 
Dogs, goats, and other animals run about the dirty 
streets, half-starved, whose hungry looks can only 
be exceeded by the famishing appearance of the 
men, women, and children, which bespeaks the 
penury and wretchedness to which they are reduced ; 
while the persons of many of them are covered with 
odious biies, and their huts are falling to the ground 
from neglect and decay. 

Brass, properly speaking, consists of two towns, 
of nearly equal size, containing about a thousand 
inhabitants each, and built on the borders of a kind 
of basin, which is formed by a number of rivulets, 
entering it from the Niger through forests of man- 
grove bushes. One of them is under the domination 
of a noted scoundrel called King Jacket, who has 
already been spoken of; and the other Is governed 
by a rival chief, named King Forday. These towns 
are situated directly opposite each other, and within 
the distance of eighty yards; and are built on a 
marshy ground, which occasions the hula to be always 
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wet. .nother place, called "Pilot's town" by Eu- 
ropeans, from the number of pilots that reside in it, 
is situated nearly at the nioutli of the First Brass 
River (which wa understand is the " Nun" river of 
Europeans), and at the distance of sixty or seventy 
miles from hence. This town acknowledges ihe au- 
thority of both kings, having been originally peo- 
pled by settlers from each of their towns. At the 
ebb of the tide, tlie basin is left perfectly dry, wilh 
the exception of small gutters, and presents a smOOlh 
and almost unvaried surface of black mud, which 
emits an intolerable odour, owing to the decomposi- 
tion of vegetable substances, and the quantity of 
mth and nastiness which is thrown into the basin b^ 
the inhabitants of both towns. Notwithstanding this 
nuisance, both children and grown-up persons may 
be seen sporting in the mud, whenever the tide goes 
out, a)! naked, and smnsing themselves in the same 
manner as if they were on shore. 

The Brass people grow neither yams nor bananas. 
nor grain of any kind, cultivating only the plantain 
as an article of food, which, with th6 addition of a 
little fish, forms their principal article of diet. 
Yams, however, are freelj- imported from Eboe and 
other countries by the chief people, who resell great 
quantities of them to the shipping that may happen 
to be ill the river. They are enabled to do this by 
the very considerable profits which accrue to them 
from their trading transactions with people residing 
farther inland, and from the palm-oil which they 
themselves manufactnre, and which they dispose of 
to the Liverpool traders. The soil in the vicinity 
of Brass ia for the most part poor and marshy, 
though it is covered with a rank, luxuriant, and im- 
penetrable ve^latiou: even in the hands of an 
active, industrious race, it would offer almost insu- 
perable obstacles to general cultivation ; hut with its 
present possessors the mangrove itself can never 
be extirpated, and the country will, it is likely 
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enough, maintain its present appearance till the end 
of time. 

The dwelling in whieh we reside belongs to King 
Boy ; it stands on the extreme edge of the basin, and 
was constructed not long since by a carpenter, who 
came itp the river for the purpose from Calebiir, of 
which place he is a native ; he received seven slaves 
for his labour. The man must have seen European 
dwellings, as this is evidently an attempt to imitate 
them. Its form is oblong, and it contains four apart- 
ments, which are all oji the ground floor, lined with 
wood, and furnished with tolerably made doors and 
cupboards. This wood bears decided marks of its 
having once formed part of a vessel, and is most 
likely the remains of one which was wrecked, we 
hear,' not long ago, on the bar of the river. The 
house has recently been converted into a kind of 
seraglio by King Boy, because he has, to use his own 
expression, " plenty of wives," who require' looking 
aAer. It.^so answers the purpose of a storehouse 
for Euronean goods, tobacco, and spirituous liquors. 
lis rafters are of bamboo, and its thatch of palm- 
leaves. The apartment which we occupy has a 
window overlooking the ha<iin, outside which is a 
veranda, at present occupied by Pascoe and his 
wives. The whole of its furniture consists of an 
old oaken table ; bnt it is supplied with seats made 
of clay, which are raised about three feet from the 
ground. These, together with the Hoor, which is of 
mud, are so soft and wet, as to enable a person to 
thrust his hand into any part of "them, without any 
difficulty whatever. In one comer ooromunicating 
with the other apartments is a door, which is desti- 
tute of a lock, and kept always ajar, except at night, 
when it is closed. One of the sides of the room is 
decorated with an old French print representing the 
Virgin Mary, with a great number of chubby-faced 
angels ministering to her, at whose feet is a prayer 
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un "Our Lady's good deliverance." The whole 
group is designed and executed in very bad taste. 

When the tide is in, the water flows up to the 
doorsand windows of our house, which may perhaps 
account Tor its dampness; it is held in very high 
estimation byits owner, and called an English house. 
The houses m general are built of a sort of yellow 
clay, and the windows are all furnished with shut- 
ters. There ai* several huts opposite the town, 
where the people make salt, alter the rains are 
over; ths water at present is brackish, from the ef- 
fect of thp lains; but in the course of two months. 
Boy tells us that it will be quite salt, when they will 
ogain commence making it. It is an article of trade, 
and appears to be taken in large quantities to the 
Gboe market, where it is exchanged for yams, the 
cowry shell not being circulated lower down the 
river than Bocqua. The principal employment of 
the people consists in making salt, fishing, boiling 
oil, and trading to the Eboe country, for not a par- 
ticle of cultivated land is to be seen. They live ex- 
clusively on yams and palm-oil, with sometimes t 
small quantity of fish. They bring poultry from th( 
Eboe country, but reai very little themselves, ano 
what they have are carefully preserved and sold to 
the ships that frequent the river. 

A little palm-oil would be a greatluxury tous, bit 
King Boy will not give us any. Our allowance cob 
^ists of lialf of a small yam each day ; but this even 
■ng. King Boy being out of the way, two of hix 
jvives brought ua half a glass of rum each, andfooi 
yams : this was a great treat to us, but a considers 
ble risk to them, for had Boy discovered the theft, 
it is more than likely he would have had them 
flogged and sold. 

Wet and uncomfortable as is our dwelling, yet it 
is mfinitely more desirable and convenient than our 
confined qnarters in the canoe, for here we have the 
pleasure of reposing at full length, which is a luxury 
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we could not have purchased on the water at any 
price. The Spanish captain visited us again this 
morning', and left the town in the afternoon on hia 
return to his vessel: slaves, he tells us, are very 
scarce, and obtained with difficulty and expense. 

To-day [ was requested to visit King Forday, and 
I accordingly complied with the summons. His 
house is about a hundred yards distant from that of 
King Boy, and on entering it I found him sitting 
half-drunk, with about a dozen of his wives and a 
number of dogs, in a small filthy room. I was de- 
sired to sit down by his side, and to drink a glass of 
rum. He then gave me to understand, as well as 
he could, that iC was customary for every white man 
who came to the river, to pay him four bars. 1 ex- 
pressed my ignorance and surprise at this, but was 
soon silenced by his saying, " That is my demand, 
and I shall not allow you to leave this town until 
you give me a book for that amount." Seeing that 
I had nothing to do but to comply with his demand, T 
gave him a bill on Lake, the commander of the 
English vessel, after which he said, " To-morrow 
you may go to the bri^, take one servant with you : 
but your mate" {meaning my brother) " must remain 
here with your seven people, until my son. King 
Boy, shall bring the goods lor himself and me ; atler 
this they shall be sent on board without delay." 
Much as 1 regretted the necessity of parting with 
my brother, 1 was obliged to agree to this arrai^e- 
ment; and with the hopes of profiting by it, I told 
King Forday that we were all very hungry, and 
begged him to send us a fowl or two, which he 
promised to do. 

In order tliat I might make a decent appearance 
ttefore my countrymen to-morrow, I have been 
obliged to sit all the afternoon with an old cloth 
wrapped round mc, until my clothes were washed 
and dried. It is now six in the evening, and the 
mean old king has sent us neither fowls nor yams. 
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This is the most starvingplace that I have yet seen. 
Mr. (run has given us two meals since our arrival 
here, consisting of a little pounded yam, i(nd fish 
stewed in palm-oil, and for this he has the impu- 
dence to demand two muskets in psynient. These 
fellows, lite the rest on the coast, are a set of im 
posing rascals, little better than downright savages 
We are told that they have absolutely starved tliree 
white men to death lately, who were wrecked in a 
slaving vessel, when crossing the bar. 
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Wednesday, November 17tL — 1 had determined that 
one of our men should accompany me down the 
river ; and at ten o'clock, having taken leave of my 
brother and the rest of our party, we embarked ift 
King Boy's canoe, with a light heart and an anxious 
mind. Although distant alWul sixty miles from the 
mouth of the nver, our journey appeared to me al- 
ready completed, and all our troubles and difficulties 
I considered at an end. Already, in fond anticipa- 
tion, 1 was on board of the brig, and had found a 
welcome reception from fier commander, — had re- 
lated to him all the hardships and dangers we had 
undergone, and had been iisfer.ed to with commise- 
ration, — already had I assured myr.elf of his doing 
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all he could to enable me to fulHl my engagements 
with these people, and thought ourselves nappy m 
finding a vessel belong'iiig to our own country in the 
river at the lime of our arrival. These meditations, 
and a, train of others about home and friends, to 
which Ihey naturally led, occupied my mind, aa our 
canoe passed through the narrow creeks, iwmetimes 
winding under avenues of mangrove-trees, and at 
others expanding into small lakes occasioned by the 
overflowing of the river. The captain of the canoe, 
a tail sturdy fellow, was standing Up, directing its 
course, occasionally hallooing, as ws'came lo a turu 
in the creek, to the fetish, and where an echo was 
returned, half a glass of rum and a piece of yam and 
fish were thrown into the waler. 1 had never seen 
this done before; and on asking Boy the reason 
why he was throwing away the provisions thus, he 
asked, " Did you not hear the fetish T" The captain 
of the canoe rephed, "Yes." "That is for the 
fetish," said Boy ; " if we do not feed him and do 
good for him he will kill us, or make us poor and 
sick." I could not help smiling at the ignorance of 
the poor creatures, but such ia their firm belief. 

We had pursued our course in this manner, which 
had been principally to the west, till about three in 
the afternoon, when we came lo a branch of the 
river about two hundred yards wide, and seeing a 
small village a short distance before us, we stopped 
there for the purpose of obtaining some dried fish. 
Having supplied our wants and proceeded on, about 
an hour afterward we again slopped, that our people 
might eat something. Boy very kindly presented 
me with a large piece of yam, reserving to himself 
all the fish we had got at the village, and after mak- 
mg a hearty meal off them, he fell asleep : while he 
was snoring by my side, the remainder of the fish 
attracted my notice, and not feeling half satisfied 
with the yam he had given me, I felt an irresistibis 
inclination to taste them. Conscience acquitted 
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nie on the score of hunger, and hinted that such an 
opportunity should not be lost ; and accordingly, 1 
very quickly demolished tvro small ones. Although 
eutirely raw, they were delicious, and I do not re- 
member to have enjoyed any thing with a belter 
relish in all my lire. 

There is scarcely a spot of dry land to be seen 
anywhere ; all is covered with water and mangrove- 
trees. Alier remaning about half an hour here, we 
again went forward, and at seven in the evening ar- 
rived in the Second Brass River, which is a large 
branch of the Quorra. We kept our course down 
it about due south, and half an hour afterward 1 
heard the welcome sonnd of the surf on the beach. 
We stilt continued onward, and at a quarter before 
eight in the evening we made our canoe fast tb a 
tree for the night, on the west bank of the river. 

Thursday, Noiianber 18tk. — This morning I found 
my clothes as thoroughly wet from the effects of the 
dew as if I had been Wing in the river all night in 
stead of the canoe. This was disagreeable enough, 
hut 1 had gone through as bad before, and a short 
time, I flattered myself, would put an end to all such 
trouble. At five in the morning we let go the rope 
from the tree, and took our course in a westerly di- 
rection up a creek. At seven we arrived in the 
main branch of the Quorra, which is called the river 
Nun, or the First Bi^sa River, having entered it op- 
posite to a large branch, which King Boy informed 
me runs to Benin. The direction of the river Nun 
was here nearly north and south, and we kept on 
onr course down the stream. 

About a quarter of an hour after we had entered 
the river Nun, we descried, at a distance before us, 
two vessels lying at anchor. The emotions of de- 
Ijgh! which the sight of them occasioned are quite 
beyond my powers of description. The nearest to 
as was a schooner, a Spiunsh slave-vessel, whose 
captain we had seen at Brass town. Our canoe 
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was quiclily by her side, and 1 went on board The 
captain received me very kindly, and invited nie to 
take some spirits and water with him. He com- 
plained sadly of the sickly state of the crew, assert- 
ing that the river was extremely unhealthy, and that 
he liad only been in it six weeks, in which time he 
had lost as many men. The remainder of his crew, 
consisting of thirty persons, were in such a reduced 
state, that they were scarcely able ti> move and 
were lying about his decks i lore resemo.mg f.K»le- 
tons than living persons. I ^ould do no good here, 
so I took my leave of the captain, and returned into 
the canoe. 

We now directed our course to the English brig, 
wliich was lying about three hundred yards lower 
down the river. Having reached her, with feelings 
of delight mingled with doubt, I went on board. 
Here I found every thing in as sad a condition as I 
had in the schooner; four of the crew had just died 
of fever; four more, which completed the whole, 
were lying sick in their hammocks, and the captain 
appeared to be in the very last stage of illness. He 
had recovered from a severe attack of fever, and 
had suffered a relapse in consequence of having 
exposed himself too soon, which had nearly been 
fatal to him. I now stated to him who 1 was, ex- 

Slaiued my situation to him as fully as I could, and 
ad my instructions read to liim by one of his own 
people, that he might seel was not imposingonhim. 
I then requested that he wouldredeem us by paying 
what had been demanded by King Boy, and assured 
him that whatever he might give to him on our 
account would certainly be repaid him by the British 
government. To my utter surprise and consterna- 
tion, he flatly refused to give a single thing, and ill 
and weak as he was, made use of the most olfensive 
and shameful oaths I ever heard. "If you think," 

said he, " thatyou have a fool to deal with, you 

are mistaken; I'll not give ab y flint foi your 
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bill ; 1 would not give a for it." Petrified with 

amazement, and horror-struck at such conduct, 1 
shrank from him with terror- I could scarcely be- 
lieve wh^ 1 hdd heard,, till my ears were assailed by 
a repetition of the same. Disappointed beyond 
measure by such brutal conduct from , une of my 
own countrymen, I could not have beheved it possi- 
ble ; my feelings totally overpowered me, and I was 
ready to sink with ^ief and shame. I returned to 
the canoe, undetermined how to act, orwhat course 
to pursue. Never in my life did I feel such humilia- 
tion as at this moment. In our way through the 
country we had been treated well; we had been in 
the habit of making such presents as had been ex- 
pected from us ; and, 3bo\e all, we had maintained 
our character among the natives, bj^ keeping onr 
promises. This was now no longer in my power, 
as my means were all expended ; and when, as a last 
and, as I had imagined, a certain resource, I had 
promised the price of our ransom should be paid by 
the first of our countrymen that we might meet 
with, on the best of all securities, to be thus,refused 
and dishonoured by him would, 1 know, degrade ua 
sadly in the opinion of the natives, if it did not les- 

As there were no hopes that the captain of this 
vessel would pay any thing for us, I went on board 
agmn, and told King Boy that he must take us to 
Bonny, as plenty of English ships were there. " No, 
no," said he, " dis captE|in no pay, Bowiy captain no 
pay; I won't take you any further." As this would 
not do, I again had recourse to the captain, and im- 
plored him to do something for me, telling him that 
if he would let me have only ten muskets. Boy might 
be content with them, when he found that be could 
get nothing else. The only reply I received was, 
"I have towyou already I will not let you have evea 
afiint.sobothermenomore." — "But Ihave ^brother 
and eight people at Brass town," 1 said to him ; " and 
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it you do not iiifend to pay King Boy, at least per- 
suaile him to bring them here, or else he Will poison 
or starve my brother before I can get any assistance 
from a man-of-wiir, and sell all my people." The 
only answer. I received was, " If you can get theiii 
on board, I will take them away ; but, as I have told 
you before, you do not get a. flint from me." I then 
endeavoured to persuade Boy to go back for niypeo- 
pie, and that he shunid be paid some time or other. 
" Yes," said the captain, " make haste and bring 
them." Boy very n'iturally required some of his 
goods before he went, and it was with nosmall diffl- 
culty I prevailed on liim afterward to go without 
them. 

The captain of the brig now inquired what men 
1 had ; and on my telling him that 1 had two sea- 
men, and three others who might be useful to him 
in working his vessel, his tone and manner towards 
me soilened a little. He agreed with* me that they 
might be useful in getting the brig out of the river, 
as half of his crew were dead, and the other half 
sick i 80 1 took courage and asked hitn for a piece of 
beef to send to my brother, and a small quantity of 
rum, which he readily gave me. 1 knew that my 
brother, as well as myself, much needed a change of 
linen, but I could not venture to ask such a thing 
from the captain with much hopes of success ; so the 
cook of the brig appearing to be a respectable sort 
of m;m, I applied to him, and lie produced me in- 
stantly three white shirts. King Boy was now ready 
to depart, not a little' flisconteuted, pnd I sent my 
man into his canoe with the few things I had been 
able to obtain, and a note for my brother. I desired 
him to give Antonio an order on any EngUsh captain 
that he might find at Bonny, for his wages, and also 
one for the Damuggoo people, that they mi^ht re- 
ceive the small present I had promised to their good 
old chief, who had treated us bo well. At two in 
the afternoon King Boy left me, promising to return 
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with my brother and people in three days, but grum- 
bling- at not having been paid his goods. 

1 now endeavoured to njake myself as comfort- 
able as I could in the vessel; and thinking that the 
captain might change his behaviour towards me 
when he got better, I determined to have as little to 
nay to him till then as possible. 

Friday, November 19(A. — This morning Captain 
Lake seemed to be much better, and 1 ventured 1o 
ask him for a change of linen, of which I was in 
great want. He readily compbed with my request, 
and I enjoyed a luxury which 1 had not experienced 
a long tmie. In the. course of the morning I con- 
versed with him about our travels in the country, 
and related the whole particulars of the maimer in 
which we had been attacked and plundered at 
Kirree. 1 explained to him how King Boy had 
saved us from slavery in the Eboe country, and 
how much we felt indebted to him for it. I endeav- 
oured to impress this on his mind particularly, as I 
still hoped to bring him round to pay Boy what I 
had promised him. Having laid w before him as 
fully as I was able, and pointed out to him the bad 
opinion Boy would have of us, and the injurious 
tendency towards Englishmen in general that would 
result from not keeping our word with him, which 
it was in his power to enable us to do, I asked him 
to give me ten muskets for my bill on ^vernment. 
He had listened to my story with attention, but I no 
sooner advanced my wants, than with a furious oath 
he repeatedhisrefusal,and finding him as determined 
as ever he had been, I mentioned it no more. He 
moreover told me, in the most unkind and petulant 
manner, "ff your brother and people are not here 
in three days, I go without them," This 1 believed 
he would not do, as the men would be of service to 
him, but I had Boy's promise that they should be 
with me at that time. 

In tlie middle of the day, tha pilot who had 
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brought fte vessel into the river" carte on board 

and demanded payment for it, which gave me an 
opportunity of seeing more of tbe dispoGition of Mr. 
Lake. TTie jrilot had no sooner made his business 
known than Lake flew into a violent rage, cursing 
him and abusing him in the most disgusting language 
he could use ; he refused to payhim any thing, what- 
ever, and ordered him to go out of the ship imme- 
diately. Whether Lake was right or wrong in this 
I know not, but I was shocked at his expressions, 
and the pilot reluctantly went away, threatening 
that he would sink his vessel if he offered to leave 
the river without paying him his due. I was rather 
surprised to hear such language from the pilot, and 
doubted his meaning, tHl I found that he had a bat- 
tery of seven brass guns at the town on the eastern 
side of the river near its entrance, which, if well 
managed, might soon produce that effect. This 
town, as before observed, is named Pilot's town, 
being the established residence of those who con- 
duct vessels over the bar. 

Saivrday, November 20lA. — Captain Lake con- 
tinues to recover from his illness. This morning 
( asked him if he would take ns to Fernando Po 
when we left the river. This he refused, saying 
that the island had been given up, that there was 
not a single white man on it, and that we could get 
no assistance there ; but that if all my people should 
arrive by the morning of the 23d, he would land us 
at BMia, a small island in the river Cameroous, 
whither he was going to complete his cargo, and at 
this island he said 1 should Rnd a white man, who 
keeps a store for Captain Smith. I was quite satis- 
lied with this arrangement, feeling assured that 1 
should get every thing I might want from him. 

My chief concern was about my brother, and I 
much feared that the vessel would sail without him, 
for there was no dependence on the captain, so little 
did he care for lis, or the object of our visiting tiie 

II— X 
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country. I toiik an opportunity of begging him, in 
the event of my brother and the men not arriving 
by tiie S3d, to wait a little longer for them, asserting 
at the same, time that if he went away without them 
they would bu assuredly starved, or sold aa slaves, 
before I could return to them with assist-jnce. I 
might have just as well addressed myself to the 
wind. " I can't help it, i shall wait no longer," 
was the only reply he made me, in a surly, hasty 
tone, which convinced me that all attempts to rea- 
son with him would be fruitless. 

In the afternoon the chief mate and three Kroo- 
men were sent away by his direction to sound the 
bar of the river, in order to know whether there 
was sufficient depth of water for the vessel to pass 
over it. The pilot who had been dismissed so per- 
emptorily yesterday was determined to have his 
revenge, and being naturally on the look-out, had 
observed the movements of the boat. So favourable 
an opportunity was net to be lost; and accordingly, 
watching her, he despatched an armed canoe, and 
intercepted her return at the mouth of the river. 
The mate of the brig and one of the Krooraen were 
quickly made prisoners and conveyed lo the Pilot's- 
town, and the' boat with the remainder sent back 
with a message to the captain, that they would not 
be given up until the pilotage should be paid. Lake 
must have felt annoyed at this : but whether he did 
or not, he treated it with the greatest indifference, 
saying Ihat he did not care, he would go to sea with- 
out his mate or the Kroomen either, and that he 
was determined not to pay the pilotage. 

Sunday November iil^i.:— Nothing remarkable oc- 
curred to-day. My thoujjhts were entirely occu- 
pied by my brother, and I felt very anxious for his 

Monday, November 32rf. — My anxiety for my 
brother's safety made me very unhappy, and I was 
on the look-out the whole day for him and our men 
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Lake, observing the distress I was in, told me not 
to trouble myself any more about them; adding, 
that he was snre he was dead, and that I need not 
expect to see him again. "If he had been alive," 
said Lake, "he would have been here by this time; 
to-morrow morning I shall leave the river." Such 
unfeuling and inhuman conduct from this man mily 
tended to increase my dislike for him, and without 
paying him any attention 1 kept looking out for my 
party. Such was my ansiety, that I was on the 
look-out long after dark, and could not s'eep all 
night. 

Tuesday, November 23d. — This morning, to my 
great joy and to the mortification of Lake, the sea 
breeze was so strong that it raised a considerable 
surf on the bar, and prevented us from getting out. 
This was an anxious time, and the whole of the 
day my eyes were riveted to the part of the river 
where I knew my brother must come, without my 
seeing any thing of him. The day passed away in 
tedious watching, and the night was far spent with- 
out my seeing him. About midnight I saw several 
large canoes making their way over to the west 
bank of the river, in one of which I imagined that 
I could distinguish my brother. I observed them 
soon after land, and saw, by the fires which they 
made, that they had encamped under some man- 
grove-trees. All my fears and apprehensions van- 
ished in an instant," and I was overjoyed with the 
Ihoughts of meeting my brother in the morning. 

The captiun of the brig, having observed Uiem, 
suddenly exclaimed, •* Now we shall have a little 
fighting to-morrow; go you and load seventeen 
muskets, and put five buckshot into each. I will 
take care that the cannon shall be loaded to the 
muzzle with balls and flints, and if there is anyrow, 
[will give them such a scouring as they never hiul.'" 
He then directed me to place the muskets and'thit- 
lasses out of sight, near the stem of the vessel, and 
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said to nie, "The inBtant that your people conieon 
boiird, call them aft, and let them stand by the arms 
Tell them, if tliere is any row, to arm themselves 
directly, and drive all the Brass people overboard," 
This was summary work with a vengeance, an4 
every thing betokened that Lake was in earnest. 1 
saw clearly that he was resolved on adopting severe 
measures, and he appeared Co possess all the deter- 
mination necessary to carry tiiem through. 

1 could not help feeling otherwise than distressed 
and ashamed of leaving the Brass people in this 
manner, but I had no alternative. There was no 
one to whom I could apply for assistance in my 
present situation except the captain of this vessel, 
and to him I bad applied in vain. My entreaties 
were thrown away on him, and even the certainly of 
an ample recompense by the British government, 
which I had held out to him, had been treated with 
contempt. I had no hopes, therefore, from this 
quarter. Boy had refused lo take us to Bonny, as- 
serting tliat if he could not be paid here he should 
not be there, and to go back to Brass town would 
be deliberately returning to starvation; my last re- 
source, therefore, was to put the best face on the 
business that 1 could, and as no other plan was lefi 
me, to get away by fair means or -fou^ and let the 
blame mil where it was incurred, 

Wednesday, November S4lh. — This mornipg at day- 
break 1 was on the look-out for my brother, and ob- 
served him and the people get into the canoe. They 
were no sooner embarked than they ali landed again, 
which I could account for in no other way, than by 
supposing that it was the intention of Boy to keep 
them on shoie until he had received his goods. 1 
was not long in this stale of anxiety, for at about 
seven o'clock they embarked and were brought on 

My brother's journal, which here follows, contains 
aa account of tfae<«iPentBwbich fell under his notice 



T, Gooylc 



JOHN L&KOEn s 



" Wednetdag, November nih. — Thi3 mornill? my 
brother, attended by one of our men, quitted this 
town with King Boy and suite, leaving the remainder 
of the party and myself behind, as hostages for the 
fultilment of the conditions which we entered into 
with him inthe Eboe co'uiltry. For myself, though 
greatly chagrined at this unforeseen arrangement, I 
could not from my heart altogether condemn the 
framer of it, for it is quite natural lo suppose tiiat a 
savage should distrust the promises of Europeans, 
when he himself is at all times guilty of breach of 
faith and trust, not only ih his trading transactions 
with foreigners, biit likewise in familiar intercourse 
with his own people. FordSiy is the cause of it, and 
he displays all the artifice, chicanery, and low cun- 
ning of a crafty and corrupt mind. Therefore, after 
a moment's reflection, I was not much surprised at 
the step which King Boy has taken, nor can I be very 
angry with htm; and I akn resolved to wait with 
coiiiposure his return, and consequently, my release 
from this miserable place, though I have begun to 
consider with seriousness what will become of im 
in the event of Lake's refusal to honour the bill 
which we have sent him. Besides I am rather un- 
easy on our people's account, for during these two 
or three days past they have had scarcely any thing 
to eat, and we are now left entirely destitute, nor do 
I know where to obtain relief. The Damuggoo peo- 
ple are with us likewise, and they are interested in 
my brother's return equally as ttmch ia myself. In- 
Htead of being our guides and protectors, these 'poor 
creatures have shared in our calamity ; their little all 
has either been lost or stolen, or else expended in 
provisions; wid, like us, they are reduced to weat 
distress and wretchedness. They will remain nere 
in order to receive the few things which we have 
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promised them and their chief: but, should Lake 
object to part with his goods, we shall give them a 
note to the master of any Kng-lish vessel at Bonny, 
whither they are destined to go, requesting him to 
pay the poor stnuigera their demands. 

" Thursday, November lath. — After a good deal of 
solicitation and importunity, we received this mojn> 
iag four small yams from the wives of King Boy, 
who informed us that the same number of yams will 
be given us daily. Our people, having nothing else 
to eat, make a kind of broth of this vegetable ; at 
first, it was of course a most insipid mess, but, with 
the addition of a little salt, it is rendered more pala- 
table. We sent to King Forday, in the afternoon, 
for a few plantains, or any thing that could be eaten; 
but the gloomy old savage shook his head, folded 
his arms, and refused. All our people complaining this 
evening of hunger, languor, and indisposition. For 
myself I am fast recovering. 

" Friday, November ISiA. — The man that accom- 
panied my brother to the brig in the river returned 
this afternoon without him, and gave me the follow- 
ing letter from my brother, which is dated from 

"'Brasi River, November I8lh, 1830. 
" ' Dear John — You will be surprised to learn that 
I did not arrive here tilt this morning ; when 1 canie 
on board, I experienced a very cool reception from 
Lake, the master. He is apparently in the last stage 
of fever; but though in so alarming a state, he told 
me with an oath, after I had m^e my business 

known to him, that he would not give a flint for 

any government bill whatever ; as- for King Boy, ho 

swore that he would rather send him to the than 

give him anything* You may guess my emotion on 
this intelligeuce ; I knew not what to say or do. i 
wished to return to Brass with King Boy, and pro- 
posed his taking us to Bonny, where I told him thai 
I had no dcMbt we should be more kindly received : 
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but Boy answered, that if Lake, who is in his own 
river, refuse to pay him, how could he expect lo be 
paid in a stranffe country 1 Therefore he would not 
take me from the vessel. In this dilemma 1 remon- 
strated earnestly with Lake, who has at length 
agreed to tamper with Boy, and promises to enter 
into an arrangement with him for the payment of 
the debt, as soon as he shall have browght you and 
the people in safety to the vessel, but Rjt tfll then. 
Poor Boy looked sullen and disconcerted at this 
proposal, though he has agreed to act as desired. 
My dear brother, I have little news to tell you from 
England, because the captain's manners are uncivil 
and repulsive, and 1 do not like to weary him with 
superfluous questions in the present irritable state 
of his feelings ; 1 can only learn, and I tcU you of 
it with deep sorrow, that our good King George is 
dead. I herewith send you a jwece of beef and a 
bottle of rum, which have cost me much pains to 
procure, but I know how greatly all of you stood in 
needof something, and therefore I have sacrificed my 
feelings to necessity. I am sorry that I cannot fulnl 
my promise of sending you wearing apparel; a 
couple of shirts, which belonged to a seaman who 
died l^ely, is all that I can get. I suppose you will 
leave Brass town to-morrow evening; in that case 
you will be with me on Saturday, and it is needless 
to say I shall wait your arrival here with impatience. 
Lake is ejctreraely peevish and ill-tempered j but,aal 
have alrlady told you, he is alarmingly ill, and there- 
fore every allowance is to be made for him of course. 
His mate and great part of his crew have died of 
fever, and the others (except two) are either down 
with the same disorder, or slowly reeoveiwg from 
the effects of it. 

" ' I am, &c. &c. — R. Lander.' 

" Nothing could exceed my regret and consterna- 
tion oil the perusal of this letter ; and somehow, I 
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alDiost lireaded to meet with King Boy. Well kitow 
ii>g how much it would influence his behaviourto- 
wards us, we had been cBreftil to represent lo that 
individual the thaults and cheering whichhe would 
receive from our countrymen ihe moment he should 
take UB on board the English brig; that hie would 
be favoured and caressed beyond measure, and re* 
ceive plenty of beef, bread, alid rum. His face nsed 
to shine with delight on anticipating so luxurious a 
treat ; and he had uniformly been iit a better hutnour 
after listeninff to these promises of ours than any 
thing else could have made hmi. The contrast be- 
tween his actual reception on board the Thomas, to 
tliat which his own fancy and our repealed assurances 
had taught him to expect, was too dreadful to think 
on even a moment; and for this Reason, as much as 
any other, 1 looked forwaril with something of ap- 
prehension and anxiety to an interview with this 
savage ; because 1 knew, that after the cutting dis- 
appointment which he had experienced, he would be 
under the influence of strongly-excited feelings and 
storiny passions, over whicli he exercises no con- 
trol. I was convinced, too, that the whole weight 
of his resentment, and the fury of tiis rage, wmild 
fall upon me, for I am completely in his power. 

" TTie interesting moment at length arrived. We 
heard King Boy quarrelJing with his women, and 
afterward walking through their apartments towards 
ours, muttering as he went along. He eiifered it, 
and stood still. I was reposing, us I usually do for 
the greater part of the day, upon a mat which is 

f laced on the seat of wet clay ; but on perceivine him, 
lifted my head without arising, and reclineait on 
my hand. He looked Axedty upon me, and I re- 
turned his glance with tiie same unshrinking stead- 
fastness. But his dark eye was flashinguitli anirer; 
while his uptumedlip.whichexposed his white teeth, 
quivered with passion No face in the world could 
cOnvey more forcibly to the mind the feeling of con- 
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tempt ai)d bitter scorn, than the distorted one before 
me. It WHS dreadfully expressive. Drawineiip the 
left angle of his mouth nn a parallel with his eyes, 
he broke silence with a sneering', long-drawn ' Eh !' 
and, almost choked with r>i^, he cursed me-; ^nd in 
a lime and manner which it is infinitely out of my 
powertodeacribe.hij spoke to the foUowing effect .-^ — 
' 'Vou are thief man ; English captain no will ! Yon 
assured me, when I took yOu from ttie Eboe coiin. 
try, that lie would be oveijoyed to see me, and give 
me plenty of beef and mm ; 1 received frorii him 
neither the one nor the other. Bh ! English captaiD 
no will. I gave a quantity of piocla'tb free yoii from 
[he slavery of Obie ; I took you into my own ca- 
-loe i you were hungry, ahd 1 gave you yam and 
fish ; you were almost naked ; 1 was sony to see 
you so, becanse you were white men arid Btrahgers ; 
and I gave each of you a red cap and a silk hand- 
kerchief. But youare nogood — you are thief man. 
Eh ! English captain no will ; lie no will. Yoii !ilso 
told me tiiat your countrymen would do this (taking 
off his cap and flourishing it in circles over his 
head), and cry hurra, hurra, on receiving me on 
board their vessel; you promised my wife a necklace, 
and my father four bars But, Eh ! Endish captain 
no will; he tell me he nO will-; yes, I will aatisly 
your hunger with plenty more of my fish and yams; 
and your thirst wUl I quench with mm and p^m- 
wine. Eh 1 you thief man, you are no good ; Eng- 
lish captain no will!'- He then stamped on the 
ground, and gashing at me with his teeth like a dog, 
he cursed me again and again. 

" It is true, 1 did not feei perfectly easy at this 
severe rebuke, and under such taunting reproaches; 
but I refrained from givii^ utterance to a single 
thought till after he had concluded his abuse and 
nnatheniatizing. Had a spirited person-been in my 
situation, he might have knocked him down, and 
might have had bb b^d iik'-ii off forhisp^ns'; but 
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as Tor me, all such kind of spirit is gone out of iiw 
entirely. Besides, we had unintenti()na.l1y deceived 
King Boy, and I also bore in mind the kindness 
which he had done us in ransoming us from a state 
of slavery. Most of what he had asserted was 
most unquestionably Irue ; and in some measure I 
was deserving his severest reprehension and dis- 
pleasure. 

" The fury of Boy having been somewhat appeased 
by my silence and submission, as well ashy his own 
exlraordinaiy and violent agitation, I ventured mildly 
to assure him, on the strength of my brother's let- 
ter, that his suspicions were entirely groundless ; 
that Mr. Lake had certainly a will or inclination to 
enter into arrangements with him for the payment 
of his just demands ; and that when he should con- 
vey our people and myself to the Thomas, every 
thinK would be settled to his complete satisfaction. 
He half believed, half mistrusted my words ; and 
shortly afterward quitted the apartment, threaten- 
ing, however, that we should not leave Brass till it 
suited liis own pleasure and convenience. 

" It is really a most humiliating reflection, that we 
are reduced to the contemptible subterfuges of deceit 
and falsehood, in order to cany a point which mig^ht 
so easily have been gained by straightforward in- 
tegrity. But Lake's conduct has left us no alterna- 
tive ; and whatever my opinion of that individual 
may be, he must surely be destitute of all the manly 
characteristics of a British seaman, as well as of 
the more generous feelings of our common nature, 
to be guilty, on a sick bed, of an action which might, 
for aught he knew or cared, produce the most seri- 
ous consequences to his unfortunate countrymen in 
a savage land, by exposing them lo the wretched- 
ness of want and the miseries of slavery ; — lo 
mockery, ill-usage, contempt, and scorn ; and even 
to death itself. 

" Salurdaj/, November 20ih. — King Boy has not 
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cisiled us to-day, though wc hare teceived the cus- 
tomary allowance of four yams from liis women. 
Ill addition to which, Addizetta made us a present of 
half a dozen this morning, as itu acknowled^eiil 
for the benelit she had derived tVom a.dose of lauda- 
num which I gave her last night for llie puipose of 
removing pain from the lower regions of the sto- 
inacli, a complaint by which she says she is occa- 
sionally visited. People are in better spirits this 
evening, on account of the increased quaiility of 
vams received. 

"Sunday, November 2Is(. — This morning I dis 
missed the poor Damuggoo people, with a note to 
the master of either of the English vessels lying in 
the Bonny river, requesting him to give the bearers 
three barrels of gunpowder, and a few muskets, on 
the faith of his being paid for the same by his ma- 
jesty's government. They left Brass in their own 
canoe, quite dejected and out of heart; and Antonio, 
the young man who volunteered to accompany us 
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is brother to the present and eon of the late king of 
Bonny. 

" Monday, Noeember 32rf. — One or two crafty little 
urchins, who are slaves to ICing Boy. have bioughl 
us a few plantains to-day as a gift. They had been 
engaged in pilfering tobacco-leaves from an adjoin- 
ing apartment, to which our people were witness* i ; 
and Ihe juvenile depredators, fearing the conse- 
quences of 3 disclosure, bribed them to secrecy in 
the manner already mentioned. Boy's women have 
also been guilty, during the temporary absence of 
their lord and master, of stealing a quantity of rum 
from the store-room, and distributing it among their 
friends and acquaintance : and they have lesojted to 
Ihe same plan as the boys lo prevent the exposure 
which they dreaded. Ou>; of them, who acts as 
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duenna, is the faTourite and conMante of Boy, and 
sbe wears a banch of keys round her neck in token 
of her authority. She has likewise the care of all 
her master's effects; and as a further mark of dis- 
tinction, she is allowed the priTilege of using a walk- 
ing-stick wllh a knob at the end, which is her con- 
stant companion. This woman is exceedingly good- 
natured, and indulges our men with a glass or two 
of rum every day. 

" bast evening King Boy, stripped to the skin, and 
having his body most hideously marked, ran aboai 
the town like a maniae, with a spear in hia hand, 
calling loudly on hia D)ii-dju ; and uttering a wild, 
frantic cry at every corner. It appears, that one of 
his father's wives had been strongly suspected of 
adulterous Intercourse with a free man residing in 
the town ; and that this strange means was adopted, 
in pursuance of an ancient custom, to apprize the 
iiihabilants publicly of the circumstatice, ajid implore 
the counsel and assistance of the god at the exami> 
nation of the parties. This morning the m^e ag- 
gressor was found dead, having swallowed poison, it 
IS believed, to avoid a worse kind of death ; and the 
priest declaring his opinion of the guilt of the sur- 
viving party, she was. immediately sentenced to be 
(Jrowned. Therefore, this afternoon the ill-fated 
woman was tied hand and foot, and conveved in a 
Cano^ to the main body of the river, into which she 
was thrown without hesitation, a weight of some 
ic/.id having been fastened to her feel for the purpose 
of sinking her. She met her death with incredible 
firmness and resolution. The superstitious people 
believe, that had the deceased been innocent of the 
crime laid to her charge, their god would have saved 
her life, even after she had been flung into the river ; 
but because she perished, her guilt is with thnm un- 
ijuestionably attested. The mother of the deceased 
is not allowed to display any sighs of sorrow oi 
■adness at the untimely death of her daughter; foi 
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were she- to do. so, tlur same dreadful pBotBhinei^ 
would be inflicted upon her: Tor,' say the @raa(i 
people, * if E parent should, mourn and weep oyet 
Ot& late of a child giiilty of so heioous a crime, ws 
should pronounce her instantly to be as criminal a* 
her daughter, and to have tolerated her offence. 8«t 
if, on the contrary, she betray no n>ateroa)'tender. 
ness, nor bewail her bereavement in tears and groans, 
we should then conclude her to be entirely ignorant 
of the whole transaction ; she would thus give a 
tacit acknowledgment to the justice of her sentence, 
and rejoice to be rid of an object that would only 
entail disgrace on her as long as she lived.' 

" Our people are become heartily tired of their 
situation, rati impatient to be gone. They were re- 
galed with ail extra quantity of rum last evening, 
by their female fheud the duenna; when their 
grievances appearing to ihem in a more odiouB ligM 
than ever, they bad the courage to go in a bpdy to 
King Boy, to demand an explanation of his inten- 
tiona towards them. They told him indignantly, 
eUher to convey them to the English brig, or sell 
teem for slaves to the Spaniards : for, said they, we 
would rather lose our liberty than be kept here to 
die of hunger. Boy returned them an equivocating 
answer, but treated them much less roughly than I 
had reason to anticipate. Afterward, 1 went my- 
self to the same individual, and with a similar motive ; 
but for some time i had no opportunity of convers- 
ing with him. It is a kind of holyday here, and most 
of the Brass ^ople, with their chiefs, are merrv 
with intoxication. Aa well as 1 can understand, 
during the earlier part of the day they were engaged 
in a solemn religious observance ; and since then 
King Forday has publicly abdicated in favour of Boy, 
who is his eldest son. I discovered those individuals 
in a court annexed to the habitation of the former, 
surrounded by a great number of individuals with 
bottles, -lasi»B, and decanters at their feet ; thev 
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wer^ rU in u Blate of drunkenness, more or lesb; 
and all had their faces and bodies chalked over in 
rude and various characters. Forday alone sat in 
achair; Boy was at his side ; and theothers, among 
whom was our (Hend Gun, and a drummer, were 
sitting around on blocks of wood, and on the trunk 
of a fallen tree. The chairman delivered a long 
oration, but he was too tipsy, and perhaps too full 
of days, to speak with grace, auimalion, or power; 
therefore, his eloquence was not very persuasive, 
and his !iodding hearers, overcome with drowsiness, 
listened to him with scarcely any attention. TTiey 
smiled, however, and laughed occasionally; but 1 
could not find out why they did so ; 1 don't think 
they themselves could tell. The old chief wore an 
English superfine beaver hat, and an old jacket that 
once belonged to a private soldier: but the latter 
was so small that he wa»( able only to thrust an 
arm into one of its sleeves, the otiier part of die 
jacket beingthrown upon his left shoulder. These, 
with the addition of a cotton handkerchief, which 
was tied round the waist, were his only apparel. By 
far the most showy and conspicuous object in the 
yard was an immense umbrella, made of figure 
cotton of different patterns, with a deep fringe Of 
coloured worsted, which was stuck into the ground. 
But even this was tattered and lorn, and dirty withal, 
having been in Forday's possession for many years, 
and it Is used only on public and sacred occasions. 
I had been sitting among the revellers till the speaker 
had finished his harangue, when I embraced the op- 
portunity, as they were about to separate, of en- 
treating King Boy to hasten our departure for the 
vessel. He was highly excited atid elated with 
liquor, and, being in an excellent temper, he promised 
to take us to-morrow. 

" Tuesday, November 23d. — It required little time 
to take leave of the few friends we have at Brass, 
and we quitted the town, uot only without regret 
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but Willi emotions of peculiar pleasure — King B»y, 
with thrp-e of his women, and his suite, in a lai^ 
canoe, and our people snd myself in a smaQer one. 
Addinetta would gladly have accompaQJed her hus- 
band to the English vessel, for her desire to see il 
was naturally excessive ; but she was forbidden by 
old Forday, who expressed some squeamishness 
about the matter, or rather he was jealous that on 
her return to her father's house in the Eboe country, 
she would give too high and favourable, an opinion 
of it to her friends, which might in the end produce 
consequences highly prejudicial to his interests. 

" We stopped awhile at a little fishing village at no 
great distance from Brass, where we procured a few 
fish and abundance of young cocoanuts, the milk of 
which wassweet and refreshing. Continiiing.our Jour- 
ney on streams and rivulets, intricately windiuK 
through mangroves and bramble, which have been al- 
ready spolteiiof, we entered the main bodj; of the river 
in time to sec thesun setting behind a glorious sky, di- 
rectly before ua. We were evidently near the sea, be- 
cause the water was perfectly salt, and we scented 
also the cool and bracingsea-breeze, with feelings of 
satisfaction and rapture. However, the wind soon 
became too stormy for our. fragile canoe ; the waves 
leaped into it over the bow, and several times we 
were in danger of being swamped. Our companion 
was far before us, and out of si^ht, so that, for the 
moment, there was no possibility of receiving as* 
sistanee, or of lightening the canoe ; but happily, in 
a little while we did not require it, for the violence 
of the wind abating with the disappearance of the 
sun, we were enabled to continue on our way mlh- 
out apprehension. About nine o'clock in the even- 
ing we overtook the largo canoe, and the crews both 
having partaken of a slight refreshment of fish and 
plantain together, we passed the ' Second B'au 
Riuer,' which was to the left of us, in company. 
Here it might have been somewhat more than half 
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a mile in breadth ; and though it was dangerously- 
rough for a canoe, with greatprecautinn we reached 
the opposite side in s^ety. From thence we could 
perceive,inthe distance, the. long-wisfaed-forAtlautic 
with the moonbeams, reposing in peaceful beauty 
upon its surfdce, and coiitd also, hear the sea break- 
ing and roaring over the swdy bar which stretches 
across the mouth of the river. The solemn voice 
of ocean never sounded more melodiously in my ear 
than it did at that moment; O! it was enchanting as 
the harp of David. Passing along by the left bank, 
we presently entered the ' Firit Brass River' which 
is the ^ Nun,' of Europeans, where, at midnight, 
we could faintly distinguish the masts and rigging 
of the English brig in the dusky light, which ap- 
peared like a duk and ragged cloud above the hori- 
zon. To me, however, no sight could be more 
charming. It was beautiful as the gait's of paradise, 
and my heart fluttered with unspeakable delight, as 
we landed in silence on the beach opposite the brig, 
near a few straggling huts, to wait impatiently the 
dawn of to-morrow. 

" Wednesday., November S4(A. — This was a happy 
morning, for it restored me to the society of my 
brother and of my countrymen. The baneful etFecTs 
of the climate are strongly impressed upon the coun- 
tenances of the latter, who, instead of their natural 
healthy hue, have a pale, dejected, and sickly appear- 
ance, which Is quite distressing to witness. How- 
ever, the crew of the Spanish schooner look infi- 
nitely more wretched i they have little else but their 
original forms remaining \ they crawl about like 
beings under a curse ; they are niere shadows or 
phantoms of men looking round for their burjing- 
place. No spectacle can be more mortifying to 
man's pride than this; nothing can give him a more 
humiliating sense of his own nothingness. It is veiy 
much to b« wondered at why Europeans in general, 
and Englishmen in particular, persevere in sending 



T, Gooylc 



their fellow-creatures to this Aceldama or Gol^ntha, 
as the African coast is sometimes not inappropriately 
caHed: they might as well bury them at once at 
home, and it is pleasanter far to die there ; but in- 
terest and the lust of gain, like Aaron's rod, seem 
to swallow up every other consideration." 

My brother had now joined me, and my station 
duriii;!; the time the canoii was coming from the 
shore to the vessel had been by the cannon j it was 
the only one on board, but it had been loaded as 
Luke had directed, and pointed to the gangway of. 
the bri^, where the Brass people musi come. The 
muskets were all ready, lying concealed where Lake 
had directed them to be placed, and he repeated the 
same orders that he had given me yesterday, re- 
specting the part my people were to take in the busi- 
ness. Lake received my brother civilly, but imme- 
diately expressed his determination to dismiss Boy 
without giving him a single article, and to make the 
best of his way out of Ihe river. A short time after 
his arrival, a canoe arrived at the beach with Mr. 
Spittle, the mate of the brig, as prisoner, who imme- 
diately sent a note off to the captain, informing him 
that the price of his liberation was the sum demanded 
for the pilotaM of the vessel over the bar of the 
river. He said further, that he was strictly guarded, 
but that notwithstanding this he did not despair of 
making his escape if Lake could wait a little foi 
him. The vessel had been brought into the river 
about three months before, but Lake would never pay 
the pilotage, and now all he did was to send Mr. 
Spittle a little bread and beef. The amoiint de- 
maiided was about fifty pounds' worth of goods, 
which it was quite out of the question that Lake 
would ever pay. 

Meanwhile King Boy, full of gloomy forebodings, 
had been Ungering about the deck. He had evi- 
dently foresight enough to suapuct what was to 

II.— Y 
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take place, and he appeared troubled and nneasy, 
and bewildered in thought. The poor fellow was 

Suite an altered person; his habilnal haughtiness 
ad entirely forsaken him, and given place loan 
humble and cringing demeanour, A plate of meat 
was presented to him, of which he ate sparingly, and 
showed clearly that he was thinking more of his 
promised goods than his appetite, and a quantity of 
rum that was given to him was drunk carelessly, 
and without affording any apparent satisfaction. 

Knowing how things were likely to terminate, 
we endeavoured to get Boy into a good-humour, 
by telling him that he should certainly have his 
goods some time or other; but it was all to no pur- 
pose ; the attempt was a complete failure ; the pres- 
ent was the only thing in his mind. We really 
pitied hira, and were grieved to think that our prom- 
ises could not be fulfilled. How gladly would we 
have made any personal sacrifice rather than thus 
break our woi'd ; for although we had been half- 
starved in his hands, yet we felt ourselves indebted 
to him for having taken us from the Eboe people and 
bringing us to this vessel. 1 rummaged over the 
few things left us from our disaster at Kirree, and 
found to my surprise five silver bracelets wrapped 
up in a piece of flannel, I was not aware of having 
these, therefore I immediately oflered them to him. 
along with a native sword, which, being a very great 
curiosity, we had brought with us from Yarriba with 
the intention oftakingit to England. Boy accepted 
of these, andmy brother then offered hininis watch, 
for which he had a great regard, as it was the gift 
of one of his earliest and best friends. This was 
refused with disdain, for Boy knewnot its value ; and 
calling one of his men to look at what he said we 
wished to impose on him in lieu of his bars, both of 
them, with a significant groan, turned from us with 
scorn and indignation, nor would they speak tons or 
even look at us again. Our mortification was now 



T, Gooylc 



HF-PARTtmi; OF KINO BOY, 283 

complete ; but we weye helpless, and the fault waa 
not with ns. 

Boy now ventured to approach Captain Lake on 
the quarter-deck, and, with an anxious, petitioning 
couiitenance, asked for the goods which had been 
promised him. Prepared for the desperate game he 
was about to play, it was the object of Lake to gain 
as much time as possible, that he might get his ves- 
sel under way before he eaine to an open rupture. — 
Therefore he pretended to be busy in writing, and 
desired Boy to wait a moment. Becoming impa- 
tient with delay. Boy repeated his demand a second 
and a third time, "Give me my bars." — "I no will!" 
said Lake, in a voice of thunder, which one could 
hardly havp expected from so emaciated a frame as 

his. " 1 no will, I tell you ; I won't give you a 

flint. Give me my mate, you black rascal, or [will 
bring a thousand inen-of-war here in a day or two ; 
they shall come and bum down your towns and kill 
every one of you; bring me my mate!" Terrified 
by tlie demeanour of Lake, and the threats and oaths 
he made use of, poor King Boy suddenly retreated, 
and seeing men going aloft to loosen ihe sails, ap- 
prehensive of being carried off to sea, he quickly 
disappeared from the deck of the brig, and was soon 
observed making his way on shore in his canoe, with 
the rest of his people ; this was the last we saw of 
liim. In a few minutes from the time Boy had left 
the vessel, the mate, Mr. Spittle, was sent off in a 
canoe; so terrified were the Brass people that a man- 
of-warwouid come and put Lake's threats into exe- 

At ten in the morning, the vessel was got undei 
way, and we dropped down the river. At noon the 
breeze died away, alid we were obliged to let go an 
anchor to prevent our drifting on the western break- 
ers at the mouth of the river. A few minutes more 
would have been fatal to tis, and the vessel was for- 
tunately stopped, although the depth of water where 
she lay was only five fathoms. The rollers, as the 
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large high waves are callecl, which came into the 
river over the bar, were so high, that they sometiinea 
passed nearly over the bow of the vessel, and caused 
her to ,ride very uneasily by her anchor. We had 
been obliged to anchor imme<liately abreast of the 
Pilots' town, and expected every moment that we 
should be fired at from their battery. Time was of the 
greatest importance to us ; we had made Boy our 
enemy, and expected, before we could get out of the 
river, he would summon his people and make an at- 
tack on us, while our party amounted only to twenty 
men, two-thirds of whom' were Africans. The pilot 
aisoywhom Lake had offended so much, is known to be 
a bold and treacherous ruffian. He is the same per- 
son who steered the brig Susan among the breakers, 
by which that vessel narrowly escaped destruction, 
with the loss of her windlass andan^nchorand cable. 
The fellow had done this merely with the hopes of 
obtaining a part of the wreck, as it drifted on shore. 
Another vessel, a Liverpool oil-trader, was actaaiiy 
lost on the liar by the treachery of the same indi- 
vidual, who, having effected his purpose by placing 
her in a situation from which she could not escape, 
jumped overlxiard and swam to his canoe, which 
was at a short distance. The treatment of the sur- 
vivors of this wreck is shocking to relale : they were 
actually stripped of their clothes, and allowed to die 
of hunger. It would be an endless task to enumsrate 
all themisdeeds that are laid to this fellow's charge, 
which have, no donbt, lost nothing by report; hut, 
after making all reasonable alloivances for exajgee- 
ration, his character appears in a moat revolting light, 
and the fact of his i-unning these vessels on the bar 
proves him to he a desperate apd consummate vil- 
lain. This same fellow is infinitely more artful and 
intelligent than any of his countrymen, and is one 
of the handsomest black men that we have seen. 

Not long after we had dropped the anchor, we ob- 
served the pilot, with the help of a glass, walking 
on th*i beach and watching us occasionally. A 
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Diultitude of half-naked suBpicious-looking fellows 
were likewise strag'gling along the shore, while 
others' were seen emerging from a grove of cocoa- 
trees and the thick bushes near it. These men 
were all armed, chiefly with muskets, and tliey sub- 
sequently assembled in detached groups lo the num- 
ber of several hundreds, and appeared to be consult- 
ing about attacking the vessel. Nothing leas than 
this, and to bo fired at from the battery, was ex- 
pected by us ; and there is no doubt that the strength 
and loftiness of the brig only deterred them from 
so doing. The same people were hovering on the 
beach till very late in the evening, when they dis- 
persed ; many of them could be seen even at mid- 
night, so that we were oliliged to keep a good look- 
out till the morning. 

Thursday, Novemher 25;'i.— The vessel rode very 
uneasily all night, in consequence of the long heavy 
waves which set in from the bar; these are tech- 
nically called by sailors ground-awell, being different 
from the waves which are raised while the wind 
blows ; the latter generally break at the top, while 
the former are quite smooth, and roll witji greal 
impetuosity in constant succession, forming a deep 
furrow between them, which, witli the force of the 
wave, is very dangerous to vessels at anchor. Our 
motions were still closely watched by the natives. 
About eleven we got under way, but were obliged to 
anchor again in the afternoon, as the water was not 
deep enough for the vessel to pass a er the bar. — 
The mate sounded the bar again, and placed a buoy 
as a mark for the vessel to pass over in the deepest 

Friday, November 36iA. — The wind favouring us 
this morning, we made another attempt at getting 
out of the river. We had already made some pro- 
gress when the wind again died away, and the cur- 
rent setting us rapidly over to the eastern breakers, 
we were obliged to let go an anchor to save us fima 
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desttuetion. We eould see nothing of the buoy, and 
have no doubt that it was washed away by the cur« 
rent; our anchorage was in threeandalialf fathoms 
water, and the ground-swell, which now set in, 
heaved the vessel up and down in such a frightful 
manner, tliat we expected every moment to see the 
chain cable break. As aoon as we dropped our an- 
chor, the tide rushed past the vessel at the rate of 
eight miles an hour. After the ebb-tide had ceased 
ranning, the swell gradually subsided, and the vesae. 
rode easUy. 

The mate was again sent to sound the bar, and in 
about three hours afterward returned with the in- 
formation that two fathoms and three-quarters was 
the deepest water he couid find. The bar extends 
across the mouih of the river in the form of acres- 
cent, leaving a very narrow and shallow entrance 
for vessels in the middle, which is generally con- 
cealed by the surf and foam of the adjacent breakers. 
When the wind is light and the tide high, and the 
surface of the water smooth, excepting in a few 
places, the bar is then most dangerous. We ob- 
served several fires made by the natives on the 
beach, which were supposed to be signals for us to 

■Saturday, November 27th. — We passed a restless 
and most unpleasant night. The captain and the 
people were much alarmed for the safety of the 
brig. The heavy ground-swell which set in, in 
creased by the strength of the tide, caused her lo 
pitch and labour so hard, that a man was placed to 
watch the cable and give notice the moment it com- 
plained, — a technical expression, which meant the 
moment it gave signs of breaking. Daylight had 
scarcely dawned when the pall of the windlass 
broke. The purpose otthis is to prevent the wind- 
lass from turning round on its axis against any stram 
lo which it may be subjected, and consequently it was 
no sooner broken than the wmdlass flew round wiUt 
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of the cable wliich was passed round it. The chain- 
cable ran out so swiftly, that in half a minute the 
windlass was broken to atoms. My brother and I 
with our people rendered all the assistance in our 
power to prevent the ship from driftiiig. We suc- 
ceeded in fastening- the cable to ring-bolts in the 
deck, until we got sufficient of it clear to go round 
the capstan, which we had no sooner effected, than 
the ring-bolts were fairly drawn out of the deck by 
the strain on the cable. 

About eight A. M. a terrific wave, called by sailors 
a sea, struck the vessel with tremendous force and 
broke thechain cable. " The cable is gone!" shouted 
a voice, and the next instant the captain cried out 
in a firm, collected tone, "Cut away the kedge!" 
which was promptly obeyed, and the vessel was 
again stopped from drifting among 'he breakers. 
The man who had been stationed to look out on the 
cable came running aft on deck as soon as he had 
given notice of the danger, calling out that all was 
over. — " Good God !" was the passionate exclamation 
of every one, and a slight confusion ensued. But 
the captain was prepared for the worst ; he gave his 
orders with firnmess, and behaved with promptness 
and decision. 

We were riding by the kedge. a small anqhor, 
which, however, was the only one left us, and on 
which the safety of the brig now depended. The 
breakers were close ilnder our stern, aiid this was 
not expected to hold ten minutes, — it was a forlorn 
hope — every eye was fixed on the raging surf, and 
oui heaita thrilled with agitation, expecting every 
moment that the vessel would be dashed in pieces. 
A few long and awlVtl minutes were passed in this 
state, which have left an indelible impression on 
our minds. Never shall I forget the chief mate 
saying to me,' " Now, sir, every one for hiniself ; a 
few minutes will be the last with us." The tumult 
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noua sea was raging in mountainous waves close 
by us, thftir foam (iasliing against the sides of the 
brig, which was only prevented from being carried 
among them by a weak anchor and cable. The na- 
tives, from whom we could expect no favour, were 
busy on shore making iaige fires, and other signab, 
for US to desert the brig and land at certain places, 
expecting, no doubt, every moment to see her a prey 
to the waves, and those who escaped their fury to 
fall into their hands. Wretched resource I the sea 
would have been far more merciful than they. 

Such was our perilous situation, when a fine sea- 
breeze set in, which literally saved us from destruc- 
tion. The saOs were loosened to relieve the anchor 
from the strain of the vessel, aud she rode out the 
ebb-tide without drifting. At ten A.M. the tide 
nad nearly ceased ruuiing out, and the fury of the 
sea rather abated, but it was quite impossible thai 
the brig could ride out another ebb-tide where she 
lay, with the kedge anchor alone to hold her: the 
only chance left us, therefore, was to get to sea, and 
tlie captain determined on crossing the bar, although 
there appeared to be little chance of success. At 
half-past ten A. M. he manned the boat with two 
of our men, and two ICroomen belonging to the brig, 
and sent them to tow, white the anchor was got on 
board. This had no sooner been done than the 
wind fell light, and, instead of drifting over to the 
western breakera as yesterday and the day before, 
the brig was now set towards those on the eastern 
aide, and ag^n we had a narrow escape. With the 
assistance of the boat and good management, we at 
length passed clear over the bar on the edge of the 
breakers, in a depth of quarter less three fathoms, 
and made sail to the eastward. Our troubles were 
now at an end : by the protection of a merciful 
Providence we ha!d escaped dangers, the very 
thoughts of which had filled us with horror; and 
with a grateful heart and tears of joy for all his 
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mercies, we oiTered up a silent prayer of thanks for 
our deliverance. 

The bar extends about four or five miles from the 
mouth of the river in a southerly direction, but is 
by no means known. This river is by far the best 
place on the whole coast at which small vessels may 
procure oil, as it is the shortest distance from the 
Eboe country, where the best palm-oil is to be had 
in any quantity. The Eboe oil is pronounced to be 
superior to that of any other part of the country 
which is brought to the coast. The river is not 
much frequented, owing probably to its beiiig un< 
linown, and the difficulty of crossing the bar ; for not 
more than five English vessels have been known to 
come to it, two of which are stated to have been 
lost, and a third to have struck on the bar, but being 
a new strong vessel, she beat over It into deep 
water. I would recommend the master of any ves- 
sel going to the river for palm-oil to provide himself 
with two good strong six-oared boats for towing, 
and a double complement of Kroomen. The expense 
of ten or twelve Kroomen would be trifling, as they 
only require a few yams and a little palm-oil to eat. 
and they are always ready to perform any laborious 
work wnich may be required of them. If 'masters 
of vessels coming to the river would send a boat 
before to sound, and have two good six-oared boats 
towing, I think there would be no danger of any be- 
ing lost, as has been the case with some from being 
weakly maimed. Vessels are got under way with a 
fine breeze, and when they arrive in the most dan- 
gerous part it dies away, and if there are no boats 
reaiiy for towing, nothing can save them from de- 
struction. 

Vessels going out of the river are usually recom- 
mended to keep as near as possible to tlie western 
breakers, but 1 should think this very uangerous, un- 
less there is sufficient wind to keep command of 
them. When a vessel leaves her anchorage in tba 

II.— Z 
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river, she will be set by the current over to the 
western breakers, and when half way to the bar, 
will be set over to the eastern, as we were. The 
river in the month of December and January would, 
1 Ihink, be safest, as the rains in the interior will 
[hen be over, and all the extra water will have been 
discharged which it has received in the extent of 
country through which it runs. When no English 
vessels are in the river, the people of Bonny come 
and purchase the palm-oil from the Brass people, 
probably for the purpose of supplying the ships in 
their river, as well as for their own uses. 

Sunday, November 38iA. — This morning we dis- 
covered a strange vessel on our starboard beam, 
which directly made sail in rhase of us. Afler firing 
a gun to make us stop, or bring us to, as the sailors 
expressed ii, she sent a boat on board of the brig, 
and we found her lo be the Black Joke, tender to 
the British commodore's ship. We reported our- 
selves to the lieutenant commanding her, in the 
hopes of his taking us on board of his vessel and 
landing us at Accra, from whence I thought it would 
be easy to find our way by one of his majesty's ships 
to Ascension or St. Helena, from either of which 
olaces aft opportunity would offer for us to get home 
without delay. His orders, however, were to run 
down the coast as far as the Congo, and he recom- 
mended us to go to Fernando Po, where we should 
find every assistance and a vessel about to sail 
soon for England. Having ol>iaii:ed from us the in- 
telligence that the Spanish slaver wns lying' in the 
river Nun ready to sail, he immediately altered his 
course for that river, for the purpose of captur- 
ing her. Captain Lake agreed to land us in his boat 
at Fernando Po, as he passed the island on his way 
to the river Cameroons, and we again made sail to 
the eastward. 

Wednesday, Decanber 1st. — The last twodays were 
employed in making the passage to Fernando Po 
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and this morning, to our great satisfaction, we dis- 
covered the island. We were glad to get out of this 
vessel, for the unfeeling commander, notwithstand- 
ing that our men had rendered him every assistance 
in getting his brig out of the river, and had done 
every thing required of them, afterward employed 
every means he could think of to annoy us and 
make us uncomfortable while we were with him. 
At night, while the people were sleeping, he would 
make his men draw water and throw it over them 
for mere amusement. There are many commanders 
as bad as he is on the coast, who seem to vie with 
each other in acts of cruelty and oppression. The 
captain of the palm-oil brig Elizabeth, now in the 
Calebar river, actually whitewashed his crew from 
head to foot, while they were sick with fever and 
unable to protect themselves ; hia cook suffered so 
much in the operation, that the lime totally deprived 
him of the sight of one of liis eyes, and rendered 
the other of little service to him. 

In the afternoon we were happily landed at Clar- 
ence Cove, in the island of Fernando Po, where we 
were most kindly received by Mr. Becrotl, the act- 
ing superintendent. This worthy gentleman readily 
supplied us with changes of linen, and every thing 
we stood in need of, besides doinfc all he possibly 
could to make us comfortable. The kindness and 
hospitality we received from him, and Dr. Crichton 
in particular, we shall be grateful for as long as we 

Accustomed as we had been during the last month 
to the monotonous sameness of a low, flat country, 
the banks of the river covered with mangroves over- 
hanging the water, and in many parts, in consequence 
of its extraordinary height, apparently growing out 
of it ; the lofty summit of Fernando Po, and the 
still loftier mountains of the Cameroons on the 
distant mainland, presented a sublime and magnifi- 
cent appearance. The highest mountmn of tha 
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CamerooDs is » striking feature on this part of the 
coast, being more Ihan thirteen thousand feet high. 
The land in its vicinity is low and flat, which renders 
the appearance of this mountain still more imposing, 
as it towei-s majesticall}' over the surrounding coun- 
a solitary grandeur. Jt divides the embouchures 

the spacious rivers old Calebar and Del Rey, on 
the west, from the equally important one of the 
Cameroons on the east. The island of Fernando 
Po is detached about twenty miles from the coast, 
and appeared to us, when we first saw it, in two lofty 
peaks connected by a high ridge of land. The 
northern peak is higher than the other, which is 
situated in the southern part of the island, and rises 
gradually from the sea to the height of ten thousand 
seven hundred feet. In clear weather the island can 
be seen at the distance of more than a hundred 
mites ; but this is not always the case, as the summit 
is most frequently concealed by clouds and fogs, 
which are common at certain seasons of the year. 

As we approached the island in fine weather and 
with a moderate wind, we had ample time to observe 
it. The ihore is formed mostly of a dark-colonred 
rock, and covered with trees -which reach down to 
the water's edge. The whole of the lower part of 
the island is covered with fine forest trees of various 
descriptions, extending about ihree-fourihs up the 
sides of the mountain, where they become thinly 
scattered, stinted in their growth, and interspersed 
with low bushes and a brown dry grass. In various 
parts patehes of cultivated ground may be seen 
along with the huts of the natives, presenting, 
with the luxuriant foliage of the trees, a mass of 
verdure in tiie most flourishing condition. Nature 
has here done her utmost ; the whole appearance of 
the island is of the most beautiful description, and 
fully justifies its title to the name of Ma Formosa, 
signifying " Beautiful Island," which it first received. 
As we approached it still nearer, the stupendous pre- 
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cipices and wide fissures near the summit of the 
principal inountaii) b«came nioredistinct by the con- 
trast between their dark recesses luid the lijfhts on 
the projecting rocks, until, by our proximity lo the 
shore, the whole became concealed behind the lesser 
heights next to the sea. 

Until the year 1827, the island lay forsaken and 
neglected in its piimitive condition, ikeither the Por- 
tuguese nor Spaniards having tlioiight it worth their 
consideration. Atlength theall^ntionofthe British 
Eovernment was directed to it, in consequence of its 
favourable position for putting; a stop to the slave- 
trade in that quarter of Africa. Situated within a 
few hours' sail of the coast, in the immediate vicinity 
of those rivers, commencing with the Cameroons 
on the east, and extending ^ong the whole of the 
Gold CoasI, where the principal outlets of this un 
lawful traffic are found, Fernando Po presented ad- 
vantages which were sufficient to authorize a settle- 
ment being formed on it; and Captain W. Owen 
sailed from England for this purpose in his majesty's 
ship Eden, with the appointment of governor, and 
with Commander Harrison under his orders. Cap- 
tain Owen had been previously employed nn an ex- 
tensive and difficult survey of the coasts of Africa 
both in the Atlantic and Indian oceans, in which the 
shores of !his island were included ; and therefore, 
having visited it before, he was no stranger either 
to its nature and resources, or to the climate in which 
it is situated. Previous to the arrival of Captain 
Owen, the island had been occasionally visited by 
some of the ships of war on the African station, for 
the purposes of obtaining supplies of vegetables and 
water ; and perhaps now and then a Liverpool ship 
would be seen there waiting for palm-oil, or recov- 
ering the health of her crew from fevers obtained 
in the rivers on the coasL As the natives reside at 
some distance in the interior, the arrival of a ship of 
war at the island was announced to them by ths 



T, Gooylc 



Sili CLARENOt. 

discharge of a cannon on board, whieli was sufliciem 
to bring them to the seaside with whatever vegeta- 
bles, poultry, and otlier articles they mislit wrsli to 
sell. The articles most demanded by them in re- 
turn were pieces of iron hoop, knives, and nails. 
At first a piece of iron hoop about six inches long 
would purchase a pair of fowls or four yams, so 
much value being attached by the natives to iron. 

The business of forming a new settlement is a 
species of service that requires the exercise of cer- 
tain qualities of the mind which it is not the good 
fortune of every one to possess. In addition to the 
pernicious effects of the climate on European con- 
stitutions, there were people on the island who, al- 
though they might be unable to offer any serious im- 
pediment to the progress of the settlement, it was 
necessary to conciliate rather than to treat with hoa- 
tilLty, and for this no one could have been better 
calculated than Captain Owen. Whatever may 
have induced him to relinquish the appointment' of 
governor, no measures for gaining the friendship of 
the natives, and thereby securing their good-wiii to- 
wards the colony, could have been better than those 
which he adopted,and the ciiiefs even now frequently 
mention his name. 

The part selected as the site of the proposed set- 
tlement was on the northern side of the island, on 
the borders of a small cove formed by a narrow neck 
of land projecting out from the shore on the eastern 
side of it. This was named " Point William ;" and 
the cove, together with the whole establishment, was 
called " Clarence," after his most gracious majesty, 
who was then Lord High Admiral of Great Britain. 
Point Adelaide, with two small islets off it connected 
by a sand-bank, forms the western boundary of the 
cove, and is distant about half a mile from Poini 
William. Goderich Bay lies to the east, and Cock- 
bum Cove to the west of Clarence Cove. Under 
the able directions of Captain Owen, the various 
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buildings were planned while the operation of clear- 
ing the ground was going forward. A flagstaff, 
which formerly stood on the extremity of Point 
William, has been removed to the governor's house, 
and 3 large commodious building, wilh a few solitary 
pakO'trees near it, is the flrst which attracts atten- 
tion. This building is assigned as the hospital, and 
is judiciously situated here, as it is the most ex- 
posed to the sea-breeze, and stands completely iso- 
wted from the rest of the setllemetit, both which 
precautions are of no small importance in the climate 
of Fernando Po. A small round-topped building at 
a short distance from the hospital, with a few huts 
near it, and surrounded by slakes, was formerly the 
magazine ; and near it is another large building used 
as the marine barracks. The officers' quarters and 
those of the African corps are next in succession, 
jmd aimounce their military character by a piece of 
artillery mounted close to them, and pointed towards 
the cove. The governor's house, a large, spacious 
building, stands eminently conspicuous on the pre- 
cipice of the shore beneath, which is the landing-place. 
From hence a fatiguing walk leads immediately to 
it up an ascent of about one hundred feet. A battery 
of seven guns were landed for this purpose from his 
majesty's ship Esk, which are placed in a very com- 
manding situation in front of the governor's house. 
The house of the mixed commission for the adjudi- 
cation of captured slave-vessels stands in an unfin- 
ished condition at a short distance from the govern- 
or's ; various other buildings occupy Point William, 
which are diversified by a few trees, thai give it a 
pleasinic and picturesque appearance from the sea. 
This remark is generally made by those who flrst 
visit Clarence Cove, and all are pleased on first see- 
ing it. In addition lo the buildings we have enume- 
rated, Mr. Lloyd has a tolerably good house just 
tiniEhed, and the surgeon of the colony, who is a 
navid o^ei, has one also assigned for his residence 
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The Kroomeii and free negroes, who amount to 
about two thousand in number, have a collection of 
small neat huts at a short distance From government* 
house, which are constructed of wood and thatched 
with palm-leaves. They are very careful of them, 
and have a smalt garden jn the front as well as 
behind, in which they cultivate Indian corn, bananas 
and peppers. These huts form two small streets, 
but they are daily receiving additions from new 

The work of clearing the ground is constantly 
going forward, and is performed by the free negroes, 
the African troops, and the Kroomen. The principa. 
disease among these people, which arises from ac- 
cidents in cutting down the trees, is ulcerated legs, 
and sisteen of them were in the hospital from this 
cause alone. The Kroomen are a particular race 
of people, difFering entirely from the other African 
tribes. They inhabit a country called Settra Krou, 
on the coast near Cape Palmas, their principal em- 
ployment being of a maritime nature. Their lan- 
fuage, as welt as their general character, is also 
ifferetit from that of their neighbours. A certain 
number of these men are always employed on board 
of the ships of war on the African coast, for the 
purpose of performing those duties where consider- 
able fatigue and exposure to the sun is experienced. 
In consequence of their roving employment, they 
are to be found on all parts of the coast, and are 
BUfficientty acquainted with it to serve as pilots, it 
is customary with them to establish themselves on 
various parts of the coast for this purpose, and to 
leave the elders of the tribes in their own country, 
unless their presence should be required by any war 
that might take place. Tiiey are said to return to 
their country after an absence of several years, 
when they have amassed by their industry sufficient 
to maintain themselves, and some among them are 
lutelligfnt and active, but they are not always to be 
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trusted, although they are a very superior class Of 
people in comparison vfith other African tribes. 

Besides a wateiing-place at a short distance to 
the right of thegovemor's house, two small streams, 
Hay Brook and Horton Brook, mn into Goderich 
Bay, affording plenty of Excellent water, and capa- 
ble of admitting boats. The watering-place above 
mentionedisgenerally frequented, from tne conveni- 
ence with which the water is obtained, being con- 
ducted to the sea-side by a wooden aqueduct, under 
which boats may lie and fill their casks very easily 
without removing them. 

Clarence establishment when we arrived consisted 
of the superintendent, or acting governor, Mr. Be- 
croft, who was generally known by the title of cap- 
tain ; Captain Beattie, the commander of the Portia, 
colonial schooner; Mr. Crichton, a naval surgeon; 
Lieutenant Stockwell, with a party of five or six ma- 
rines ; a mulatto ensign of the Royal African corps, 
with two black troops from Sierra Leone, and some 
carpenters and sailmakers, besides a mulatto who 
filled the office of clerk or secretary to Mr. Becroft. 
An English merchant, by the name of Lloyd, in the 
employment of Mr. SmiUi, we also found here, whose 
residence we have just mentioned. 

No place, in point of convenience, could have 
been better selected for a settlement than that on 
which Clarence is situated. The bay affords safe 
anchorage for shipping from the furious tornadoes 
which are common in this part of the world, and is 
sufficiently capacious to shelter as many vessels as 
are likely to visit the island : it abounds with flsh, 
and is free from sunken rocks, and the shore is steep 
and easy of access to boats. There is another bay, 
called George's Bay, on the western side of the 
Island, but it has the disadvantage of being open to 
that quarter, and consequently affords no safety to 
shipping. The proximity of Clarence Cove to the 
coast of Africa is also another important point in 
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favour of the object for which the establishment was 
formed. 

The natives of Fernando Po are the filthiest race 
of people in the whole world. They are diflerent 
ill their maiinera and appearance from their neigh- 
bours on Ihe coast, to wliom we have been so much 
accustomed of late, and possess no single trait of 
character similar to them, except that of pilfering. 
Ill point of civilization, to which the natives of Brass 
to wn have scarcely the most distant pretensions, thesb 
people have even stjil less j their language is totally 
different, and they have no resemblance whatever to 
them. This in itself affords a tolerable proof of the 
little intercourse they have had with the world, for 
while the other islands of the gulf are plentifully 
stocked with the same race of people as those of the 
coast, Fernando Po, which is so much nearer to it, 
is inhabited by a totally different class. They are, 
generally speaking, a stout, athletic, and well-made 
race of people, and peculiarlj' harmless and peace- 
ably inclined in their dispositions, although each in- 
dividual is generally armed with a spear about eight 
feet in length, made of a hard wood and barbed at 
one end. They appear also to be a healthy race of 
people, for although here and there one or two might 
be less favoured by nature in their persons, no signs 
of the diseases so common among the natives of 
Africa were to be seen among them. 

We have s^d that they are a filthy race, hut no 
words can convey an idea of their disgusting nature. 
They have long hair, which it is difficult to distin- 
guish, from being matted together with red elaj- and 
palm-oil. The clay and oil are so profusely laid on, 
that it forms an impenetrable shield for the head, 
and the long tresses, which descend lo their shoulders, 
are generally in a moist condition. Although this 
covering is a complete safeguard to a!i inconveni- 
ence from without, they still further adorn their 
beads with a kind of cap -nade of dried grass, orna- 
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mcnied round tht border with llie feathers of fowls 
or any other birds, carefully stuck inio it apart from 
each other. Some nre so vain as to fix the burns 
of A ram in front of this cap, which gives them a 
most ludicrous and strange appearance. Finally, 
the cap with all its ornaments of feathers, horns, 
shell*, &c., IS secured in its place with a piece of 
stick, which aiiBwers the purpose by being forced 
through It on one side and out on the opposite after 
passing underneath the hair. Sometimes this ele- 
gant pm, as It may be called, is formed of the leg 
bone of some small animal, and is pointed at one 
end for the purpose of penfilrating more easily. The 
expression of their countenance, scored and marked 
as it is, and surmounted by the cap above described. 
is wild and barbarous. They smear their faces en- 
tirely over with red clay mixed with palm-oil ; some- 
times a kind of gray dust is used instead of the clay, 
and this preparation, being equally distributed over 
their whole persons, renders their presence scarcely 
tolerable. It is difficult to find out the colour o'f 
their skin under the filthy covering of oil and clay 
by which it is concealed, but we believe it is not so 
dark as the African negro, and more resembling a 
copper colour. 

The natives make use of no other dress than the 
cap which they wear on their heads j but a few 
leaves, or a bunch of dried grass, are usually secured 
round the middle by the people of both sexes, while 
the younger, naturally unconscious of indecency, 
go entirely naked. The vertebrfe of snakes, the 
bones of fowls and birds as well as sheep, broken 
shells, small beads, and pieces of cocoanut-shell, 
are put in requisition by the natives for the orna- 
ment of Iheir persons. A profusion of these strung 
together hang round the waist, which it seems to 
be their principal care to decorate in this manner, 
while their necks are scarcely less favoured with a 
proportion of these articles. Strings of them are 
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also fastenei) round the arms and legs, but not in 
Buch quantities as round the waist. The pieces of 
hoop they have obtained from the ships whicli have 
visited the island are formed into rude knives, or 
polished and worn on the arm in a kind of band 
made of. straw, and are mueh valued. In their first 
intercourse with our people, the natives were very 
shy, and displayed much fear; but this gradually 
wore off, and they now venture boldly on board, for 
the purpose of obtaining knives, hatehets, or iuiy 
thin^: they can get. They have a few canoes of 
Binall dlmensionB, capable of containing ten or twelve 
people, but are not very expert in the management 
of them, although they are so far advanced as to 
make use of a mast and sail, which latter is con- 
structed of a sort of mat. They seem to be little 
addicted to the water, and we did not see any among 
them who could swim. In their fishing excursions 
the natives are generally very successful, and those 
who pursue this mode of obtaining their livelihood 
are compelled to adhere to it, and allowed to have 
nothing to do with cultivating the island. They ex- 
change their Ush for yams, and thus the wants of 
the f^hermen and the cultivators are both supplied. 
In the lirst visits of ships to the island, veiy con- 
siderable aversion was shown by the natives to any 
of their people attempting to go to their liuts, or 
even to their endeavouring to penetrate into the 
woods, although only a shortdistance from the shore, 
from a fear perhaps of their plantations being plun- 
dered.* Their huts, whicli are of the rudest con- 
struction imaginable, may be distinctly seen among 
the trees in small groups, surroundinga cleared spai-e 
of ground, in which they cultivate the yam ; and are 
formed of a few stakes driven firmly into the ground, 
thatched over with the palm leaf, the sides being 
completed with a sort of wicker-work. They are 



" ■niey liaoB no such spiirehBnsI 
(0 Inio Hy tut of ilw islind wlib 






T, Gooylc 



NATIVE INDIANS. 301 

about ten or twelve feet long.and half that in breadth) 
and not more than four or five feet in height. Their 
only furniture consists of some long flat pieces of 
wood, raised a few inches from the ground, and 
shghtly hollowed out, to answer the purpose of sleep- 
ing in. 

Numerous instances have occurred of the thieving 
propensities of the natives ; and it required, at first, 
a considerable degree of vigilance to prevent them 
from being successful ; but it is due to the chiefs to 
say, that since the establishment of Clarence, they 
have invariably taken an active part in putting a stop 
to it. Whatever may have been their habits pre- 
vious to the formation of the settlement, they seem 
to be little improved by their intercourse with the 
settlers. Their principal chief has received the for- 
midable appellation of Cut-throat from Captain Owen, 
a name by which he will be known as long as he 
lives. This fellow is a most determined savage, and 
seems to have lost none of his natural propensities 
by communication with the settlers. He has re- 
ceived innumerable presents from the English, of 
clothes, and a variety of things, which are all thrown 
away on him, and he goes almut, as usual, wearing 
his little hat, with feathers stuck in it, and the long 
grass about tiis waist, disdaining such useless cover- 
ings as he imagines them. This is not to be won- 
dered at ; for, accustomed as he has been all his life- 
time to the unrestrained freedom of his whole per- 
son, it would be rather a matter of surprise to see 
him make use of them, particularly in the climate 
of Fernando Po, where one almost wishes to follow 
the example of the natives, excepting in the use of 
their clay and palm-oil. No doubt Cut-throat thinks 
this quite a sufficient covering. 

The natives pay frequent visits to the colony, and 
however they may deal out justice among them- 
selves, are by no means backward in seeing it ad- 
ministered among the free negroes and Krooineu of 
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Clarence. It frequently happens, that in the scarcity 
of live-stock, some of the former, unable to restrain 
their desire for more substantial food, and tired of 
their Indian corn, venture to help themselves to 
what the natives will not brin^ them. Parlies of 
these people are accordingly formed, who find their 
way to the huts of the natives in the interior, and 
steal their yams, goats, and sheep, or whatever tliey 
meet with. These depredations are sure to bring 
the unfortunate owners to the colony with com- 
plaints of their losses, which are laid before the 
governor. The negroes are then mustered before 
them, and the native who has been plundered is al- 
lowed, if he can do so, to point out the thief. If he 
should be successful, which is freuuently the case, 
he is allowed to witness the punishment which the 
offender is sure to receive, and generally gets some 
recompense for his loss. On the Sunday after our 
arrival at Clarence, a party of fourKroomen set off 
into the interior, with a full determination of plun- 
der, let the consequence be what it might. They 
had not gone far before they met witli a goat be- 
longing to a native, which they immediately shot, 
and returned with it carefully concealed, that they 
might not be discovered. Their precautions, how- 
ever, were of Uttle avail, for the owner of the ani- 
mal, accompanied by a parly of his friends, made 
his appearance at Clarence the next moniing, and 
preferred his complaint in strong terms against the 
luckless Kroomen, whom, it appeared, he perfectly 
well knew. The Kroomen were accordingly mus- 
tered, and the very four who had gone on this un- 
fortunate expedition were pointed out with exulta- 
tion by the natives. The law took its course ; the 
Kroomen each received one hundred and fifty lashes 
from the African drummer usually employed on these 
occasions, while the natives stood by to see thai 
the punishment was duly performed. This they did 
to admiration, by counting the number of lashes 
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lliey each received ; and hsving witnessed the last 
punished with eyes sparkling with bratal satisfac- 
tion at the tortures of the unfortunate sufferers, they 
went away quite satisfied. The place where this 
disagreeable operation is performed is in the barrack- 
yard on Point William, between the officers' bouse 
and the hospital. The culpril is tied up to a kind 
of strong gallows, erected for the purpose. Two 
sioiil pieces of timber, about seven or eight feet 
hig-b, are driven perpendicularly into the ground, 
abont four feet apart from each other; a piece is 
secured firmly across them at the top, and another 
at a short distance from the ground. Tlie hands of 
(he man who is to be punished are tied at each end 
of the upright pieces, and his leg« are secured to the 
same on each side below, in which position he is 
exposed to the merciless scourge of the drummer, 
which is a common eat-o'-nine-tails. It is painful 
even to think of such scenes as these, and when 
they take place at the mere whim and caprice of the 
haidened slave-merchant, such a picture is revolting 
in the extreme. Here however, severe as it may 
appear, it must be looked on in a different point of 
view. The punishment is great; but with a cer- 
tainty of receiving it if discovered, the negro will 
run the risk of incurring it by what may be termed 
a breach of the first law of civilized society. In 
addition to the tendency it has to keep the free 
blacks in control, such a proceeding convinces the 
natives of the island that their depredations are not 
sanctioned by the colony. Were some punishment 



they would return to a worse condition than that 
from "which they were in at first, and the colony 
would be no longer secure ; for tiie natives of the 
islandrfinding their homes invaded, and their prop- 
erty carried off, unable to obtain redress, would 
soon take the law into their own hands, and would 
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either murder the colonists or drive them from ths 
istaiid. Therefore, although a. severe one, it is a 
salutary measure, and it has no doubt done much 
towards keeping the natives themselves honest. 
What punishment is adopted among the natives we 
have been unable to ascertain. The chiefs appear 
to possess considerable authority over them, and it 
is not improbable that the custom of the settiemen 
is imitated in some shape or other. 

The only weapon used by the natitfes, excepting 
the knife before mentioned, is a spear, of about eight 
feet in length, made of iron-wood, and barbed at one 
end. The nature of the wood is so hard as not to 
require the protection of iron at the end, and we 
did not see any pointed with it. They are very 
olenlifui among the natives, who do not appear to 
attach any particular value to them. We had no 
opportunity of witnessing their eicpertness with 
them, but they are said to use them for killing mon- 
keys and other animals. 

The resources of the island in point of provisions 
are either exhausted or the natives are determined 
to reserve what are left for their own purposes. — 
On the first formation of the establish men 1, they 
gladly brought to market all they had to dispose of, 
in the same manner as they had done to any vessel 
that chanced to visit the island. These consisted 
of a few sheep, goats, and fowls, of a very poor 
quality, and plenty of yams, wiitch were all readily 
exchanged for pieces of iron hoop, of about six in- 
ches long. A piece of hoop of this length would 
purchase a goat, three or four fowls, or a large bun. 
die of yams, weighing about twenty pounds. As 
their stock became exhausted, so the iron hoops 
became less valuable; more were demanded, until 
the natives could no longer supply the settlement, 
and had enough to do to provide for themselves, 
when they discontinued their supphesj and the set- 
tlement, not yet able to provide for itself, is depend- 
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ent on supplies from the Calebar and rivers near 
it. Bullocks are stated bj^ the natives to be plenti- 
ful on tiie hills in the interior, but we have not heard 
of any having been seen by the people of Clarence, 
and they are generally obtained from the Calebar 
river. Deer are also said to be on the island, abun- 
dance of wild fowl, and a great number of monkeys 
— some black and others of a brown colour. Par- 
rofs are also innumerable, and the natives are par- 
ticularly partial to them and monkeys for food. 
Turtle have been caught in the bay as well as fish ; 
but these supplies are uncertain, aud therefore not 
to be depended on. The island is entirely moun- 
tainous, and contains a line rich soil, capable of pro- 
d iicing any thing required of it. Several small moun- 
tain-streams fall into the sea, the largest of which 
are the two named Hay and Horton, brooks before 
mentioned. The principal vegetable cultivated by 
the natives is the yam, with which thevare particu- 
larly successful. The best yams of the island are 
said to be those of George's Bay, which are very 
large and of uncommonly fine flavour. The sup- 
ply of these at Clarence is now very limited, and 
not to be depended on always, which may probably 
be owing to a difference in the season for growing 
tliem. This deficiency has been in some measure 
remedied, by the construction of a government 
garden, from which some men-of-war have received 
supplies, but these are not sufficient to supply the 
wants of the colony, and recourse is had for them 
to the Calebar river. 

Palm-wine at the colony, as well as on the coast, 
IS the common and favourite drink of the natives. 
It is easily procured in any quantity, and is used 
either in an unfermented state, when just fresh from 
the tree, or after it has been kept some days. It 
seems peculiarly intended by a bountiful Providence 
lor the untutored and destitute Indian, who is unable 
to supply himself with those beverages which are 
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the result of art. The fialm-tree afFords him a 
pleasant dritik, a valuable oi), a fniit from the nut ; 
and, besides food, it furnishes him with a material 
to construct his hut, and is always ready for any 
immediate purpose. The juice, which is called 
" wine," is obtained by making a hole in the trunk 
of the tree, and inserting a piece of the leaf into it 
so as to form a spout ; the liquid flows through this, 
and is received in a calabash placed beneath it, which 
probably holds two or three gaUons, and wiU be 
thus filled in the course of a daj^. It shortly as- 
sumes a mUky appearance, and is either used in 
this state, or preserved till it acquires rather a bitter 
flavour. The produce of the palm-tree, fish, and 
yams form the principal food of the natives of Fer- 
nando Po, although they do not hesitate to devour 
monkeys when they can get them. 

This method of obtaining the juice of the palm- 
tree is exactly similar lo that which is adopted by 
the Indians in North America with respect to the 
maple-tree, A hole is made in the same manner in 
the trunk of the tree, and a piece of birch bark in- 
serted into it as a spout, which, from its peculiar 
natnre, answers the purpose remarkably well. The 
juice of the maple, instead of being preserved, is 
converted into sugar by evaporation. There are 
various sorts of timber at Fernando Po, among 
which the African oak is very plentiful, and particu- 
larly so iri George's Bay, where it grows close to 
the seaside ; satin-wood, ebony, Mgnumvitie, yel- 
low cam-wood, and several sorts of mahogany, 
besides other wood of a very hard nature, grow in 
profusion ali over the island, and may, probably, 
hereafter become valuable. 

We had the good fortune to arrive at the island 
during the season of fine weather, but have not yet 
enjoyed mu(!h of the sea-breeze, which, about noon. 
has sometimes set in from the north-west quarter. — 
The harmattan is said to be experienced here, al- 
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though it extends not to the other islands of the 
gulf. This wind, which passes oier tJie eando of 
Africa, would be almost uisupportable were it not 
for the sea-breezes. While the harmattan lasts, 
the dryness in the atmosphere producer an unplea- 
sant feeling, although it is said to be not uijunous to 
health. The atmosphere is filled with a fine hghl 
sand, which prevente objects from being distinctly 
seen, the sun loses his bcilliancy, and every thing 
appears parched and suffering ironi the want of 
moisture. The effect of the harmattan immediately 
after the rainy season is said to be most beneficial 
in drying up the vapours with which the atmosphere 
is loaded; and it has been observed, that on the re- 
turn of this wind at the end of the rainy season, 
Hie recovery of invalids commences. The har- 
mattan has also the effect of drying up &e skin of 
the natives in a, very extraordinary manner. After 
an exposure to it, the skin peels off in white scale* 
from their whole body, which asBumes an appear- 
ance as if it were covered over with a white dust. 

The islands in the Gulf of Guinea, with the ex- 
ception of Fernando Vo, have each a capital town 
of some consequence, and although they produce 
sufficient supplies for ships that visit them and 
carry on a small trade, it is much to be doubted 
whether they are not more indebted for thpir im- 
portance to the slave-trade than any other source. 
With res|iect to Prince's Island and St. Thomas, 
they are known to be the receptacles for slaves from 
the coast, from whence the^ are re-embarked and 
conveyed away as opportunities offer ; and the na- 
tives of the small island of Anno-Bon appear to be 
living in constant fear of the same, from the effects 
of their former treatment by the Spaniards, 

The natives of Anno-Bon have a tradition that 
they once belonged to the Portuguese, and exhibit 
proofs of their having been formerly Initiated in the 
' s of the Roman Catholic religion. They 
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aie stud to be particularly careful, when any stranger 
visits Iheir settlement, to let tliem see their church, 
which is appropriately situated for this purpose im- 
mediately opposite tna laoding-place. At present, 
by all accounts, they are living in a state of natural 
simplicity and ignorance of the world. Some idea 
may be formed of the condition of their minds by a 
story that is currently related of them, in which the 
effects of their former tnition are apparent. The 
king Qnce gravely told a visiter, with an idea of im- 
pressing him with his importance, that a short time 
previous to his arrival he had held a conference with 
the Supreme Being, from whom he had learned the 
cause of a recent sickness which had visited them, 
and also that he had approved of his being the king 
of the island. Other stories equally nonsensical are 
told of them, such as might be expected from people 
left in this half-informed condition ; but the old king's 
word was sufficient for his subjects, and this assu- 
rance was quite enough to satisfy the harmless inof- 
fensive creatures that he was their legitimate king. 
Although Anno-Bon is a heaithy island in compari- 
son with any other in the Galf of Guinea, it is too 
far removed from the coast to be of use in putting 
down the slave-trade, unless it were made a rendez- 
vous for half a dozen steam vessels, which would do 
more than any other class of vesseb towards effect- 
ing this object. 

Favourahle as the eitnation of Clarence is for the 
purpose for which it is intended, it is nmch to be 
regretted that it is so unhealthy for Euiopeans. 
During our stay on the island four deaths occurred; 
these persons were the sailmaker, one of the car- 
penters of the colony, a seaman of the Portia colo- 
nial schooner, and one of the craw of the Susan, an 
English brig that we found here on our first arnval. 
The Susan was in the Calebar river waiting for a 
cargo, when her crew were attacked with fevei, 
which quickly carried off her cantain, mates, and 
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eft only one person itlive. The vessel, thus reduced, 
was ivitliout her crew to bring her out of the river, 
much less to complete her cargo, and she might have 
regained there liU the last had died, but for the 
watchful attention of Mr. Becrofl, who brought her 
to Clarence with a party of men, and ufler putting a 
new mast into her, and doing all in his power to set 
the vessel in order, suppUed her with provisions and 
fresh people, and sent her to sea. We were offered 
a passage in her to England, but declined accepting 
it, m consequence of tlie condition in which she had 
been. She was afterward obliged to stop at Cape 
Coasi, in consequence of the fever having broken 
out afresh on board of her. Tlte most melancholy 
account of the effects of the climate here which 
came within our knowledge was in the family of 
Lieutenant Stockwelt, the officer commanding the 
party of marines, whose name we have mentioned 
oefore. This gentleman had brought his wife and a 
large family witji him from the island of Ascension, 
who were residing with his brother officer in a build- 
ing called the Waterfall House, which had Ijeen 
erected by Captain Owen. Mr. Stockwell succes- 
sively lost five of his children and five servants, the 
latter of whom successively died as they came into 
his service. His brother officer also died, making 
eleven in number, and Mr. Stockwell and his wife 
na.rrowly escaped with their lives. The house was 
in consequence deserted by them, and has since 
been occupied by the black people. The fever which 
attacks Europeans at this island is said to be similar 
to the yellow fever in the West Indies. The symp- 
toms are the same from the commencement to the 
end of the disease, and it is equally as summary ia 
jtfi effects, George's Bay is smd to be far healthier 
than Clarence, and being' on the western side of the 
island receives the full benefit of the sea-breeze, 
while at Clarence this wind is later, and is inler- 
i-viftcd by l^jnd to the westward of it. In addition 
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TO this, the sea-breeze passes over a long and dis- 
agreeable swamp in its progress to Clarence, which 
no doubt charges it with Si kinds of noxio«s va- 
pours. George's Bay, besides having the benefit of 
a pure sea-breeze,has a gooddeal of dear land about 
it, and equally as good a soil as Clarence. 

It is more than probable, as we have now ascer- 
tained, that a water-communication may be carried 
on with so extensive a part of the interior of Africa 
that a considerable trade will be opened with the 
country through which we have passed. The na- 
tives only require to know what is wanted from 
thein, and to be shown what tliey will have in re- 
turn, and much produce that is now lost from neg- 
lect will be turned to a considerable accoimt. The 
countries situated on the banks of the Niger will be- 
come frequented from all the adjacent parts, and this 
magnificent stream will assume an appearaiice It has 
never yet displayed. The first effect of a trade be- 
ing opened will be to do away with the monopoly 
near the mouth of the river, which has hitherto been 
held by the chiefs of the lower countries. Steam- 
boats will penetrate up the river even as far as Lever, 
at the time of year in which we came down, and will 
defy the efforts of these monopolists to arrest their 
progress. The steam-engine, the grandest invention 
of the human mind, will be a fit means of conveying 
civilization among these uninformed Africans, who, 
incapable of comprehending such a thing, will view 
its arrival among them with astonishment and ter- 
ror, but will gradually learn to appreciate the bene- 
fits they will derive, and to hail its arrival with joy. 
In this ease Fernando Po will become of still greater 
consequence, and will no doubt become a depot of 
considerable importance. It is my opinion, how- 
ever, that much expense would be saved, and, above 
all, many valuable lives, if it were possible to adopt 
George's Bay as the place for the principal estab- 
lishment. Of the different parts of the coast Accra 
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IS the most healthy, and were it nearer, I should 
recommend it for such a purpose, the soil being good 
and clear Of underwood for many miles around. 
But the distance at which it lies from the mouth of 
the river is too great for such a purpose, 

Thursday, December 23rf. — The superintendent, 
Mr. Becroft, invited me to accompany him in the 
Portia colonial schooner to the Calebar river, whi- 
ther he was going to procure stock fortheuseof the 
colony. The place from which this is obtained is 
called Ephmim town, where it appears to be very 

Eienliful. Being tired of Fernando Po, I accepted 
IS invitation, to pass away the time that we should 
yet have to wait before we could get away, notwith- 
standing rU our anxiety to get home with the news 
of our discovery. My broflier, being very ill, was 
enable to aceompany us. I left him at Clarence, and 
embarked with Mr. Becroft in the evening. We de- 
paried from Clarence with a fine breeze, but found 
it necessary in going out to be particularly careful 
of being drifted by the tide, either on Point William 
or on the Adelaide islets at each extremity of the 
cove, as the tide alwiys sets either towards one OT 
ilie other. In leaviug the cove, it is best to keep as 
near as possible midway between the two extremes, 
and not to approach eitlier the one or the other 
nearer than can possibly be avoided. The currents 
in the Gulf of Guinea are stated to be very variable, 
although they are most generally from the west- 
ward, obeying the direction of the sea-breeze. The 
harmattan generally produces a ver^- strong westerly 
current in direct opposition to this, and the want of 
knowing it has frequently proved fatal to vessels; 
the masters of which, imagining that they were im- 
der the influence of an easterly current, have been 
actually drifted many miles to the westward in the 
course of a single night, and have found themselves 
on shore the next morning. The violence of the 
current from the westward, when the sea-breezes 
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are strong, is so grefLt, thnt it is scarcely possible to 
believe t)i»i a day or two or tlie burmatlaii woiil:! 
overcome it; but tiie effect of this is mo powprriil, 
that it is well known to those who have frequented 
the giiir,that the current produced by the hiirmattaii 
will even eoatinue against the weslSEly winds after 
they may have again set in. A remarkable instaui^e 
is ruluted of the velocity of the currents in the golf 
to the southward of Fernando Po. In the month 
of June, a vessel performed the pass:ige between 
Prince's Island and St. Thomas m twenty hours, 
which generally occupies from eight to ten days. 
The distance is about ninety-three miles; and the 
vessel must have averaged 4.0 miles per hour. The 
barmattan is said not to extend to the southward of 
Fernando Po, but this has not yet been fully ascer- 
tained. 

The passage through the gulf from Fernando Po 
to Sierra Leone is generally extremely long and te- 
dious, owing to the prevalence of calms and the dif- 
ferent currents. It is generally made either by run- 
ning to the southward and getting into the south- 
east trade, or by keeping in shore as far as Cape 
Palmaa, so as to benefit by the land winds. The 
former method is generally recommended by the 
merchanl-men, as being safer and quicker; for a 
vessel adopting the latter is more under the dan- 
gerous influence of the currents, besides being ob- 
liged to keep close to the shore : it is also adopted 
by the merchant-men in their homeward voyage. 
Sometimes vessels, by taking a mean between these 
two methods, get between two different winds, by 
which means they lose the benefit of both, and are 
delayed by calms and rains. This part, 1 was in- 
formed, was at the distance of about sixty miles 
from the land ; so that vessels should pass either fai 
without or else within that distance on leaving Fer- 
nando Po. 

In this part of the Gulf of Guinea, between Fer- 
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niindo Po and the Citlehar river, this rainy season is 
sidled to ('oniiiif lice in the mimth of July, imd to be 
.it the worat iu August and September, :iccotnpauicd 
liy turnadutia ol' a most terrific descriptiuti. The 
raiiia i-oniiiiue during Novemher, and rease in the 
month of Ueueinber, hut the coast is said to be sel- 
dom manydaysiogetberwithoutiitornado. During 
the other months of the year, dry hot weather is 
Hxperiencpd, excepting about May, when slight rains 
tike place. These rains are looked on as the win- 
i"T of the natives, and are considered by them 
equ:illy as cold in their effects as our winters in 
Kiigliuid are by ourselves. They are equally aliVe 
to the change of the seasons as in northern couu- 
tries, and prepare themselves against the cold wea- 
t)iur during the rains, comparatively with as much 
care as we do against our winter's frost. 

The chief peculiarity of this climate, which dis- 
tinguishes it from all others within the tropics, con- 
sists in the furious storms of wind and rain, accom- 
panied by the most terrific thunder and lightning it 
is possible to imagine. These storms ate known 
by the name of tornadoes; and one would be almost 
inclined to think that the ancient belief of the lorrid 
zonebeingof a tierynature,.andtoohot for mankind 
10 live in, originated in the exaggerated reports of 
them which might have gradually found their way 
into the part of the world then known, and from 
which they were not very far distant. We have 
already seen three here, but Ihey were trifling in 
their elTects compared with those which take place 
in the rainy season. They are described as being 
most violent, but, happily, of short duration : no- 
thing can withstand the fury of the wind while they 
last, but they give sufficient indications of their ap- 
proach, of which the commanders of ships on the 
coast know how to take advantage. They invaria- 
bly come from the eastern quarter of the horizon, 
and last about fifteen or twenty minutes. Their first 
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approach is indicated by a luminous, p:laring ap- 
pearance in the north-east quarter, which in the 
course of about an hour has shined gradually to the 
east and south-east, while the usual sea-breeze from 
the north-west continues blowing. Having arrived 
in the south-east quarter, the storm allows its nearer 
approach by incessant flashes of lightning of a most 
awful description, accompanied by thunder which is 
absolutely deafening; the proximity of the lightning 
contributes not a little to its awful appearance. A 
short interv;]] of calm now takes place, occasioned 
probably by the suspension of the sea-breeze, from 
the advance of the tornado. A small arch may at 
the same time be perceived near the horizon in the 
direction of the approaching storm. This, which 
from the time of its being first seen inci'eases rapidly', 
being nothing more th^n the effeiit of the wuid m 
dispersing the heavy clouds through whicli it passes. 
The momentous crisis is now at hand. As soon as 
the arch has reached about half-way to the zenith, 
the storm bursts forth with Ihe most impetuous vio- 
lence, and torrents of rain immediately follow. 
Ships thut happen to be caught in it Itefore they 
have adopted the necessary precautions for safely 
by taking in all their sails, are thniwn on their side 
instantly ; but iiappily tlie warning it gives of its ap- 
proach is sufficient to enable the experienced navi- 
gator, who is ever on the watch f'lr changes in the 
weather, to reduce the sail from his ship, and put 
her head in that position in which she is best able to 
withstand its effects, by running before the wind. 
This awful period lasts gener^illy about a quarter of 
an hour — when the wind subsides rather suddenly, 
while the rain falls incessantly : shortly afterward 
the wind shifts round by the sonth to ils old quar- 
ter, the west, until another tornado comes to dis- 
turb it. There are several pecnliarities attending 
the tornadoes, which are rather remarkable. It has 
been remarked by experienced navigators, that they 
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are much influenced by the different phases of the 
moon; that they ffeiierally commenee wiih the new 
or full moon, at which time they are the most vio- 
lent ; and that they even come on at the time that 
the mooii seta. Tlie influence of the moon on the 
weather in other countries is doubted, but this is an 
extraordinary fact, relating to the tornadoes, wliich 
has been proved by experience. 

Saturday, DecejrAer 25(A, — A fter a pleasant passage 
we anchored this morning off Ephraim town, in the 
Calebar river. TTie distance from Fernando Po Xn 
the north of the Calebar river is about sixty miles; 
and Ephraim town is distant about fifty miles on 
the eastern bmih. On our may up the river, my at- 
tention was attracted by something of a very extra- 
oidiniiry appearance hanffing over the water from 
the branch of a tree. My curiosity was exi-ited by 
it, and I was at a loss to conjecture what it was. 1 
did not remain long in suspense, for we soon passed 
siiffieiently near it to enable me to discover that it 
was the Sody of one of the natives suspended by 
the middle, with the feet and hands just touchint the 
water. So barbarous a sight quickly reminded me 
that J was a^ain .imong the poor deluded wretches 
of the coast, although 1 had seen nothing so bad as 
this on my way down to the brig Thomas, in the 
rirer Nun. Tli'e natives of this place -are paganB, in 
the most depraved condition, and know nothing of 
Mohammedanism, nor any other creed. They be- 
lieve in a good spirit, who they imagine dwelfe in 
the water ; and sacrifices such as that just mentioned 
are frequently made to him, with the idea of gaining 
his favour and protection. The object selected for 
this purpose is generally some unfortunate old slave, 
who may be worn out and incapable of further ser- 
vice, or unfit for the market s and he is thus left to 
suffer death, either from the effects of the sun, or 
from the fangs of some hungry alligator or shark, 
which may chance to find the body. The ciicuin- 
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stance of the hands and feet being just allowed to 
be immersed in the water is considered by these 
deluded people as neiiessary, and they are thereby 
rendered an easier prey. 

It is uanaL with ships on their first arrival in the 
river, to be visited by Duke Ephraim, the chief of 
the town ; a personage who is well known to the 
numerous Liverpool traders that frequent the river. 
Tiie reason of this visit is, that the dulce may re- 
ceive his present, which coiisists generally of cloth, 
mnsl^ets, rum, or any articles of that description ; 
and he always goes on board in great state in his 
canoe for iliia purpose, previous to which no oue is 
allowed to leave the ship. This regulation, which 
is a method of securiiig the port-dues, affects those 
only who come to the river for the purpose ol trade ; 
and as the Portia was a government vessel, we were 
not included. As soon as we had anchored, I ac- 
companied Mr. Becroft on shore, and proceeded 
with him to the duice's residence, for the purpose of 
paying our respects to him. A walk of about ten 
minutes brought us to his house, and we found him 
in the palaver square which belongs to it, busily en- 
gaged in wrltiu?, aui surrounded by a great ouraber 
of his principal people. It was soiuetliing unusual 
to find a native chief thus employed ; but the large 
dealings which Duke Ephraim appears to have with 
the Liverpool merchants accounts in some measure 
for this accomplishment, and the smattering of Eng- 
lish he has obtained. His only pretensions to dress 
consisted in a smart gold-laced nat, which he wore, 
and a handsome piece of silk tied round his loins. 
His chief officers, who were next to him, also wore 
gold-laced hats, while those next in rank to them 
wore silver-lace, and the lower class contented them- 
selves without either. We arrived at council time, 
but Mr. Becroft being immediately recognised by 
the duke, he received us very cordially, and made 
us sit down. Duke Ephraim bears the character of 
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being always very civil and rtttentive to tlie Eng-lish, 
and of making himself very active in supplying their 
ivants of live-stock. He has formed 3 favourahle 
opinion of them from the^ne things they bring liini, 
but his discernment goes beyond these ; for the cir- 
cumstance of slave vessels having been captured and 
taken out of the river by the boats of the Enghah 
ships of war on the station has impressed him with 
admiration of their boldness and courage, and given 
him a very exalted opinion of their power. Vessels 
of war formerly came up the rivers in search of 
slavers; and he has received their commanders with 
much kindness, and assisted them all in his power ; — 
a trait in his character which is rather extriiordi- 
nary, when their object is considered, as he is the 
principal agent by whom sapplies of slaves are fur- 
nished from the interior. None, however, are al- 
lowed to come up now, in consequence of the deatlis 
which occurred. 

After a short time, we were desired to go np-stairs 
info his best room, and we accordingly ascended 
about thirty or forty wooden steps, and entered a 
spacious apartment, when the sight that presented 
itself was of the most extraordinary description, 
The room, which was about thirty feet in length by 
about twenty in breadth, was Utemlly crammed fuU 
of all kinds of European furniture, covered with 
cobwebs and dust about half an inch deep. Elegant 
tables and chairs, sofas of a mafrnificent description, 
splendid looicing-glasses, and p;-ints of the principal 
public characters of England, as well as views of 
sea and land engagements, set in handsome gilt 
, beautiful cut-glass decanters and glasses, 



the utmost confusion. A handsome organ attracted 
our notice, and a large solid brass ar;ii-ehair, which 
an inscription on it announced was the present of 
Sir John Tobin, of Liveroool. The inscription, or 
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rather raised characters, were these: "Presented 
W Sir John Tobin of Liverpool, to his friend Duke 
Hfphraim ;", and vain enough is the cUef of his pres- 
ent. He exhibits this chair with the rest of his 
presents to the people, or any stranger who may hap- 
pen to visit him, and allows them to feast their eyes, 
as he imagines, on the goodly sight ^ but such is his 
care and pride of them, that ho will not allow them 
to be touched by any one ; and his attendants are 
not permitted to approach them, even for the pur- 
pose of cleaning off the dust which has accumulated 
BJace their first arrival. The whole of this miscel- 
laneous assemblage of goods are presents which 
have been made to the duke by merchants of Liver- 
pool, as well as French, Spanish, and Portuguese 
traders, and are the accumulation of a considerable 
length of time. 

Duke town, or Ephraim town, as it is known by 
both of these appellations, is situated on rather ele- 
vated ground, on the left or east bank of the river ; 
and is of considerable size, extending principally 
along it. From the appearance of it, 1 should con- 
clude that its inhabitants amount to at least sis thou- 
sand people. The houses are generally built ofclay, 
like those of the Eboe people. The breadth of the 
river opposite to it is not quite so wide as the Thames 
at Waterloo Bridge, and the opposite bank is not so 
high as that on which the town stands. The houses 
are built in an irregidar manner, leaving very little 
room for the road between them ; which, at this time, 
is exceedingly wet and dirty. The duke's house is 
situated in the middle of the town, and, like the 
rest, is built of clay. It consists of several squares, 
round each of which is a veranda, similar to the 
houses in Yarriba. The centre square ia occupied 
by the duke and his wives, the others being the 
abode of his servants aud attendants, which, all 
together, amount to a considerable number. Im- 
mediately opposite to the first square, which foioui 
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the entrance to hia residence, stands a small tree, 
profusely decorated with human sculls and bones. 
This tree is considered by the people as fetish, or 
sacred ; and is supposed to possess the virtue of pre- 
venting the evil spirit from entering the duke's re- 
sidence. Near the tree stands the house which is 
ichabited bj' their priesla, a class of beings certainly 
in the most savage condition of nature that it is 
possible to imagine. The fetish priests of Brass 
town chalked themselves from head to foot, besides 
dressing after a fashion of their own ; but these fel- 
lows outdo them by far, and make themselves the 
most hideous and disgusting objects possible. 

Whether it may be with the idea of personifying 
the evil spirit they are so afraid of, I could not learn, 
but they go about the town with a human scull fast- 
ened over their face, so that they can see through 
the eye-holes ; — this is surmounted by a pair of bul- 
lock's horns ; their body is covered with net, made 
of stained grass ; and, to complete the whole, and 
give them anappearance as ridiculous behind as they 
are hideous before, a bullock's tail protrudes through 
the dress and bangs down to the ground, rendering 
them altogether the most oncoufli-looking beings 
imaginable. Sometimes a cocked-hat is substituted 
for 5ie horns, and the scull of a dog or monkey used, 
which renders their appearance, if possible, still 
more grotesque. Thus equipped, they are ready 
to perform the mysteries of their profession, which 
I had not sufficient opportunity to inquire into, but 
which are quite enough to enslave the minds of the 
people.' They seem to believe in a good and evil 
spirit J that the good spirit dwells in the river, which 
accounts for their sacrifices being made on it ; and 
Oiat the evil spirit dwells in a tree, which being full 
of human sculls, keeps him away from tliem, 

Sunday, December 26(A. — This morning the duke's 
principal man came on board the Portia, to receive 
payment for some bullocks which Mi. Becroll had 
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purchased. There wits something in his appearauee 
which attracted my attention, and I fancied tliat he 
seemed to be much dirtier than any 1 had seen yes- 
terday. On a nearer inspection, I found his head 
and whole body to be covered with ashes, and a very 
dirty piece of sacltclotli fastened round his loins. 
Besides this, he appeared to be suffering great dis- 
tress of mind, and presented a iwMt woful and 
wretched appearance, I asked him the cause of his 
grief, and why lie had covered Iiiinself with Jishes iji 
Bucha manner; when he related to me the cause of 
all his distress. It appeared that he had possessed 
six wives, one of whom was gifted witlra larger 
share of personal charms than the rest, the couse- 
qaence ofwhich wsb, that she received more attention 
from him, and waslovedraore than aa^ of the others. 
This partiality naturally excited the jealousy of the 
other ladies; and, mortified by his neglect of them, 
they were determined oa revenge, and resolved to 
get rid of their favoured rival by mixing poison witli 
her food. They had Just succeeded in effecting their 
purpose, which had caused the poor fellow much 
distress, and he had not recovered the effects of his 
loss this morning when he came on board the Portia. 
His tale was simple and ungamished ; and while he 
was relating it to me the tears were trickling down 
his face. I never saw a black man feel so much foi 
the loss of a wife as he did. This remarkable cus- 
tom of mourning in sackcloth and ashes appears to 
be peculiar to these people ; and I find that they do 
not cease to cover their persons with them as long 
as their sorrow lasts. They do the same on the 
death of a relation j and it is the only instance of the 
kind chat I have met with in the part of the country 
through which I have travelled. 

Great uproar and confusion has prevailed in the 
town to-day, occasioned by an adventure of the doc- 
tor with the duke's most favourite wife, which is 
likely to end tragically to the parties concerned. 
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This person, who is the doctor of the town, it ap- 
pears, was Ihe bosom friend of liie duke, in whom 
the liittfir had the greatest confidence, and allowed 
liim to visit his wives professionally as often as he 
thought proper. The gentleman's visits had lately 
become so frequent as to excite suspicion, and a 
looK-out was accordingly kept on his movements. 
The poor doctor was soon caught in the snare ; the 
motive of his visits was found to be of an illegal na- 
ture, and the enraged duke has ordered both to be 
bound hand and foot and thrown into the river to- 
morrow. There is no doubt that this will be done ; 
for although these men have many wives, still a mis- 
demeanor of this nature is looked on by them with 
great abhorrence. 

We found seven French vessels lying in the river, 
one Spanish, and two EngUsh. One of the latter, 
named the Caledonia, a ship of live hundred tons 
burthen, is the property of Sir John Tobin, of Liver- 
pool,- which, with the other, the brig Elizabeth, are 
tating in a cargo of palm-oil. 

The river Calebar is very serpentine, and there in 
scarcely any other tree besides the mangrove to be 
seen on its banks. The right bank is intersected by 
numerous creeks, weil known to the natives, who 
frequent them in their canoes; they communicate 
with ail the rivers that fall into the Gulf of Guinea, 
between this river and that on which Benin is situ- 
ated. The natives go as far as Benin in their ca- 
noes, but there is no communication by water with 
the Cameroons river, which seems to be totally dis- 
tinct from the Calebar. The canoes of the natives 
are the same sort as those of the Eboe people, but 
not so large. The river is full of crocodiles, which 
are generally about twelve or fourteen feet long, and 
are very daring in search of prey. A short time 
previous to our arrival two deaths had been occa- 
sioned by them. Sir John Tobin has a large store 
close to the river-side, in which palm-oil is Kept foi 
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shipment on board the Liverpool vessels, and one 

evening lately an unforliinate native boy, tired with 
his day's work, fell asleep on the floor. In the 
course of the night an alligator attacked him, and 
he was awoke by finding himself in the jaws of the 
monster: his struggles and cries were vain; the 
powerful creature laeerated him in a most dreadful 
manner, and tore off one of his legs, with which he 
retreated into the water, and the remains of the un- 
fortunate boy were found the next morning shock- 
ingly disfigured, and weltering in blood. The death 
of the other was occasioned by his losing an arm in 
a similar manner. 

Provisions at present are dear at Duke town, and 
rather scarce. Bullocks are sold at twenty dollars 
each, and those not of a very good quality; goats 
and sheep at three dollars; ducks at half a dollar 
each, and fowls at half adollar the pair. Yams are 
cultivated by the natives very successfully, and are 
considered the best flavoured and finest of thecoun- 
try. There are no cleared portions of ground on the 
banks of the river, and their cultivation of the yam 
and other vegetables is at a distance in the woods. 

Thursday, Jaiiuan/ 20th. — Since my first return to 
Fernando Po from the Calebar river, I have accom- 
panied Mr. Becroft there twice in the Portia. In 
this interval the Caernarvon, ah English vessel, has 
arrived with government stores from England for 
the estabUshment, and as she is going to Rio Janeiro 
for a cargo to take back, and there seems to be no 
prospect at present of our getting away from this 
island by any other means, we have req ' ' " 
Becroft to conclude an agreement for o 
to that place, from whence we hope to be more suc- 
cessful in finding our way to England. About a 
week ago the brig Thomas, in which we came from 
the river Nun, touched at the island on her way 
home from the Cameroons, — her commander Lake 
thinking that we should take a passage with him. 
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We have now been here seven weeks, and would 
certainly stay seven more rather than put ourselves 
into his power again. We had experienced quile 
eoough of his care and kindness, and therefore de- 
clined his offer of taking us. After waiting three 
days at Ihe island, he sailed about sis o'clock in the 
mormng, and hadnot got more than amile from the 
anchorage, when a large vessel with long raking 
masts suddenly appeared from behind a part of the 
island, and was seen in pursuit of him. We ob- 
served this vessel fire several guns at him, which at 
length made him take in sail and wait. We have 
no doubt that this vessel was a pirate, and our sus* 
picions were confirmed the nest day by seeing the 
two vessels Ijing becalmed close to each other. 
There were no signs of them on the next day, and 
we saw nothing more of the Thomas.* 

The. commission for the adjudication of sSave- 
vessels is not yet removed from Sierra Leone to 
this place, and all prizes are taken there for con- 
demnation. 

and ibe ownera hate received an afflrlavil duin us to tie above effect! 
There oo be no danbt that the stranger was a pitale, ttotn his BUGnicJous 

WIS theienera) ojunion at the sesaement; and Ibal nheo his people 
lud itinrdgradthei^viafihe'nKKiias, w[lb Ih^ captain, or bad caoi- 
peUed Iheni to " walk Ihs plank," aa tlisy lunidly do, ihal tbey mnl: her, 
after taklni erery tblng out of her whhib Ihe; miEht nenl. " Walking 
the plaok" 11 !)Ier«llf walking ialo Ibe nea. A lAank it ylacei aeniwi 
tin aids of Uw shjp, »(hatoneeDdpTq]ectaaoDiedlslanoeoveTi1,wblLe 
Ihe otber TemalDS Inalda. The petwin iHndEmned by those ruffians to 
lhi» mode of denih, which ia EcnenU; cbDaen to avind OMoTBinora 



1p placed on the bmer end oT the plank, an 
walli Elong 11 Uil ba rescbes the rater end,vlibn inunedlUel]' yield! 
Us weight, and he IkllB Into the ■«, nerer u ilaa ajalD. To nil 



iViMj arneB hini down. These Allows hr^io another metbod of dla- 
HHiogoT any anfbnnnate vessel that may DM Into Ihetr hands. Afler 

any ■hipoTwer. she escapes eianiinaiioa, as her appearance when in 
Ihe hands of her own commander was known, and therelbre no SIM. 
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Every thing having been prepared for our da- 
parturt, we embarked oa board of the Caernarvon, 
Garth, commander, for Rio Janeiro. The re- 
ception that we have met with at Clarence from the 
officers of the estahhshment has been moat gratify- 
ing, and has far exceeded our expectations. To Mr. 
Beeroft, the superintendent, we are under pecuhar 
obUgationSt having enjoyed the benefits of his hos- 
pitality all the time of our detention here ; and the 
kind attention of this gentleman, as well as that of 
Mr. Crichton, the naval surgeon, who is one of the 
most amiable gentlemen we ever met with, and Mr. 
Beatty, has gone far towards removing the ill effects 
of the exposure we had undergone on our way down 
the river. Every thing was supplied us that the 
place could afford; and it will always be a aource 
of gratification to us to reflect on the time we passed 
in ftieir company. 

At six in the evening, having taken leave of our 
friends, we embarked and bade adieu to the is!and 
of Fernando Po. Mr. Stockwell, the officer of ma- 
rmes, accompanied us on board, having taken his 
passage, like ourselves, to return to England. Our 
crew consists of seven European seamen, two free 
negroes, and one Krooman, besides the commander 
of the vesse! and two mates. Two of the seamen, 
Owen Williams and Charles Hall, are very ill with 

Sunday, January S3d. — The weather has been 
calm, and we have not lost sight of Fernando Po. 
At noon, Owen Williams, seaman, died. The fune- 
ral service was read over his remains by Lieutenant 
Stockwel!, before they were committed to the sea. 

Wednesday, January 26(ft. Wells, the cap- 
tain's steward, Jones, the second mate, and 

John ColUns, seaman, were taken ill with fever 
Having been accustomed to perform the office of 
doctor while in Africa, my servicBS in this line went 
nut in requisition, and 1 immediately took a larg^ 
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qiwntily of blood from the two latter and applied 
blisters, after which Mr. Stockwell gave them medi- 
cine. To-day Charles Hall is rather better. 

Thujsday, Jamiarg 21th. — John Williams, seaman, 
was taken ill with fever; I hied him immediately 
and shaved his head, and Mr, StockweU gave him 
medifiine. The weather still continues calm, with 
light winds, and we can still see the island. The 
fever seems to be making great havoc among us- 
Those whose fever is intermittent are likely to do 
well, but the others seem to have no chance of 
recovery. 

Sunday, January 30lh, Smith, seaman, was 

taken ill with fever. This poor fellow, after I had 
prepared eveiy thing for bleeding him, would not 
permit me to do it, but I managed to shave his head 

and put a blister on it. At two P. M. Wells, 

the captain's steward, died, while 1 was URing^him 
up in his bed to give liim some medicine. The crew 
are lyingin different parts of the vessel ill with fever, 
in a helpless and most distressing condition. A. 
general panic seems to have taken possession of 
tiiem all, which is likely to be attended with fatal 
consequences. We determined on keeping them 
from knowing of the death of the poor steward, and 
accordingly at night we carried his remains on deck, 
and threw them into the sea over the sl«m of the 

Friday, February 4(A.— (Japtain Garth was taken 
ill with fever, and John Williams, seaman, died. We 
still have fine weather, but we are making little pro- 
gress over to the coast of America. 

Sunday, February %th. — The chief mate taken ill 
with fever. So much ore we reduced now, that the 
tnree black men, with my brother and myself, are all 
who are left to work the vessel; and only one of 
these, the Krooman, knows how to steer. Mr. Stock- 
well is constantly employed in attending the sick. 

Monday, February 1th. Smith, seam an, died. 
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In consequence of the sick state of the crew.l have 
been constantly employed, both day and night, in 
working the ship. My principal station has been at 
the helm every night until twelve o'clock, and every 
morning alter four. I manage to j{et a few minotea 
to eat my breakfast, and the rest of my time is oc- 
cupied in attending the siuls and looking to the sick. 
My, brother's time is employed, in nearly the same 
manner. In Hddiliou to our troubles, the vessel is 
so completely ovenun by rats that it is quite impos- 
sible to stay below with any comfort; and aa for 
sleeping there, it is out of the question. The sick 
are all on the upper deck, in their hammocks, and 
fortunately, the weather has been hitherto tolerably 

Monday, March 14(A.— Off Cape Frio. This even- 
ing our only Krooman fell into the sea. Tliis poor 
feSow, whose name was " Yellow Will," called 
loudly to us for help, and although the vessel was 
not sailing at a great rate, he missed every thing that 
we threw overlward to save him. To have altered 
the ship's course would have endangered the masts 
and sails, and our small boat was so leaky, that 
it would not swim. We had no alternative, and 
were obliged to abandon him to his fate, with the 
most painful feelings, and heard his cries nearly an 
hour aflerwaid. Tlicre is nothing more distressing 
than an accident of this nature. To see an unfor* 
innate man grasping in vain at any thing which is 
thrown to him as the ship passes by him^ — to see him 
struggling against his fate as he rises on the distant 
wave, which frequently conceals him from view, and 
to be unable to renderhim the least assistance, while 
his cries die away in thf^ breeze, raise sensations 
which it is impossible to describe. This man, in our 
present condition particularly, was a great loss to us, 
and was the best among the black people. 

Tutsday, March 15th. — This morning the weather 
was very hazy, which prevented our seeing the land. 
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bithoufch we knpw it to be at no great distance from 
Its. We were becalmed all day, and found, by the 
decrease of the depth, Ihat we were drilling close on 
towards the shore. At five in the aft«moon the ship 
was about a quarter of a mile from the land, which 
we discovered by three large hills of a sugar-loaf 
appearance being close lo us. Finding by pieces of 
cork and other things which we threw into the water, 
that we were drifting fast on the breakers, which we 
could distinctly hear, we made an attempt to get the 
long-boat out to save ourselves, as we expected the 
ship would be very soon wrecked, but we found that 
we could not muster sufficient strength to lift her 
over the side. At this critical moment a breeze of 
wind from off the land saved us from destruction, 
and enabled us to get the vessel under command. 

Wednesday, March 16rt. — The breeze favoured us, 
and at 2 P. M. we anchored in the harbour of Rio 
laneiro. 

Thursday, March llth. — This morning we went to 
pay our respects to Admiral Baker, the commander- 
in-chief on the South American station, and made 
known to him our situation, and anxiety to return to 
England. The admiral received us in that kind and 
hospitable manner which is the peculiar character- 
istic of a British seaman: he invited us to his table 
with his officers, and ordered us a passage in the Wil- 
liam Harris, a government transport, which is to sail 
for England in a day or two. 

Sanday, March 20(A. — We sailed this afternoon for 
England, in the William Harris. We had scarcely 
reached the outside of the harbour when the wind 
failed us, and we were becalmed near one of the 
islands. As we found the ship drifting fast towards 
it, we were obliged to come to anchor, and remained 
so during the fi st part of the night. About mid- 
night a strong w d rende ed it impossible for the 
ship to remain longer at anchor, and no time was 
therefore lost n e d a ou g to get her to sea. To 
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get the anchoi: on board was loo long a process j Iha 
safety of the ship became endangered by the delay 
it required, and to save her from drifting on shore, 
we were under the necessity of cutting the cable, by 
which we lost about forty-five futlioms of it, besides 
the anchor. We were then enabled to set sail, and 
with difficulty cleared the land to leeward of us. 

Thursday, June 3(A,.— We arrived at Portsmouth 
after a tedious voyage, and gladly landed, with hearts 
full of gratitude for all our deliverances. 

Friday, June \Olh. — Having left my brother at 
Portsmouth, I arrived in London this morning by the 
mail, and reported our discovery to Lord Goderich, 
his majesty's colonial secjetary. 



NoTB^— Tba curiUkTy of Uifl reader will, no di>abL» bava bwn e:tcU«d 
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MEDICINAL MIXTURES. 

DireaiinirfarmaiiTig me Pinl iifthi SoluUm 1^ Cilrii Add. 
Tike of Ciiiir Acifl ] bt. 

HlK. 81x1 add on; lablr-ainxinnil of ihe Sotuilon of Clitic A-Ai, lo 

To make QiuTiine Pills, 

TakeorSnliihalc of Quinine SI irrains, 

Nil, and divide into 13 pllia. One lo l» laKen Itatt tiaif * dlf. 
7*0 mote CamplvniUi Spitiit. 
RrcUOed Spirlls or Wine ..am,. 



Df Lead)..ldnchin, 
nflflmed panp, wilb pledgeta 
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